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Prioritizing the Gospel
The Promise and the Law
Galatians 3:15-25

We’re continuing our theme of Prioritizing the Gospel this year. 

Last week we observed how salvation has always been by faith all through history. This has never changed…that is a commitment, a promise of God that a person is considered righteous based on faith and not works. 

This has been passed down to us and we will be faithful to prioritize the Gospel this way and pass it down to generations to come. Please turn with me to Galatians 3:15-25. We are going to read through the passage and then go back and give you an exposition of the passage, verse-by-verse. 

Let’s read – this is the Word of The Living God (read)

In this passage, we want to highlight…
3 reasons the promise of God is superior to the law

Verses 15-22 is by its nature, apologetical. Bear in mind what is going on.  Some teachers in the Galatian churches were teaching a false doctrine, a very dangerous doctrine.

They were saying that a person was not saved by the grace of God through faith alone; a man had to keep  the law and upon doing all the good works he could possibly do. One of those good works was that a person had to be circumcised so as to be saved.

Simply stated, if a man wanted to be acceptable to God, he had to be the very best person he could be by keeping all the laws of God that he could.

The Apostle Paul sees how dangerous a false teaching this is, so he has to respond to the charges against Justification by Faith Alone.

I need to emphasize this point:

A person is not justified by being religious or doing good things. and keeping the law. Religion, good works, and the law all have their place in the plan of God and in the life of man. But man is not saved and made acceptable to God by his own effort. Man cannot earn, win, or merit God's acceptance; for no matter how good and disciplined man may become, he is still short of God's glory which is perfection.

If for some reason, this doesn’t hit home for you, allow me to quote from the late Pastor Voddie Baucham. He was excellent at looking at past historical truths and finding contemporary application for God’s people today. 

Here’s what he said that “Hell will be filled with people who didn’t smoke, didn’t cuss, and may have even been baptized. Why? Because none of those things makes someone a Christian.”

[PLEASE ADD PIC of QUOTE]
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Let that sink in. My friends, God’s promise with regards to how a person is saved – to how a person is justified by faith was already established by God long before the Law of Moses came onto the scene! 

Don’t let anyone tell you, otherwise…

So Paul’s argument to those attempting to subvert the Gospel’s teaching is that God’s promise given to Abraham cannot be abrogated or changed by the Law. 

I. The Promise of God Cannot Be Changed By the Law

So Paul goes waaay back to Abraham to state his case. He begins by given a human illustration that all of us could understand in order to highlight a greater spiritual truth. 
A. Ratified human agreements cannot be set aside or adjusted
Galatians 3:15 “Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man’s covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it.” 
Well, this is pretty straightforward – men make arrangements at various levels. Once an agreement has been reached between them, it cannot be changed. 
If that is the case with men, even more so with God Himself. And by the way, the covenant that God made with Abraham wasn’t a two-way street. 
God moved forward to make this covenant with Abraham. It was unilateral! God moved forward and made a promise to Abraham
· I will give you and your descendants land
· I will give you numerous descendants
· I will give you universal blessing to all families of the earth through his lineage. 
This was an eternal, familial relationship between God and man. And as a result of God’s promise to Abraham, his response is given to us in Genesis 15:6 – “Then he believed in Yahweh; and He counted it to him as righteousness.”
That is to say,  Righteousness was "credited" or "counted" (a legal, financial term) as a gift of grace to Abraham, not a reward for work. 
Anyone who believes like Abraham in the Lord by faith will be saved, apart from the works of the Law. You will given a righteousness that is not your own, in order for you to stand faultless before the throne!
You see, this promise…
B. The promise was given to Abraham and his seed, Christ 
Galatians 3:16 “Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 
In other words, 
Genesis 22:18 “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” 

Now keep in mind that Paul is not focusing on the other promises made to Israel. But the point is simply that a man called “Shiloh” or “the one to whom it [a kingly reign] belongs will come. 

And when he comes, to him will be the “obedience of the peoples” (Gen. 49:10). So from Israel will come a specific savior and king.

Christ is the ultimate seed who will the channel of blessings to those to come to saving faith in Christ alone. 

Paul’s argument against his detractors is crystal clear. That is, that salvation did not come through the law, because…
C. The law was given to Moses 430 years later
Galatians 3:17 “What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.” 
Just because the law was added later, doesn’t mean the original promise is cancelled. Do you see how Paul is arguing? 
He says that a believer’s…
D. Inheritance is based on a promise, not observance of the law
Salvation never came as a result of law keeping! Paul keeps going with his refutation. Notice what he said in verse 18 – 
Galatians 3:18 “For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.” 
All of us would be in eternal trouble if our salvation were dependent on law keeping – because all of us would have lost our salvation no sooner than we had received it! 
If salvation were based on law keeping, then everyone fails, because God’s requirement for law keeping is perfection. 
In James 2:10, we learn that unless you keep the law perfectly, you are in violation of the whole law. If a person breaches only one commandment, then that person is a transgressor of the whole law. 
James 2:10 “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.” 
I remember having a discussion with an Eastern Orthodox friend about how a person get’s to heaven. I don’t remember the context. But I do remember trying to give the Gospel to this person. 
One of the things I had asked him was why should God let you into heaven. And his response was that he tries to keep the ten commandments. 
He then proceeded to talk about other ways of getting into heaven – but it was all based on human achievement – what a person has to do in order to get to earn salvation and to get heaven. 
But the problem is as old as time itself. The promise of the law is simply this: Unless you keep it perfectly, you are condemned and on your way to eternity for your failure to keep its requirement.  
So take your pick – 
· Do you want the law of grace? 
· Do you want the law of perfection?
I’m telling you right now: you don’t want the law. That means you will get precisely what your sins deserve. 
My friend, what you want is the law of grace that says if you confess with your mouth, Jesus as Lord and you believe in your heart that God has raised him from the dead, you will be saved and receive the gift of eternal life forever. 
And what God gives to his people will not be taken away from you. 
Paul had explained this to the believers at Rome…
Romans 4:13-16 “For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified; for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no violation. For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all…”
The more a person attempts to justify himself through the law, the more law exposes man’s inability and sinfulness. 
That’s why we need a Savior! 
John MacArthur commentary on Romans
“The purpose of the law was to reveal God's perfect standards of righteousness and to show men that they are unable in their own power to live up to those standards. Awareness of that inability should drive men to God in faith. The law was given as a “tutor to lead us to Christ that we may be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:24)
Ibid.,… Abraham was justified because he believed God's promise, and, as Paul has already declared in this epistle, that belief was “reckoned to him as righteousness” (Rom. 4:3; cf. Gen. 15:6. In exactly the same way, when a person believes God's promise of salvation through trust in his son Jesus Christ, that act of faith is reckoned to him as Christ's own righteousness.” Abraham's trust was not in what he possessed but in what he was promised.” (The John MacArthur New Testament Commentary: Romans 9-16, p. 256)
II. The Law Was Temporary and the Promise Is Permanent
So at this point, a reasonable question ought to be asked – and that is, what was the purpose of the law anyway. If the point of the law had nothing to do with trying to keep it, then what purpose did it serve? 
A. The law was added due to transgressions 
Galatians 3:19 “Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions…”
The purpose of the law was to show people’s failure – to show a person’s sin. God’s purpose in sending the Law was to reveal to your heart and to mine that “by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.” (Romans 3:20; 5:20)
I don’t believe I had finished my story about my Eastern Orthodox friend. One of the last things I said to him was this: The point of the ten commandments was to demonstrate our failure to live by it perfectly. 
The reason why we need Christ is because he came to do what we could not do for ourselves. The law demands that sins against God be paid for.
So Christ came down in huma flesh and paid the penalty that our sins deserved in our place. One hymn writer said it well…
“Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
in my place condemned he stood,
sealed my pardon with his blood:
Hallelujah, what a Savior!”
He is a Savior because we are saved by his grace. The law drives the sinner to the Cross. 
Romans 7:9 “I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died…”
In other words, when I see God’s law, all it does it make me aware of my sinful state! So it makes sense why Paul would say in…
Romans 7:12 “So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.”
B. The law required a mediator in contrast to the personal promise
Galatians 3:19-20 “Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made. Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one.” 
Paul says that the law required a mediator. In the case of the law – you had two sets of mediators
· Angels to Moses
· Moses to the people
Paul is alluding to – 
Deuteronomy 33:2 “He said, “The Lord came from Sinai, and dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran, and He came from the midst of ten thousand holy ones; at His right hand there was flashing lightning for them.” 
But the difference between with what happened on Sinai and Abraham is that God was the only one involved in the giving of the promise to Abraham! The promise was so special that God came down himself. 
Jesus came down because the promise of salvation was so special that he offered himself up on behalf of his people so that those who would believe would receive it by faith. 
So then, the law was temporary…
C. The law was added with an ending point
I want to point out a couple things here in Paul’s thought:
· The law reveals sin
· The law was temporary
The law had a job – it was to reveal our sinful state. Now, read the latter half of verse 19 – 
Galatians 3:19 “… until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made. 
In other words, once Christ came and died on that Cross for you and me, he put an end to the Law by fulfilling its demand. 
To put it in the words of one writer, “Christ paid a debt he did not owe, I owed a debt I could not pay.” 
That is why grace taste so very sweet – Paul said that the…
Titus 2:11-14 “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.” 
I read a story about a hymn writer named Philip P. Bliss. He and his wife were on their way by train to Chicago when their train derailed and plunged down a ravine. The train was engulfed in fire. Although Philip initially survived the crash, he went back in to try to save his wife, but didn’t make it out alive. 
Among their belongings was his briefcase. Upon looking through his briefcase, they found a hymn he wrote titled, “I Will Sing of My Redeemer” – one excerpt reads this way:
“I will tell the wondrous story,
how my lost estate to save,
in his boundless love and mercy,
he the ransom freely gave.
I will praise my dear Redeemer,
his triumphant power I'll tell:
how the victory he gives me
over sin and death and hell.”
Philip and his wife found grace before their faith became sight. The promise that God gives is believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved. 
You can do that today. But if you don’t do that today, there is a one way ticket to hell for you, where you will pay the full wage of your sin there. 
You don’t want law, you want grace. You don’t want justice, you want mercy.  And you have to go through the Cross of Christ to receive the promise. 
You see…
III. The Law Is Not Opposed to the Promise, But Reveals the Importance of the Promise
A. The law cannot impart life
Galatians 3:21 “Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.” 
Romans 7:4 “Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God.” 
B. The law was given to reveal sin
We’ve already talked about this, so I do not wish to belabor the point. But it is enough to say if you feel corned by the purpose of the law – that is exactly what Paul is conveying, such that he would say in verse 22 that the…
Galatians 3:22 “But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.” 
The Law was given shut people’s mouths before a holy God. 
Romans 7:7 “What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “You shall not covet.”
Romans 3:19-20 “Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God; because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.” 
Why else would Paul say “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from the body of this death?” (Romans 7:24)

C. The law locks us up and faith in the promise sets us free
Galatians 3:23 “But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.” 
D. The law is our guardian to lead us to Christ
Galatians 3:24-25 “Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.” 
Romans 8:1-2 “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.” 
Romans 4:7-8 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account.”
“Free from the law—oh, happy condition!
Jesus hath bled, and there is remission;
Cursed by the law and bruised by the fall,
Christ hath redeemed us once for all.
Once for all—oh, sinner, receive it;
Once for all—oh, doubter, believe it;
Cling to the cross, the burden will fall,
Christ hath redeemed us once for all.”
Close in prayer…
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