
 

Enjoying Life in His Name 
Enjoying Life in His Name because the Messiah Is Jesus  

John 1:19-34 

 

3 truths that remind us why believers worship Jesus and unbelievers need to trust Christ for salvation 

I. Because John Is the Prophetic Voice Preparing for the Messiah’s Arrival 

Luke 1:64-66 - And at once his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he began to speak in 
praise of God. Fear came on all those living around them; and all these matters were being talked 
about in all the hill country of Judea. All who heard them kept them in mind, saying, “What then will this 
child turn out to be?” For the hand of the Lord was certainly with him. 

A. John’s identity was not 

1. The Messiah (v. 20) 

John 1:20 - And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 

2. Elijah (v. 21) 

John 1:21 - They asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I am not.”  

Luke 1:15-17 - For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, 
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb. And he will turn many of 
the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God. It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the 
spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the 
disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 

Mark 9:13 - But I say to you that Elijah has indeed come, and they did to him whatever they 
wished, just as it is written of him. 

Matt 11:14 - And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come. 

Matt 17:10-13 - And His disciples asked Him, “Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must 
come first?” And He answered and said, “Elijah is coming and will restore all things, but I say to 
you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they 
wished. So also, the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples understood 
that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist. 

3. The prophet like Moses (v. 21b-22) 

John 1:21b-22 - “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are 
you, so that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?” 

B. John is the promised voice from Isaiah preparing God’s people for the Messiah (v. 23) 

John 1:23 - He said, “I am a voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 
Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet said.” 

II. Because Jesus Is Far Greater than the Prophetic Voice of Isaiah 

John 1:24-25 - Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, and said to him, “Why 
then are you baptizing, if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 

A. John minimizes his baptism (v. 26a) 

John 1:26 - John answered them saying, “I baptize in water …” 

B. John maximizes the priority of the Messiah (vv. 26b-28) 

John 1:26b-28 - …but among you stands One whom you do not know. “It is He who comes after 
me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” These things took place in Bethany 
beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 



III. Because Jesus Is the Only One Who Can Rescue Us from Our Sin and Make Us Alive with 
Christ 

A. Jesus is the Lamb to deal with sin (v. 29) 

John 1:29 - The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!” 

B. Jesus is the One who existed before John (v. 30) 

John 1:30 - This is He on behalf of whom I said, “After me comes a Man who has a higher rank 
than I, for He existed before me.” 

C. God directly identifies Jesus as the Messiah (vv. 31-33a) 

John 1:31- 33 - I did not recognize Him, but so that He might be manifested to Israel, I came 
baptizing in water. John testified saying, “I have seen the Spirit descending as a dove out of 
heaven, and He remained upon Him. I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in 
water said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is 
the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’” 

D. Jesus baptizes with the Holy Spirit (v. 33b) 

John 1:33b - …this is the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit. 

E. Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God (v. 34) 

John 1:34 - I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God. 
 

 
 


