The Promise and the Law – Gal 3.15-25 – Folden FE
As we continue to Prioritize the Gospel this year….I want us to consider today how important a promise is. Last week we observed how salvation has always been by faith all through history…it has never changed…that is a commitment, a promise of God that a person is considered righteous based on faith and not works…
A promise that it will always be like that…and there are real and genuine blessings that are dependent on that promise…Promises are important….
· Would you rather someone promise you something, and they fulfill that promise or would you rather have to take them to court to show them where they are wrong and force them to do something.
· Would you rather your spouse promise to love you, be a blessing to you or do you want them to sign a contract that you can leverage later and force them to throw you a birthday party.
· Would you rather your kids commit to spend time with you, or would you rather bribe them or threaten them if they don’t….a promise is always better….
Our son Rhys highlighted the importance of promises and the importance of God keeping his promises…Rhys, Mackenna and the promise of a hug on CFN and the response, only God keeps his promises.
Well he is right…only God keeps all His promises…Our God is good…and His promise is better than anything else, and as we will see today, it is better than the law.
Please open your bibles to Gal 3:15-25 as we continue our series in Galatians today and consider ….
THE PROMISE and the Law
Read Gal 3:15-25
Galatians 3:15–25 -15 Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man’s covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it. 16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. 18 For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise. 
19 Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made. 20 Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one. 
21 Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law. 22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed. 
24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 
With our time this morning, let’s look at….3 Reasons the Promise of God is superior to the Law
1. The promise of God cannot be changed by the law v15-18

a. Ratified human agreements cannot be set aside or adjusted
Galatians 3:15 -15 Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man’s covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it. 

Paul is saying I am going to start with an example that people use in everyday life. He says this is man’s covenant…the word for covenant is a binding agreement between parties. Here it is most likely referring to a will for an inheritance. When someone drafts a will and it has been ratified or confirmed/validated a person can’t just ignore it and do whatever they want with someone’s estate…also you can’t just add things to it if you are not the originator of the will.

When someone drafts a will, it is a promise as to how they are going to bless their family or bless others with their resources. Paul then shifts to 

b. The promise was given to Abraham and his seed, Christ
Galatians 3:16 -16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 

I think directs our attention all the way back to genesis chapter 3 when we see the promise that God will put enmity between the seed of the woman and the seed of Satan….but the context has been all about Abraham, and so we see the focus of the promise to Abraham….God made this promise when he said

Genesis 22:18 -18 “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” 

Paul is also very specific that this promise is to Abraham and to His seed singular…there is one person by which this promise will come in absolute fulfillment, where all the nations of the earth will be blessed….

So we have this promise by God to Abraham that all the Earth will be blessed through Abraham seed….The challenge here is Paul has been quoting from the OT extensively, and the Judaizers would also be using the scriptures, and it might seem like Paul is just ignoring huge parts of the bible that the false teachers say is critical to their argument that you need to add circumcision and the law to Christ to truly be saved and truly follow Christ.

Paul is saying you are reading you bible wrong…you need to look at the promise and the law in context to each other properly…the law cannot change the promise even though it came later…you see…

c. The law was given to Moses 430 years later
Galatians 3:17 -17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. 

God made a promise to Abraham….a covenant…a special commitment that could not be changed by the law. In fact he reaffirms this covenant multiple times with Abraham’s descendants…he came to Abraham’s son Isaac and said… 

Genesis 26:4,24 -4 “I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; …24 The Lord appeared to him the same night and said, “I am the God of your father Abraham; Do not fear, for I am with you. I will bless you, and multiply your descendants, For the sake of My servant Abraham.” 

He then reiterated His promise to Jacob, Abraham’s grandson…

Genesis 28:13–15 -13 And behold, the Lord stood above it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants. 14 “Your descendants will also be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 “Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 

The promise of land, seed and blessing was in place before the law and the law can’t change it…The Law actually came 645 years after Abraham…215 years after Abraham is when this reaffirmation of the promise to Abraham is reaffirmed to Abraham’s grandson Isaac…and then 430 years after Isaac is when Moses received the law on top of Mount Sinaai… 

The point is if a promise has been made a promise will be kept…for example if you are going to inherit some money from your grandfather….if your job institutes a new vacation policy, or the government adjusts the speed limit in your state, or your HOA changes the rules if you can park boats in your front yard….that does not change the promise of your inheritance…

Because…

d. Inheritance is based on a promise not observance of the law
Galatians 3:18 -18 For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise. 

The promise is better because it is about grace, about generosity, it is about who are God is…not how obedient you are…

I am sure you have seen movies or read books or even experienced a family member leveraging the promise of money over you to control you and get you to obey them or do what they want…usually that is a horrible depiction of a person who uses resources to try to control a person’s behavior…like a law is used to address a persons behavior…

Our God is not like that…he gives us an inheritance out of His goodness and based on a promise. An inheritance can’t be based on both…it must either be based on law or a promise…Scripture affirms 12 ways to Tuesday that it is about a promise…

Romans 4:13–16 -13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified; 15 for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no violation. 16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 

The law can’t change the promise…it is secure, it came before the law and the promise is not based on human performance or human obedience, but rather by faith in the character of God who made the promise and brings about the promise through the seed of Abraham, namely Christ.

Now another reason the promise is better than the law is…

2. The law was temporary and the promise permanent v19-20

You see…
a. The law was added due to transgressions 
Galatians 3:19 -19 Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions,…

Paul preemptively answers an obvious question….what is the point of the law if it is not a part of salvation…

The law was not added to be a part of the promise, but to show the need for the promise….Paul picks this up more later in the passage, but the Law and sin go together just as the promise and blessing go together.

Thew law was added bc of transgressions….Paul also says in Romans…

Romans 7:9 -9 I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died;

When you live your life and you don’t know something is wrong, you live in bliss, until the bill comes due….you drive as fast as you want, and it is great, until you get pulled over….you don’t pay taxes great until the IRS audits you….Paul says when the command came, sin was awakened in me at a level I was not fully aware of and I died….the law revealed my sin and brought death and consequences into my life….

Even though the promise is better, we are not saying the law is bad…in fact…

Romans 7:12 -12 So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.

Our rebellion against the law is what is bad…more on that in a bit…

The way the law was added was also different than the way the promise was made….you see…

b. The law required a mediator in contrast to the personal promise

Galatians 3:19–20 -19 Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made. 20 Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one. 

The Judaizers, those who were seeking to add the law to Christ were emphasizing how important the law was…and the reality is the law was received in a very impressive way…

Deuteronomy 33:2 -2 He said, “The Lord came from Sinai, And dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran, And He came from the midst of ten thousand holy ones; At His right hand there was flashing lightning for them. 

When moses received the law, we read in Exodus 19 there was thunder and lightning, a thick cloud descended on the mountain, very loud trumpet sounds, fire and smoke, the whole mountain quaked and the people were terrified and they trembled and then God gave Moses the 10 commandments…

The holiness of God is on display….the people are right to tremble…but the law was added due to transgressions and it was ordained or delivered through angels by a mediator….Angels are God’s messengers, and Moses was the one who mediated between God and the people….so the point is there is almost like a barrier…there are angels, loud sounds, and then Moses relays the message he heard.

When Abraham received the promise from God it was very different….In Genesis 15 we see God making a covenant with Abraham in a very personal way…Making a promise to Abraham….and what is interesting is there are not two parties really involved in this covenant….Abraham believed God and it was credited to Him as righteousness….and then God tells Him to bring animals and they are divided in 2 (punishment consequences) and then Abraham falls into a deep sleep and the Lord in the form of smoke and fire pass through the animals making the covenant while Abraham sleeps…and the point is there is no mediator, no angels and Abraham is asleep…

POINT - this promise is not contingent on Abraham doing something, it really is about God making a covenant with himself…Abraham is asleep….This is a promise solely based on the character and commitment of God….

a mediator is not for one party only….Here we have God by himself making a promise with Abraham…This is intimate, personal….there is not lightning and thunder, but it is God making an unqualified covenant with Abraham that all the earth would be blessed through Him….and it was not primarily about Abraham, it was about God who keeps His promises.

whereas the receiving of the law on Mt Sinai is a bit different…when the law is delivered the people say they will obey it, they will do it….but the reality is they are not able to keep the law, they are not faithful to their part of the law. When Stephen is martyred, he references the history of Isreal and highlights the rebellious nature of the people and the law…. 

Acts 7:52–53 -52 “Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become; 53 you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it.” 

The promise of the righteous one is better than the law…The law was also temporary bc ….

c. The law was added with an ending point
The text says…

Galatians 3:19 -19 … until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made. 

The law had a purpose until Christ, the seed came….notice how the book of Titus captures this….

Titus 2:11–14 -11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 

The gospel instructs us to live in a way that honors the Lord, but it is after we have been redeemed from every lawless deed….The law can’t make us pure….only Christ can purify us…and when he does..then we have the law of Christ…we are governed by who Christ is and what He has done and not by the Law of Moses.

Lest we pit Peter against Paul or Paul against James…the law is not to be pitted against the promise, but they actually are designed to work together….

3. The law is not opposed to the promise but reveals the importance of the promise. v21-25
a. The law cannot impart life
Galatians 3:21 -21 Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law. 

God’s promises bring life…the law brings death…that is why Paul says..

Romans 7:4 -4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 

You can’t trust the law and Christ…you must die to one to place your trust in the other….

Dying to the law is another way of repenting from your dead works…saying I can’t keep the law…I am guilty and I need a savior…then by faith you can be joined to Christ…so that just as He was raised, so to you can have life and bear fruit for the Lord….

The law can’t bring life….only death…because

b. The law was given to reveal sin
Galatians 3:22 -22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 

When I talk to people about the gospel, one of the big talking points is to discuss the purpose of the 10 commandments…most people think that the 1-0 commands or the law is simply what we are supposed to do and if we do them well enough we get to go to heaven….but the purpose of the law was never to give life…it was to bring awareness about our sin….

Romans 7:7 -7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “You shall not covet.”

Paul also says it another way…

Romans 3:19–20 -19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God; 20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. 

In other words, we are all caught dead to rights, and we need to shut our mouths and agree with God that we are guilty…not try to argue our case like we are on judge Judy…I’m guilty…I have no defense…

c. The law locks us up and faith in the promise sets us free
Galatians 3:23 -23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed. 

The law is good…if you don’t try to make it do too much…if you don’t try to pursue righteousness with it…you have to do what Timothy says…

1 Timothy 1:8–11 -8 But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9 realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers 10 and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching, 11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been entrusted.

You read that passage and you think…well I did not kill my mother or father, so I am ok right…then you just keep reading….the law is for the ungodly, rebellious. Immoral, liars…and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching….it is like the law is for everyone…but I need to use the law in the right way and that is to see we all broke the law….there is none righteous no not one….that is what the law is to be used for…so we have humble eyes to see the glorious Gospel of the blessed God…

The last point is that ….

d. The law is our guardian to lead us to Christ

Galatians 3:24–25 -24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 

The word tutor is more than just a school teacher….think more governess from Victorian times….a guardian in the Greek world most likely would be a well educated slave…and the father would put the guardian in charge of his son…and the guardian would go with the son to protect him, but also to teach, discipline, correct and to prepare Him for maturity….so it was a glorious day for a young person to not have to have a guardian following him around all the time and constantly correcting and disciplining Him….once a boy came of age the idea is he had freedom and now was in a position to live in a way that did not need that constant threat of discipline and training….

So the law had purpose…but that purpose was to lead us to Christ and see our great need for freedom that comes from trusting in Him. The law truly imprisons us bc we are all guilty and the book of Galatians is about the freedom we have in Christ…not the freedom to do whatever we want like we need to be supervised, but the freedom we have that motivates us to live for the Lord when no one is watching us….

Romans 8:1–2 -1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 

Ask yourself…is the promise motivating you to overflow with rejoicing bc you are not condemned by the law anymore… are you truly living for the Lord and enjoying the blessing of the gospel.

Remember the Promise that in Abraham, and in His seed all the earth would be blessed….we see that….

Romans 4:7–8 -7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, And whose sins have been covered. 8 “Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account.”

We receive that blessing through faith in the promise and not works of the law.

Let us rejoice everyday so that those around us see us as Children of the promise…and not prisoners of the law.

Lets pray and thank the Lord for His promise…that He always keeps.
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