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Intro
· *transition from It Is Well with My Soul…  
· Let’s continue to Prioritize the Gospel in our lives
· We’ll be talking this morning about The Promise and the Law
· (please turn there – Galatians 3:15-25)
· Let me start off by asking a question, but I want you to answer in your own mind and not out loud: Are you a good person?
· If “yes”: what leads you to that conclusion, and were you able to get there without comparing yourself to others?
· If “no”: what standard did you use to arrive at that answer?
· Lastly: if you’ve wrestled with this questions before, is your answer always the same – are you consistently convinced that you’re a good person, or a bad person, and if it’s not consistent, what causes the fluctuation? 
· Hang on to your answer… 
· We’ve entered a part of Galatians that’s admittedly a bit difficult
· It began when Paul recounts his confrontation of Peter – remember why that happened? (*recap)
· Paul goes deeper and deeper into this argument, showing the inferiority of man’s efforts and the superiority of Jesus…
· That’s the cheat code for this whole complex section of Galatians!
· Any time you inflate the efforts of man when it comes to our right-standing before God, it ALWAYS ALWAYS ALWAYS denigrates God’s glory and superiority, as though that were possible 
· Here’s what we’re getting into this morning: God worked through a number of ways with His people in the Old Testament
· He spoke to them through prophets, He made them promises, He entered into covenants, and He gave them His Law… 
· In all the ways God worked, which of them is the best?
· Let me put it another way: in all the ways God chose to work in the Old Testament, which of them was inferior?...
· That’s the difficult part of all of this – inferior according to what?
· Obviously, everything God does is superior because HE is superior – He is literally incapable of doing anything that isn’t perfect and awesome 
· Is that the case for us?
· Certainly not…
· Our issue is that we take the awesome things God does and we “un-superiorize” it
· God spoke to us through prophets: we invented false prophets
· God gave us promises: we made our own… and how did those go 100% of the time?
· God entered into covenant with us (Adamic, Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, etc.): how did we handle our end of the bargain?
· And the part that’s most relevant for us this morning: God gave us the Law: what did we do with it?
· Before we discuss what we did with the Law – what IS the Law?
· It’s spoken of in many senses (*Gen-Deut | the OT | 10-commandments | etc.)
· When Paul speaks of the Law in Galatians, he’s talking about what God gave His people throughout the OT by way of precepts, commands, regulations, edicts, and all the like
· In total, there’s said to be ~613 laws counted in the OT
· The most renown section would be the 10 commandments: (no other God | no carved image | no taking His Name in vain | keep the sabbath | honor father & mother | don’t murder | don’t commit adultery | don’t steal | don’t bear false witness | don’t covet)
· Is this law bad? Is this law inferior?
· Certainly not – these are things we must do!
· But back to our question: what do we often do with this Law?
· We break it
· We attempt to use it to justify ourselves before God
· We turn it into external actions and totally ignore the state of our heart
· We turn it against others for their harm
· We use it to make us feel better about ourselves when we obey, OR
· We use it to run from God when we disobey
· In short – we take something that each of us would agree is really good, and we twist it out of shape
· In our passage, Paul is going to bring up 3 concepts that we’ve been discussing: covenant, promise, and law
· As I read the text, listen to how each of them interact…
Text
· Galatians 3:15-25 – 15 Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man’s covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it. 16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. 18 For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise. 19 Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made. 20 Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one. 21 Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law. 22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed. 24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
· 3 reasons the Promise of God is superior to the Law
· Alright – let’s look at the first few verses… 
I. The Promise of God Cannot be Changed by the Law
· Paul starts off by providing a human example of a covenant… 
· A. Ratified human agreements cannot be set aside or adjusted 
· His purpose in doing so is to bring up an obvious point: even in human contracts, there are certain agreements that each person is making… 
· Galatians 3:15 – Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man’s covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it.
· First off – what word did he use to describe them to open this section? (brethren)
· Why is that a bit of a shock?
· Because he said in 3:1 – “you foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you…?”
· He’s changing his tone a little bit here – he started in sharp reprimand but now he’s moving into more of a logical argument
· Again – with a covenant contract, there are certain agreements that each party is making
· Once the terms are agreed upon and the covenant is ratified (or formally approved), then the terms can’t be neglected or changed
· Presuming you’ve entered into a good covenant, that’s pretty good news!
· When you signed the finalization papers when closing on your home, the seller couldn’t just decide to not turn over the keys
· He also couldn’t say, “actually, I want an additional $50k for it…”
· What’s Paul getting at?
· If we treat HUMAN covenants like this, how would we treat DIVINE covenants so much differently?
· Why would we think that a promise to justify by faith would be changed with the introduction of the law?
· Peter was misunderstanding or even abusing the concept of a covenant; but which covenant are we talking about?
· He gets into that in the next verse…
· Again, this first part is going to seem like a lot less application – that’s because Paul’s building an argument here and inviting his “brothers” to come along with him
· B. The promise was given to Abraham and his seed, Christ
· But he states it by way of promise (this covenant)… 
· Galatians 3:16 – Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ.
· What promise is Paul talking about here?
· Obviously it’s something that was said to Abraham
· The covenant, or promise given to Abraham was threefold: land, seed, and blessing
· Which of these is relevant for the argument here?
· I’m glad you asked: Paul answered that in v 8:
· Galatians 3:8 – The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.”
· Paul takes that third promise of “blessing” given to Abraham and sees it’s fulfillment in the GOSPEL
· But he does something further in our passage here – he isolates that second promise “seed”, and points out that it’s singular and not plural
· This blows up the Jewish argument that Peter had been swept into
· The belief that says, We’re the special ones! We’re sons of Abraham!
· Paul dismantles that line of reasoning by saying: this promise was to two people: Abraham and his (singular) seed
· Who is that “seed”? (Jesus!)
· Therefore, this promise isn’t tied to the physical offspring of Abraham, but tied to Jesus
· Why is this good news for us?
· Because everyone who “covenants” with Jesus also becomes a beneficiary of the promise!
· (*gospel?)
· But Paul goes even deeper into his argument… 
· Genesis 22:18 – “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”
· C. The law was given to Moses 430 years later
· He brings up timeline in v17… 
· Galatians 3:17 – What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.
· Much like what Pastor Rob talked about last week: if justification comes through obedience to the law, then what was Abraham supposed to do in order to be justified?
· That thing called the law didn’t come around for another 430 years after him!
· And when the Law did come about, it certainly didn’t undo the promises that God had made to Abraham
· What does this look like in your life, brother and sister?
· As we talked about in the opening, our sin has a tendency to push us away from God
· And while our sin certainly affects our relationship with Him, it ought to push us towards Him in repentance rather than away from Him in………. pride
· Why is it “proud” to not go to Jesus when we’re caught up in our sin? (*“I’ve got to get better first” *“I’ve gone too far” *minimize our view of the power of His sacrifice – our sin becomes greater than His payment) 
· This argument is pushed even further by Paul in v18… 
· D. Inheritance is based on a promise not observance of the law
· Galatians 3:18 – For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.
· When we run away from God in our sin, we ask the question “what must I do to inherit the kingdom of God?”
· We assume access to God and His Kingdom is a matter of obedience to the Law, when in fact, it’s a matter of embracing a promise…
· Jesus has paid what we could not hope to earn…
· He’s the “Seed” that received the promise of blessing and gives it to all who come to Him – and that, not according to our own works…
· Then we see that… 
· Romans 4:13-16 – For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified; for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no violation. For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all…
II. The Law was Temporary and the Promise is Permanent 
· At this point, we’re looking down on the law pretty hard
· If justification comes through faith, and this system predated the law by a longshot – what’s the point of the law anyway?
· A. The law was added due to transgressions
· Galatians 3:19a – Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions…
· This serves two possible functions
· It was either given to show us our sin, or
· It was given to stave off our sin – to prevent us from descending deeper and deeper into sin, as it was before the flood
· *explain both
· Either way, the Law gives us a keen look at the dynamic we discussed earlier – the key to this section:
· Man is really bad and God is really good
· He goes on… 
· Romans 7:9 – I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died…
· Romans 7:12 – So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.
· B. The law required a mediator in contrast to the personal promise
· Galatians 3:19-20 – Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made. Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one.
· The fact that the law was handed down by angels and mediated by a human agent reveals two things: (1) it is official and binding (hence, his argument in v15) and (2) it is not on the same level as the covenant promise which was delivered and mediated by God, Himself
· But…
· Deuteronomy 33:2 – He said, “The Lord came from Sinai, And dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran, And He came from the midst of ten thousand holy ones; At His right hand there was flashing lightning for them…”
· C. The law was added with an ending point
· We see this in the middle of that passage… 
· Galatians 3:19b – …until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made.
· The law was pointing to Jesus – the only One able to perfectly adhere to the Law
· Commentator Timothy George says it this way… 
· “Paul here spoke of the temporal parameters and limited duration of the law. Just as it had a point of origin on Mount Sinai, so also it had a point of termination—Mount Calvary. The Seed (rightly capitalized in the NIV) is used as a metonymy for Christ, echoing Paul’s earlier identification in v. 16. Thus Paul interpreted the law eschatologically in terms of its fulfillment and cancellation (cf. Col 2:14) in the messianic mission of Jesus. As W. D. Davies put it, ‘Paul’s controversial view of the law was inextricably bound up with the significance which he ascribed to Jesus as Messiah and with the challenge this issued to all the fundamental symbols of Jewish life.’” – Timothy George, Galatians (NAC), 254.
· In other words, they were no longer bound to the law as they had been previously before Jesus
· Jesus came to fulfill the law – as He says in Matthew 5 – and those who are under Christ, abide by His new covenant
· The temptation is to believe that the law stands in contrast to the promise of justification through faith, but… 
· Titus 2:11-14 – For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.
III. The Law is Not Opposed to the Promise but Reveals the Importance of the Promise
· That’s the argument Paul gets into here… 
· A. The law cannot impart life
· Galatians 3:21 – Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law. 
· Are you a good person?
· Let’s drill a bit into the question that opened our time
· That question could be understood in two ways: status and behavior (*explain both (+ Ps 119:68 shows God to be both)) 
· Are you good (status)? Do you do only good (behavior)?
· In Mark 10, a guy comes up to Jesus and asks Him a question…
· Mark 10:17 – As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”
· How does Jesus respond? (*repent and believe in the gospel?) 
· No – Jesus understood the way this rich young ruler framed his question: what shall I do to inherit eternal life (*explain)
· Mark 10:18 – And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.
· If I asked this guy our opening question – do you think you’re a good person – how would he have replied?
· If you know the rest of the narrative, he’d give a resounding “yes”!
· But there’s only One who is good – Jesus says it’s God, alone! 
· But if you recognize that you’re not good – or another way of saying it: you’re not GOD – then you can go to the One who IS good
· And all who go to Him receive the benefit of the promise: they get His righteousness… 
· His “goodness” is transferred to us! 
· Verse 21 of our passage makes it clear – you and I cannot work our way to goodness: the Law exposes our sin and NEED for forgiveness
· But don’t miss this: Paul says the Law is not contrary to the promises of God
· While we cannot do good things to earn favor with God, God still wants us doing good things… 
· Does God want you to break the 10 commandments or uphold them?
· Remember our two senses: status and behavior – by way of STATUS, the Christian is a good person because they’ve been covered by Jesus (Gal 2:20)
· And by way of behavior, are you a good person?
· When we put ourselves up to the Word of God, we see the answer pretty clearly… 
· Romans 7:4 – Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God.
· B. The law was given to reveal sin
· Galatians 2:22 – But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.
· Behaviorally, no – you and I are proven to be sinners when we look at God’s standards, and definitionally a sinner is not a good person (which is the point Jesus made in Mark 10)
· But what is Jesus’s expectation of us? What does He want out of our behavior?
· He certainly wants us to be “good” rather than “bad”
· But that’s where faith comes in
· And let’s look at it from two angles: the rich young ruler, and Peter (who is being corrected in this passage)
· When Jesus confronts the rich young ruler with the truth of Scripture, and this young man believes himself to be justified by his own works, what does that cause him to do – does he follow Jesus? (he goes away sad)
· And as for Peter – Jesus told him in the upper room that he would deny Jesus
· Peter pushed back against Christ saying that even if all the rest of them abandon Jesus, HE never would!
· Peter’s works were vastly superior to all the other shmucks that Jesus had chosen as disciples
· And when Jesus’s prophetic words to Peter end up as the truth, what does that cause Peter to do?
· He goes away weeping
· This is the danger Paul is confronting in this passage – if our faith is in WORKS, we go away from JESUS (100% of the time!!)
· If our faith is in JESUS, we go to Him irrespective of our WORKS! (*repeat both) 
· If we’re trusting in our works, we either go away from Jesus because we think we’re good (either by status or behavior) on our own – just like the rich young ruler
· OR, if we’re trusting in our works, we go away from Jesus because we find ourselves to NOT be good (in status or behavior) on our own – just like Peter
· Do you see how, though Peter and the rich young ruler present as opposite cases, both are trusting in their own WORKS?
· The answer to both is FAITH IN JESUS
· Only THAT will lead us to Him, brothers and sisters
· And that’s what the final part of our passage declares… 
· Romans 7:7 – What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “You shall not covet.”
· Romans 3:19-20 – Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God; because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.
· C. The law locks us up and faith in the promise sets us free
· D. The law is our guardian to lead us to Christ
· Galatians 3:24-25 – Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
· The law instructs us towards faith in Jesus
· This gives us clear application!
· If you’ve listened correctly to your teacher – the law – you’ve concluded that you’re not a good person
· That’s everyone’s beginning status, and that’s everyone’s continual behavior
· It’s only when we rightly perceive that this tutor is leading us to Jesus that our status is able to change
· If you don’t see yourself as a sinner, you’ll never go to Jesus – you’ll just walk away sad
· If you ONLY see yourself as a sinner, you’ll never go to Jesus – you’ll run away weeping
· If you see Jesus as the tender forgiver of YOUR sins, then you’ll gladly run to Him!
· Romans 8:1-2 – Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.
· Romans 4:7-8 – Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, And whose sins have been covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account.
Conclusion
· Is there a positive example of this?
· I would argue “yes” – in every genuine testimony and in every act of true repentance in the Christian
· Allow me to read of one such testimony – it’s found in Augustine’s “Confessions” (Book 8, chapter 12)
· And we’ll close with this…
· *Context: 
· *Augustine was incredibly accomplished as a young man, but fully given over to licentiousness 
· *his sin began to weigh heavily on him as the Scriptures were opened up to him
· *though neither were Christians at the time, he sat with his closest friend, Alypius, as they wrestled through the Word together – and that’s where this passage picks up…
· *read 3 paragraphs from book 
· May the Law lead you to Jesus… 
· **PRAY** 

