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Scripture’s Proof that Gospel Benefits Come by Faith
Galatians 3:6-14; March 1, 2026

Good morning church family. I hope you have been challenged and encouraged by our study through Galatians. Our theme this year is Prioritizing the Gospel.
· We want to be an evangelistic church but this powerpoint graphic highlights the importance of individual conversations necessary to win the lost. 
· We are trying to lead by (1) Preaching through a book that defends the genuine gospel; (2) Providing tracts to use in your personal evangelistic effort; (3) Scripture memory that focuses on the gospel; and (4) A webpage of gospel resources.

If you have already shared Jesus, I would love to hear from you. Send me a note to tell me how it went. If you want prayer for an upcoming meeting, please send me a note and I will pray when I see it.

The Galatian church was in danger. 
· That is why Paul provides a warning in 1:6-12 rather than thanksgiving. 
· That is why Paul said that those who preach a false gospel should be accursed. 
· That is why in 3:1-5 Paul repeats the phrase “You foolish Galatians.” 

Paul wrote urgently. Even the way the book ends could be considered a bit dramatic if such important matters were not at stake.

Galatians 6:17 From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.
· There is a mic drop moment if I ever heard one.

Even the Corinthian church, which was full of division and in-fighting, got a thanksgiving section.

The Lord decided that all his followers needed to read this intense defense until Jesus returns to make all things right. The Lord wanted you and I to understand his clear defense of the genuine gospel. [slide from week #1] I suggested that there are multiple expressions of that defense. All of them matter.
· Justification by Faith … we saw that clearly argued in 2:15-21.
· Freedom in Jesus … like the rejection of Mosaic law and circumcision in 2:1-10
· Character Consistent with the gospel … positively through Paul’s example in 2:1-10 and negatively through Peter’s example in 2:11-14.

Please turn to Galatians 3. Last week, when we covered Galatians 3:1-5 Paul invited them to evaluate their experience. Really, this is part 2 of the same message because the main question still flows through my test. The Lord highlighted 5 blessings that come from the genuine gospel.
1. You received the Spirit (v. 2)
2. You began (your Christian life) by the Spirit (v. 3)
3. You experienced Christian growth (v. 3)
4. You suffered meaningfully (v. 4)
5. He worked mightily (v. 5)

Amid these wonderful blessings that come from the genuine gospel, Paul asks one question. It is the only and most important question he asks (v. 2). Did those blessings come from the works of the law or by hearing with faith? He asks the same question in vv. 2 and 5.

Remember the danger? They would start one way and finish another. 

Or more precisely, they began their journey by faith in Christ, but are in danger of being deceived to believe that they must follow the Mosaic law and accept circumcision as the sign of the covenant to be a real follower of Jesus and to mature in their faith.

Before I unpack the next section of the text I want to tell you a story that illustrates why this book is important to me and why I invested so much time studying it.

When I enrolled in college, I was a relatively young believer. I placed my faith in Jesus when I was a young child, but my Christian growth was slow. It was not until I was almost 17 that I started investing more in reading Scripture and understanding more about Jesus.

My first year of college I was walking across campus and was stopped by some from the Mormon church. We had a pleasant conversation about Jesus and then I moved on to wherever I needed to go. It was only later that I learned that their description of Jesus was very different than mine.
· I realized I had little spiritual discernment. I could not tell error from truth. I thought as long as the person spoke about Jesus we were all good. I was easily deceived by a person who used good language even if it was not based on good theology.

I believe that danger still exists. 
· People leave one church to go to a different church without an equal commitment to the gospel. How did that happen?
· People give up their faith because something in the world seems more attractive. What part of their faith broke? 
· Or People believe that they earn at least a small part of their salvation. How did this become convincing?

Sometimes the most important defense of the gospel is the one we give ourselves. Last week, you and I had the opportunity to meditate on these matters for ourselves.
· Did I receive the Spirit through my own efforts or by faith after hearing the gospel?
· Have I grown in my Christian life through my own efforts or God working in me?
· Have I experienced hardship for being faithful to Jesus?
· Have I seen God do super amazing things through my efforts or his?

Now, please look at v. 6. I will be reading Galatians 3:6-14. This is the Word of the Lord. 
· I have titled this message Scripture’s Proof that Gospel Benefits come by Faith. I love Paul’s argument. He starts by imploring them to look at their life and experience. 
· Now, he tells them check out the story line of the Bible.

I would like us to consider 4 Scriptural proofs that gospel benefits come by Faith. I could have said “through Justification by Faith” but that made my title too wordy. Ready? I am excited about this. I am going to talk about these verses by theme rather than one verse at a time, but don’

Proof #1: Righteousness has Always come by Faith

Galatians 3:6 Even so Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.

Galatians 3:11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, “The righteous man shall live by faith.” 

We have two references to the OT. We use the NASB in our public services although there are other great translations like the ESV, the CSB, NKJV, or my personal favorite the NIV. The NASB puts OT quotations in all capital letters. (caps were not copied, but your text shows it)

In vv. 6 and 11 Paul takes us to Genesis and Habakkuk. The Bible uses the Bible for lots of different reasons, but one of them is to “teach truth.” 
· The NT writer proves from an OT text that God has always thought this way. That is what happens in these two quotations. 
· God wants to show us that righteousness or a right standing before God has always come by faith and not by works of the law.

He starts by referencing Genesis.

A. Righteousness came by Faith Prior to the Mosaic Law and Prior to Circumcision

It does not take much Bible study to remember that the law was given to Moses after he delivered the people from Egypt. That story is told in Exodus. But we are in Genesis. Paul quotes Genesis 15:6. God told Abraham to leave his country and go to a place God would show him. God would give him land, seed, and blessing. In fact, 

Genesis 12:3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” 

Abraham is 75 and Sarah 65. They have not had children. Abraham wonders about the future of his family after he is dead. Who will be my heir, he wonders?
· That is when God tells Abraham that he will provide a child through him. In fact, the Lord says that his descendants will be as numerous the stars in heaven.
· That must have sounded like an exaggeration. He doesn’t even have a child yet. 
· It is here that the Bible says, Abraham believed (exercised faith) and it was credited to him as righteousness.

There is no earthly reason why Abraham and Sarah should have children at this point. Their child bearing years are over. 
· Yet, their belief is so strong Sarah gives Abraham her maid to have children for her. We all know that this was not the solution the Lord had in mind, but it reflects their belief that God was going to do this – even if they did not know how.

Abraham’s act is long before the Mosaic law. But his belief is also prior to his circumcision. Galatians quotes Genesis 15:6 and circumcision is not introduced until Genesis 17. The book of Romans makes this point explicit.

Romans 4:7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, And whose sins have been covered. 8 “Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account.” 9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we say, “Faith was credited to Abraham as righteousness.” 10 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; 
Paul’s opponents, the ones who are influencing the Galatian churches have tried to convince the believers that they need to obey the Mosaic law and be circumcised as the sign of the covenant to genuinely be saved. 
· Paul says that is bologna. It violates their experience and it violates Scripture. Why?

Because Abraham exercised faith and the Lord credited righteousness to him. That was before the Law and it was before circumcision. In God’s great plan of salvation history Abraham is the example of justification by faith. He adds … 

B. Righteousness came by Faith during the time of the Mosaic Law

Galatians 3:11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, “The righteous man shall live by faith.”

In verse 11, Paul advances like a 1,000 years and he says that even after the Mosaic law is in force, no one was justified by it. 
· Instead, the righteous person, the one for whom righteousness was credited to their account, lives by faith.

He takes us to Habakkuk 2:4 to make this point clear. Habakkuk begins with a complaint. “Lord, we are not doing well. How long will you wait to do something?” 
· The Lord says that he is sending the Babylonians to crush them. Habakkuk responds with that is not what he had in mind.

God asks him and the nations to trust him—to believe that he is being righteous through the discipline and that God will hold them properly accountable later. 
· This is difficult to accept because the consequences were severe. The nation will still be destroyed and people will suffer. 
· Yet, you must still live by faith trusting God that he does what is right all the time.

After a further discussion with God, Habakkuk comes to that place. The book ends, 

Habakkuk 3:17 Though the fig tree should not blossom And there be no fruit on the vines, Though the yield of the olive should fail And the fields produce no food, Though the flock should be cut off from the fold And there be no cattle in the stalls, 18 Yet I will exult in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. 19 The Lord God is my strength, And He has made my feet like hinds’ feet, And makes me walk on my high places.

Habakkuk proves that he is no fair weather follower of the Lord. 
· He will exercise faith when life is good and all seems right and when life is hard and everything seems to be falling to pieces.

Putting these quotations together in this section, we have our first proof. Before the Law, during the Law, and now after the Law, Righteousness has always come by faith.

Proof #2: The Blessing of Abraham is for those who Exercise Faith
 
Galatians 3:8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.” 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.

Verse 8 references Genesis 12:3. But it also refers to …

Genesis 18:17-18 The Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18 since Abraham will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the earth will be blessed?

Genesis 22:18 “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”

Three different times in the Abraham story we learn about this blessing. 
· It is highly likely that the opponents were using the Bible to justify their position. See, Genesis 12:3, 18:18, 22:18 all refer to the blessing of Abraham. 
· While, yes, it goes to the Gentiles, nevertheless you need to be like Abraham – circumcised—and you need to obey the Mosaic Law because the Jews are from Abraham.
· As a new believer, this could be compelling.

At first, this sounds like a very reasonable argument. Okay, Abraham had Isaac, Isaac had Jacob and Jacob had the 12 sons which were the 12 tribes of Israel. The 12 tribes prospered and then were given the Mosaic Law. The pathway seems clear. Okay, yea, that sounds good.

Paul is like, hold on. What you are talking about? 
· They have completely misunderstood the passages about blessing. Yes, it is true that all the nations will be blessed through Abraham. However, how does that blessing flow? How does it move from Abraham to all the nations?

Verse 9 says, all you who exercise faith are the true heirs of this blessing. We are spiritual descendants and our common point of connection is that we, like Abraham, exercise faith. Paul made the same point in Romans 4.

Romans 4:11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised. 13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith.

Paul’s point is perfectly clear. His opponents have misunderstood the story line of the Bible and missing it means that they are not interpreting passages correctly. 
· They are right that blessing of Abraham comes to all nations. They are wrong emphasizing circumcision, physical lineage, and the Mosaic Law.

The correct answer is that the blessing flows to those who follow Abraham’s example of believing and trusting the Lord by faith.
As we share Christ with those around us, it might sound like foolishness. They might reject the truth. We cannot control that. I suspect many of us have tried to argue a person into heaven. Sadly, they did not break. What held them back was the ability to explain everything. Here is the problem. None of us can. 

Our relationship with God through Christ is by faith.
· That faith is not blind or irrational, but it still comes down to faith.
· When you get to the point that you do not have another answer, remind them that you cannot argue their way to a saving relationship with Jesus. But whatever worldview they adopt, they exercise faith regardless.
· If that faith resides in works based righteousness it has thousands of years of failure.

That brings us to …

Proof #3: Cursed is Everyone who Fails to Keep the Entire Law = Everyone

Galatians 3:10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, to perform them.” 

Galatians 3:12 However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, “He who practices them shall live by them.” 

We find another important argument here. The Mosaic Law was impossible to keep. We will see why the Law was good later in chapter 3, but for now, we must reckon with the fact that no one could keep it. 
· Paul quotes from Deuteronomy 27:26 and Leviticus 18:5. In so doing, he provides a very important reminder.

Paul opponents have said that you need to keep the law. Here is their Bible verse for that.

Leviticus 18:5 ‘So you shall keep My statutes and My judgments, by which a man may live if he does them; I am the Lord. 

It is highly likely that this is one of the verses that the opponents used to prove their point. See, Leviticus 18:5 says you must keep the Lord’s statutes and judgments = the Mosaic Law. If he does, then he will live.

I think what we find here is an important lesson for all of us. If you want to use the Bible to say whatever you want, then you might be able to do that. 
· Your best life now resource hits the shelves and millions of copies are sold and some of it sounds biblical. 
· The 5 love languages book hits the shelves and although that terminology is never once used in the Bible, people are like wow, that is like so biblical.

When you are confronted with a passage of Scripture, then it is possible to feel the weight of it right away. I get it. Did Leviticus 18 call God’s people to live obediently? Yes.
· Does the call to obedience in Leviticus 18 mean that one is justified or made right before God by doing good works? No!
· We are all prone to make the biblical passage say whatever is best for us. 
· We are also prone to pick a passage that is best for us too. 
· That is why a husband might be more likely to quote a submission passage to his wife or a wife might be more likely to quote a “love your wife” passage to her husband or why a parent might tell their 17 year old “children obey your parents in the Lord for this is right.”
· What happened to letting the Bible rest on your life?

Paul takes issue with this use of Leviticus 18:5 and it is also why he uses such strong language in 3:1-2. He calls them foolish and bewitched (or who cast a spell on you?). 
· He is like guys, “the one thing that humans have proven throughout all of history is that we are terrible at living faithfully for the Lord in our own strength. We are genuinely terrible at it.”

So Paul quotes … 
Deuteronomy 27:26 ‘Cursed is he who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 

That is one dumb time to say amen. Deuteronomy 27-28 and loaded with blessings and cursings. I thought about having us read a bunch of them, but you will just need to do that on your own (I tried to talk Josh into giving me an hour). 
· I believe Paul quotes this verse to point us to the hard reality that people have never kept the law by doing it!

The exile to Babylon was a direct consequence of the nation’s failure to keep the law. They return, have like 5 minutes of faithfulness, and they are mess by the time Jesus arrives. Then, Jesus’ entire sermon on the mount shows that they never lived up to the righteous demands of the law.
· Even if they did not commit physical adultery, did they ever lust?
· Even if they did not commit murder, did they ever have sinful anger in their heart?
· Do they ever sinfully worry?
· Are we ever judgmental?

Jesus says in Matthew 5:48 that they must be perfect like the Father is perfect. Who could possibly say that they do that? The sermon on the mount is beautiful, but it is terrible for feeling good about yourself. 

Paul wants the church and the Lord wants you and I to be aware of teaching that runs against the current of Scripture. 
· Leviticus 18:5 would have sounded compelling to the untrained ear. I need to keep the law to make Jesus happy. Got it. I’ll put Leviticus 18:5 on my list of verses to memorize.

Paul is like, friends, it does not mean what my opponents says it means. 
· When you trace the story line of the Bible you can clearly see that those who think that keeping the law will bring them favor wind up with a curse because they cannot possibly do it.

We have covered 3 of the Scriptural proofs. Righteousness has always come by faith. The blessing of Abraham is for those who exercise faith. Cursed is everyone who fails to keep the entire law = everyone. That brings me to proof #4. This is most awesome of the proofs.

Proof #4: Jesus redeemed us from the just curse by becoming a curse for us
Galatians 3:13	 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”—14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

We have yet another OT quotation. This time from Deuteronomy 21:23. 

Deuteronomy 21:22-23 “If a man has committed a sin worthy of death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 23 his corpse shall not hang all night on the tree, but you shall surely bury him on the same day (for he who is hanged is accursed of God), so that you do not defile your land which the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance.

We see here that a person committed a sin worthy of the death penalty. After he had been killed, they hung him for a portion of the day to remind others that he was cursed for what he did. 
· He received the just penalty for his rebellion.

Now, Paul applies that to Jesus. In effect, this is what he does. It is amazing.
· The Scriptural story line is perfectly clear. No one can earn righteousness before God. You cannot live out God’s righteousness perfectly. But since you cannot live it out perfectly, you deserve death and then to be hung on a tree for the remainder of the day as a symbol of your rebellion. This is really bad news. We have a major problem. 

Friends, if you have not trust Christ yourself, please see this storyline. Because here is where Jesus Christ enters the picture. He did nothing worthy of death. He did not commit sin at all. Instead,

1 Peter 2:24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

We have spoken about this great exchange previously. He bore our sins, he was made to be sin on our behalf, and he became a curse for us. Why? Because it was required. No one can perfectly keep the law and obey it.

The story line of Scripture is that we needed a savior. Please notice the words of v. 8 again, “The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.”

From the very beginning, the good news of a future savior was part of the equation. No one earns their righteousness. 
· Jesus took our sin, shame, and punishment so we might be clothed with the righteousness of our savior.
· Praise the Lord for that!

Notice how v. 14 concludes this section. The blessing of Abraham comes in Christ Jesus to the Gentiles (to us) and that blessing is the promise of the Spirit through faith. That is essentially a summary statement of the 5 blessings we discussed earlier. [bring all 5 in one click]
1. You received the Spirit (v. 2)
2. You began (your Christian life) by the Spirit (v. 3)
3. You experienced Christian growth (v. 3)
4. You suffered meaningfully (v. 4)
5. He worked mightily (v. 5)

The blessing of Abraham is ultimately connected to the indwelling Holy Spirit who works mightily in a believer’s life. Our spiritual heritage is Abraham and our spiritual blessing is the active and working Holy Spirit.

I would like to conclude with a few possible applications:
1. Meditate on the wonderful blessings associated with your salvation and the gift of the Spirit and then thank the Lord for them.

Motivation for the Christian life comes first from our love for the one who gave himself for us. He bore our sin, he was made to be sin for us, and he experienced the curse so we could be set free from all of it. 
· Jesus experienced God’s wrath so you wouldn’t have to. 
· Then you received the gift of the Spirit. We will have more to say about this in the coming weeks, but for now there are 5 blessings.
· The more time you tell the Lord (not just think it) that you are thankful, the more inclined you will be to resist temptation and pursue those things that please him.

2. Be compelling as you share your faith. The model described in vv. 1-14 included both our personal experience and the Scripture.

Paul’s argument involved personal experience/testimony and the story line of the Bible. Sharing your faith includes your experience with Jesus, but also the truth of Scripture. Sometimes the argument does not get us very far. Maybe our acquaintance will pat us on the head and tell us that they are glad for us. 
· Maybe they will think more critically about what we have and wonder if the object of their faith is equally good.
· Maybe we will be able to share something from Scripture that will help them see it as truth.

3. Grow in your understanding of how the Bible uses the Bible to show God’s overall master plan.

Behind the scenes of this passage is the reality that Paul’s opponents were using the Bible to justify their teaching. They were compelling because they had Scripture to back it up. However, what we learned is that they were wrong. 
· They misunderstood the Bible because they did not understand the plot line of the Bible. 
· Paul explained their interpretation was wrong because he traced certain ideas and themes through Scripture. The more you can do that, the more discerning you will be too. 
· [FCI certification series, from time to time I teach a class on How the Bible uses the Bible]

4. Be thoughtful about other truth claims and the “cost” associated with it.

Paul used such strong terminology because he saw the danger. The Galatian churches may not have initially realized it, but they were in danger of compromising the gospel itself. I doubt the opponents thought that is what they were doing. I am sure the Mormons I spoke with 35 years ago did not think that they misunderstood Jesus. Yet, the danger and the cost was real.

May the Lord keep us close to Jesus and away from false gospels—even if they try to use the Bible to justify themselves.
































