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Intro
· *transition from By Faith… 
· Like Paul to the Galatians, we’re Prioritizing the Gospel this year
· Please turn to Galatians 2:15-21 as we continue our walk through the book
· Last week, Pastor Aaron went over the passage where Paul recounts confronting Peter
· Peter was eating with the Gentiles while his Jewish buddies weren’t around
· But as soon as they roll into town, he separates himself and starts to do Jewish ritual stuff again
· This has the effect of demonstrating to the Gentiles that if they really desire to follow Jesus, they, too, need to practice Jewish ritual 
· Paul calls him out in front of everyone… 
· Galatians 2:14 – But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews? 
· Here’s where we run into some struggle with interpreting the text
· If you have an NASB or NIV in front of you, then our passage for today (starting in v 15) begins with a quotation indicator, showing that Paul’s still directly talking to Peter
· If you have most other versions, then then quotation ends in v 14
· Why would there not be a consensus here among the interpretations of Scripture?
· Because there’s rarely an indicator for a direct quotation in the original Greek text, and when there is, it’s typically in a narrative (like the 4 Gospels) and only to open a quotation 
· So today, our passage is possibly a continued quotation of where we left off last week, but it’s definitely an explanation of why Paul confronted Peter
· We get the argument that led to him confronting his fellow apostle, and it produces some incredibly theologically rich material 
· Please follow along as I read our passage… (Dying to Death) 
· Laying Our Deadly Doing Down
Text
· Galatians 2:15-21 – 15 “We are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles; 16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 17 But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be! 18 For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 19 For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.”
· Dying to Death [alternative title] 
· ((*possibly zone rouge from WWI – deadly to build upon it, like the gospel))
· The true gospel shows three realities we must embrace to avoid deadly error
· (everyone’s need | problem | solution)
I. Everyone’s Need – Justification 
· Our passage begins with the key point of his argument: justification is solely based on faith in Jesus…
· Galatians 2:15-16 – We are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles; nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.
· First off, is Paul undermining his argument in the first statement (we are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles…)?
· If anything, he’s strengthening his argument with that opening line
· Because there was a very prominent distinction in that time between Jew and Gentile 
· A. The “moral/religious” (Jews)
· Paul even calls it an “advantage” in Romans 3
· Jews had been chosen by God, given the law, redeemed from captivity (a bunch of times); they’d been given the promises, and the Messiah even came from among the Jews
· Nevertheless, he’ll conclude later in Romans + in chapter 3 of Galatians that there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile
· B. The “immoral/sinner” (Gentiles)
· In opening this argument by claiming the title of Jew, he’s effectively taking the strength out of any counter-argument
· It’s as if he’s saying: “if anyone would have an advantage regarding earning one’s right-standing before God, it would be US!”
· But when it comes to justification, it doesn’t matter what group you’re a part of, how good you think you are, or anything other than the gospel
· So what does it mean to be justified?
· According to Timothy George, who wrote a commentary on the Book of Galatians, 
· “Justification is the declaration that somebody is in the right… Justification should not be confused with forgiveness, which is the fruit of justification, nor with atonement, which is the basis of justification. Rather it is the favorable verdict of God, the righteous Judge, that one who formerly stood condemned has now been granted a new status at the bar of divine justice.” – Timothy George, Galatians (NAC), 191–192.
· (*explain)
· Based on this understanding, Are you right before God?
· And let me ask an equally important question: has there ever been a time in your life where you realized you were NOT right with Him?
· One of the lines of thinking Paul is trying to eradicate from this false gospel that even Peter has found himself caught up in, is the notion that we bring any righteousness of our own to God
· Unless we come to the opposite conclusion, there is no justification for us
· Jesus gives us this illustration when speaking to His disciples… in other words, those who would claim to follow Him!
· Luke 18:9-14a – And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other…”
· Justification requires a prior guilty verdict—because you can’t be justified if you were never condemned
· God has already rendered a guilty verdict on everyone who has (1) lived and (2) sinned
· Who falls into that category?
· All but One – and it’s no you…
· Our passage for today, and Jesus’s example in Luke 18, make it clear that unless someone (1) acknowledges this guilty verdict and (2) pleads for God’s mercy—they will not receive justification 
· That’s where faith comes in—but we’ll talk about that in a bit
· First, we have a problem that extends beyond our baseline guilty verdict
· In fact, it’s an outworking of our fallen state… 
II. Everyone’s Problem – Bent Towards a Self-focused Self-justification
· You and I desperately want to justify ourselves
· We do this when we act right (“look how good I am; worthy of acceptance”), and we this when we act wrong (“look how bad I am; unworthy of acceptance”)
· Though opposite, what do each of these statements have in common?
· Our acceptance is based upon our performance…
· Galatians 2:17-19 – But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be! For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor. For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God.
· If you’ve acknowledged your sin and placed your faith in Jesus, then (according to this passage) you’ve died to that which is dead
· You’ve died to sin, you’ve died to the false pretense that our performance can earn merit with God, and as Paul will mention in the next passage, you’re identity apart from Jesus has died as well
· Peter had stumbled back into old, dead ways – just like you and I tend to do
· Peter was effectually calling fellowship with Gentiles unclean through his decision to stop eating with them
· Do you remember the first time Peter had pigs in a blanket?
· Acts 10:9-16 – On the next day, as they were on their way and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. But he became hungry and was desiring to eat; but while they were making preparations, he fell into a trance; and he saw the sky opened up, and an object like a great sheet coming down, lowered by four corners to the ground, and there were in it all kinds of four-footed animals and crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the air. A voice came to him, “Get up, Peter, kill and eat!” But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.” Again a voice came to him a second time, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.” This happened three times, and immediately the object was taken up into the sky.
· What’s going on here? (*explain—preparing Peter to minister to Gentiles)
· How could Paul accuse Peter of sin?
· Because God had miraculously reminded Peter 3 times prior to his stay in Antioch that he must not call that which He has made clean, defiled
· Why do you suppose God needed to show Peter his sin in such a dramatic way?
· Because just like Peter, you and I have a tendency to repeat the same error, time and time again
· Our passage says it like this in v18: for if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor…
· What had Peter “destroyed”? (*seeing the Gentiles as unclean)
· What was he rebuilding? (his trust in Jewish laws of cleanliness)
· But Paul frames it in even greater terms – he doesn’t just say Peter was sinning, he claims that through this very act, he was seeking justification through the Law!
· That’s why he says in v 19 – for through the Law, I died to the Law, so that I might live to God…
· Here we see our two tendencies: both involve rebuilding that which is dead
· (1) When Christ made us alive, we died to that which necessitated our justification (i.e., our sin)
· (2) When Christ made us alive, we died to that which negated our justification (i.e., our works) (*explain more? Remember Jesus’s example) 
· Like Peter, since you and I continually struggle with resurrecting BOTH (sin & self-justifying works), the life of the Christian can be described as “dying to death”
· We’re trying to kill in us, what has been crucified with Christ
· But let’s not leave Peter on the hot seat
· We know his struggles – they’re recorded in the eternal Word of God!
· What about your own struggles?
· What did Jesus kill on the cross, that you try to resurrect? (*sin) 
· Let me phrase it another way: if God were to give you your own “pigs in a blanket” sign, exposing your sin-tendency, what would it be?
· And what did you kill (self-justifying works) in order to receive Jesus’s justification, that you still attempt to resurrect?
· Here’s the test for that: if I’m doing well in this area, I feel close to God; if I’m doing poorly in this area, I feel distant from Him
· Chances are, that’s a sign that you’ve been seeking to rebuild your own “Law” you once destroyed
· On your handout, I want you to draw two things:
· Sin: ___________________
· Works: _____________________
· For Peter, we could put, “sin: pride of adding Law to the gospel (*hindrance to others (“gone fishing” as well)) | works: working to be ‘clean’” (*perhaps you do this too?)
· Here’s my challenge to you: before the end of the day, fill in the blank for both of them – not for Peter, but for you
· If you’re like me, you could go on and on for both categories, so let’s just pick the top contenders 
· Pray about it and even seek counsel if you need to—especially if you’re not able to fill in the blank right away
· I’ll explain why I’m asking you to do this towards the end
· But by way of reminder, we each have a need: we’re guilty from birth and require justification
· We each have a dual problem: our sin rendered us guilty, and our self-justifying works prevented us from receiving justification
· And any attempt we could possibly make to come out of this death spiral would only further contribute to self-justification and sin! 
· Is there anyone who will pull us out of our continual cycle of self-justification? 
· Who will rescue us from this body of death?
· Praise be to God for… 
III. Everyone’s Solution – Justification through Faith in Christ
· There is One who is not hindered by sin (because He Himself is sinless), and One who’s works actually justify – not just Himself, but all who believe… 
· Galatians 2:20-21 – I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.”
· The historic entrance to Mammoth Cave in Kentucky is impressive, but not too dissimilar to most other cave entrances [Mammoth Cave Entrance + Mammoth Cave 1—6] 
· You come across it, and think: man, this is pretty massive
· But then you step in and start walking, it keeps going and going and going, and each feature seems more awe-inspiring and distinct from the last
· And with over 400 discovered miles of cavern, it seems to be inexhaustible with what can be known about it, and experts believe there’s still hundreds of undiscovered miles
· So it is with a passage like Galatians 2:20 [please reinsert the Galatians 2:20-21 passage here]
· You come across it and start making your way in
· And the implications go deeper and deeper the longer you spend in it, and the beauty keeps growing and growing
· There’s an imposing feeling about it, like you’ll never be able to discover all there is to know about it – at least, not on this side of Revelation
· If you’re a Christian, what does it mean that you’ve been “crucified with Christ”?
· It doesn’t mean you contributed at all to His work on the cross – Paul has been countering that argument leading up to this climax
· He’s also not equating us to one of the thieves that were crucified with Jesus on either side – it’s much closer than that
· We weren’t crucified alongside Christ – we were crucified with Christ – there’s something immensely intimate about this
· His death has become our death, and therefore, His resurrection has become our resurrection
· To be crucified with Christ means our identity is fixed solely in Him
· You and I don’t live anymore because we’ve died with Him
· Imagine all the application this has for us today!!
· If you’re a Christian, replace my name with yours as I walk through this cavern of Galatians 2:20 – one of countless that we could take… 
· The old Stefan – the one that was in need of justification – was put up on that Cross with Jesus 
· When Christ breathed His last, the old Stefan breathed his last
· When Jesus was put in the tomb, the old Stefan was buried as well
· And when Jesus came up from the grave three days later, guess what happened??
· A new Stefan was born – but this one was dead to death, because he had died with Christ 
· And not only that, this new Stefan has Christ living in Him, because he was raised up with Christ
· But even though I died and no longer live, there’s a life I now live in the flesh (according to the middle of v 20)!
· This life is described as one of faith…
· Brothers and sisters – faith is not a one-time act
· It is a one-time act for justification, just as Christ didn’t die on the cross more than once
· A. God’s perspective toward the believer—by faith the believer is viewed in all ways as the Father views the Son
· So a person is totally justified the instant they place their faith in Christ’s death on the cross, believing it to be sufficient to wipe away their guilty verdict
· In an instant, they died with Christ, were buried with Him, and were raised to new life! 
· This is why we practice believer’s baptism – it’s an outward sign of Galatians 2:20!
· But once we’re raised to new life, the life we live is one of faith
· John Calvin said it this way…
· “It is faith alone that justifies, but the faith that justifies is not alone.” – John Calvin, Ioannis Calvini Opera Quae Supersunt Omnia, 8:488. 
·  Faith in Jesus is required daily for the Christian
· The implications of this are also utterly mammoth – especially within the context of the overarching argument of the passage
· What happens if my focus on Christ’s sacrifice on the cross fades?
· My own self-reliance grows, which is a killer to faith
· This leads me down my death-spiral of works and sin, as I plummet further away from Jesus
· I crawl back into the tomb where I was buried with Jesus and practice CPR on the old Stefan that was crucified with Him!! (*get up! Get up! Get up!)
· It’s only when I remember that I died to death, and there’s no way of making the old Stefan alive once more, that my faith comes back to life
· B. The new believer’s perspective for living life
· Ironically, I must remember my total inability to justify myself in order to live a full life of faith!
· And why did Jesus go to the cross?
· i. God loved me first, has accepted me in Christ, given me the “rights standing” so that I can be in a relationship with Him
· Galatians 2:20 says it’s because God loved me
· That was the driving motivator for the cross in the first place!!
· How much time could we spend here?
· We’d get blissfully lost in the endless caverns of God’s love – especially as it was displayed on the cross
· ii. I love and live for Him in Return 
Conclusion
· Why did I have you write your sin and works on your bulletin?
· Because if you’re in Jesus, that’s the old you that’s dead and buried
· Every time you return to those, I want you to visualize yourself breaking into the tomb and trying to resuscitate that which was crucified with Christ 
· And we all do it! You, Peter, and I are no exceptions 
· That’s why the life of the Christian can be described as one of “dying to death”—killing our tendency to run back to the grave 
· What’s the alternative?
· There’s only One who is able to raise the dead, and no one’s the same when He does
· Live the loving life of faith in Jesus
· Your sin is dead and your works are dead – they were killed with Christ!
· Ephesians 2:4-7 – But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
**PRAY**
