Moving on to Maturity
2 Responses to Move on to Spiritual Maturity

Illustration needed.

Turn in your Bibles to Hebrews 5.  That is page ________ of the back section of the Bible located under the chair in front of you.


This year our annual theme is Fixing our Hearts on Jesus. A couple of themes have emerged so far. 

The reader of Hebrews was just confronted with the beauty of Jesus being our perfect high priest.
· Now remember the readers of Hebrews were having a battle waging in their minds.
· They had become a follower of Jesus, but that was proving to be really hard.
· Hardships were showing up in many different ways.
· Rejection by family members who remained in Judaism
· Persecution by those in society around them who viewed them as an enemy.
· Financial implications as they were rejected from the marketplace
· Pressure to just turn aside from pursuing Christ and to return to Judaism.
· And as you can imagine the temptation was real to consider returning to Judaism.
· Your family would welcome you back
· Your neighbors would accept you as a follower of this ancient religion.
· You could return to the marketplace.
· The pressure valve could be released.

And the author keeps giving them little glimpses of how Jesus is better than the things they used to cling to in Judaism.
	Including last week as Pastor Folden showed us Jesus is the superior High Priest.
· Jesus as our High Priest could make an eternal sacrifice to provide the eternal salvation we need.

And then right after that text where the conversation focused on the High Priests and especially the Priesthood after the order of Melchizedek, the author of Hebrews inserts another one of his warning passages.
· In fact he will return to a bigger discussion about Melchizedek, but first a warning.

And today we get to put some thoughts into this difficult warning passage.
· As we look at the beginning of this warning, let me encourage you to do a few things.
· Allow the Holy Spirit to convict you where you need to be convicted.
· Respond appropriately to the conviction.  There is nothing worse that you could do than to hear a warning and choose to ignore the warning or seek to hush the Holy Spirit. 
· Let today be a day of growth in your spiritual life.

Today’s message is found in Hebrews 5:11-6:3 and we will be talking about Moving on to Maturity.
Please follow along as I read beginning in Hebrews 5:11.
Hebrews 5:11–6:3 (NASB95) 
11 Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 
12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 
13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. 
14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil. 
Chapter 6 
The Peril of Falling Away 
1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 
2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. 
3 And this we will do, if God permits. 

With our time remaining let’s look at 2 Responses to Move on to Spiritual Maturity.
The first response to move on to spiritual maturity is to…
Consider your spiritual maturity. (5:11-14)
	
Our text jumps right in to comparing those who are still infants in their faith and those who are mature in their faith.  Obviously the goal is for the believer to be progressing in maturity.
However, the issue was that so many were still functioning like a spiritual infant.

Here is a helpful chart for us to be able to take these two concepts and compare them side by side.
(Please make this chart come in on one click)
	Infants
	Mature

	Dull of hearing
	Trained discernment of good and evil

	Need teachers
	Prepared to teach

	Require milk [elementary principles of the gospel]
	Able to handle solid food [words of righteousness]



	Let’s take a little bit of time thinking through each of these contrasting thoughts to see where you may fit in this discussion.

Are you a lazy listener?
Hebrews 5:11 Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 
	Our translation of the Bible has chosen to use the word dull to describe the hearing of the infant believer.
	The word could also be translated to mean.
	“sluggish, dull, dimwit, negligent, or lazy”
	The infant in their faith are lazy in their listening to the things of the Lord.
	This idea is contrasted later on in the warning in Hebrews 6:11–12 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

	To this point the author of Hebrews has emphasized an active role of the believer in their spiritual life.
· In 2:1 he said, Pay close attention to the message you've heard lest you drift away.
· In 3:1 he said, Consider Jesus.
· In 3:8 he said, Don't harden your hearts like Israel did in the wilderness.
· In 3:12 he said, Take care, lest you have an evil heart of unbelief.
· In 4:1 he said, Fear, lest you fail to enter God's rest.
· In 4:11 he said, Be diligent to enter God's rest lest you fall by disobedience.
· And in 4:14 he said, Hold fast to your confession.
Notice the active role!
Let me ask you a few questions to consider this morning!
Are you a lazy listener when it comes to the Word of God?
Do you hear the Bible, but not really listen to it?
· I grew up attending a Christian school, being in church every time the doors were open, and even went to a Bible college.  And my heart was rarely changed by the teaching of the Word of God.
· Just because you can rattle off facts about God does not mean that you know God.
· I can tell you statistics all day long about how Michael Jordan is far superior to Lebron James in all categories except how to lose in the finals, flop on the floor when lightly touched, or find away to be extra dramatic.  But that does not mean I actually know Michael Jordan.
· You might be able to recite verses, say the hard words in the Bible, or even debate about some debatable topic in Scripture and still be a lazy listener.
Do you listen to the preaching of God’s Word, but rarely leave changed by the application of God’s Word.
· Be honest, how many times are you able to recall the illustrations more than the application from a sermon.
· How many times do you leave critical of the presentation instead of challenged by the truths of God’s Word?
· I  recently encountered a comment where someone said they were disappointed that their teens were asked to sit and listen to the teaching of God’s Word as if they were in church while they were (get this) in church.
· Immature Christians want to be lazy in their listening.
Do you do your devotions and leave never being changed?
· We live in an incredible day and age when it comes to being able to access God’s Word.
· You can listen to podcasts, sermons, and audio books about the things of the Lord all day every day and you will never exhaust all the resources that exist.
· You can have an app that will nag you until you take the time to read God’s Word.
· The same app will let you know your streaks of days that you have read, allow you to connect with your friends to easily do the same studies together.
· Even with all of these resources, it is still easy to look at God’s Word and never use it to examine our own lives.

· James 1:23–25 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. 
Illustrate the verse! Popcorn in my beard!
	“Dull hearing is passive and lazy and does not reach out and grasp the promises of God and embrace them. Passivity produces perpetual babies, who may discover that they are doll-Christians and not living Christians at all.” – John Piper

This is exactly what the Hebrew reader is battling.  They are not embracing the promises of God, instead they are being drawn aside because of their passivity.	

So first, evaluate are you a lazy listener.
	Secondly, …


Are you still learning when you should be teaching? (12-14) 
Hebrews 5:12 
12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 

Now I want to start out by saying this right up front.  We should all be learning still from the Word of God.
· This is my third year in a row of leading a Bible study through the book of Hebrews.
· I have written now 3 different outlines on the majority of the text.
· And as I read new resources and have my thinking sharpened by talking about Hebrews with the other Pastors, I continue to learn new things.
· This verse is not saying, there is a point where you no longer learn and all you do is teach.
· However, if you reach the your 20th year of kindergarten you ought to be able to teach a significant portion of the curriculum.  At some point you become a teacher when you understand the subject.
	The readers still need the basic principles of the beginning of the Words of God.
	In raising your children the hope is that eventually you will not have to continue to teach them same things over and over again.
· I have the distinct privilege of having my parents live next door to me.
· With this setup, I also have the privilege of having their front window face my house and driveway.
· This naturally leads to a great situation when it comes to the security of our house, because my folks will be like, there is a strange car in front of your house.  Now they pulled into your driveway.  Oh, never mind it is just Amazon.
· Or I noticed that Baby Hroarr just stepped outside and it appears he does not have any sunscreen on.
· You know things that other neighbors notice, but never ask out loud.
· But if my parents were still calling me up and being like, did you turn your bedroom light off when you left the room?
· Or did you remember to brush your teeth?
· Or make sure you eat all your vegetables?
· Or make sure you look both ways before you cross the road?
· Or don’t make that face or your face will get stuck like that?
· Then we would begin to question whether or not I had matured enough to be able to actually live in my own house.
We will dive in a little bit later in our message to discuss what these elementary principles were that they kept on running to.
· Let’s take a look in the mirror for a minute.
· Are you at the point where you should be able to help others apply the promises of the Gospel to the sufferings of life?
· Are you still looking to be spoon fed the truths of God’s Word instead of feasting on the truths for yourself?
· I am encouraged often by folks in our church who seriously study the Word of God and then use that to encourage other believers.
· They are teachers as they should be.
· Yet, our chairs are also full of folks who by now should be teachers but they have never gotten to that point yet.
Develop this better.
Are you a lazy listener?  Are you still learning when you should be teaching?
Third, …
Are you maturing in discernment?
	Hebrews 5:13-14 (NASB95) 
12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 
13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. 
14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.
This passage is not bashing on those who need milk.
· Think of how much growth happens in a babies life while they are still dependent on milk.
· In the early developmental stages of a babies life there is rapid growth that will happen.
· Typically they will triple in weight (hopefully this does not happen in that short of a period of time again in your life)
· They will grow to 1.5 times their original height.
· The nervous system will develop rapidly.
· The brain function increases quickly
· Muscular control happens.
· The author of Hebrews is not saying lets hurry up and get you on eating sirloins.
· No he is saying you are just content not developing at all in the milk stage of your growth.
· We have several folks around here who are doing the Carnivore Diet. All they eat is meat!  Every cow in the county is terrified of these folks.
· I mean breakfast is a t-bone.
· Lunch is a sirloin.
· Dinner is an entire brisket
· And the wash it all down with a little bit of bacon grease before bed.
· However, even they would advise against giving your new born a half a cow as a welcome home gift.
· There is a development that should be expected that leads to a movement away from the milk only diet.
1 Corinthians 3:1–2 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 

		1 Peter 2:2 (NASB95) 
2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 

	What does the maturing of your faith lead to?
· Discernment
· Develop this a bit more
· 
· 
· “Getting ready to feast on all God's Word is not first an intellectual challenge; it is first a moral challenge. If you want to eat the solid food of the Word, you must exercise your spiritual senses so as to develop a mind that discerns between good and evil.
The startling truth is that, if you stumble over Melchizedek, it may be because you watch questionable TV programs. If you stumble over the doctrine of election, it may be because you still use some shady business practices. If you stumble over the God-centered work of Christ on the cross, it may be because you love money and spend too much and give too little. The pathway to maturity and to solid biblical food is not first becoming an intelligent person, but becoming an obedient person. What you do with alcohol and sex and money and leisure and food and computer have more to do with your capacity for solid food than where you go to school or what books you read.” – John Piper

Press on to Maturity (6:1-3)
	Hebrews 6:1–3 
1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 
2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. 
3 And this we will do, if God permits. 
	We just took some time to consider our maturity.  And here in our text the author takes the time to teach us what the elementary things/milk are.
(can this chart be brought in on with one click)
Milk =
	Repentance from dead works
	“Negative” side of salvation

	Faith toward God
	“Positive” side of salvation

	Washings / baptisms
	Difficult to discern [could be Jewish washings / could be baptism / could be spirit and water baptism]

	Laying on of hands
	The laying on of hands could be either for healing (Luke 13:13; Acts 9:17), blessing (Mark 10:16), reception into the church (Acts 8:17; 19:6), or as anointing for special ministry (Acts 6:6; 13:3).

	Resurrection of the dead
	Events at the end (positive side)

	Eternal Punishment
	Events at the end (negative side)



You see the elementary things that are being addressed seem to be pointing to a struggle to actually leave the things of Judaism and fully embrace following Christ.
“The six “foundational” tenets listed in 6:1b–2 all find parallels within Judaism and its basic practices of religion. As proposed by Hagner, “this may suggest that the readers were attempting somehow to remain within Judaism by emphasizing items held in common between Judaism and Christianity. They may have been trying to survive with a minimal Christianity in order to avoid alienating their Jewish friends or relatives.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  George Guthrie, Hebrews, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1998), 205.] 


By the way this is a temptation to many in our current context.
Cultural Christianity instead of pursuing Christ.
Humanistic applications of Jesus’ love.
Seeing Jesus as a means to God and not the way, the truth, and the life.
We must leave the elementary things that could allow us to waiver and instead pursue the deeper application of Christ as the true ruler, Lord of your life.

Let’s end our time thinking about some of the applications of spiritual maturity.
Marks of a spiritually mature person.
Devotes effort to the study of Scripture.
Joshua 1:8 (NASB95)
          8      “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.

Psalm 119:105 (NASB95) 
105 Your word is a lamp to my feet 
And a light to my path.

 Romans 15:4 (NASB95) 
4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 


Identifies areas of personal immaturity.
Romans 12:1–2 (NASB95) 
1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NASB95) 
17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 

Ephesians 4:22–24 (NASB95) 
22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 
23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 
24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 


Values Correction

Proverbs 15:32 (NASB95) 
32 He who neglects discipline despises himself, 
But he who listens to reproof acquires understanding. 

Proverbs 12:1 (NASB95) 
Contrast the Upright and the Wicked 
1 Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, 
But he who hates reproof is stupid. 

Hebrews 12:11 (NASB95) 
11 All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 


Presses into Jesus under pressure

Psalm 46:1–3 (NASB95) 
1 God is our refuge and strength, 
A very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change 
And though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea; 
3 Though its waters roar and foam, 
Though the mountains quake at its swelling pride. 
Selah.

 Job 13:15 (NASB95) 
15 “Though He slay me, 
I will hope in Him. 
Nevertheless I will argue my ways before Him. 


Actions of Spiritually Mature Person
Recognizes God’s grace in growth.
2 Corinthians 3:18 (NASB95)
          18      But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Philippians 1:6 (NASB95) 
6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 

Galatians 6:1 (NASB95) 
1 Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 

Sacrificially serves others.
1 Peter 4:10–11 (NASB95)
          10      As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
          11      Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Mark 10:42–45 (NASB95) 
42 Calling them to Himself, Jesus *said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise authority over them. 
43 “But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; 
44 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all. 
45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 



