
 

Enjoying Life in His Name 
Through Pure Worship 

John 2:13-25 
 

3 ways to cultivate genuine/pure worship 

I. Understand That Worshipping God Requires P u r i t y  (vv.13-17) 

A. The c o n t e x t  of Passover in Jerusalem (v.13) 

John 2:13 - The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

B. Jesus’ anger in the temple points us to the p r i o r i t y  of pure worship (vv.14-16) 

John 2:14-16 - And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, 
and the money changers seated at their tables. And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them 
all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables; and to those who were selling the doves He said, “Take 
these things away; stop making My Father’s house a place of business.” 

Zechariah 14:21 - Every cooking pot in Jerusalem and in Judah will be holy to the Lord of hosts; 
and all who sacrifice will come and take of them and boil in them. And there will no longer be a 
Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts in that day. 

C. The Old Testament emphasized and anticipated a future p u r i f i c a t i o n  by the 
Messiah (v.17) 

John 2:17 - His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Your house will consume me.” 

Psalm 69:9a - For zeal for Your house has consumed me… 

II. E m b r a c e  Jesus as the True Temple for Pure Worship (vv.18-22) 

John 1:14 - And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the 
only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

A. The Jews m i s s e d  what the physical temple pointed to (v.18) 

John 2:18 - The Jews then said to Him, “What sign do You show us as your authority for doing 
these things?” 

B. Jesus shows us that His death and resurrection is u l t i m a t e l y  what we need for full 
access to worship God (vv.19-22) 

John 2:19-22 - Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The 
Jews then said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” 
But He was speaking of the temple of His body. So when He was raised from the dead, His 
disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus 
had spoken. 

Colossians 1:19 - For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him. 

John 1:29 - Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

III. E v a l u a t e  the Nature of Your Faith (vv.23-25) 

A. Acknowledging miracles isn’t e n o u g h  for saving faith (v.23) 

John 2:23 - Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in 
His name, observing His signs which He was doing. 

B. Jesus knows whether your faith is g e n u i n e  or not (vv.24-25) 



John 2:24-25 - But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, 
and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in 
man. 


