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Intro: 

· ILL – I have a confession to make this morning. I’m a Downton Abby fan. 
· It didn’t start out that way… Initially it seemed like away to love my wife. 
· But before long, I was the one saying… “one more episode?” I wanted to know what was going to happen to Lady Mary and Lady Edith… would there be a son? Would there be an heir to inherit the estate?... 
· I don’t bring that up to recommend the show… there are a few things in it I wish weren’t … 
· But I do bring it up because today we are going to talk a lot about sonship… 
· the sonship we will look at is glorious… and it’s a sonship we don’t achieve. 
· As a reminder, last week we saw Paul talk about the purpose of the Law. And Paul reminded them that the purpose of the law was never to impart life. It has had a purpose… but one of its main purposes was to reveal and expose. 
· ILL – This morning you woke up, and my guess is you looked in a mirror. If you are like me, the mirror revealed that your hair was a mess. So, here’s what you likely did, you took the mirror off the wall and began using in to fix your hair… 
· EXPL – No. That is not the purpose of a mirror. Mirrors reveal the problem. They were not designed or intended to be the solution. 
· Yet the Galatians were in danger of taking the Law and trying to use it to fix their sin problem. 
· The law reveals our sin. It exposes us… but the law is not the solution. It was never meant to be.  
· So what is the purpose of the law? Paul said, “The Scripture has shut up everyone (everyone… Jews and gentiles) under sin…”
· One commentator, Timothy George  said, “Paul could not ignore the law because it was crucial for his understanding of salvation and Christ—not, however, as the source of obtaining righteousness but rather as the gauge of damnation.” 
· In other words, through the Law we see that Jews and Gentiles alike stand condemned. 
· Theme: Prioritizing the Gospel 
· The offensive part of the gospel is that we have all fallen short of the glory of God and stand as equal sinners deserving of death…  And there is nothing we can do to change our standing.
· But the good news that we get to talk about today, is that in Christ, we are lifted from being equal sinners, to equal sons. 

· Title: From Equal Sinners to Equal Sons 

· Friends, we are looking at realities we cannot see… but realities, nonetheless. These unseen realities shape the way we live… so that what is unseen can be seen by a watching world.  

(pray) 


 
Because of Christ, what is true of every believer?

(read Gal. 3:26-29) 
I. We are sons of God.
· Once our identity was sinner. Now we are sons. 
· The gospel is filled with these staggering truths. 
· We who were sinners condemned by the law can now be sons. 
· ILL – Everyone in this room is either a son or a daughter… you had parents. Hopefully, there was love and security in that relationship. But even if not, think about your relationship with your parent… and now consider this…  
· EXPL - the God who is holy and pure and good, the Creator, is the perfect Father… and because of Christ… you can be his son. 
· J.I. Packer was once asked “What is a Christian?” His response was this…  “The richest answer I know is that a Christian is one who has God as Father”
· APPL - Stop and think about that… Let’s not just nod.
· It doesn’t say we are like sons… it says we are… sons of God. 
· And Paul says we are… 
A. We are sons through faith.
· This transition from sinners to sons didn’t come through the law. It doesn’t come through our works. Not through anything we do. Through faith. 
· And because this status was not our natural state. This sonship language implies a truth Paul will expand on in chapter 4, that through faith in Christ we have been adopted. 
B. We are sons by adoption.
· We are sons because we’ve been brought in. 

· And you may or may not have noticed this, but Paul has been saying we are all sons… 
· …Not sons and daughter. Not “children.” There is a word he could have used for children. No… we are all sons of God. 
· And that is intentional. 
· This might be a little foreign to us, but I brought up Downton Abby at the beginning because the show brings us back to another time, a time in which the males were the heirs. Sons received an inheritance. 
· And Paul says this of every believer, “we are sons of God” …
C. We are sons, so we inherit
· So, if you are lady, Paul isn’t leaving you out, he’s saying this is your status…. And us men are a part of the “bride of Christ” so it all evens out… 

· So what is true of every believer? We are sons of God, and…
    II. We have been clothed with Christ

· Paul says that those who have clothed themselves with Christ have been baptized into him… 
· Let me remind you again that what we are talking about are unseen… realties. 
· But what does this verse mean? 
· Well, some people would look at this verse as evidence that physical baptism saves or is necessary for salvation. But if that is the case than Paul is contradicting everything he has said up to this point. 
· Timothy George says, 
· The whole burden of the letter has been to say that salvation is received through faith in Christ alone apart from the works of the law including specifically the requirement of circumcision. …Was he saying to the Galatians: “My opponents were wrong in trying to circumcise you. What you really need is to be baptized!... If you want to be right with God, you must trust in Jesus Christ and be baptized with water”? yet this is precisely what Pual did not say to the Galatians… Jesus and anything else is to profane the grace of God and render useless the death of Christ.” 
· So Paul is not saying baptism with water saves… 
· But he is using the language of water Baptism to describe what happens to the believer at the moment of conversion. 
· At conversion, you were plunged into Christ… And you have clothed yourselves with him. 
· ILL – One of our boys recently learned how to walk. But he’s a little unsteady and he was especially unsteady when it was cold out. Not necessarily because of the cold itself, but because the cold meant coats and gloves and hats. 
· We put his puffy coat on him and it seemed to swallow him up! We couldn’t even see him anymore it was just a walking, stumbling marshmallow.  
· EXPL – If you are a born-again believer, than this is your story. At conversion you were plunged into Christ and have been clothed with him. You’ve been swallowed up in him.
· The language of sonship is relational language 
· The language of being baptized into Christ and clothed with him is union language. Its incorporation language.  
· It may not be how we typically think. It’s not something we can see, but if you are in Christ this is what’s true. This is what’s real. 
· What do you do with this? You ponder it. You stand amazed by it. And you watch baptisms with a new sense of wonder as you see the physical act point to a spiritual reality. 


    III. We are one in Christ
A. No difference in our standing before God.
B. No dividing wall in our relationships with one another.
· (work through the list and expound) 
· Jew nor Greek 
· Slave nor free
· Male nor female
· (Imagine the future…) 
    IV. We are heirs of the promise.

· (expand) 


Conclusion
(expand and polish) 
· We were sinners. Now we are sons. 
· (present Gospel – If you are not in Christ you stand equally condemned by the law of God. But through the gospel, through faith in Jesus Christ, you can be brought into a relationship with God. You can be his son. You can’t earn it. It’s not Jesus + _____. Its Jesus alone. Turn to him in faith.) 

· There were no commands given. Only realities. We no longer stand with the world as equal sinners. Now, we stand with those in Christ as equal sons. And we have been clothed with Christ. We are one in Christ and we are heirs of the promise. 
· We are looking at realities we cannot see… but realities, nonetheless. These unseen realities shape the way we live… so that what is unseen can be seen by a watching world.  
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