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Intro
· *transition from The Stand… 
· Our study through the Book of Galatians is helping us Prioritize the Gospel
· This morning, our passage is in Galatians 3:26-29 (From Equal Sinner to Equal Sons)
· *pg 1166 – take one of those Bibles!
· We’re continuing through a pretty hard portion of Galatians – this morning will be no exception
· In fact, there’s a section in our passage that’s perpetually misunderstood, misapplied, and even severely abused 
· We’ll highlight that text and more, as we continue through Paul’s argument 
· Please follow along as I read our passage for this morning… 
· Because of Christ, what is true of every believer?
Text
· Galatians 3:26-29 – 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.
· Our previous passage left us in the middle of a thought
· Last week, we discovered that when we’re focused on our own performance in the law, we run away from Jesus
· And this can happen in two ways – we either look at all the things God calls us to do and (wrongly) conclude that we’ve done a pretty rock-solid job!
· What type of person doesn’t need a Savior? The one who doesn’t believe they’re in need of saving…
· So, like the rich young ruler, when we look at the law and think we’re good enough for God, we end up actually turning away from Him!
· Because the first thing God offers is forgiveness – to clean up our filthy rags, as our passage will get into
· But the second way we misunderstand the law is when we (wrongly) believe it makes us right with God, but we (rightly) conclude that we’ve fallen woefully short of its standards
· So, like Peter, when we catch a glimpse of a perfect Savior with this mentality, we run from him
· Just like in Luke 5 when Peter sees Jesus work a miracle and replies by saying “depart from me, for I am a sinful man”
· Right conclusion, wrong petition 
· We saw from last time that…
· Galatians 3:24a – …the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ…”
· …not to lead us away from Him!
· Only a right understanding of the law will bring us to faith in Christ
· And that’s where our passage picks up – what happens when we actually go to Jesus?
· Paul lists out no less than 6 identities that we receive when we go to Christ
· But there’s a bit of a catch…
· We have to tear down the competing identities that cause separation among Christians 
· The first identity listed is that… 
I. We Are Sons of God
· The argument of the Jews through the gospels is that they were “sons of Abraham”
· And the implication of that, is they would get the promises delivered to Abraham
· But Paul pulls out something far superior… 
· Galatians 3:26 – For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
· What’s better than being a son of Abraham?
· Being a son of God!
· And he lists how this sonship is attained: not through lineage, nor obedience, but through faith in Christ Jesus…
· There are two ways that “faith” totally blows up the ways we so often try to get this first identity of sonship 
· And ironically, they align with the two ways that you could be welcomed into the community of Israelites in the Old Testament
· First…
· 1) We’re not born into God’s family
· If you wanted to be a part of God’s chosen people in the OT, what was the easiest, most sure-fire way to be a part of the in-crowd?
· Your parents are in!
· The easiest way to be an Israelite is if you were born one
· Does the same apply to God’s family?
· As the PowerPoint would indicate – no…
· There is absolutely no one in this room who was born a Christian
· David says it this way:
· Psalm 51:5 – Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.
· And if we’re born into sin, that means we’re born in need of a Savior
· Let me argue that this is not an uncommon belief!
· I wouldn’t be surprised to find out that there were multiple people in this room who believe they’re a Christian because their parents claim Christianity
· Being born may have ensured you were a part of Israel’s community under the Law, but that’s not how to get into God’s family
· Additionally… 
· 2) We don’t earn our way into God’s family 
· Under the Old Covenant, if I wasn’t born into an Israelite family, was I just out of luck?
· There was actually another way to become a part of God’s covenant family in the OT… 
· Exodus 12:48 – But if a stranger sojourns with you, and celebrates the Passover to the Lord, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near to celebrate it; and he shall be like a native of the land.
· You’d have to adhere to Jewish rituals and laws, and you’d have to take on the mark of the covenant community (which was circumcision) 
· That would fold you into the people of God under the former system
· But that’s not how it works with God’s family – there aren’t rituals, rights, or symbols you can take on in order to be a son of God
· For us, it probably doesn’t look like celebrating the Passover and getting circumcised
· But we have our own ritualistic practices that can fool us into believing we earn favor with God
· Is it good to go to church?
· Read your Bible?
· Pray?
· Wear a cross in public?
· Does any of this earn you favor with God?
· Not in the slightest…
· Instead… 
· 3) Faith in Jesus makes us sons of God
· Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to thy cross I cling (Rock of Ages)
· We’re not born into His family – we’re born out of His family
· Only faith in His Son can bring us in
· We can’t earn our way into it – all our focus on works only serves to drive us further away (if they’re done for that reason)
· Only faith in the One who said “it is finished” from the cross accomplished the work of salvation
· And if you’ve trusted in Him, you’re a Son of God!
· Next… 
· A. We are sons through faith
· B. We are sons by adoption
· C. We are sons, so we inherit
II. We Have Been Clothed with Christ 
· What is the symbol of this clothing? 
· Galatians 3:27 – For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
· No longer does circumcision mark the one in covenant community with God
· Now baptism of the believer is the symbol of alliance with Jesus
· *walk through motions
· And honestly, that may be your take away from our time…
· If you’re a Christian – have you put off getting baptized?
· *personal story (baptized as infant) 
· But again, we see in our text an affront against our own works
· Scripture talks about the type of outfit we bring before the throne if we’re clothed in our own righteousness
· Isaiah says it this way… 
· Isaiah 64:6a – For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment…
· And it’s depicted like this in Zechariah…
· Zechariah 3:1-3 – Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, with Satan standing at his right side to accuse him. The Lord said to Satan: “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! May the Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Isn’t this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?” Now Joshua was dressed with filthy clothes as he stood before the Angel.
· What does Zechariah – this high priest of the Lord – need?
· He desperately needs a change of clothes
· Zechariah 3:4 – So the Angel of the Lord spoke to those standing before Him, “Take off his filthy clothes!” Then He said to him, “See, I have removed your guilt from you, and I will clothe you with splendid robes.”
· That’s why people who go to Jesus and think they’re already good will never receive Him by faith
· God says: you’re totally filthy and need MY cleanness – MY righteousness – MY good works
· To a person who thinks they’re already good, there’s hardly anything MORE OFFENSIVE you could tell them!...
· …but to the one who knows they need cleansing, Jesus offers to clothe you
· *gospel 
· Next… 
III. We Are One in Christ
· Here’s where we need to tear down some identity barriers
· I mentioned earlier that when we go to Jesus, He gives us a new set of identities
· But the catch is: we need to forsake all the other distinctions in which we’d placed inordinate value
· And I would argue that for our culture, they increase in difficulty
· This part may be particularly hard for some, but I want you all to bear with me to the end and be a good Berean who tests what I say according to the Word of God… 
· He mentions three of the dominant barriers that divide the church and hamstring unity… 
· Galatians 3:28 – There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
· Sd
· 1) The gospel erases ethnic distinction
· “There is neither Jew nor Greek”
· How does ethnicity divide us in the church?
· It happens now as it did then – when ethnic identity is placed above a Christian’s identity in Jesus 
· And this happens both directions:
· We can look at people through the lens of their ethnic background before seeing them as a brother or sister in Christ
· How did that go for the Jews and Gentiles?
· They hated each other! 
· I imagine that didn’t go away overnight during the emergence of the church
· Like if you were in a Gentile-dominant church and a believing Jew walked in, what would be my temptation?
· “That guy probably thinks I’m an unclean Philistine – I wasn’t good enough to even eat dinner at his place 3 years ago!”
· But the same internal struggle would apply to that Jewish believer! 
· He would need to fight to see himself and others through the lens of the great equalizer: the cross of Jesus Christ 
· That’s not to say we lose all ethnic uniqueness when we come to Jesus – I’m no less American now than I was prior to giving my life to Christ
· I just need to see myself and other believers as One in Christ before any other competing identity!
· Which is similar to the next point: 
· 2) The gospel erases class distinction
· “There is neither slave nor free”
· The Book of James hits this one pretty hard as well
· 
· And here’s a really hard one for our culture to handle right… 
· 3) The gospel erases gender distinction
· “There is neither male nor female”
· Be honest: what are you afraid I’m going to say?
· Let me assure you: this isn’t an argument for radical gender ideology, transgenderism, 3rd wave feminism, trajectory hermeneutics, liberation theology, or egalitarianism 
· Each of those beliefs would wrongly apply this passage to their ideology – beliefs that range from biblically illiterate to downright evil 
· ///////
· *doesn’t negate God’s creative difference, nor our complementarian roles… 
· “This slight variation in construction doubtless reflects the reading of Gen 1:27, ‘He made them male and female,’ recalling the original creative act by which God made sexuality constitutive for the human condition. The difference, then, between male and female, unlike that between master and slave, and distinct as well from that of Jew and Gentile, is grounded in the ordinance of creation and is essential for the perpetuation of the human family. Moreover, this distinction was introduced by God prior to the fall…” Timothy George, Galatians (NAC), 290.
· *what it all implies… 
· “We still affirm the goodness of God’s created order even while we recognize that it has been horribly marred by sin. But in Jesus Christ we have been called out of darkness into his marvelous light. This means that Christians have been liberated from the demonic forces of racism, materialism, and sexism. This has happened not through assimilation to the politically correct agenda of the world around us but rather through the inner transformation and liberation brought about through the sending of God’s Holy Spirit into our hearts (4:6).” – Timothy George, Galatians (NAC), 292.
· In short… 
· A. No difference in our standing before God
· B. No dividing wall in our relationships with one another
· We’re sons of God, clothed in Jesus, one in Christ, and… 
IV. We Are Heirs of the Promise 
· Sd
· Galatians 3:29 – And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.
· We actually get three identities packed into this final verse
· A. We belong to Christ
· This reinforces the destruction of all other identities
· If I belong to Jesus, then there’s no other person or group that can claim me!
· B. We are descendants of Abraham
· Sd 
· C. We are heirs according to the promise 
· Sd 
Conclusion
· With these 6 identities, it may be difficult to isolate application for you in this passage
· But it’s actually quite simple
