Galatians 3:26-29  Equal Sinners to Equal Sons – FN 4.12.26 – Hutton
· Let me just begin by saying what a joy it was to gather with all of you last week to celebrate Christ’s resurrection.
· If you are back this week and are new to Faith North, we are so thankful that you are here and we look forward to worshipping with you.
· After our brief stop these past two weeks where we proclaimed the Risen jesus, it is time for us today to return to our study in Galatians.
· This year, we made the decision to focus our annual theme on Prioritizing the Gospel 
· This series has helped me to see more clearly how the gospel touches every part of my life and the gospel is the ultimate motivation for why I would choose to Love God and love others, because God our Father gave everything, sending His Son who gave up everything in order that he might pay the debt for everyone
· The gospel is simply the most amazing truth and incredible news that it has changed and continues to change lives.
· Then when we talk about how it changes our lives, I simply have to ask, if that is true, then how can you keep the good news to yourself?  In prioritizing the gospel, I want to also think about what it means to share the gospel with others…I will talk more about that later.
· But since we have been away from Galatians for a couple weeks, let me refresh us on where we are in the letter.
· Paul began the letter in defending the one true gospel of Jesus Christ
· There were others who were influencing the church by teaching a gospel that added requirements to include that a Gentile must first be circumcised, or in others words, become Jewish, before they could be a Christian.
· Paul cast the light to show that this was a false gospel and really no gospel at all because it depended upon the person.
· Paul defended the gospel to show that it was not of human origin, but that he had received it directly as a revelation from Jesus and when many years later, he returned to Jerusalem, the gospel was confirmed by the leaders of the church.  One Lord, One Savior and One gospel.
· Paul shares who the gospel sets us free from the law, because we are justified by faith in Jesus and not by the works of man.  Justification transforms the message in a way that changes us in that
Gal 2:19-20 or through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.  
· With today’s passage we will be finishing the truths regarding salvation, or justification by faith and what it means for all of us.
· As we come to a proper understanding of faith, it does not cause us to toss out the law
· But rather that we would see that the law had a purpose.
Gal 3:24-25 24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
· The laws purpose was to lead us, to point us towards our need for Jesus.
· Without the law, we would remain blind to our own sin and not see the need for faith.
· Even with the law if we did not understand it’s purpose, we would twist it and also turn away from and not towards Jesus. 
· That can happen in a couple ways.
· Maybe we look at everything that God has called us to do in the law, and we believe we have done pretty good…
· Why would I need a Savior then – 
· So we got it wrong from the beginning, because we failed to see our need for being saved…
· But then sometimes, we get that piece right – I know that I am not right with God, I know that my choices, my life are not what he wants…
· But I see the law, and if I can just do that, then my actions will make me right with God…
· So maybe I had the right starting point, but I turned the wrong direction…
· Paul wants us to know that the law still has a purpose even before we are saved, and that is that the law had become our tutor to lead us to Christ…
· Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and he will make your path straight – pointing straight to himself…
· And that is where we will pick up today with verse 26…
· To see that when we understand the purpose of the law, and allow ourselves to be pointed towards Jesus
· What actually happens when we go to Jesus? 
· We can think of it as going
· From Equal Sinners to Equal Sons
· Please open with me as we read our passage from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians.  We will be on page 1166 of the bible in the chairs.
· As we read together, I would like you to be looking for the 6 identities that we receive when we run to Jesus for salvation…
· You should also be alert in looking for the competing identities that the teachers of the false gospels have been using to separate Christians
· We will be reading Chapter 3, starting at verse 26
· This is the Word of the Lord
· READ Gal 3:26-29
· As we unpack the beauty of these verse, we can see that not because of the law, not because of our own ability to maintain the law, but rather because of faith in Jesus Christ, what is true of every believer  
· First we will see that
I. We Are Sons of God
· The argument that the Jews had been making was to hold onto God’s calling upoin the people of Israel.  It did not matter that they had failed in following God from day 1 bringing exile and discipline over and over again, but they still held fast that they were the sons of Abraham.
· Because if that were true, then they could claim the promises of God, particularly the blessings – but the truth was they had missed it all, they did not understand…
· So Paul tells them there is something far better…
Gal 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
· What’s better than being a Son of Abraham?
· Being a son of God…
· And how does that happen? 
· You will not discover it through a search on ancestry.com
· You cannot earn it through obedience to the law.
· It comes simply through faith in Jesus Christ.
· That wasn’t even on the list before, that wasn’t even on of the options that were considered…
· So what Paul is saying is bursting the bubble…
· The ways that faith changes things directly attacks the ways that people thought they were a part of the people of God and sometimes we still think these ways today
A. We are not born into God’s family
· In the Old Testament, if you wanted to be a part of God’s chosen people, the simplest way in was through family…
· If my parents were Israelites – I was born of my parents – there fore I too am a son of Abraham – that was the thinking for the Jewish people…
· The only thing that meant was that they were born under the law.
· And we are seeing what it is the law was intended to do…
· But what about God’s Family, did this change with the New Covenant?
· You can already see my answer – No…
· But it does not mean we don’t still think that way…
· So many testimonies at church Family Night begin with I was raised in a Christian home…
· But what we come to see is that being born into a Christian home is not the same as being a Christian.
· There is absolutely no one in this room who was a Christian at birth
· David understood even before the New Covenant…
 Psalm 51:5 – Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.
· If we are all born into sin, conceived in sin, that means there is something equally true about all of us – We were all born in need of a Savior…
· Parents – We all long for our children to be Christians…but that only happens with their faith, not yours.
· We cannot claim Christianity on the basis of our parent’s faith, on anyone else’s faith – only your own faith can make you a son of God
· So if I am not born into God’s family, I will find another way
· Yet on our own, we are still ost because
B. We do not earn our way into God’s family
· Again, under the Old Covenant, if I wasn’t born of Israel, was I simply our of luck?
· There actually was another way to get in.
· To be a part of God’s covenant family
Exodus 12:48 – But if a stranger sojourns with you, and celebrates the Passover to the Lord, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near to celebrate it; and he shall be like a native of the land.
· This meant you had to follow all the rules, first in circumcision and then all the rituals and laws to remain clean and to remain a part of the family…
· For the unclean, the sinners were sent outside the family
· But that is not how it works for God’s family
· There are no rituals, laws to obey or symbols to uphold, to include circumcision that would make you a son of God
· In general, you do not see Christians celebrating Passover, or the Day of Atonement. 
· And circumcision today, outside of the Jewish community, is not done for religious reasons, but rather for cultural norms or for medical reasons that are primarily preventative.
· But let’s not fool ourselves – we can create our own rituals today that we think make us Christians
· Is it good to go to church?  yes.  Every week. Certainly.
· How about reading your Bible?  That is a good thing.
· Do we pray?  Are we know as a person who prays?
· How about your jewelry?
· Men, if there is anything hanging on your neck, the most common is a cross.
· Does any of this earn us favor with God?
· Not in the slightest…None of it.  Nothing. Nada…
· Instead, 
C. Faith in Jesus makes us sons of God
Gal 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
· There is nothing that I have to offer the Lord that makes me worthy of inclusion in His family.
· Not my birthright – I was born outside the family
· Not my works, not my righteousness – that all caused me to turn to myself, not God
· Only by faith in the One who came to seek and save the lost.
· Only by faith in the One who work was completed, it is finished.
· And we know that the Father was saistfied as we celebrated the resurrection last week.
· If you have placed your faith in Jesus as Lord
· You are a son of God
· There is no other way…
· Then because of Christ – we can all know that
II. We Have Been Clothed with Christ
· It is a beautiful picture that has so much meaning and helps us to walk humbly as sons and daughters of God.
Galatians 3:27 – For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
· Let’s start by talking about those who were baptized into Christ.
· I want us to be clear what it is and what it is not…
· When looking at the whole of Scripture, we can know that baptism is not an action that is a part of salvation, but rather that it is a response to a work that has already been completed by God
· Baptism is a public profession, a symbol that God’s Word calls us to take to show our alliance with Jesus and our inclusion in the family of God.
· As short aside – I want to pause and ask – are you here and the thing that is holding you back from placing your faith in Jesus is that it would mean you need to be baptized publicly?
· Are you concerned about what that would say about your life growing up?
· I want you to know that I understand…
· When my wife was baptized, I knew the truth, and I still stood back and maintained my distance, because if I were to do the same it would mean admitting that I had been wrong all the rest of my life…
· That was my pride…
· Let me ask you – 
· Are you willing to hold onto your pride, or hold on because, someone else might be upset.
· Would that be what holds you back from accepting God’s free gift of eternal life?
· There are many who will enter the gates of hell holding onto their pride who did not want to admit they were wrong…
· Then maybe it is not about a fear of a public baptism, 
· Maybe it is that the true is an affront to your works, your righteousness.
· Scripture talks about the type of clothes we wil be wearing if we try to approach the throne of God on our own…
Isaiah 64:6a – For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment…
· But not just in Isaiah, it’s depicted like this in Zechariah…
Zechariah 3:1-3 – Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, with Satan standing at his right side to accuse him. The Lord said to Satan: “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! May the Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Isn’t this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?” Now Joshua was dressed with filthy clothes as he stood before the Angel.
· What does Zechariah – this high priest of the Lord – need?
· He desperately needs a change of clothes
Zechariah 3:4 – So the Angel of the Lord spoke to those standing before Him, “Take off his filthy clothes!” Then He said to him, “See, I have removed your guilt from you, and I will clothe you with splendid robes.”
· The filthy rags represent the sin and the unrighteousness that we would bring on our own…
· That is why when we try to approach Jesus in our own way, thinking that we are good on our own, well that person will never approach Him in faith…
· We know that in our sin, we cannot be allowed into the heavenly, we cannot be in the presence of God
· Which is whay God has given us the answer
· He says – You my child, a totally filthy
· You need to be cleansed, and you need new clothes…
· And I am offering to take care of that at no cost to you.
· To the person who believes they are already good
· There is little you could say that would be more offensive
· But for the one who knows they need cleansing
· Jesus offers you his own robes to wear…
· ***Gospel***
· When we have placed our faith in Christ, there is more that is true…
· To include that we, the sons and daughters of God 
III. We Are One in Christ
· If you recall, I mentioned that there are some identity barriers that need to be torn down…this is why…
· Because
A. There is No Difference in Our standing before God
· When we accept our new identity as a son of God, One in Christ, we need to cast off any other identity that we may be holding onto…
· And can we admit that this is an issue that the church has not done as well as we could…
· But let’s consider the implication of what Paul has said…
Galatians 3:28 – There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
· Because of the gospel, because of the death burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we can now see howe that changes us.
a. The Gospel erases ethnic distinction 
· There is no Jew nor Greek.
· As Paulk was writing, the challenge he faced was that the gospel was for everyone, but there were still some in the church who believed and who taught that because Jesus was from ethnic Israel, that meant that the Jews were in a position above everyone else.
· So ethnic identity was placed above faith
· Does this happen today? Where ethnic identity is placed above our identity in Christ?
· Sadly, it happens in both directions.
· And we still have eyes to see ethnicity before we see someone’s faith in Christ
· How did that happen in Galatia?
· The Jews and Gentiles hated one another before Jesus came…
· And I imagine that that hatred did not simply melt away in a night when the church was planted.
· Consider – if you were church planted amongst Gentiles and a believing jew walks in…what would be the temptation…
· I might be assuming the thing they might be thinking…
· That Guy thinks I am just an unclean Gentile.  Iwan’t even good enough to eat dinner with 3 years ago
· But the same struggle might be in the believing Jew
· He would need to fight to see himself and the Gentile Believers as equal sons of God
· And that our equality came at the foot of the cross
· Do we still have that in our churches…sadly yes
· Because years ago, we allowed the ethnic divides in our nation, to create divides in our churches
· Even churches with the same beliefs might remain divided because of our ethnic division…
· But that does not need to be  - There is neither Jew nor Greek 
· This is similar to Paul next comparison – there is no slave nor fee.
b. The Gospel Erases Class Distinctions
· James, the brother of Jesus hit this one pretty hard in his letter to the churches dispersed outside Jerusalem.
· James helps us to see that God’s call to love our neighbors, should not begin with a level of favoritism.
· The church should not be a place where one person finds favor because of what they can put in the offering plate.
· I am going to be honest with you, I can’t say we do this perfectly here, but I do hope that we would welcome everyone through our doors who want to hear the word of God, who wants to hear the gospel and then we can rejoice together that they work that Jesus has done makes all of us sons of God who can approach the throne room with confidence because it does not depend upon where we were born or what we bring with us, other than a heart that trusts in the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord.
· Then there is the distinction that our culture would want to hold to…
· There is no male nor female.
c. The Gospel Erases Gender Distinctions 
· Be honest with me now – are any of you on the edge of your seats waiting to hear what I will say to decide if you will stay or go?
· Let’s be clear – Paul was not say there were no longer genders.
· And I am not about to spring forth with a radical gender ideology regarding transgender, feminism or egalitarianism
· Recall from last week – We are called to stand steadfast, immovable in the truth…
· I believe you will see that this is a truth that your pastors remain steadfast and immovable based on the truth of God’s Word…
· That is why we cannot take this passage to support a false doctrine.
· We think this is a hot button issue for us…
· This was perhaps the strongest barrier of Paul’s day.
· Women, particularly in the Greek and Roman Cultures, were viewed as inferior to men.
· For Paul to make this statement was revolutionary
· Paul was saying that there was no distinction, no difference.  It did not matter if you were a man or a woman, 
· The path to be justified before God was the same.  It did not matter.  
· The answer was faith and the object of that faith was Jesus
· So what did it mean for Paul and because of that what area the implications for us today…
· Time Keller wrote:
· It is natural to ask: what was Paul's understanding of the implication of verse 28 for society in general? Was “neither…slave nor free” They call for the abolition of slavery? If so, why does he tell slaves to be diligent in their work in Ephesians 6: 5-8 and Colossians 3: 22-25? Notice that this thesis in Galatians 3 is that this radical equality is for those who are in Christ. (Kelller, Galatians For You, p.93)
·  The freedom of the gospel has to change our attitudes about everything in life.
B. No dividing Wall in our Relationships with One Another
· Paul was not inciting broad cultural revolution, but He was teaching that a Christians, that within the family of God, these barriers should no longer matter.
· First the gospel means that I am a Christian before anything else
· Before anything that I would consider my identity
· The freedom of the Gospel instead should bring unity in the church and in our hearts..
· On this point let me leave you with a couple reflection questions to ask yourself…
· When I see a barrier, ethnic, class or gender…How can I look down on someone who is clothed with Christ?  They are wearing the same royal robes that you have on…
· When I see differences and I covet what I see someone else has in status, position, finances…Why would I be jealous of someone else, when I have been made a son of God?
· I hope that at this point you are rejoicing in all that we have discovered today…
· But I have one last point that takes all of this to the next level…
· We are sons of God
· We are clothed in Christ
· We are One in Christ
· And with all of that
IV. We are Heirs of the Promise 
· Paul finished this thought by saying…
Galatians 3:29 – And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.
· The words Paul closes with matter deeply…
· Starting with “And if”
· What Paul is describing does not apply for everyone who would read these words, or hear them preached…
· There is a condition that matters.
· If you belong to Christ
· Without any reservation – I will repeat myself here
· We do not belong to Christ because of our parents, 
· we are not born into the family of God
· And we cannot earn our way into heaven.  
· There is no good, no righteous act that we can perform that will change us
· The person who is the most lost is the one who does not even know that they are lost and as such does not look to be found
· Recall our memory verse from last month
Eph 2:8-9  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
· To belong to Christ can only come through faith
· But even there, it is not about the strength of your faith
· The only thing that matters is the object of your faith.
· That faith is in Jesus Christ 
· knowing that He is the One and Only Son of God, who although he existed in the form of God, chose to humble himself, emptying himself taking the form of a bond-servant. He humbled himself to appear in the form of man, and he accepted the shame to carry our sin, accepting our cross, the cross on which He died.  
· Dying, he paid my debt, your debt, 
· He trusted in His Father.  
· For which God the father lifted Him up at the resurrection and bestowed on Him the name above every other name.
· In going to the cross, Jesus purchased you for the price of His blood, his precious blood…
· Therefore you belong to Him – If you have placed your faith and trust in Jesus for salvation…there is no other way.
· And Paul finishes – If that is true – THEN…
· Then you are Abraham’s descendants
· The nation of Israel wanted to hold onto that identity because they knew the promises that God had made to Abraham
· Now there are those who will argue which of the promises apply to the church today. But there is one that all Christain’s agree upon…
· That through Jesus Christ, God fulfilled the covenant and in belonging to Christ, as Abraham’s descendant’s that we will receive the promise of spiritual blessing, the blessing promised to all nations through Abraham’s descendant, Jesus.
· It is the promise of eternal life, for all who would believe, because we are made heirs of the promise.
· King David foretold of this when he wrote in Psalm 16 that “the Lord is the portion of my inheritance and my cup.”
· But even more assuring is God’s confirmation to John…
· In His vision on Patmos, John
Rev 21:3-4, 7 - heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, 4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away… He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son. 
· Ultimately, the most precious, the most valuable item included within the inheritance we receive as a descendant of Abraham
· Is the all access pass to God.
· Eternal life with Jesus Christ that comes because we are His.
· He said “I will be his God and he will be my son”

· There is nothing more relevant or more practical…
· We have a new identity as sons of God
· We have a new community, as we are all one in Christ
· And In christ, we have a new inheritance
· If we are his, we have nothing to fear, no matter what is happening in your life today because we know
Luke 12:32 -It is you Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
· We may look at today and question the promise, because I still have trials, I still have challenges and it seems like there are still barriers…
· But I can know
· That as a son of God, I am His and as such, I can walk by faith, living a truly counter cultural life to prioritize the gospel.
· I want to be steadfast and immovable, abounding in the work of the Lord…
· He came to seek and save the lost and I want to be a part of what his work, because sharing in His inheritance
· Sharing does not mean less for me…It actually means more.
PRAY`` 
