· What is it that could take something that everyone, or maybe most everyone, considers as good and turn it into something so ugly that no one would want it?
· One example can come from the political realm. 
· Now I am not one who tracks political too closely, that would be my son in our family, but what I do enjoy is that we introduced our daughters to the TV series West Wing. Though I may not agree with the writers on all things, we have come to love the characters…
· But one thing that has been interesting is how they wrote in ways that reflected reality…
· In 1999, congressmen opposing the president proposed that if the president supported campaign finance reform, they would submit poison pill legislation, a bill that appear as good and useful, but with amendments that make the law unbearably difficult for their opponents…
· Amazingly, the same scenario happened in DC in 2001, Orin Hatch attempted to submit a poison pill amendment to a campaign finance bill that had support from both sides of the aisle.
· For the sports folks out there, you may think more about poison pills as contract put into restricted free agent offers that made it extremely painful for the original team to match an offer from another team to one of your players…
· I am not interested in chasing that rabbit down its hole
· But what I want to highlight the concept of the poison pill as something that renders something that is useful and good to be something that nobody wants…
· It would be like if you are hiking in the desert, and you walk up upon me sitting on the path with a great big cooler…
· Ice Water – Free!
· Cool and refreshing.  Ice cold.
· But when you ask for a glass – I point to small print…each glass comes with a drop of cyanide…
· You would simply turn away saying, No thank you, I will take my chances in the desert…
· Life-Saving, pure-water was being turned into death
· Friends – Would you consider, that this is what so easily happens with the gospel
· The life-giving power of the gospel
· Pure and true, leading to eternal life
· But when I add something to it…
· It does not become better…it becomes poisoned…
· It is so easy for us to say – I would never do that
· But we need to be honest with ourselves – our hearts are deceived
· And we want to believe what we believe.
· Consider what Paul wrote to the church in Corinth
1 Cor 1:18 For the Word of the Cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God
· Our natural heart sees the gospel as foolishness.
· It insults our prideful heart saying that there is nothing that I can bring to my salvation
· Nothing that I could so to earn or maintain my standing before God
· The gospel constantly reminds me that I can add nothing…
· I want to be able to boast, but the gospel takes that away from me
· So my heart rejects the true gospel
· But think about why this is such foolishness
· The gospel is not rejected because it asks too much of me…
· The gospel is rejected, or forgotten, because  it requires us to stop…
· Stop asking what we can add to prove our worth.
· Can I say that again…
· The gospel is not rejected because it asks too much of me…
· The gospel is rejected, or forgotten, because it requires us to stop asking what we can add to prove our worth.
· [Pray]
· If you will join me in Galatians chapter 2…
· Our Theme for this year is Prioritizing the Gospel
· We want to prioritize it in our worship, in our bible studies, in our one on one conversations and in our Sunday ministries…
· That includes our Children’s Ministry – We have opportunities for you to prioritize the gospel in partnering with our families – I hope that you are open to taking that leap.  It matters.
· We are prioritizing the gospel on Sunday mornings by studying the letter to the Galatians verse by verse.
· And as we have been seeing Paul is concerned for the church because others have come and both intentionally, and sometimes without recognizing it, have added poison pills to the gospel.
· And it we would say today – I would never do that…
· Please think back to last week’s passage…
· Peter, the first leader of the church – the first to proclaim the true gospel – found himself making choices, living in a way that introduced a poison pill into the gospel
· But God had also commissioned another Apostle of the true Gospel in Paul who saw the deadly danger and He stood up calling us to 
· Lay Our Deadly Doing Down  
· Paul stood firm for the true gospel even to confront the first pastor of the church
· Starting at v 11 to connect last week to today…
Read V 11-12…
11But when Cephas (Peter)  came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 
12For prior to the coming of certain men from James. Peter used to eat with the Gentiles; but when the men from James came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision
· These certain men from James simply was a way of saying they were from Jerusalem, but it does not mean they agreed with James – When it says their presence caused Peter to fear the party of the circumcision – it meant they were bringing the poison pill saying you need to become Jewish before you can be Christian 
Read v13
13The rest of the Jews joined Peter in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.
· Notice the impact one person had on others – David described this last week where our hypocrisy can lead others into hypocrisy
Paul continues:
Read v 14
14But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?
· God in His grace raised up Paul to help his brother Peter who was struggling with the fear of man – without seeing that in his fear, he was allowing them to add a poison pill
· The implication here is that we need Christ to speak loudly enough through us that we might stand firm
· Now for our passage today we will see what it was that Paul was pointing Peter back to…
READ Gal 2:15-21
· Today we are talking about setting aside those poison pills to maintain the purity of the gospel and to do that we need to ensure we fully comprehend the true gospel, pure and unfiltered, just as Paul received it from the risen Christ
· And when we slow down, and even stop long enough to take it in we will see
The true Gospel shows three realities we must embrace to avoid deadly error
· We are going to unpack from the text today three realities that are foolishness, even offensive to the world, which is why they want to add the poison pill.
· But we need to embrace these truths – truths that reflect 
· Everyone’s need
· Everyone’s problem
· Everyone’s solution
· Meaning the solution available to everyone
· So let’s start with
I. Everyone’s Need: Justification (v. 15-16)
· Galatians is widely considered Paul’s earliest letter…
· if that is true, this would be his first written use of the term justification
· I expect that is a word that is used much by Pastors, in Bible Studies etc., but I do not want to make any assumptions…
· I do not want to simply assume that we all know what is meant 
· Justification is a term used in speaking of what happens when a person is saved…even there we need to be clear so that we all are saying the same thing 
· To justify, in the original Greek is the verb form of the adjective “righteous”
· So let’s substitute that into v 16…
Gal 2:16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not “righteoused” by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be “righteoused” by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be “righteoused”.
· I know - No I have you even more confused – what do you mean to be “righteoused”
· What do you think of when you hear that a person is righteous…
· Not self-righteous – that has a negative connotation of pride
· But just righteous 
· We think of someone morally good
· We think of virtue
· To quote my seminary professor
· “Righteousness” is a person’s entire disposition and actions in a relationship that keeps them in right standing in that relationship.”—P. B. Aucoin
· Think about that relationship in your life, where there is constant tension
· Things are simply just not “right between you” because there is something, 
· something that you would see as their “unrighteousness” 
· that is creating a barrier
· Though not perfect let me give a simple illustration
· I have a relationship with the Electric company
· They have agreed to provide power to my home 
· and I have agreed to pay them
· What would put me in right standing with Duke Electric?
· That I have paid my bill…
· If I don’t pay my bill…
· They turn off the power
· Because I was not in right standing in the relationship…
· There are more important relationships than with the power company
· We have friends with whom we want to maintain a right relationship 
· We have co-workers and bosses
· We have family who we want to be in a right relationship with…
· And ultimately – 
· We all have a relationship with God
· This is the most important relationship in which we need to have a right relationship…
· And that is the Justification, the right relationship that we are seeing here in Galatians 2.
Gal 2:15-16 15“We are Jews by nature and not “sinners” from among the Gentiles; 16nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we (Paul, Peter, Barnabus) have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 
· 15“We – that is Paul, Peter, Barnabas -  are Jews by nature 
· meaning they were born into national/ethic Israel
· therefore they started out as the religious ones…
· following the law the law,  - thou shal not commit adultery, steal, or lie, along with additional requirements like dietary and religious ceremonial laws
· as compared to the Gentiles, the unreligious sinners
· They participated in all kinds of unholy behaviors…that violated the law
· This is what becomes so shocking in Paul’s argument as he talks abouat these two groups…
A. The “moral/religious” (Jews)
· The moment that a religious Jew says “Christ died for me”
· That they needed Jesus death to be made right with God, to be justified 
· What were they saying?
· What were thy now saying different than before?
· They were NOW saying
· My natural identity in the Jewish Community does not make me righteous
· My status under the Mosaic Covenant does not make me righteous
· My attempts to follow the law, no matter how good I have been
· None of it means that I am righteous before God – I am not justified by these things
· I need something more
· So, the religious in seeking to be righteous by faith in Christ showed He was a sinner…
· and that his right standing could not come by doing the law…..
· It has to mean that even the “moral/religious” , the Jews need justification, 
· they need something to get them in “right relationship” with God.
B. The “immoral/sinner” (Gentiles)
· Less shocking was that Paul would imply that the Gentile – and here he speak clearly, the sinner has the same need for a right relationship with God…
· The point I want you to take from here…
· The true Gospel of Jesus Christ shows that there are two types of people in the world
· The religious 
· And the irreligious…
· and we would all find it easy to call them sinners, even by our standards
· And both need a right relationship with God…
· Everyone needs to be made righteous before our Holy God
· If that were not the case – then Why did the father send His Son?
· We will come back to that
· Yes – Everyone has the same need
· But the True gospel also shows us that we also all have the same problem 
II. Everyone’s Problem: Bent Toward a Self-Focused Self-Justification (v. 17-19)
· If justification can be seen as my actions through which with my heart and actions I seek to maintain right standing in my relastionships…
· We need to ask ourselves
· How do we often seek that righteousness?
· Again, we will look at our two groups of people to see how we try to “justify” ourselves…
· Let’s start with the second – 
· What do the non-religious do?
· How does the sinner seek to be right in relationships
· They chase the approval of the masses through the things that all of the masses want…
· Wealth, popularity, power…
· And where do they seek it…
· Among those who value wealth, popularity and power
· Then if you fall short, you lose wealth, become unpopular or someone else becomes more powerful
· In the circles they are running in…
· They become condemned, the relationships are now broken until you can fix it…
· Then there are the religious…what do they do?
· Focus on morality
· I want to be seen as one who follows rules
· And my law-keeping keeps me in right standing with my religious friends…
· And within my religious circle – at least I am better than those sinners who are chasing wealth, popularity and power
· But when I break the rules – I only find condemnation from my group…
· Though these groups look vastly different
· They have a common thread regarding how they are seeking justification.
· The focus for the immoral is the same as the focus of the religious
· The focus is on myself
· Look at me and who I am?
· I am either a successful businessman, a tycoon, sports star,
· Or I am the “Good Guy”
· Our hearts are always seeking to be justified, to be accepted…
· At this point, Paul is only going to address one group, the religious, because that was the behavior he was confronting in Peter… 
Galatians 2:17-19 - But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be! For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor. For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 
· What has declared is packed with meaning, and I do not want to get lost in it because I want us to focus on the key truths of the gospel
· Here we are talking about Everyone’s problem
· The problem being that the way that we were trying to become justified before God falls apart with the gospel’s offer of grace.
· Think about the implication with me…
· If my actions that I trusted to justify me… in my mind…	
· That was my adherence to the religious laws 
· And through those actions I saw myself as morally superior to the Gentiles – those sinners…
· If that has been removed, replace by grace…
· Then my moral superiority has been removed
· A quick implication for us all would be to consider how we see others
· And what does it mean when we see ourselves as better than others?
· And thus we must ask, are we holding firm to the true gospel – or allowing a poison pill to be added – they need to be like me…
· We would not likely say it that way – but is that the meaning of our moral superiority?
· Then we must also see the danger that Paul is pointing out for the religious…
· Warning them not to simply fall to the other side…
· Cautioning a false thinking…
· That if seeking to be justified in Christ is giving me freedom to be like the Gentiles and sin like them, that would make Christ a minister of sin… 
· May it never be…
· Paul is saying if that is your thinking – that is wrong too…
· He is saying then you do not understand the law, sin…or Christ
· So he has warned against falling to the other side
· Then he also warns against falling back as well…	
· After placing a trust in Jesus – then rebuilding a trust in something else… For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor.
· He is saying that in doing so – you prove yourself a sinner
· Even worse…if possible…than those who don’t have a moral code…
· What proves it…when you make a law or rule you are following the thing that you believe makes you right with God…
· How I dress…What music I listen to…what shows I watch…
· If I trust in these – I am proving myself the transgressor
· Because you are trusting in yourself, and your ability to follow the rules
· You are trusting in yourself to be your own savior?
· Which is more dangerous...more deadly…
· Committing Adultery?
· Or believing you can save yourself after having committed adultery?
· Which is worse?
· Stealing?
· Or acting like I can make up for it, and make myself righteous after having done so?
· John Piper described the connection between these passages this way…
The transgression against God is to presume that you can climb your way up a ladder of morality into his favor. If you must die to the law in order to live to God, then clearly it is a transgression to try to build the law again. That's the connection between verses 18 and 19. Verse 19 makes the amazing point that as long as you are trying to earn your way to God by works of law, 
you cannot have a close relation to God. The closer you try to get to God by works, the farther you drive him from you. There are two possibilities in religion: you can think of your ability, God's demand, and the ladder of law; or you can think of your inability, God's demand, and the free gift of justification by faith. 
Paul had learned through his own long experience with the law that in order to live in close communion with God and have his power, he had to simply give up on legalism and die. The old self that loves to boast in its ability to climb ladders must die. - John Piper

· Seeing what happened in Galatia between Paul and Peter…
· We need to ask…
· Why…even after we come to Christ through faith…is there a temptation to again, like Peter, to allow in the poison pill, the cyanide that destroys the gospel?
· In John Piper’s word
· We love to boast in our ability to climb ladders
· If we do – I can climb just a little bit higher than you
· And certainly higher than “those sinners”
· Recall the implication I mentioned earlier…
· If we are thinking ourselves higher than others…
· What is that saying about my understanding of the gospel
· C.S. Lewis said, if your religion is making you think of yourself better than someone else you can be sure you are being acted upon by the devil and not God….
II. Everyone’s Problem: Bent Toward a Self-Focused Self-Justification (v. 17-19) [Repeated]
· This is Everyone’s problem
· We all naturally turn towards a works based orientation – to prove myself in the world, or to prove myself to God
· And that self-orientation is living for self and not for God
· For through the Law, I died to the Law, so that…through the true Gospel…I might live to God – NOT Self…
· Do you realize that this is what makes Christianity different from every other religion…
· Every world religion…Islam, Hindu, Buddhism, Atheism, even agnosticism…
· I choose my actions, I obey, in order to be accepted, 
· to have right standing
· to be justified
· I gather together all of my moral accomplishments, all my prayers, my good deeds, my religiousity
· And I present it to God
· Saying to God – now you owe me for all that I have done
· And I get to boast for having climbed the ladder
· I did that – It was about me…
· But sadly what comes of that, what is the result?
· You will ultimately be unsure?
· Did I do enough? Did I avoid the really bad things?
· How will I know?  
· In every other religion – the answer is that you don’t
· You don’t know if you are in justified?
· Imagine if there was a recording of every thing you ever said or did…
· And then you will be graded on that
· Even if you got to set your own standard, we would all fall short	
· So we have established in the True gospel
· Everyone’s need is justification – to have a right relationship with God…without it, there can be no eternal life…only death
· Then Everyone’s problem – is that through self-justification, we will never measure up…we could never stand self-justified…
· For none is righteous…no not one…
· But now shall we get to the good news…
· The True gospel shows the real solution… 
III. Everyone’s Solution: Justification Through Faith in Christ (v. 20-21)
· There is only One who was not hindered by sin, who was not seeking self-justification
· Because He himself was sinless and maintained a right relationship with His Father
· But His actions were not purposed so that he could maintain his place with the Father…His works were intended not for himself, but for all who would believe
Galatians 2:20-21 - I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.
· Galatians 2:20 is not one of our monthly memory verses…but I would encourage you to consider adding it…
· Not to show yourself better than anyone else
· But to anchor your own heart in the true gospel solution
· This is what shocked the people so much, Jews and Gentiles.
· Because the true gospel changes everything
· The Gospel…the justification by faith alone
· Is the only things that changes our relationship with God…
· Our new memory verse for March says…
· For by grace you have been saved though faith
· Through faith in Jesus Christ
· God’s relationship with you changes…
A. God’s perspective toward the believer−by faith the believer is viewed in all ways as the Father views the Son
· Again, there is so much we can unearth in this passage, but let me unpack a couple layers for us
Galatians 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
· As we said – Everyone’s problem -self-justification
· But in Christ – Justification in Christ means 
· That self has been crucified with Christ
· And dead things cannot justify themselves – We have already proven that…
· Now when the Father look on you, when He looks on me…
· What does he see?
· Does He see a new me made righteous and perfect in every way…
· The answer to that is No…
· 2 Cor 5 does say that I am a new creation – not yet perfected and still living in a sin cursed world
· So How am I see to be in right standing with God
· Because he no longer look at me, rather He sees His Son’s righteousness.
· In the next chapter, we will see that “all who are baptized into Christ have clothed ourselves with Christ.
· Christ’s righteousness is that which we wear
· Christ’s righteousness is that which maintains our right standing with God
· So how do we become clothed in His righteousness
· By justification through faith in Jesus Christ alone
· Looking at it through our verse again
· When I place my Faith in Jesus Christ…it is faith that
· Jesus lived a perfect live, without sin, in right standing with the Father
· Then, on the Cross…The Son of God humbled himself, taking the sins of the world upon himself – 
· he became sin, who knew no sin – 
· only the Son of God could do that
· Because he willingly took our sin – Jesus willingly sacrificed His right standing with God – My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?
· He took all of God’s wrath, separated from the Father and He Died – 
· Only the Son of Man could do that…
· And in his death, His sacrifice satisfied the Father
· Only the Son of God could do that
· Then satisfied, God the Father, as prophesied, raised Him up again on the third day
· Only the power of the gospel could do that.
· The True Gospel teaches that the solution – justification through faith in Jesus is for everyone…
· There are many who would say that is did not have to be this way…
· To say that is to say that we want there to be some other way, that we can still work our way back to God…
· But the Death Burial and Resurrection of Jesus prove something different…
· We can either trust in Jesus for everything – Justification through faith
· Or we can trust in something else…
· But if it were any other way…What would that say about Jesus
· Tim Keller describes it this way…
· Imagine your house is burning
· Your whole family had already escaped the fire.
· A man says – Let me show you how much I love you…
· So he ran into the house and he died
· His death would be seen as meaningless because your family was already safe
· But what if your child was still in the home…
· I love you – so he runs in…his actions save your child, but he does not make it out of the house alive…
· You might think differently
· Look at how deeply he loved you
· When we grasp these three truths of the Gospel
· We all have a need – our sin separates us from a Holy God
· With out him – our path leads to death – an eternal separation from God
· We also have a problem – there is nothing that we can do to resolve our need on our own.
· We are not just helpless
· The solutions that we come up with for ourselves are worse than doing nothing.  Self-reliance in order to draw near to God actually moves us away from Him
· And we have all been offered a solution
· If you are here today and you cannot say, or You are unsure if you have paled your faith in the D/B/R of Jesus Christ alone.
· The Solution is available to you.
· You do not need to pay for it, you don’t need to add to is, and you don’t need to clean yourself up for it.
· And this is what it looks like
· To confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead – 
· You will be saved.
· For with the heart we believe resulting in righteousness
· Justification by faith
· And with the mouth we confess resulting in salvation
· Then not only does Jesus Change your relationship with God
· He changes everything about the way that we think about living today
B. The believer’s perspective for living life
· We no longer live as if trying to earn something, but we live in response that what we know to be true….
1. God loved me first, has accepted me in Christ, given me the “right standing” so that I can be in relationship with Him.
· And nothing can change that truth…
· Jesus taught that no one can snatch you from His hand
· Paul writes in Ephesians that having believed, we are sealed in Him with the promise of the Holy Spirit
· Though the world would still try to knock you down,
· The Apostle John wrote – greater is he who is in you that he who is in the world – nothing can separate us from the Love of Christ
· And no matter what our hearts may think – We can have assurance…
· Again John said I have written these things so that you might know.
· Yes – you can know that you have eternal life
· Then knowing that 
2. I love and live for Him in return.
· The gospel changes everything…
· When I am suffering and I feel alone
· I can hold firmly the truth – 
· God Loves me – He has made me a place of right standing with him.
· Therefore I will never be alone.
· I can rejoice in my suffering
· Not rejoice that I suffered
· But rejoice in the gospel and the gospel impact on my response to suffering
· When I doubt, and I begin to make choices to prove myself to God
· I can turn back from that, repent, and know that my place with God was secured by no one other that Jesus Himself and he won’t change His mind…He said he is coming back for me.
· Even after I am saved – he calls me to confess saying
· If you confwess your sin, He is faithful and just to forgive you of your sin and cleanse you of all unrighteousness
· The gospel maintains your right standing with God
· When someone has offended me, someone has harmed me
· I need to come back over and over to see the gospel
· When I see myself in the right light
· Acknowledge that I am not above any other human being
· And I can see how much I have been forgiven
· I can choose to have a heart to forgive…
· That is how I love and live for him in return
· If you are looking for ways to keep the gospel truth on the forefront of your mind
· Many of you already have a copy, but if you don’t I recommend the Gospel Primer to ready the short daily reminders of the gosple impact on everyday life.
· As we close – my pray is that we would embrace the truths of the gospel that it is not about me, but faith in Christ Alone…For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God, not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
PRAY
