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I want to welcome you all back today as we continue in our theme of Prioritizing the Gospel 
· If you are visiting today because you are in town for the BCTC, I am so very thankful that you have chosen to worship with us here at Faith North and my hope would be that this morning would be a part of your encouragement that would fill you up this week. 
· For all of us who call faith North home, I pray that today will be a day of equipping at we look deeper and deeper at the gospel and its meaning for each one of us.   
· For the gospel is first for us individually, that we would see the power of God for salvation unto everyone who believes and then that the personal nature of the gospel would result in a heart that just cannot keep it to themselves. 
· I hope that each of you is praying and seeking the opportunities to share the gospel with two people this year.   
· For some, that challenge has been easy and they are ready for more.  
· For others of us, it is harder,  
· last week we spoke about one of the challenges that places a barrier, that being a desire to seek the approval of man, and that barrier prevents us from being a servant of Christ. 
· Paul has said in our passage last week. 
Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 
· So it is clear that we need to overcome our fear of others to be a servant of Christ and our personal evangelism is a fundamental part of serving Him 
· Romans 10 asks the question how will they believe in Him in whom they have not heard?  
· Someone has to share Him.   
· And what might stop us from sharing – could it be fear…but this is why we began our memory verse in January 
Romans 1:16–17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 
· I hope this truth is now deep in your heart so that when fear begins to creep in… 
· What comes out is the power of the gospel – and you would choose to share it with the one God has placed in your path. 
· And when we do, we can see the power of the gospel at work. 
· For our study today, we are going to see that impact on the Apostle Paul in how he received the Gospel 
· For through the power of the gospel – in it, the gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed. 
· We may think simply of moral goodness when we think righteousness,  
· But we should also be thinking “right-ness” or the truth of God 
· It is a lot easier to combat fear when we know that what we are speaking about is the truth. 
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· Mark Dever in his 9 Marks book on a Healthy Church says this about evangelism… 
· “Probably the most common objection to evangelism these days is, “Isn’t it wrong to impose our beliefs on others?”” 
· I can understand why some might say that… 
· Dever continues to say that when you understand what the Bible presents as evangelism, you understand that it’s really not a matter of imposing your beliefs.  He is reminding us, the gospel is not our opinion 
· The things we believe as a Christian – they are facts… 
· So when we present the gospel – We are present thet power of God represented in God’s truth  
· When you share the gospel…you are sharing truths 
· Jesus Christ is the Son of God…fact 
· Salvation is by grace alone…fact 
· Everyone of us is born a sinner and hopelessly lost apart from Jesus…fact 
· Just because another person may not accept the facts when they hear, does not make them less the truth. 
· Do we believe…yes…but are they just beliefs…no…facts 
· Evangelism is about bringing the facts of the gospel into our personal conversations to share the truth that we all need to know. 
· We all need to be pointed to those facts  
· Because there is another fact about us as unrighteous sinners – and that is that we suppress the truth, specifically truth that would point to God. 
Romans 1:18–19 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 
· Evangelism is simply bringing to the forefront the truths, the facts, that we would other wise suppress. 
· Because when we are willing to truly consider the facts presented in the gospel, there are only two responses 
· To believe, which changes us forever 
· Or to continue to suppress the truth 
· But even when we do believe, if we are the ones who are being asked to share the gospel, I can understand how sometimes the question may come up, either in our own hearts or from the person we are sharing the gospel with… 
· How do I know…How can I be sure that these are facts? 
· Lot’s of people will tell you stuff and claim it is a fact. 
· Two people on opposite sides of a conflict will both declare what they says as facts and the other person as folse 
· Is there really anyway to know that the gospel is FACT? 
· That is a great question 
· It is essentially the question Paul was addressing in the last part of Galatians Chapter 1  
· So to see how Paul answered that question – please turn with me to Galatians Chapter 1…that will be on page ___ of the bible in your chairs… 
· The proofs that we are going to find come through understanding how Paul received the gospel and specifically from whom Paul received the gospel… 
· Recall 2 weeks ago as Pastor Green described Paul’s journey from being a persecutor of the church, under the authority of men to being transformed to the Apostle of Christ, by the authority of God… 
· As we continue to read today, we will continue to look at Paul as: 
The Most Unlikely Apostle 
· We will see how Paul humbly explains who he was and about God’s work of conversion and Paul’s subsequent actions 
· Paul’s life expresses the truthfulness of the gospel… 
· Please read along with me, as we read the Word of the Lord… 
READ GAL 1:11-24 
· As we consider our passage today, I would like us to see 
4 Ways that Paul’s Life Gives Evidence to the True Gospel of Grace 
· The evidence of the true gospel from Paul’s life is that  
I. Paul’s conversion from Judaism to Christianity demonstrates the genuine gospel is by grace alone (vv.13-16b). 
· The question that Paul is seeking to respond to in this passage is evident from what he says in verses 11-12… 
Galatians 1:11–12 For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
· Anything that Paul would have previously preached, he would have attributed to having been taught by his Rabbi or that he was quoting the High Priest. 
· But he wants us to know the gospel is different 
· The gospel he preaches is not according to man 
· Because he did not receive it from a man, not was he taught it by a man 
· It is different – he received it through a revelation of Jesus 
· Paul starts his argument by reminding us of who he was previously 
A.	Paul was one of the most zealous and serious Jews alive (vv.13-14). 
Galatians 1:13–14 For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it; 14 and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions. 
· And to prove the evidence of the gospel – he starts with the evidence of his zeal for Judaism… 
i. Persecuted the church violently 
· Paul was not ashamed to discuss his prior life because it helped prove the power of the gospel to transform him 
· In his letter to the Philippians  
Phil 3:6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church 
· Paul describes his life as a Jew, where his life was characterized by zeal…the kind of zeal that violently persecuted the church.  He approved of the stoning of Stephen and he sought the letters to authorize him to hunt down the followers of the Way. 
· Paul had seen that as a badge of honor 
· He believed that in defending Judaism it meant he had to crush Christianity 
· For Israel, religion was the highest law and certain sins, certain teachings than contradicted Judaism were worthy of death 
· The claim the Jesus was the Son of God, equal to God Himself, that was seen as blasphemy by the Jews and according toe Leviticus 24:16, the penalty of blasphemy is death 
· So Paul’s zeal for obedience to God as a Jew was evidenced by his persecution of Christians. 
· But not only did he oppose Christianity…he… 
ii.	Sought to destroy the church completely, not just locally 
· When Paul said that he tried to destroy the church, he was not just trying to discredit the message, he wanted to eradicate it,  
· In Jerusalem…it says 
ACTS8:1-2 Delete Slide 15 
Acts 8:3 - But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison. 
· And when the persecution caused Christians to flee Jerusalem,  
· That was not enough for Paul… 
Acts 9:1–2 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, 2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
· Saul’s zeal for the OT and God saw the message of the gospel as blasphemous. That Christians would declare Jesus to be the Son of God was a blasphemy worthy of death. 
· The whole of the Jewish leadership believed this…from the High priest on down… 
· And they were more than willing to support Saul’s request. 
· And because Saul had such a  strong commitment to keeping the law, because he studied and upheld the OT teachings,  
· The Jewish leaders did not just support him 
iii.	He was receiving promotion after promotion 
· Or as our text says, “He was advancing in Judaism beyond many of his contemporaries.” 
· Saul was the picture of success in Jewish circles.  He was on the fast-track and most likely to continue moving up in positions of authority in Judaism 
· In other words, everything was going right for Saul… 
· He had punched all the right tickets 
· He had been given power and authority 
· IN fact his efforts to destroy the church were exceptionally successful 
· So successful that the work was done in Jerusalem and now he had moved on to chase down those who had escaped his hand and gone to other cities. 
· Why would Paul have every wanted to give any of that up? No human reason whatsoever… 
· And even if he did – What could have ever made him turn to Christianity, the very belief that he was working to eliminate. 
· Yet what happens 
B.	Paul’s conversion came while Paul was still succeeding in Judaism and hostile towards Christians (v.15-16b)  
· At the time when Saul was at the height of his power and prestige… 
· Everything changed… 
· How does Paul explains it… 
· Well first he acknowledges that it is not about him or his power… 
i.	Paul was sovereignly chosen before birth to be an apostle to the gentiles (15b, 16b) 
Galatians 1:15 But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb... 16 to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles... 
· The way that Paul describes being set apart from birth is akin to the prophets of the OT…such a Jeremiah 
Jeremiah 1:4–5 Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
· The point is…god has chosen him to be an Apostle, to preach to the Gentiles the true gospel of God’s grace 
· And that had been God’s plan before Paul was born, before he had done enythinmg good or bad 
· If that is true – that is the definition of grace 
· Because it could not be based on any work completed, anything earned or merit by which we might comment ourselves to God… 
· No… 
ii.	Paul was called through God’s grace (15c) 
Galatians 1:15–16 But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was pleased 16 to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles... 
· The word called is used many times and in many books of the NT and most cases are of little more significance than me saysing that I called my daughters into the room. 
· But sometimes – that word “called” holds a much more significant and theological meaning. 
· We might pick up on that in how we might discuss a pastor or missionary being called into ministry… 
· Our churches constitution even uses the term for the process we went through last year in the calling of a new senior pastor” 
· But even there, I am cautious in how I use the word regarding myself because of the deeper meaning that we find regarding Paul… 
For example in Romans or 1 Corinthians 
[1-click for both please] 
Romans 1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
1 Corinthians 1:1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God…delete rest of verse 
· To be called by God is no simple invitation or offer of a job or position 
· The call is an effective call…meaning that it is the command of God to be obeyed and it is the will of God that cannot be resisted 
· So, why did the most active, upcoming, rising Jew, who zealously was killing Christians and seeking to entirely destroy the church of Jesus end up converting to Christianity and being the capital A-apostle to preach the gospel to the Gentiles?  
· It’s not because Jesus invited him.  
· It’s not because he was working hard and his hard work finally paid off. 
· It’s not because Paul applied for the position. 
· It’s because God called him through his grace. 
· That’s powerful… 
· And that is the gospel 
· Not just for Paul, but for all of us 
· Because that is how salvation is also described in the NT 
1 Corinthians 1:23–24 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
· The point is, Paul preaches the gospel of Jesus Christ to everyone,  
· Jews and Gentiles.  
· Everyone is invited to believe in the gospel and be saved.  
· But it is only those who are called by God,  
· who end up believing and seeing the gospel as the power and wisdom of God and put their faith and trust in the gospel for salvation.  
· So let me ask everyone in this room… 
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· Do you know that you have been called by God’s grace to believe in the gospel? 
· Are you certain that God has actually called you to be a Christian and like Paul, at a point in time, you went from being an unbeliever to a genuine believer? You went from being dead in your trespasses and enemy of God, to being alive in Christ Jesus and being a friend of God?  
· Here is an application for today 
· I want to encourage you to make no assumptions, even about me, your pastors of deacons 
· Because we can all look good on the outside, or maybe we can know the right words to say, but do we have a testimony that expresses the truth of God’s calling and his saving grace upon our lives. 
· In 2007, Kevin Roose, an agnostic Ivy league student chose to spend a semester “undercover” at Liberty University to understand Christian culture and he writes a book about his experience – He said that after a few weeks no one asked him about his faith so he simply blended in by doing the right things, going to Bible Study, praying at meals, showing up to church on time.  He said he blended in so well that he was asked to be a prayer leader the next year. 
· What’s the point of that story… 
· As we seek to prioritize the gospel, I hope that we would grow more and more as a church in not assuming the gospel. 
· There are people who are confused and think they are saved – they go to church, they do good things, but they have never truly been confronted with the truth of the gospel 
· So I am asking every one to ask themselves – How do I know that I have been called and that I have repented of my sin of unbelief and looked by faith to Jesus Christ for the grace and forgiveness to be saved? 
· And then I want to encourage every one to not be afraid to ask the person sitting next to you, to not be afraid to ask anyone coming to our church, when and how you were called to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
· You will hear a wide range of testimonies with many amazing stories of God;s grace… 
· But then, you might hear one that never mentions Jesus, the name given by God by which men must be saved…and that may present the opportunity for you to present the truth of the gospel in the compassion and gentleness by which he saved you. 
· Later this spring, it is my intention to hold a series of seminars on Saturday mornings so that we can take the time to not assume the gospel, to learn to clearly articulate the impact of the gospel on our lives and to be better prepared to not assume the gospel, but to share the truth to which we have been called 
· To close out this point 
· What we conclude from Paul is that his very conversion demonstrates that 
Minor change due to wording changes 
Conclusion: The gospel of grace means that intellect, openness to the gospel, upbringing or any other factor related to us can be credited for salvation – Only by God’s grace alone  
· And that is not only true for Paul…it is true for us 
· Paul’s life as a Jew and his conversion to Christianity demonstrate the realoty of the truthfulness of the gospel 
· A second evidence of Paul’s life to the true gospel is that… 
II. Paul’s genuine gospel message of grace came from God and not from being taught by men (vv.16-17) 
· Paul wants to be very clear regarding where and how he learned the gospel 
· And he wants us to know it is not from him or any other man. 
A.	Paul didn’t get any gospel training before being commissioned by God to preach (v.16). 
Galatians 1:16 [when God was pleased] to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood 
· The point is that Paul’s conversion happened on the road to Damascus and did not include any training, seminary, crash courses anything before he was commissioned to preach to the Gentiles 
· DELETE SLIDES 31-35 
· Consider the events described in Acts Ch 9 
· In a flash of light – stunned, Paul heard, Saul, Saul why are you persecuting me? 
· Who are you Lord? 
· I am jesus whom you are persecuting, but get up and enter the city and it will be told to you what you must do? 
· In Damascus – 3 days – he could not see, he did not eat or drink 
· And the Lord sent Ananias - “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
· Paul regained his sight, and he got up and was baptized 
· He took food and was strengthened and immediately while in Damascus he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 
· Paul is converted and commissioned by the risen Christ Himself 
· And what does he do immediately – p[reached that Jesus is the Son of God and proves that Jesus is the promised Messiah 
· The gospel – given directly to Paul by Christ himself 
· Do you think Paul was certain of what he was preaching? 
· He was…notice… 
B. Paul didn’t run his understanding of the gospel by the other apostles before being commissioned by God to preach (v.17). 
Galatians 1:17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus. 
· The fact that Paul began preaching right away shows that the gospel came from Jesus himself and Paul did not fact check with anyone, yet he boldly preaches. 
· He also emphasizes that the other apostles did not give the gospel to him… 
· You might have expected when Paul was converted and commissioned that He would return to HQ for his orders…not so…Paul knew that was of no added value and went right to work 
· So why does this part of Paul life help us to have confidence that the gospel is indeed factually true? 
· Because Paul is not looking for outside confirmation from men 
· And he does not seek to align his message with anyone else 
· He just starts preaching 
· In fact we see that he did not even check in with the leaders in Jerusalem for 3 years 
· Conclusion: You can confidently trust the gospel of grace because it is from God and not men. 
· Let me consider an implication to comes from these truths, even beyond the gospel… 
· The Apostle Paul’s life was powerfully and uniquely used by God 
· Paul was uniquely the Apostle to the Gentiles 
· And he was also used by God as the human author for 13 of the 27 letter of the NT. 
· And in the same easy that Paul’s life and testimony demonstrate the truthfulness of the gospel, given to him directly from God 
· We can also trust that the letters He has written are inspired by God through revelation to Paul so that he might speak to the gospels impact on every area of our lives. 
· Paul’s testimony is a key for us knowing that what we have in the NT is truly the Word of God and not the opinions of men. 
· Paul came back to this same testimony many times to show the authority by which he preached and wrote… 
· Why does this matter? 
· The more you understand Paul’s unique role as an Apostle to the Gentiles, commissioned by the risen, glorified Christs Himself, in a personal encounter on the road to Damascus and how radically this transformed Paul’s life making him one of the top 5 most influence persons in all of history 
· The more confident you will be that when you share the gospel 
· You are indee sharing facts. 
· Truth provided from God himself. 
· And that truth...that gospel of grace through Jesus Christ is the POWER of God!  
· I hope this encourages you toward evangelism,  
· and I hope it encourages you to put more trust in the gospel yourself as the power to help you grow and be transformed more into the image of Christ! 
· I know I have spent the most time on the first 2 pieces of evidence, but I have 2 more that help prove the facts 
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III. Paul’s genuine gospel message of grace matched with the other apostle’s message (vv.18-21) 
· I know, I just spent time proving that Paul’s gospel was not received from man, or taught by men – So why is this evidence? 
· Let’s look at our passage… 
Galatians 1:18–21 Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. 20 (Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before God that I am not lying.) 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 
· There are some who propose that after Paul’s conversion, he went to study for 3 years. 
· In other words – he preached a little, then had to go study before going down to Jerusalem… 
· But Acts 9 gives us a better insight to that time…because while in Damascus… 
Acts 9:22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ. 
· That was just days after his conversion 
· So I have a hard time seeing Paul going off alone just to study 
· He had been commissioned to preach the gospel to the Gentiles and I expect that is just what he did – with an even greater zeal that he had before 
· Then after 3 years – he comes to Jerusalem with the intent of seeing Peter. Hee see Peter, stays with him 15 days, he also sees James the brother of Jesus.  He was not there to take his place among the 12. 
· But what we do know – is that the gospel and the message given directly to Paul matches the gospel of the other apostles, those who had witnessed the risen Christ. 
· Why did it match? 
· Because the teacher was the same person 
· Jesus taught his disciples 
· And Jesus taught Paul 
· That give further confirmation that the gospel is indeed from God because it came from Jesus, the Son of God 
· Conclusion: The gospel taught to the 12 disciples (apostles) of Jesus is the same gospel taught to Paul by the risen, glorified Jesus. 
· That give me great confidence to know that we have two independent sources, unrelated people, in fact ones who were initially opposed to one another…and when they come together 
· The gospel, the message, the facts – all the same 
· In this world it can be hard to find truths that we can get people to agree upon. 
· But praise the Lord – When it comes to the truths that impact where we will spend eternity – those truths are clear and knowable 
· The final piece of evidence that we see in Paul’s life comes in who receives the glory… 
IV.	Paul’s gospel message and his conversion brought glory to God not Paul (v.22-24) 
Galatians 1:22–24 I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which were in Christ; 23 but only, they kept hearing, “He who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they were glorifying God because of me. 
· From the day of Paul’s conversion, his life was centered around one thing. 
· Paul lived for the glory of God alone 
· He did not seek status as the leader in the church or as the headline preacher to take glory and fame for his own. 
· He humbly sought to share the gospel and he would share the stage with anyone who preached the truth and gave the glory to God alone. 
· Recall what I mentioned at the beginning about what might get in our way for sharing, as in the fear of man… 
· Paul has already asked… 
Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 
· Clearly he is not seeking the approval of man 
· Not just because he says so 
· But because he is preaching that the Gentiles do not need to be circumcised 
· He knows he is offending the Jews significantly to a point where they want to run him out of the church 
· Much like he had been trying to do to the Christians before He met the risen Jesus.  
· Paul is not worried about making enemies… 
· He only had one desire…that he shared with the Philippians 
Philippians 1:19–21 for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
· That is a test of our truthfulness 
· Is there alignment between our message and our life 
· To live the gospel in word and in deed 
· Will be demonstrated by how it brings glory to God alone 
· Pul did not make money off his letters – He did not demand large fees for speaking 
· In fact he received far more persecution than blessing from his message,  
· beaten, flogged, stoned, shipwrecked and imprisoned and eventually killed 
· And he did it all for the sake of Christ and His glory 
· And today we look back on Paul’s life and can see God’s mighty hand to use this humble man to transform the world by sharing the truth of the message of the gospel. 
· CONCLUSION: The gospel message is true and it brings glory to God by transforming the world through messengers like Paul AND YOU! 
· I pray that the gospel with the these 4 evidences have a transformative effect on your life 
· That you would believe in the gospel for its power of salvation 
· And that you too would seek to boldly live out and share the gospel with others 
PRAY 

