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In the NASB in v.14 you’ll the word “straightforward.” That’s the Greek word ὀρθοποδέω (ortho podeo). You might be able to tell hearing that word that the prefix “ortho” probably has something to do with straight which is why we go to an orthodontist if we need our teeth straightened. Or why we talk about “orthodox” as straight or right beliefs. 
Well the ὀρθοποδέω refers to straight stepping, or straight walking. So that word is a key word that I’m pulling the title of this message from... “living in step”. 
Then the other key phrase for the title shows up in v.14 as well...”the truth of the gospel.”
The purpose of this section is to help us live in step with the truth of the gospel...and we’re going to see 4 Ways Paul’s Confrontation with Peter helps us live out the gospel

Be confident that the gospel is true and authoritative in all times and all places.
Now where am I getting that from...before I answer that specifically from the text today I want to quickly remind us of the overall argument that Paul has made starting back in 1:11...
The argument from 1:11-2:14:
Paul has started this letter with a quick introduction of himself and greeting and then jumped right into stating that there is only one true gospel and it’s the gospel that he preached to the churches in Galatia when he was there. He argues for the truth the gospel that he preached by asserting and demonstrating through his conversion from Judaism to Christianity and being commissioned to preach the gospel to the Gentiles that...
He received the gospel from Jesus himself and wasn’t taught by any man (1:11-17).
Galatians 1:11–12 For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.
But he doesn’t just state it he demonstrates it with his conversion. He was a really, really diligent Jew who was succeeding in Judaism and was actively persecuting Christians and the church. There was no reason for him to convert to Christianity...the only explanation for his conversion and belief in the gospel is because the risen, glorified Christ showed up to him and saved him and commissioned him as the apostle to bring the gospel to the Gentiles.
Then...
After 3 years of preaching, Paul and Peter meet and are in agreement about the gospel (1:18-21).
Galatians 1:18–19 Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.
Paul didn’t run to the apostles or to Jerusalem to get his gospel checked or signed off on after his conversion. Instead he began preaching the gospel right away. 
And as the account in Acts makes clear, just days to weeks after his conversion he was...
Acts 9:22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ.
So if he’s preaching right away and confounding the Jews by proving that Jesus is the Christ, he almost certainly is preaching the gospel for the 3 years he’s in Arabia. And after those 3 years, he meets with Peter for the first time and Jerusalem and they are in agreement about who Jesus is and what the message of the gospel is.
Then Paul says...
After 14 years Paul and the Apostles in Jerusalem are still in agreement with the gospel of salvation by grace alone apart from works (2:1-10).
Paul had already gone on his first missionary journey of preaching to the Gentiles and establishing churches. And the gospel he was preaching and founding the churches on was salvation by grace alone, with no requirement to do any of the Old Covenant law. The most controversial issue he brings up in 2:3 is circumcision and he makes it clear that it is not required for salvation at all. And to make it clear he doesn’t yield in submission for a moment, when certain people are trying to force Titus to be circumcised. 
That’s really the issue being addressed at the Jerusalem counsel. Is the gospel Paul is preaching to the Gentiles, that doesn’t require circumcision or adherence to the Old Covenant right. Well we read in...
Galatians 2:9 and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.
So the apostles in Jerusalem, and the Jewish Christians in Israel are in agreement that Paul’s gospel is indeed true, it is indeed from God and are in fellowship with him over his mission to the Gentiles.
Well, why bring up this conflict with Peter right after talking about the sweet fellowship and agreement Paul and Peter and the other apostles in Jerusalem had? 
Paul’s rebuke of Peter shows that Paul’s gospel isn’t just endorsed by the Jerusalem Apostles but that it actually stands in authority over them (2:11-14, cf. 1:8-9).
This conflict stands as key proof that Paul’s gospel of salvation by grace alone, is the true gospel from God that carries authority over everyone, everywhere, for all time. 
Paul already stated as much very strongly in chapter 1...
Galatians 1:8–9 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!
So Paul isn’t in authority over the gospel...he’s under the authority of the gospel, the same way Peter and the other apostles are. Why is that? It’s because the gospel message isn’t man’s message. It’s God’s gospel and so when anyone...even an apostle gets out of step with the gospel, they need to be brought back inline with the true gospel from God. 
So the purpose of this section is to help us have strong confidence that the gospel is indeed true and authoritative for all people for all time because it is from God! The more confident you are in that, the more you’ll boldly keep in step with the truth of the gospel and be ready to share that with others!
A second way Paul’s confrontation with Peter helps us live out the gospel is by helping us...
Confront conduct that the genuine gospel condemns (v.11). 
Galatians 2:11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.
Now it’s very important to note that the key issue at stake here and why Paul confronts Peter is because Peter’s conduct was distorting the message of the gospel. Now in one sense all sinful conduct distorts the gospel message. In fact, all sin is going to come from not living out the gospel message. 
· The point is there is lots and lots of conduct that the gospel condemns. 
· But the reason that Paul brings Peter’s conduct of not eating with the Gentile Christians up, is because it is significantly and directly going against the message of salvation by grace alone through faith in Jesus.  
We’ll unpack in just a moment why Peter’s conduct was so wrong...but if his conduct or anyone’s conduct is condemned by the gospel, then any Christian has the authority to confront that conduct because ultimately the gospel is from Jesus and his authority is over everyone. 
1. Because the authority comes from Jesus Christ
That’s why 2 Thes 1:8 says...
2 Thessalonians 1:8 [when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with his angels] dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
This is why Pastor Rob says, “The gospel is not just a message to be believed, it’s a command to be obeyed.” So when you think about the gospel that way, personal evangelism and sharing the gospel is a kind of confrontation with their conduct and way of living that is condemned by the gospel. 
Now, personal evangelism typically is not as fiery as the confrontation between Paul and Peter. But nonetheless, the point is because the gospel is the message of Jesus Christ and he commands all to believe in the gospel, then the authority to confront is not found in ourselves. The authority to confront comes from Jesus Christ. 
· That’s even true for Paul. He may be the apostle to the Gentiles, but he isn’t confronting Peter because he’s a higher-ranking apostle than Peter. 
· He’s confronting Peter’s conduct on the authority of Jesus Christ and the message of the gospel. 
In this next point, we’ll unpack why Paul is so wound up about Peter’s conduct, but one of the things that this section should help us with, is the confidence to confront conduct that is condemned by the gospel. I’m sure that there are many of us who need to grow in our boldness to speak about about conduct that distorts the gospel so hopefully understanding that the authority to speak comes from Jesus himself encourages us to be bold. 
A third way Paul and Peter’s confrontation helps us live out the gospel is by encouraging us to...
Avoid conduct that confuses the true gospel (vv.12-13)
So if we understand that we have authority to confront conduct that is condemned by the gospel, that should encourage us to avoid that kind of conduct that would invite being confronted about being out of step with the truth of the gospel! 
Paul explains what the issue was in vv.12-13...
Galatians 2:12–13 For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision. 13 The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.
So what’s going on.
The issue has to do with the Old Covenant purity and cleanliness laws that the Jews were commanded to keep in the Old Testament. The purpose of those laws was to draw a distinction between the holiness of God and his people, who are called to be holy and those who do not follow God. 
These purity and cleanliness laws for Jews were so ingrained in every part of their life that it’s hard for us to imagine the enormous shift that happens when Jesus Christ brings the new covenant into effect with his death, burial and resurrection. 
For example, for Jews keeping the covenantal purity and cleanliness laws, it would impact everything from their diet, to how they handled sickness and bodily discharges, to who they could eat with and fellowship with, and even to who clothes were made by not mixing different fibers together in one garment. 
The point is when these things were done away with in the new covenant, dropping them as a Jew who had practiced them their whole life up to that point, would have been a seismic change in their life! 
And yet, Peter had dropped them. He had come to see and acknowledge the freedom he had in Jesus Christ to no longer live as a Jew...meaning, he no longer followed the Old Testament laws that distinguished the covenant community before Jesus inaugurated the new covenant.  
· We know he dropped them because the text says, “Peter was eating with the Gentiles.” 
· Jews wouldn’t have eaten with Gentiles weather they were God fearing or not, unless they purified themselves according to the Old Testament laws including circumcision and all the other purity and cleanliness laws.
But here we see Peter is eating with the Gentiles...
How did Peter come to see the freedom he had in Christ to “live like a Gentile” as v.14 says...which essentially means, he didn’t have to follow the Old Testament food, cleanliness, purity laws anymore. So how did Peter come to understand his freedom? 
We learn about how in Acts 10...we don’t have time to read the whole thing but the short answer is, Peter came to understand the freedom in Christ because Jesus gave Peter a vision and he saw Jesus fully included the Gentiles into the people of God apart from circumcision or any Old Covenant purity law.
Acts 10:9–20 On the next day, as they were on their way and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 But he became hungry and was desiring to eat; but while they were making preparations, he fell into a trance; 11 and he saw the sky opened up, and an object like a great sheet coming down, lowered by four corners to the ground, 12 and there were in it all kinds of four-footed animals and crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the air. 13 A voice came to him, “Get up, Peter, kill and eat!” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.” 15 Again a voice came to him a second time, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.” 16 This happened three times, and immediately the object was taken up into the sky. 17 Now while Peter was greatly perplexed in mind as to what the vision which he had seen might be, behold, the men who had been sent by Cornelius, having asked directions for Simon’s house, appeared at the gate; 18 and calling out, they were asking whether Simon, who was also called Peter, was staying there. 19 While Peter was reflecting on the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are looking for you. 20 But get up, go downstairs and accompany them without misgivings, for I have sent them Myself.”
Acts 10:25–28 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, and fell at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But Peter raised him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am just a man.” 27 As he talked with him, he entered and found many people assembled. 28 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has shown me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean.
Acts 10:34–35 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him.
Acts 10:44–48 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message. 45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered, 47 “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?” 48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.
That is the decisive point where Jesus made it perfectly clear that the Old Covenant purity laws that separated Jew from Gentile were done. The only thing that made someone clean or unclean now, was whether or not trusted in the gospel of Jesus Christ.
So when Peter drew back and stopped eating with the Gentiles and was afraid of the men that came from James, Peter was going against the vision that Jesus had given him earlier. He was going against what he argued for before the Apostles in Acts 11 and even at the counsel of Jerusalem that Paul just gave a synopsis of earlier in Galatians 2...Peter was the chosen person and Apostle to open the door first for the Gentiles being fully included in salvation and the people of God without having to obey any of the Old Covenant Jewish laws. 
So the reason Peter’s conduct confuses the gospel is because it turns the clock back to the Old Covenant...it turns things back to before Jesus’ death burial and resurrection. It goes against the good news that Jesus Christ brought and goes back to the Old Covenant stipulations that were fulfilled by Jesus Christ and done away with in the New Covenant. So Gentiles who are saved and full members in Christ, brothers and sisters in the faith that Peter was eating with, now because of fear of the opinion of Jewish people coming from James, Peter draws back and stops eating with the Gentiles...
Now, I doubt any of us are excluding someone based on any of the Old Covenant purity, cleanliness laws. So how do we need to be on guard against conduct that confuses the gospel? 
1. By guarding against the fear of man 
As I mentioned before, Peter knew the Gentiles were fully included but it’s because of the fear of people that he changes his behavior to being out of step with truth of the gospel.
· We don’t know if he was afraid of them being violent with them.
· We don’t know if he was afraid of them just mocking him and him looking foolish.
· We don’t know exactly, but we know that he feared them because the text says so...
This is why Paul warned against the fear of man in chapter 1...
Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.
The fear of man produces all kinds of gospel confusing conduct. What are some? 
Well, one of them has to do with how quick we are to “confront” problems or issues and condemn others, but rarely face-to-face as Paul does with Peter. 
· The fear of man often leads people to avoid the discomfort and awkwardness of addressing issues face to face with people and instead turns into comments online or comments to other people behind their back. 
· The gospel is about the amazing love of God in Christ Jesus giving himself up to deliver us from sin.
· When we participate in gossiping behind people’s back or confronting things online without ever directly speaking to the person, we are not communicating the good news of God’s love for us in Jesus Christ. 
Along the same lines as confronting issues, the fear of man also leads people to never weigh in on anything. 
· We justify our decision to never speak up to anyone about anything by saying, 
· “Well, that’s not really my place.” 
· “It’s their life, not mine.” 
· While it’s definitely true that God hasn’t called us to be the gospel police, where we are just looking to find something to confront, we should also be willing to love others enough to point out conduct that is inconsistent with the gospel because we love them. 
· Love doesn’t watch someone walk contrary to the truth and stay silent. 
· That’s true whether the person is a believer or even if the person doesn’t know Christ.
Another area where we have to be on guard against the fear of man is on the cancel culture topics of the day. 
· The truth of God creating us male and female is so basic and that is a key part of the gospel message, because in Genesis 1 God said he made them, male and female, in his image he created them. 
· Weighing in on that topic can carry a lot of animosity, persecution and perhaps even violence. 
· I’m not saying you have to start an internet campaign on the subject, but the issue is coming up more and more in our daily lives whether it’s with co-workers or family members you name it. 
· Don’t let the fear of man keep you from living in step with the gospel. 
Part of living in step with truth of the gospel is understanding that Christ has commanded his followers to make disciples:
Matthew 28:19–20 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
To not share the good news of the gospel because you’re afraid is to have conduct that confuses the gospel...
· Why is that? Because it sends the message that the gospel isn’t something that everyone needs to obey and believe in.
Another way the fear of man produces conduct that confuses the gospel, is by us being afraid to fail, not measure up or really acknowledged that we are a sinner saved by grace.
· What do I mean by that? 
· Well, we all know how many stories there are now days of ministry leaders who did really great things, and published books and built big ministries and then something was found out about their personal lives. 
· We all understand the fear of admitting we need help, owning up to problems in our life...we all get that. 
· But when we choose to put on a face like we are fine and cover up that we really are having an struggles or issues in our life, inevitably we communicate 2 things...
· 1 – we communicate that we aren’t that bad and don’t need that much help. Well that confuses the gospel...
· The gospel is the good news of SALVATION...it’s not the good news of a helping hand...
· Tim Keller in his commentary on Galatians said, “If someone is drowning you don’t throw them a manual on how to swim, you throw them a rope.” 
· I think too many people by not being willing to be honest with what’s going on in their life and get help, they are communicating that salvation is really for people that can read the manual and figure it out...false! 
· 2 – a thing putting a mask on communicates is down the road when the garbage inevitably comes out, it communicates that the gospel isn’t really powerful.
· It communicates what I’m sure we’ve heard for a long time, or maybe even you still think...Christians are just hypocrites...
God has delivered us from the fear of man through Jesus Christ so that we would be his servant! But you cannot serve Christ while seeking the approval of people...
One reason that we just touched on for why we need to guard against the fear of man is because...
Because it’s hypocritical and can lead others into hypocrisy 
We see that Peter’s actions didn’t just affect him. Peter’s actions influenced others to follow in his hypocrisy and the text says, “even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.” 
· The point is, Barnabas was Paul’s right-hand man with Paul on his missionary journeys. Barnabas was a very mature, very strong believer. Even Barnabas was tripped up and fell into sin. 
The warning is quite strong to us. We need to be very careful about our conduct because if we fall into the fear of man and then hypocrisy, we can influence others to follow in that same sin. 
I want you to think about the accusation that I just mentioned that is levied against Christians a lot... “Christians are just hypocrites.” 
· Sadly, there is quite a bit of truth to that...why? Why does hypocrisy seem to be such a plague amongst Christians? 
· There are a number of answers to that question...but one of them is if we are covering up sin in our own life and not seeking help and prayer and the help of brothers and sisters, then we are modeling that we are good and we don’t really need help.
· Now of course we all know that you can’t come out and say, “I don’t have sin and I don’t struggle with anything.” That would never fly in church...So instead we learn how to communicate the socially acceptable sins...we learn how to communicate that we are struggling, but it’s not what we really are needing help with. 
· And so even if no one “knows” for sure you’re a hypocrite, because nothings been found out yet, inevitably the very path of giving into the fear of man, and being afraid of not measuring up or being rejected if I genuinely share what’s going on in my heart, that models the pathway of hypocrisy and others follow suit. 
The only way to not fall into hypocrisy is if we really kill the fear of man.
Galatians 1:10 is probably a verse that’s going to come up a bunch in our study...
Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.
Another area of conduct we have to guard against that confuses the gospel is...
Legalism (2:14)
Paul told Peter...
Galatians 2:14  ... “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?
The word compel in the ESV is translated as force. It’s a strong word. Just imagine what a possible defense Peter could have given to that accusation...
· Peter could have responded and said, “How did I force anyone? I didn’t force anyone to do anything. I didn’t tell the Gentiles they have to live like Jews?” 
Paul probably would have responded to that saying, “Your actions speak louder than words.” 
· Separating yourself and not having fellowship with the Gentiles anymore and taking Barnabas and others with you communicates pretty loudly that if you want to be fully included you must follow the Jewish purity and cleanliness laws...
I wonder if there might be similar accusations that could be made of us today...not that we would be telling people you have to do something other than believe in Jesus for salvation, but by our actions we communicate louder than what our words or doctrine would say. 
Since Peter’s hypocrisy and legalism were connected let me connect ours...
· One unspoken but often acted out stipulations of being fully included into the family of God is that you can’t sin too badly...there are sins that exclude you which is why I can’t let anyone know that I’m not measuring up...
· If that’s where you find yourself...too afraid because if I confess and share I won’t measure up...that’s the mindset and mentality of legalism...I have to measure up.
The gospel of grace frees you from that...when you come face to face with Jesus Christ on the cross, you come face to face with the reality and weight of your sin. It is a crushing weight. It is overwhelming, were it not for the forgiveness and grace of Christ. 
· As Tim Keller was famous for saying, “The gospel communicates that your are more sinful and deeply flawed that you ever could have possibly known, but you are more loved and accepted than you ever dared was possible.” 
· When you see that gospel...I mean really see it and believe it by faith, that kills the root of legalism and hypocrisy and the fear of man. 
A fourth way this passage helps us live out the truth of the gospel is by encouraging us to...
Compel conduct that is consistent with freedom we have in Christ (v.14)
Fear of man, hypocrisy and legalism is doing the opposite. It’s compelling people to live out of step with the truth of the gospel. 
Let’s not follow Peter’s example here...
Galatians 2:14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?
The word “gospel” means good news. Living in step with the gospel is good. And the lives of people that believe the good news should be demonstrating that the living in step with the gospel is attractive! 
Paul address bondservants in Titus saying...
Titus 2:9–10 Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good faith so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.
The point is our conduct should be making the doctrine of God our savior look attractive! 
· This doesn’t mean we are trying to make God look better than he is...we don’t have to be embarrassed or change anything about the gospel and Scripture. God is glorious! He is beautiful!
· The gospel is the most wonderful and blessed news that has ever told anywhere!
· In heaven we will sing of the gospel forever! 
In Revelation 5, which is scene in heaven all the elders and angels and living creatures sing, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain!” 
That’s the gospel...we will sing of the good news of being saved by grace, by the blood of the Lamb forever more!
I pray that our lives on this earth would adorn good news to our brothers and sisters. Lord knows we need to be encouraged by one another to delight in the gospel and to not fall out of step with the gospel like Peter did there...oh there is grace! Great grace for failures even like Peter. 
· But we need the encouragement from other brothers and sisters whose lives show the beauty of the good news of Jesus Christ in their speech and conduct and thanksgiving that flows from them, and their service to others and desire to share the good news! 
· We need that! 
Lord knows that the lost need to see the gospel on display. Sour, depressed, anxious Christians are a lousy advertisement the good news! That kind of emotional tenure is out of step with the gospel...we need help to have the joy of the Lord as our strength, which is ours in Christ Jesus! 
If you’ve been freed from enslavement to your sin, and you’ve been freed from the condemnation and punishment of your sin, and you’ve been freed from having to try and earn your salvation and measure up, which we have if we are in Christ, then we should be very joyous people! 
Joy is definitely a characteristic that will go a long way in helping in our efforts of personal evangelism this year...
Let’s pray that the Lord would help us.
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