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Develop Christ Followers Committed to the Genuine Gospel
Galatians 4:12-20; April 12, 2026

I hope you had a delightful time celebrating Jesus is Risen last weekend. In many ways the past two Sundays and Good Friday messages provide motivation for our annual theme: Prioritizing the Gospel. 
· Because Jesus is Risen the gospel matters to us and to those around us. 

It is our hope and prayer that our evangelism would not be limited to our services and main events, but that sharing Jesus with the lost one-on-one would be part of our heart. 
· Even as I prepared last Sunday, I found it personally helpful to think of hell as the place where the weepers will weep wishing that their tears could be dried and angry will gnash their teeth without end for it increases our concern for those who do not know Christ.

Today we return to our study of Galatians. From the first message I suggested that the Lord wanted us to have this letter because it is a defense of the genuine gospel. [First week ppt slide] 
· I stated that this defense is expressed in three concepts: justification by faith, freedom in Jesus, and character consistent with the genuine gospel.

I invite you to turn with me to Galatians 4.

The tone of Galatians has been sharp. It is not a casual conversation, but something intense and possibly desperate. 
· Paul did not thank God for them nor did he thank them as he normally did in his letters. He began with a warning – “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting the Lord for a different gospel” (1:6). 
· He says that his opponents, the ones who came to the church to reteach the Bible, should be accursed. That is very strong and very different than his attitude in Philippians 1 where even if people try to harm them, he is still glad they are sharing Christ.
· He even says to the Galatians directly that they are fools (3:1 and 3:3).

We argued that the intensity of this tone, warning, and concern was motivated by the danger to the Galatians. 
· It is the kind of reaction you might see a mother or father having when their 3-year-old chases a ball into the street in the presence of an oncoming vehicle. 
· All normal rules of curtesy disappear due to the danger to the child.
 	
Paul returned to this warning—the danger to the Galatians—when we paused our series before Easter. 
· Please look at Galatians 4:8-11. The basic argument here is that the Galatians are in danger of being enslaved all over again. What were they enslaved to? 
· They were pagans enslaved to the idolatry of their various desires. 
· The risk is that these false teachers were leading them to a different version of the same problem. 
· Instead of the pagan version which they had going before, they are now exchanging it for a works righteousness version. 
· Before their desires led them to doing evil. Now they are leading to them to do good and to think that they earn God’s favor. 
· They would offer up their circumcision and their keeping of the Mosaic Law as evidence of their righteousness. 
· The Lord tells us that this is a different version of same idolatrous problem: being enslaved by their own ruling desires.

The false gospel formula was faith + obedience = salvation. The genuine gospel is faith + salvation = obedience. That was so fundamentally different that Paul could not simply agree to disagree. 
· It was an exchange of the genuine good news of the death, burial, resurrection, appearances, and return of Jesus for a fake gospel containing works righteousness.
· Works righteous religions exist today. There are many modern versions of faith + obedience=salvation.
· Many years ago I wrote a paper on why Acts 2:38 does not teach that baptism saves a person. Baptism is important but it does not save. I initially wrote it for a class in seminary, but I applied for it to be published later in part because when I was a pastor in Frankfort the local Church of Christ church ran a series of articles in the newspaper arguing that baptism saves (called baptismal regeneration) and that if you are not baptized, then you are not a genuine Christian. Isn’t this another version of faith + obedience = salvation where the Lord gave us this book to show it is not? 
· My article was published. I thought it was interesting that the editor published the paper in the cult section. 
· The publisher was making a statement. Baptismal regeneration is a modern doctrine of works righteousness. The same kind of doctrine that the Lord was concerned about in Galatians.

Please notice v. 9… the key matter is to be known by God and to know him. God knowing us is the ultimate difference between those who are saved and those who are not. We also know him.
· We give up our idolatrous commitments when we behold the greatness of our savior.
· The more that you and I experience the glory of our savior’s love, the more our ruling desires will be changed to desire Christ.

What happens next is a master class of ministry relationships. Please follow along as I read Galatians 4:12-20. This is the Word of the Lord. Read vv. 12-20.

What we find is intensely personal and connected to their relationship specifically. 
· As I pondered why God gave us this text and how to present it this morning, I kept trying to insert myself into Paul’s experience. 
· Paul explains that his tone is not solely connected to their danger, but also the grief it would bring to him directly if they were to continue down their current road.

The Lord gave us a window into the relationship between ministers and people. 

There is a sense that this text has been very personal to me this week. I shared a few insights with our other pastors on Wednesday so they could think about it too. This passage is about ministry … about ministers and people.

I am using minister in a broad way. I am not talking exclusively about vocational clergy. I am talking about everyone of you who wants to be an agent of reconciliation or an ambassador for Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Ephesians 6:19-20 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

So the Title of the message is Develop Christ Followers Committed to the Genuine Gospel. I am taking this title from v. 12.

Galatians 4:12a I beg of you, brethren, become as I am, for I also have become as you are.

To rephrase this into something simple, “Be like me because I became like you.” This is a fascinating statement and both phrases are full of meaning. 
· They function at an objective behavior and state of a person perspective, and at an emotional and personal level.

Be like me (Can I have a picture too which illustrates one following another?)
· Paul wants the Galatians free from the idolatry he has been warning them against. They cannot say that believing in Jesus is only accomplished when they are circumcised and keep the Mosaic Law. 
· He wants them to confirm that they will not depart from the genuine gospel of justification by Faith for some other version of works--righteousness.
· He adds, I will be your example. You can follow me. 

One commentator said it this way, “Look at what has happened to me. I was once a zealous devotee of the Mosaic law, stricter than any of you in careful observance of its many requirements. But Christ has delivered me from bondage to the law. I now live by faith in him who loved me and gave himself for me (Gal 2:20). Now I long for you to become like me, living in the liberty of those who are truly the children of Abraham and of God through faith in Jesus Christ.” (Timothy George, Galatians, vol. 30, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1994), 321).

I left being enslaved to find freedom in Jesus and told you about it. 
· Don’t go back to being enslaved under the master I left! Instead, rest in Jesus and enjoy your freedom in him just as I am doing.

Herein is the major challenge for all of us who want to be an agent of reconciliation. We must be the example of what living out the genuine gospel looks like. 
· We spot counterfeits and we reject them. 
· We live with biblical wisdom exercising our freedom wisely.
· We care for others in a gospel focused way.

If you want to pray for your pastors and deacons…. Pray for that. Pray that we would defend the flock as Jesus desires, but that we would also live with biblical wisdom and care as Jesus desires.
· I will not speak for everyone, but I will speak for me. I need the Lord’s help to be that example for all of you.

Each of us can ask ourselves whether it would be a good thing for others to emulate us. Are we the example to follow?
· In the sovereignty of God this week was also the time for my lead pastor review. Between the interim and official role, I have been in this position for 17 months. It was an evaluation of how I have done leading our church, our ministry as whole, our staff, and how I have related to people.
· I know I needed it. While I wrote the message before the evaluation, I was expecting to hear some hard words.
· I am not alone in asking these questions. Our pastors must also wrestle and so must our deacons who have specific care lists must do the same.
· I encourage you to do so also. It will be good for you. Can you say to your unsaved coworker, unsaved child, unsaved friend … “Be like me”?

Sometimes the Bible tells us to imitate someone because they imitate Jesus. But that is not the ground this time. Instead, be like me …

Because I became like you (Can I have a picture here that shows one person joining another in something?)

1 Corinthians 9:19-22 For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law; 21 to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some.

He says this, I took away all the barriers I could remove to develop a relationship with you where I could tell you about Jesus.
· This speaks to the importance of the gospel resources we have on our website.
· How we present Christ and the context in which it best occurs is specific to the person.
· How we witness to a person who grew up with no religious connection whatsoever will be different than the way we witness to a Catholic, a Mormon, or a person who grew up in a church like ours.
· Paul was not talking about sinning to win other people, but he was emphasizing flexibility. Some things did not matter. No compromise on the gospel, freedom elsewhere.

When Paul went to Galatia, he looked for ways to meet these folks where they were and tried to develop a Christ follower from that relationship.
· This is about meeting people where they are.

We are required to stand firm on the genuine gospel and to defend it, but we are also called to meet people where they are. 
· This combination requires nothing less than the grace of Jesus to accomplish.

The objective component is… 
· Be like me (imitate me, follow me, join me) because I became like you. 
· I joined you in your state so I could win you to mine – A Devoted Christ Follower Committed to the Genuine Gospel.

But there is also the personal and relational. 
· Paul’s heart for the church comes out especially here. Galatian’s tone is sharp, but here we see it is also desperate. 
· The Lord gave us this to help us see his heart for his people to not turn from the genuine gospel.

I think what follows is a blueprint for what this open, personal, and caring relationship looks like that will help us develop Christ followers.

I. Push Past Weakness (vv. 12b-15)
The openness with which the Lord speaks and the risks that such openness requires is a model for genuine relationships.

A. Courageously minister through weakness (vv. 12b-13)

Galatians 4:12b-13 You have done me no wrong; 13 but you know that it was because of a bodily illness that I preached the gospel to you the first time

Each one of us has weakness. I used the dove chocolate wrapper as a joke last week “Be Brave Enough to be bad at something new.” But there is also something powerful about that. 
· Weakness encourages us to avoid service. 
· It serves as the ultimate excuse for someone else to do it.

We do not know what bodily illness occurred, but I think we can all relate to what it means to be weak. 

One of our recent prayers comes from 1 Thessalonians 1. We are asking the Lord that you would receive the Lord’s Word not as just a word equivalent to all the other words, but in power, and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. 
· It is only then that the Word produces fruit such that your faith becomes well known to every place that your reputation travels.

We all will have reasons not to __________. 
· Share Christ, teach the Bible to our children, talk about the things that really matter, etc, etc, because our weakness will drive us to silence and inactivity.

We need to get over ourselves and realize that Jesus works powerfully through weakness not just instead of it. This is on the ministry side. We will not develop Christ followers if we cannot push past our weaknesses. On the receiving of ministry … 

B. Allow weakness to drive you to Christ (vv. 14-15)

Galatians 4:14-15 and that which was a trial to you in my bodily condition you did not despise or loathe, but you received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself. 15 Where then is that sense of blessing you had? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me.

Paul’s relationship to the church is amazing. They did not despise or loathe him. They did not allow his weakness to define his ministry. This is the other side.

Verse 13 reminds us, as agents of reconciliation, that equipping us for ministry is a process not a one time training. Our weaknesses will remain.
· One illustration out of a dozen more. Some do not like to mentor others because they are afraid they will be asked a hard question and will not be able to think on their feet (there is the weakness). 
· Then, they will look foolish and the person will not want mentored anymore.

But vv. 14-15 highlights the way that we receive ministry. Do we allow another person’s weakness to be the defining feature of the ministry. 
· I admit sometimes weakness is distracting. 
· In fact, it is easy to focus on the weakness and miss what is happening. 

But you do not get meaningful relationships built that way. Instead, what happened in the text is that the church embraced their weakness.
· From their perspective Paul was an angel of God or as Jesus Christ himself.
· In fact, their willingness to accept Paul as he was seeking to become like them was so powerful that they would have been willing to sacrifice for him!

That resulted in the blessing of a sweet and joyful relationship. 
· Notice that this is a 2 way street involving both the minister – agent of reconciliation—not being crushed by their own weaknesses and refuse to minister.
· Some of you need to ask the Lord to help you overcome your insecurities. 
· It also involves the recipient valuing the relationship enough that they were willing to overlook the weaknesses to accept the ministry.
· Still others might need help being less consumer minded where you only value something done with perfection.

We need Jesus for both.

I am going to illustrate this with a true story. 
· I was once in a church that had no worship leader for our Wednesday evening services. So I did it. You ask, what did that look like? Well, I played a guitar and I led the singing. We had a delightful time (mostly), it was a blessing. 
· But two things were required for it to be a blessing. 
· One … I am not very musical but I had to get over myself and be okay making mistakes. 
· Two … the people had to receive the ministry as an expression of love. 
· It might not have been very high quality, but it was an expression of care in both directions.

I suspect that one of two of you are asking when I will break out the guitar and sing a special. Remember last week when we talked about basketball? 
· In all seriousness, there are many other wonderful servants of Jesus who want to use their skill and ability in that way and the needs at Faith are different. 
· I can promise you that I still serve in areas of weakness.

We can develop Christ followers committed to the genuine gospel (that is be like me because I became like you) when we push past weakness. A second answer is when we … 

II. Speak Openly about Your Concerns and Warn against Danger (vv. 16-18)

Pushing past weakness on both sides of the equation is required, but so is open communication. 
· Without open communication, people fill in holes with whatever they want, or whatever deceptions they hear.

But open communication is also risky. That is why developing Christ followers committed to the genuine gospel requires authentic relationship. 
· For all of us, will at one time or another, be tempted to drift away from Christ to our idolatry and be enslaved all over again.

But what happens when you call it out. What if you communicate clearly, openly, and honestly about concerns or dangers?

A. Sometimes it results in you being the Enemy (v. 16)

Galatians 4:16 So have I become your enemy by telling you the truth? 

The false teachers who proclaimed a works righteousness gospel were apparently at least mildly successful convincing the church that Paul had not been truthful with them. 

There is the rub. I have shown throughout this study that these false teachers did not come into the church saying they were a bunch of liars, deceivers, and desired to help every person in Galatia join them in hell.
· What false teacher ever does that? That would not be a very strong sales pitch.
· Instead they misused the Bible. They interpret passages merely for their own advantage. 
· They fail to understand the larger storyline and thus became liars and deceivers. 
· But they also tend to be convincing liars and deceivers.

Agents of reconciliation and ambassadors for Christ might face this same reality. 
· That is one reason some prefer to hide. 
· These individuals do not want to be ambassadors because it means someone might come along and turn on them.

Galatians is so strong and intense. Paul understands that his ministry to the church might be over. The false teachers will win. 
· Sometimes they do.

Friends, ministry is risky. I understand.
· But if the Lord is going to use you to develop Christ followers committed to the genuine gospel then you must be willing to take the hard risks.

The more you are involved the more likely that someone becomes your enemy. But that is why what we spoke about last Sunday is so important. 
· We know that our work in the Lord is not in vain. 

B. Remember that Others desire a following rather than your good (v. 17)

Galatians 4:17 They eagerly seek you, not commendably, but they wish to shut you out so that you will seek them. 

This is a powerful statement, but one also forged in risk. Paul explains the motive of these false teachers. Motives are tricky. 
· On the one hand, we know something about a person’s motives because the Bible tells us that the mouth speaks from that which fills the heart.
· On the other hand, who knows the spirit of a man except the spirit which is in him?

Behavior tells us something, but it cannot tell us everything about a person’s motives. 
· But Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, explains the motives of the false teachers. They wanted a following even if it came at the expense of the followers.

Here is why relationship matters so much. I am much more inclined to trust and believe people I know. I am more skeptical of those for which I have little experience.
· Now a person I trust can break that trust through behavior or words that confuse me or are inconsistent with all that I know about them. I am sure that is true for you as well.
· But generally speaking, relationships are built on trust and so is ministry.

While we must be cautious criticizing others or other ministry, there might be times when we must call out behavior for what it is. We will see why next … 

C. Being sought is only good when the seeker pursues the right goal (v. 18)

Galatians 4:18 But it is good always to be eagerly sought in a commendable manner, and not only when I am present with you. 

We see again something very human and personal. It is always good to be eagerly sought in a commendable way. 
· Stephanie and I tried to teach our children that as they reached dating age, the thought and feeling of being loved is powerful. 
· It is so powerful that you will put your guard down, tolerate things you would never tolerate otherwise, and you will agree to do things you should not do.
· You guard against this by the point I will share shortly and by guarding your heart.

The Lord reminds us of this very powerful idea -- being loved or pursued is powerful. But it is only good when the seeker pursues the right goal. 

Later this year I have a new book coming out. I wrote most of it in early 2024. The manuscript was originally due in late 2024. The publisher graciously granted me over a year extension. 
· It is called Are you ready for the ring? 
· It encourages those dating to ask tough questions, evaluate motives, and discuss life goals. 
· It is my hope that the Lord uses it to help those dating remember that it is always good to be pursued in a commendable manner, but it is destructive to your life if you are pursued for other reasons.

Just to show that Paul is not some control freak, he highlights that it is good to be pursued by others too – as long as they are helping you become a Christ follower committed to the genuine gospel. 
· We have seen that we must push past weakness, speak openly and honestly, and finally … 

III. Pursue the Goal of Christ is Formed in You (v. 19-20)

So what goal is it? Christ is formed in you. I think the best explanation is Christlike Character and action. In Colossians 2:6 he says so walk in Jesus, in Romans 8 he says be conformed to the image of Jesus, in 2 Cor 3:18 we are being transformed into the image of Jesus.

Be like me because I became like you. Follow my example of becoming more like Jesus so you in turn will be more like him too.

A. Knowing that it could be painful if not crushing to your heart (v. 19)

Galatians 4:19 My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you

Paul was not afraid to use interesting terminology. Generally speaking, I find that men talking about labor is unwise. Men get zero sympathy for whatever happened in labor and delivery. 
· For example, despite all the classes we took before our first was born, no one told me that the birthing room at the hospital would be freezing cold. 
· While Stephanie was giving birth, working hard, and sweating. I basically froze to death. But you what? Unless I am in exclusively male company, that gets me nowhere. I get zero compassion and care.
· All I get is the lesson. So for the two later births, I was ready. Flannel under garments, multiple layers and a nice size jacket just in case. 
· Along with some snacks because no one cares that the husband is hungry either.

All joking aside, our children bring tremendous joy and they can bring heartache. When older children turn from the Lord and possibly against us, there is deep pain. It is like a part of our heart dies. 
· It can be true for our spiritual children too. 
· To watch a person you discipled, cared for, helped, and supported turn on you results in a pain that refuses to go away. That is especially acute …

B. Knowing that you may or may not be able to have a personal conversation (v. 20)

Galatians 4:20 but I could wish to be present with you now and to change my tone, for I am perplexed about you.

This might be the most heart-felt painful statement in Galatians. The Lord called Paul elsewhere but his heart never left. 
· All that he has heard and understood has confused, angered, and concerned him. But he does not know whether a personal conversation can ever happen.

It brings vv. 19-20 into a unit … it hurts when someone you viewed as a child or child in the faith walks away and blames you in the process. It hurts when you move from the helped to the obstacle.
· Sometimes there is nothing you can do about it. 
· No conversation, no attempt at reconciliation, just division, conflict, and loss. A different trust relationship won out. 
· But what you want is Christ formed in them. It is not about you. It is about Christ formed in them. 
· Maybe, they will be lost. Their faith will be worthless. Maybe the Lord will use someone else to minister to them. Regardless, you trust the Lord.

Do you want to be an ambassador for Jesus or an agent of reconciliation? 
· Can you say be like me because I became like you? 

If you agree that you need to be an ambassador, then developing Christ followers committed to the genuine gospel will require pushing past weakness (your own and others who minister to you), it will require open communication knowing that openness might result in you being an enemy, and it will require pursuing the goal of Christ formed in you.

Let’s ask the Lord for help.


