
 

Enjoying Life in His Name 
Because of the Strength of Eyewitness Testimony 

John 1:35-51 

 

Acts 10:40-43 - God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, not to all the 
people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with 
Him after He arose from the dead. And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify 
that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. Of Him all the 
prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of 
sins. 

3 eyewitness testimonies of the Messiah that strengthen and help us share our faith 

I. The Witness of the Last Old Testament Prophet – John the Baptist (v35-36) 

A. Jesus is the Son of God  

John 1:34 - I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God. 

John 1:15 - John testified about Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’”  

B. Jesus is the Lamb of God 

John 1:29 - The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!” 

John 1:35-36 - Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at 
Jesus as He walked, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”  

Isaiah 53:5-7 - But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. All of 
us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the 
iniquity of us all to fall on Him. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not open His 
mouth; like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He 
did not open His mouth.  

Isaiah 53:11 - As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; by His 
knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will bear their iniquities.  

II. The Early Witness of the Disciples (v37-49) 

A. The testimony of Andrew 

John 1:40 - One of the two who heard John speak and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. He found first his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which 
translated means Christ).  

Psalm 2:1-2 - Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples devising a vain thing? The kings 
of the earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and against His 
Anointed…  

B. The testimony of Simon Peter 

John 1:42 - He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of 
John; you shall be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).  

2 Peter 1:16 - For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.  

C. The testimony of Phillip 



John 1:43-45 - The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He found Philip. And Jesus said 
to him, “Follow Me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets 
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  

Deuteronomy 18:15 - The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, 
from your countrymen, you shall listen to him. 

Deuteronomy 34:10-12 - Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord 
knew face to face, for all the signs and wonders which the Lord sent him to perform in the land of 
Egypt against Pharaoh, all his servants, and all his land, and for all the mighty power and for all the 
great terror which Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.  

D. The testimony of Nathanael  

John 1:46-49 - Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to 
him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus 
answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 
Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.” 

Psalm 2:6-12 - But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain. I will surely 
tell of the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, You are My Son, today I have begotten You. Ask of 
Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Your 
possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like earthenware. Now 
therefore, O kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth. Worship the Lord with 
reverence and rejoice with trembling. Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you 
perish in the way, for His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him! 

III. The Witness of the Son of Man (v50-51) 

A. Angels ascending and descending on Jacob’s ladder 

Genesis 28:11-17 - He came to a certain place and spent the night there, because the sun had 
set; and he took one of the stones of the place and put it under his head, and lay down in that 
place. He had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; 
and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And behold, the Lord stood 
above it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land 
on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants. Your descendants will also be like 
the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east and to the north and to 
the south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I 
will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” Then Jacob awoke from his sleep 
and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” He was afraid and said, “How 
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”  

B. Angels ascending and descending on the Son of man 

John 1:50-51 - Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you that I saw you under the 
fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on 
the Son of Man.”  

John 3:31-36 - He who comes from above is above all, he who is of the earth is from the earth 
and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. What He has seen and heard, 
of that He testifies; and no one receives His testimony. He who has received His testimony has 
set his seal to this, that God is true. For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He 
gives the Spirit without measure. The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand. 
He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but 
the wrath of God abides on him. 


