The Wisdom of Faith and Foolishness of the Flesh
Galatians 3:1-5
Prioritizing the Gospel

Intro…
Prioritizing the Gospel

Last week we walked through the end of chapter 2 and Pastor Rod led us to see from the text that everyone’s need is justification…or righteousness… everyone’s problem is that we are bent toward a self-focused self-justification, and that everyone’s solution is justification through faith in Christ. 
Pastor Aucoin defined the term righteousness in a very helpful way…. “Righteousness is a person’s entire disposition and actions in a relationship that keeps them in right standing in that relationship.” – P. B. Aucoin
And the relationship we are referring to is the most important relationship we could invest in…a relationship with Christ! He is the solution! 
That is foolishness to the world. Pastor Rod reminded us of this, right? 
1 Cor 1:18 For the Word of the Cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
So we see that the gospel is seen by those who are perishing as foolish. This is where everyone’s problem comes into play. They do not believe that they need anyone outside of themselves to be saved, or to be justified. 
There are other forms of foolishness, too…
In chapter 1, Paul expressed his amazement at the Galatians for listening to a different gospel.
Now as we jump to Galatians 3, Paul, again, rebukes the Galatians of being a foolish people. The tables turn a little bit here. Rather than the world calling believers foolish, the people who are a part of the church are being deceived and swayed to follow the foolishness of religion and of the flesh. The foolishness of adding to the gospel. Of saying that I need Jesus +(plus) something else.   
Please turn in your bibles to Gal 3:1-5. That is on page ________ in the Bible under the chair in front of you. 
Please follow along as I read… 
Galatians 3:1–5 -1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? 2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 4 Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?
As we consider Paul’s rebuke to the Galatians, I want to look at…
The Wisdom of Faith and Foolishness of the Flesh
While we consider…
4 reminders to focus on the wisdom of faith 
We are reminded in verse one to…
1. Be aware of foolishness and deception that draws one away from Christ

Galatians 3:1 -1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? 

a. Consider the enticement of works

How easily could one be enticed by works? 

Well, let’s consider this…when you are praised at work after you’ve finally completed that project that took way too long to complete…or when you’ve received your grades from a very difficult exam and find that you scored one of the highest grades in class…

When your son/daughter obeys the first time when you’ve asked for them to clean their room. 

How do you feel? Do you feel powerful…in control…like you are on top of the world??
Well that is precisely what can entice you…you end up chasing that feeling…

And I’m not saying that those are bad feelings. Feeling accomplished is not wrong…it is placing all of our efforts, all of our faith into that feeling that can lead us astray…because what will happen when you don’t perform as well, or when your child no longer obeys…to what or whom will you turn to? 

When our plans to go the way we anticipated or when we feel that we have lost control…if our faith has been placed in Christ…we can trust that God will sustain us…comfort us…and we can cast our cares at His feet. 

When we trust in what essentially becomes an idol…job performance, academics, control over our lives…the weight of our shame, doubt, and fears will crush us. 

This is why Paul is so astounded by…so amazed by…that he screams out to the Galatians…YOU FOOLS! Christ has been preached to you and it is as if you were there when He was crucified! And now you are being seduced by false teachings!

Paul was so grieved, that he let them have it…he didn’t hold back. 

Later we’ll go deeper into what exactly they were being led astray by…But he starts off this way to allow the Galatians to feel the weight of what they are doing. To wake them up and have them realize that they are placing their trust in their own works. 

They are losing sight of what Christ has done for them and therefore abandoning the fact that…   

Ephesians 2:8–9 -8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

By the way…that is why we are pushing for Memory Verses. This happens to be part of this month’s verse just as Pastor _______ reminded us of not too long ago. 

It is so that we can call these verses back to memory whenever we begin to be led astray…to fight the temptation to believe that we can add anything to the gospel…and to not end up in the same way that the Galatians did. 

So, the Galatians were being enticed by the so-called works based justification…Which Paul had already argued against in Ch. 2… 

Galatians 2:15–16 -15 “We are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles; 16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 


To think that you can add anything to the gospel or be saved by something other than Christ is utter foolishness….this is why Paul rebukes the Galatians so sternly…because

b. Foolishness sets aside the purpose and testimony of Christ’s crucifixion

At the end of the passage from last week it said

Galatians 2:21 -21 “I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.”

If man can be saved through the works of the Law, there was no reason for a messiah to come and die…you can’t combine the purpose of Christ’s crucifixion with the works of the law…it is foolish to try to mash them together.

The Galatians were trusting in what they had done…in their status…their circumcision…their merit…instead of the finished work on the cross.

Something that had been preached to them with such clarity…and such depth.

And yet, the Galatians are turning away from that and are bewitched that their own works like circumcision are now more important.
As I mentioned earlier…Paul emphasizes that he has preached Christ to the Galatians to the point that it is as if they were there at Christ’s crucifixion. 

He is basically calling them eye witnesses of Christ’s crucifixion through what they have heard from him and was revealed to them by the Holy Spirit. 

It is baffling that they would know the gospel that well, that vividly, and still be led astray. 

They basically were stating that the true witness that they received through Paul’s words and by the Holy Spirit meant nothing to them. 

Being a witness of Christ was a deeply important aspect of a Christian…

Acts 10:39–41 -39 “We are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. 40 “God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 

They were aware of the One who saved them…

Colossians 2:13–14 “And you, who were dead in your trespasses… God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.”

They were aware of how they were saved

They were aware that the law condemns us,….it cannot save us…we needed the cross to cancel out the debt of the law…and yet, they were led astray.

The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus is what Paul testified about as most important…

1 Corinthians 15:3–8 -3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 

Foolishness sets aside the purpose and testimony of the cross, and allows works-based merit to bewitch you.

And so we must…

2. Remember that salvation is about receiving the Spirit by faith

Galatians 3:2 -2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? 

What did the Galatians allow to seep into their hearts? This is what Paul is trying to find out with this question. How did you receive the Spirit? 

The answer to this question would reveal a lot about a person’s heart. Paul’s words should also remind the Galatians that…

a. The Holy Spirit had to rescue and regenerate you 

Dead things can’t save themselves, dead things don’t grow…you have to be made alive, you have to be reborn first, you have to be regenerated by the Spirit…and that is a work of God…we receive it by faith, but it is a work of God.

As John says..

John 6:63 -63 “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 

Or Titus…

Titus 3:5–7 -5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

We remember the analogy of the house built on the rock and that one built on the sand, right? There is wisdom in building on a solid foundation…foolishness in building on sand. 

Once you’ve got the foundation, do you just hope that everything else works out? No, especially with tall buildings, you have to make sure that it is reinforced. Typically by pillars…Otherwise, it can be swayed. 

Similarly with our faith, we must always be…

b. Reinforcing the foundation of your salvation testimony helps you move forward wisely

Paul says…

Romans 3:28 -28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law. 

Notice that Paul talks a lot about being justified by faith and not by the works of the Law…this is because we can be so easily swayed, just as the Galatians, to be moved by the winds of false teachings, particularly those that add works-based merit to our salvation. 

Paul is telling us that we must “maintain” in other words, hold fast to…solidify…grasp on to…Reinforce, that our justification was not earned by our works, but given freely by the grace of God. 

Ephesians 1:13–14 -13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

This foundation that we received by faith means you are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise…This should impact how we live our lives. Knowing that we are God’s possession and not our own. We must reinforce our foundation by remembering this. 

Forgetting your salvation testimony…forgetting what you have witnessed by hearing with faith…led them astray

So let me ask you…is this only an issue for the Galatians? 

I don’t think so…I would encourage you to take this as a gentle warning…to not allow yourself to be led astray…to remember how and when you were saved…and remind yourself it is a gift of God, not of your own works….

If you began thinking about this, and you recognize I have been trying to do religious things my whole life to be a good person in God’s eyes, well today is a really great yet humbling day for you, where you need to recognize that you can’t earn your way to heaven…and you need to receive the Spirit, to receive the gift of eternal life by faith. I would invite you to do that this morning , even right now…and If you want to talk more about that…please come talk to one of the pastors.

Believers need to consider.…if this is genuine…if I truly have trusted Christ…how does it affect my life each day…

In light of all of this it is clear that…

3. Wisdom calls us to continue and finish how we start

Paul doubles down on the foolishness terminology and he says..

Galatians 3:3 -3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 

a. There is a fundamental difference and opposition between the Spirit and the flesh
This is an interesting question with interesting wording…

Flesh is a biblical word that is focused on man’s desires and man’s effort 

The way we say it around here is that you do what you do because you want what you want, and often add, because you believe what you believe…if you allow yourself to be led by the flesh…that will drive what you believe, which will drive what you want…which will drive what you do. 

The Spirit is all about how God is working in your life to confirm you to His will…what he desires and what He wants…our fleshly desires should be changed to be what God desires. 

So the flesh and the spirit are at war…they do not have the same objective…one is about glorifying Christ, and one is about glorifying mankind, or glorifying yourself more specifically.

This is why, when it comes to becoming a Christian, Jesus said…

John 3:5–6 -5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

When you become a Christian you realize you are at war within yourself…and you need to put to death the flesh…you need to live in a way where it is not all about you…the reality is without the spirit regenerating you…a person cannot just overcome their own flesh, their own desires. 

That is why we need a Savior and we need the Holy Spirit to regenerate us.

This is why Paul asks the question. He wants to know what the Galatians believe… did the Holy Spirit begin the work and then give up to allow the flesh to take over? 

No, because if the flesh took over, we would end up far from the Spirit. Therefore, it is not through the works of the flesh that we are saved. Just another rebuttal to a salvation based on a works-based merit system. 

Paul says, that this would not lead to life, rather it would lead to death. 

Romans 8:6–8 -6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

The point is if the spirit worked in your life to bring you into a right relationship with God through Christ…you are not going to grow in maturity by now trying to boast in what you accomplish and focus on yourself.

This also reminds us that…

b. If the Spirit made you alive in Christ, the Spirit empowers you to live for Christ.

Galatians 2:19–20 -19 “For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 20 “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

Paul is saying the life I live on earth, in my fleshly body is not about me…I am to live by faith in the One who loved me and gave himself up for me….

This is true and lasting freedom…otherwise we would be bound and enslaved to sin. 

Colossians 2:6–7 -6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 

If you have been saved, and you are thankful for that reality…your life should be one of overflowing with gratitude…that is how even in trials, believers grow deeper in their faith and appreciation for their savior…

Later in Galatians this same theme gets picked up…

Galatians 5:25–26 -25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another. 

We must fight the temptation of being boastful and focusing on our own works. We just sang that it is all because of Christ’s all sufficient merit that we have received salvation…let’s not confuse that…for

c. Confusing the gospel stunts your growth

What are some examples that growth is stunted in Scripture?

Well Hebrews is not afraid to paint the picture 

Hebrews says…

Hebrews 5:12 -12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 

We want to preach the gospel to ourselves. 

Hebrews 6:1 -1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 

Do not soften the true gospel to attract more people. It hinders their growth. 

God’s way of maturing believers is often through suffering. 

Paul is saying that the Galatians have suffered for Christ…the genuineness of their faith had been revealed, rather than their ability to keep the law…

Paul uses suffering as well as miraculous signs to draw their attention back to the purpose and power of God working through faith rather than works…

He reminds us that…

4. Suffering and miraculous signs point to faith rather than the law

Galatians 3:4–5 -4 Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? 

a. Legalism robs suffering of purpose

Paul says the Galatians have suffered, and if they go back to Judaism and get some protection from suffering…the question is what was the point of the suffering?

Definition of legalism…

So to seek refuge in the law to end suffering misses the whole purpose of suffering because of the name of Christ.

One of the most clear and powerful explanation about the purpose of suffering and how it can point to genuine faith in Christ is

1 Peter 1:6–7 -6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

Suffering while clinging to Christ is a powerful sign to others around you… 

Another powerful sign that Paul reminds the Galatians of, are the miracles they experienced.

b. The miraculous signs of the early church were evidence of the Spirit and of faith

Paul is saying…did that person get healed because you keep the sabbath? Did your resisting stealing and coveting cast a demon out of someone…

Or did trusting in the Lord who heals and sets captives free was that really what the sign or miracle was all about.

Similarly Jesus spoke to the pharisees saying… pharisees accuse Jesus when He healed on sabbath…

God used signs and wonders working through His servants to authenticate the message of the Gospel…and apparently the Galatians had experienced signs and wonders to authenticate not the law, but the good news of salvation in Christ…

Hebrews makes a similar argument….

Hebrews 2:1–4 -1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, 3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will. 

The Lord used both suffering and miracles in the Galatians life to exalt the message of Christ..

Application…
May we too guard our hearts to boast in nothing but Christ crucified.
Lets pray.


