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Introduction 
Good morning – Welcome new guests – page ______ Galatians – Prioritizing the Gospel – Context of where we are – This congregation has in some way drifted from the true Gospel – This is a big deal to Paul because it’s a big deal to God – “accursed” – We’ve even Paul be so bold as to call the Apostle Peter out publicly because Peter’s actions were confusing the gospel – this gospel is such good news that it has united us to Christ in His DBR – Galatians 2:20
- Paul is not done yet, in fact not even close to being done – this book is like waves going between a stern rebuke and a serious doctrinal lesson – we are back to stern correction 
- Before we read, this passage today is calling the reader to evaluate your experience – your Christian experience – Does it match up with where you started? – just like the captain of a ship, checking the navigation, we need to make sure we continue in the Christian life in the same way we started, that is through faith in Jesus Christ

Read Galatians 3:1-5

The Wisdom of Faith and Foolishness of the Flesh
1. Be aware of foolishness and deception that draws one away from Christ V.1
BEWITCHED(DECEIVED) – PUBLIC PORTRAYAL – As clear as if Christ were here! – Paul painted a picture with words – App: Our evangelism must be clear and compelling – it must be from the heart/like we have been with Jesus
a. Consider the enticement of works
Works provide a false sense of 1.SATISFACTION, 2.LOGIC, 3.GLORY
And yet…
b. Foolishness sets aside the purpose and testimony of Christ’s crucifixion
That’s why we must…
2. Remember that salvation is about receiving the Spirit by faith V.2
PAUL’S ONLY THING – Underline that! – There are things of FIRST IMPORTANCE – THEOLOGICAL TRIAGE – Evangelism lesson here from Paul – Judaism was complex, but it could be boiled down to one question – How is someone SAVED is the main issue – 
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH – Jesus’s work – Simultaneous to Jesus’s work being applied to you is Spirit’s work in you
a. The Holy Spirit had to rescue and regenerate you 
REGENERATION –  “Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law?” – How ridiculous would it be to think you could work for the Holy Spirit? 
b. Reinforcing the foundation of your salvation testimony helps you move forward wisely
You’ve got to finish how you start – If you don’t finish how you started that means you didn’t start at all…
3. Wisdom calls us to continue and finish how we start V.3
That’s why Paul is so passionate and intense in this letter
a. There is a fundamental difference and opposition between the Spirit and the flesh
There are only two paths – Spirit vs flesh – Your own righteousness vs the righteousness of Christ – Matthew 7:13-14 – if you have the Spirit through faith that is what matters because it means you have Christ! 
b. If the Spirit made you alive in Christ, the Spirit empowers you to live for Christ.
JUSTIFICATION vs SANCTIFICATION – Colossians 1:15-20 – You will only continue to grow through Christ – Christ is not a push start, He is the driver 
c. Confusing the gospel stunts your growth
Performance driven lives – we applaud ourselves greatly when we do well and beat ourselves up when we sin – This week EXAMPLE – rejoice in your justification and stand firm in Christ – That doesn’t mean you don’t have remorse over your sin, but you are not condemned! – it CONFUSES the gospel to act like I need to work back my own righteousness 
Now lastly in this text…
4. Suffering and miraculous signs point to faith rather than the law V.4-5
SUFFERING TRANSLATION – either way, if you live your spiritual life in the flesh, it’s going to be vain – VANITY 
a. Legalism robs suffering of purpose
In Christ, the purpose is Christlikeness – small trials vs big trials – no purpose leads to discouragement and meaninglessness – CONTEXT OF JUDAIZERS – Galatians 6:12 – PERSECUTION – they want to get away from Christ to get away from the pressure – if these guys are right, you’ve been wasting your suffering for Christ
Now this idea about miracles is interesting as well…
b. The miraculous signs of the early church were evidence of the spirit and of faith
MIRACLE TRANSLATION – either way, God was at work – You cannot make miracles happen by works of the law – Many false religions are trying to do this – The power of God you see in the church is not coming from you, it’s coming from God
Conclusion 
-Brothers and sisters, we must finish this Christian life in the same way we started.
-JUSTIFICATION is by faith alone – it is about being connected to Christ – It’s not about it mostly being about Christ, it’s about it all being about Christ – Isaiah 42:8 – to attain righteousness from our performance is to take credit from God – The same is for SANCTIFICATION – There is no way I can be perfected apart from Christ – Philippians 1:6 – He’s going to finish it 
-We are called to obey in this life because we have faith 
-our obedience comes knowing God is working in us by faith through His Spirit whom He gave us on the day of our salvation
- Christ is sufficient for all of our Chirstian experience. Both the beginning and the end. 
