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Do Not Reject Sonship to Return to Slavery | Galatians 4:1-11

If you’ve ever tried to teach someone a skill or a new subject matter or tried to help someone grasp a concept, you often try and teach it from multiple perspectives or angles. The goal is still the same to try and help them grasp and learn whatever it is you’re trying to teach. So even though you might use different illustrations or examples the aim is still the same. 
That’s a bit of what we have going on at the beginning of our text in Galatians 4 today. There is a continuation of Paul helping the Galatians understand the incredible reality that simply by faith in Jesus Christ we become sons of God! 
The issue of sonship was introduced for the first time in Galatians in 3:7...
Galatians 3:7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.
That’s good news because especially as Gentiles who are not Jews we can be a son of Abraham by faith which means that you are part of the family of God which God promises to bless. 
But Paul goes on to say in 3:16
Galatians 3:16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ.
So essentially Paul says, there is one really important special son...and that Son is Jesus who is the Messiah, the Christ. 
And the reason he is such a big deal is because...
Galatians 3:23–26 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed. 24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
And then he says...
Galatians 3:29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.
Now as I said, he’s going to bring up the glorious reality of sonship again and the issue of being an heir. But he’s going to use a different illustration to drive the point home again.
The overall main point of Galatians 4:1-11 is Do Not Reject Sonship to Return to Slavery.
· Galatians 4:1-7 is essentially giving us a different angle and perspective on the same thing he has already said and driving a couple points a little bit deeper than what he has already said. 
· The point of that is to boldly and powerfully communicate in vv.8-11 how utterly crazy it is that they would want to forsake sonship and being an heir to go back to slavery. 
So that’s the main point...but there are also some really glorious particulars and specifics in this section that I hope will delight your heart to worship God more and be amazed at who he is!   
Let’s read the text in Galatians 4:1-11.
We all used to be a slaves (vv.1-3).
Galatians 4:1–3 Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father. 3 So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.
Paul has just made incredible claims about Christians being “sons of God, through faith” in chapter 3. And that is glorious news. But part of what makes sonship and being an heir in Christ Jesus so amazing, is that we were not sons or heirs before...we were slaves!
However, the illustration that he is using in vv.1-2 is a little bit different than just saying, “You were slaves in your sin before faith in Jesus.” 
· The illustration is actually talking about a son who is a child who is going to inherit his father’s estate at the time his father appoints...which is when the child comes of age.
· So in the illustration, the child is born a child...he is not born a slave.
· It’s not that the slave was made into a son...which is a common way that Scripture and Paul would talk about our salvation.
Tim Keller in his commentary notes that, 
In ancient times, the process of “coming of age” was an important and well-defined process. A Roman child-heir was a minor under guardians until age 14, and was still to some degree under trustees until age 25. Not until then could the youth exercise complete, independent control over his estate.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Timothy Keller, Galatians for You (God’s Word for You; Purcellville, VA: The Good Book Company, 2013), 96.] 

Paul’s point is that even though he is “the owner of everything,” as long as he is a child under guardians and managers he is essentially like a slave...he doesn’t have control or freedom over anything. 
Now what’s the point of using this illustration? In many ways I think when we start talking about this illustration and trying to unpack it, I think we often find that we start to get things confused and muddied pretty quick. 
· For example, does this mean that for us, I was a child of God even before I put faith in Jesus and was justified by faith? 
· That certainly wouldn’t fit with a lot of other Scripture...
· Like Eph. 2:1-3...
Ephesians 2:1–3 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
Or even like what Jesus told to the Jews in John 8 when they are claiming they are children of Abraham and that God is their Father...
John 8:42–44 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me. 43 Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
So Paul doesn’t use this illustration to make the statement that Christian’s are believers from birth...so do not confuse that point. There must be a point in time where you come to your senses and realize that you cannot save yourself...there is nothing you can do to measure up to God’s standards or escape the wrath of God...but God freely offers salvation by grace alone through faith in Jesus Christ. 
· Does this illustration mean, that now as a believer I have control of the Father’s estate and can do what I want with it regardless of what my Father wants or desires? 
· That also certainly doesn’t fit with Scripture...after all God the Father never exits the scene like earthly father’s do... 
So how is this metaphor supposed help us understand the glories of being a son and an heir? I believe there are 2 main ways this is to help us...
Two purposes of the illustration:
The illustration highlights the intentionality of a specific time for freedom coming (v.2, 4).
Galatians 4:2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.
This human illustration of a child coming to full-maturity and being out from under guardians and managers at the date set by his father allows Paul to help the Galatians—and us—understand something very significant about salvation history. Paul has already been trying to help the Galatians rightly understand salvation history because their confusion about God’s purposes in salvation history are leading them to fall away from the true gospel and use the law in a wrong and dangerous way. 
· Galatians 3 is where he directly begins to help them understand God’s purposes in history for salvation...
That’s why in Galatians 3 he explains that the gospel was preached to Abraham and it came to him through a promise. And of course, the logical question is, “Then why did the law come in 430 years later?” If the law doesn’t bring salvation then why did God give it to us? 
· Paul’s short answer was that it came to especially reveal our sin and our inability to save ourselves. It was designed to imprison us under sin, so that “the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.” 
So this human example gives Paul the opportunity to make a very important and significant point about salvation history. Essentially that God did things in the OT from Abraham to the law on purpose in anticipation of Jesus Christ coming so that it would be clear that salvation and all the promises come through Jesus not by works of the law but through faith in him.  
This anticipates especially what he will say in vv.4-7. Which we will get to in a moment. 
But that’s purpose number 1 for this illustration. God intentionally and sovereignly determined when Christ would come and bring about freedom through his life, death and resurrection. 
A 2nd purpose...
The illustration highlights the insanity of a son who has come of age wanting to go back to being like a slave.
No son who has been waiting to inherit everything and be free from tutors and guardians desires to give up the freedom and the inheritance to go back to being under guardians and managers without freedom and being told what to do. 
That’s absolutely unthinkable! Well, that really anticipates vv.8-11 where Paul plain and emphatically is stunned by the Galatians essentially doing just that...
Now in verse 3 Paul says...
We were slaves to “the elementary things of the world” (v.3).
That’s really interesting...that’s not what you’d expect Paul to have said we were slaves to...if you’ve been following along closely in Galatians or you’re just reading through it without having it chopped up from week to week, you’d expect him to say we were enslaved to the law...
· That’s essentially what he had just said in chapter 3 a few verses earlier...
Galatians 3:23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed.
But interestingly enough Paul says in Gal. 4:3 that we were enslaved to the elemental things of the world. 
The Greek word for elementary is, στοιχεῖα which refers to the basic principles. The elementary things. The ABC’s. 
You can see that sense of the word in Hebrews 5:12...
Hebrews 5:12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.
In some sense στοιχεῖα—elemental or elementary things— is used as a synonym with the law in v.3 and it seems like that might also work to some degree in v.9. So it’s not wrong to say “elementary things of the world” means law. But I think there more going on and a reason why Paul uses that word here in v.3 and again in v.9. 
So let’s think about who he is writing to and what the overall issue is that Paul is addressing.
· He is writing to the Galatians...which means he is writing to Gentile Christians. They came to Christ through Paul’s ministry to them. 
· But now there are false teachers that are teaching these Gentile Christians that they must adhere to Jewish Old Testament Law.
· They must be circumcised 
· They must adhere to days, months, years and seasons (v.10)...referring to things necessary for the Jewish festivals and holidays. 
So what’s very interesting is the main purpose of the book of Galatians is all about defending the gospel. And the primary defense is that salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ alone apart from any works of the law.  
· But he’s not speaking primarily to Jews who were doing the law of God.
· He’s speaking to Gentile Christians who would have been practicing all sorts of different paganism...they would not have been following God’s holy law...they would have been following a very different set of laws that falls woefully short of God’s holy law! 
So there is something really astonishing about how Paul uses the “elemental things of the world” that you can see in vv.8-10...
Galatians 4:8–10 However at that time, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those which by nature are no gods. 9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again? 10 You observe days and months and seasons and years.
· V.8 says...the Gentiles...the “you” in v.8 is definitely the Galatians...it’s the pagan Gentiles...when they “did not know God, [they] were slaves to those which by nature are no gods.” 
· Basically he is saying they were enslaved to idols. They were enslaved to the pagan worship of false gods where in places like 1 Corinthians Paul talks about sacrifices to these pagan idols as sacrifices to demons. 
· But the good news is that the Galatians turned away from worshipping demons which were no gods to the real true God!
· But then Paul asks, “how is it that you want to turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things...” 
· And he defines those things in v.10 as observing the OT law...the examples he mentions in v.10 is doing the things required for the Jewish festivals and feasts outline in the OT law. 
But the Galatians weren’t doing the OT law before...they were enslaved to pagan idolatry. So in what sense is turning away from idolatry to Jesus and then adding in the OT law TURNING BACK AGAIN to slavery to the weak and worthless elemental things? 
· And here’s the astonishing point...whether you worship demons and practice all kinds of horrible, awful immorality or you try and live up to the holy perfect law of God so that you are saved by your good works, they both are slavery and they both are a complete rejection of God’s gift of salvation in Jesus Christ which is by grace, through faith alone and not a result of our works lest anyone can boast! 
So without vv.8-10 “elemental things” would simply be a synonym for law. But when you add vv.8-10 into the mix, “elemental things” seems to mean something more than just law. It wasn’t just the Jews that were enslaved for a time under the law until Jesus came. The Gentiles were also enslaved. 
The only way out of slavery is God redeeming us through Jesus Christ.
God redeemed us from slavery through Jesus Christ (vv.4-5).
And that’s where Paul goes next in vv.4-5. And we are going to go phrase by phrase because there is some very significant life changing truth in each phrase...
So first Paul says...
1.  God sovereignly and purposely chose the time for redemption (v.4)
Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son...
This obviously connects to the illustration in vv.1-2 of the son inheriting and coming of age at the date set by the father. 
In the same way, God sovereignly and purposely chose the time of redemption, which means when Jesus came it was at the exact moment in history that God intended. The OT law which God gave to Moses and the Israelites in Exodus was intended as their tutor up until Christ came and redeemed brought redemption.
God is not reacting to things in history. God is the Creator of everything and the AUTHOR of history.
Acts 1:7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;
 God did not send his Son to save us because there was some mistake in his plan. The fall of man in the garden of Eden did not surprise him. The OT law not saving Israel was not a surprise to God. Jesus, the Son of God was sent forth at the exact right point in history which is described as the fulness of time! 
· Now this is not just interesting theology...this has massive practical application to you.
If you trusted in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, and he has redeemed you from slavery to be his child, do you think God intended and purposed to do that? 
· Let me go when step further...do you think that God intended and purposed to redeem you at the “fullness of time” in your life? Or could we say at the exact right point in your life? 
How often do we say or think, “I wish I had known that or learned that earlier?” How often might some in this room think, “I wish God had saved me sooner.” 
· There is on the one hand something very understandable and even right about that sentiment. 
· But on the other hand...God doesn’t mess up when he chooses to redeem people.
That’s why Eph. 1:8 says...
Ephesians 1:7–8 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight
· God lavished his grace upon us in all wisdom and insight...when he revealed himself...when he saved us by grace he did it with all wisdom and insight. 
· I promise you he is wiser and more insightful than us. 
We need to learn to praise God for his perfect timing in all things! Not just in when Jesus came, but also in when he chooses to do things in our own lives.
Moving to the next phrase...
God sent forth his Son in human flesh and blood (v.4)
Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,
· Born of a woman and born under the law is getting at he was like us! Jesus was fully man. Oh he was very unique in that he is fully God! But he also is very much like us in that he is fully human!
Hebrews 2:14–15 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.
You see in order for us to be made free and to be saved, we needed a Savior who was human like us.
But we also needed someone who was VERY, VERY DIFFERENT than us...
Jesus lived under the law perfectly (v.4)
Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,
“under the Law” has meant slavery throughout Galatians...but it’s only enslaving because we as sinners cannot obey the law. But Jesus was and is perfect. He was born under the law and perfectly fulfilled the law at every single moment of his life which his why he was able to redeem us! 

Jesus paid our debt to redeem us from slavery (v.5)
Galatians 4:5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law...
How did he do that? We memorized it last month...
Galatians 3:13–14 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE”— 14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
Now I love this...God sent Jesus to redeem us from slavery under the law...but there was more that he intended...he intended to also...
Jesus secured our adoption as sons (v.5)
Galatians 4:5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
Pastor Ian mentioned the significance of terminology of being adopted as sons last week. 
· At that point in history a daughter would not be an heir...they would not receive an inheritance. 
· But a son would...
So when Paul says we all...meaning men and women both...have been adopted as sons, he is making the point very plain that everyone who is in Christ is an heir. Everyone in Christ will receive the inheritance!
So that’s amazing and glorious news!
But adoption is also more than just an inheritance. Being adopted in as a son also communicates being wanted. Being chosen. Being loved. Being brought close! 
· It’s certainly true that a child that is born naturally into a family is wanted, loved and close as well.
But in adoption it’s goes a step further! 
· Adoption takes planning. 
· Adoption takes effort.
· Adoption takes perseverance.
· Adoption takes legal hoops and steps such that an adopted child has total and complete EQUAL status with a natural born child into your family. 
So here’s what I hope you grasp in adoption...God could have chosen to redeem us from slavery, make us totally righteous in Christ and said I’m preparing a place for you in heaven in a neighborhood far away from my house!
· But he didn’t! He intended in salvation to bring you close! To bring you into his family! To bring you into his house! 
And while we await our permanent home in heaven in God’s house he has chosen to send the Holy Spirit to us to make his home inside of us! So what we see next is...
The Holy Spirit declares our freedom as sons (vv.6-7).
Galatians 4:6–7 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.
What I want you to see in v.6 is that...
1. The Holy Spirit produces in our hearts a subjective and emotional conviction that God is our Father (v.6)
This is not mere head knowledge or words. According to this verse, the Holy Spirit is sent into our hearts to produce a deep emotional conviction that God is your Father! 
Because he connects this with adoption...it’s worth considering adoption today. You may or may not know this...if you’ve adopted children or are close to people who have adopted children then you probably have learned that it’s not unusual for some adopted children to really struggle with some pretty extreme behavior and rebellion. There are lots of theories out there as to why that is...
But I really don’t think it’s all that complicated to understand...an adopted child that is uncertain if this really is my family, is uncertain...or perhaps we could say certain that my adopted parents don’t really love me...that will create all sorts of problems!  
· That is fertile ground for sexual immorality as they are searching hard for love...
· That is fertile ground for rage and violence because they are not loved and no one likes not being loved...
· That’s fertile ground for rebellion...because why would I want to follow the rules and stipulations of people that don’t have my best interest in mind? 
Now do not hear me say that adopted children have issues because their adopted parents don’t love them. That’s not what I’m saying. 
· What I’m saying is that even in a home where the parents love their adopted children well...if that child is convinced they are not loved lots of problems come from that.
Well how does that apply to us and our relationship with God...
· If you are not sure that God loves you...
· There is your fertile ground for sexual immorality in your own life...because you’ll be searching for love
· If you’re not sure God loves you...that’s your fertile ground for anger and grumbling and complaining...if God loved me then he’d be doing X, Y or Z in my life...
· If you’re not sure God loves you, even when good things happen you might have the mindset that even good things don’t last...so God may have given me this but he really only did it so he can take it away at some point...
· It’s not hard to see how being unsure of God’s love for you is the fertile ground for anxiety and depression...
· I can’t rest and have peace...I have to worry about my own good because I can’t trust God to do it...
· Or I am depressed because life is awful and God obviously doesn’t care to do anything...
So what’s my point...if you have trusted in Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior that means he has redeemed you from slavery and adopted you into his family. And he has sent the third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit inside your heart to produce a real emotional and subjective conviction that God is my Father and that my Father loves me!
1. The Holy Spirit gives us assurance of our inheritance as sons (v.7). 
Do not turn back to your former slavery under the law/elementary things (vv.8-11).
Galatians 4:8–11 However at that time, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those which by nature are no gods. 9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again? 10 You observe days and months and seasons and years. 11 I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain.

1. The law and elementary things are weak, worthless and enslaving.
Col. 2:20-23
What are the basic laws and elementary principles that we at Faith Church might turn back to and become slaves of? 
A successful marriage
Raising believing children or at least independent adult children
A successful career 
Orthodox doctrine and knowledge of the Bible (cf. Gal. 4:9)
Status and reputation within the church
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