Prioritizing the Gospel
Living In Step With the Truth of the Gospel
Galatians 2:11-14

Please turn with me to Galatians 2:11-14. Our theme for this year is Prioritizing the Gospel

We’ve titled this sermon Living in Step with the Truth of the Gospel. Let’s take the time to read the passage set before us for today – this is the Word of God.

(read)

4 ways Paul’s confrontation with Peter helps us live out the gospel
I. Be Confident That the Gospel Is True and Authoritative In All Times and All Places
Perhaps it would help to paint a picture of what’s going on. I want you to remember what the primary problem was:
The Apostle Paul is defending Justification by Faith Alone by the Judaizers who are undermining his teaching to the Galatian churches. 
So God used Paul to write 6 chapters defending and explaining Justification by Faith alone. 
The reason why we say the “alone” part is because what we are emphasizing is precisely what Paul defended – that is, that salvation is by grace through faith plus nothing! 
I want to read a quote by the late Pastor Voddie Baucham. He recently went home to be with the Lord. 
In his sermon “What is the Gospel?” said this:
“All the Gospel requires is repentance and faith – that’s it – nothing else. I pause there intentionally because some of you are really uncomfortable right now, because you’re going, “well, what about obedience?” That’s not what the Gospel requires, it’s what the Gospel produces!  If the Gospel were to require obedience from us, then that would mean that we can be obedient apart from the person and work of Christ, and Jesus died for nothing. The Gospel produces obedience in us – joyful obedience. If we get these things mixed up, that’s where we end up in legalism and moralism and works righteousness.” – Voddie Bauchem, “What is The Gospel?”
Faith church, every human religion on the planet teaches a salvation by human achievement! 
“God, what can I do, to receive salvation.” And God says through the pen of the Apostle Paul, “There’s nothing you can do or don’t do to make you right with God!” 
If you want the blessing of eternal life that Abraham received by faith, all that is required of you is that you simply repent of your sins and believe in Christ by faith alone – that’s all the Gospel requires! 
The false teachers were saying “there has to be more than this”
So false teaching had crept into Judaism and it corrupted the whole system. And when Jesus came, he affectively challenged the entire system of works righteousness. 
Judaism today believes in salvation by works. Their rabbinical writings expressly teach this. 
You will not find this teaching in the OT anywhere. 
At one point in her history, the Gospel was safe guarded by the Catholic Church – that is, until false teaching crept in and corrupted it, and it took God to give rise to the Protestant Reformation tear the whole system down!
Throughout church history, the Gospel has always been threatened and attacked. False teaching is always so very subtle. 
Now you know why Paul is making his defense of the Gospel: because eternal life is at stake! 
Over time, false teaching was taking root and the Gospel was being compromised, the degree to which even the Apostle Peter and Barnabus were compromising the very Gospel as well. 
I highlight this to point out that Gospel drift takes time. It never suddenly happen – it never occurs in a vacuum. 
Throughout the course of this sermon, I will remind you what had happened and the spark that gave rise to the occasion for the Apostle Paul to write such a stern letter to the Galatian church. 
In the meantime, I want you to remember Paul’s argument from…
A. The argument from 1:11-2:14
1. He received the gospel from Jesus Himself and wasn’t taught by any man (1:11-17)
Galatians 1:11-12 “For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.”
In other words:

· The Gospel Paul preached didn’t come through the writings of the rabbinical teachers of his day. 
· The Gospel he preached wasn’t given to him by the Apostles themselves.
Paul’s message bore the stamp of divine authority and special revelation. 
· Divine Authority. It came from God Himself
· Special Revelation. God’s Word addressed to specific people, including the words of the Bible.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 1524. ] 

2. After 3 years of preaching, Paul and Peter meet and are in agreement about the gospel (1:18-21)
The fact that Peter and Paul are in agreement early on is important. 
· Both are apostles
· Both were taught by Christ
· Both believed in salvation by grace plus nothing else. 
Let’s keep walking through the text because what you are seeing in verses 11-17 is Paul pointing out that his revelation was independent of any human teaching. 
He went on to explain his former way of life, how he persecuted followers of Christ. In other words, nothing in Paul’s life predisposed him to the Gospel. 
Then after he was saved, he receives a revelation by Jesus Christ in which Christ gave to him specific instruction. 
Imagine going away to seminary to receive instruction for three years. Your instructor: Jesus Christ! 
Now, notice what Paul said in verses 18-19. 
Galatians 1:18-19 “Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days. But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.”
I want to highlight some things here
· Paul was already an apostle before going to Jerusalem
· Paul had already been taught by Jesus long before meeting any of the Apostles
When he finally met with an Peter, it was with Peter for 15 days. Follow me for a moment
· If there were any red flags with Paul’s message, it would have been during those fifteen days. But there were no red flags. 

· There’s no way Paul could have learned everything he needed to learn about the Gospel in those 15 days! 

· Jesus taught his disciples 3 years, preparing them for ministry. It was no different with the Apostle Paul. 

· At some point he met with up James (v. 19), the half-brother of Jesus. If you know anything about James, he was the head of the Jerusalem Council and the Jerusalem church - kind of a big deal![footnoteRef:2] (Acts 12) [2:  Acts 12:17, 15:13-21, 21:18; Galatians 2:9, 12. James was called a “piller” of the church.] 

Do you see the point? No red flags or issues with the Apostle Paul. You see, he only went up there as  to get acquainted, nothing more. 
But other than that, no one could say to the Apostle that he received his message from man. 
Then…
3. After 14 years, Paul and the apostles in Jerusalem are still in agreement with the gospel of salvation by grace alone apart from works (2:1-10)
At this point, the Gospel is being safeguarded. No red flags. 
In Acts 15, there was a challenge to Justification by Faith alone – here is how it reads: 
Acts 15:1-5 “Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue. 5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses.”
So as you can see, this was a serious challenge to the early church believers in Christ, especially Gentile believers! 
So guess what the Apostle does, we learn in Galatians 2 that Paul brought with him a young uncircumcised Gentile convert named Titus to the Jerusalem council as a test case. 
In other words, what about this man?

· Titus was saved apart from the works of the law. 

· Titus was not circumcised. 

The very fact that an uncircumcised Gentile convert to Christ could be saved was a serious challenge to these false teachers! 

· The issue was not circumcision for Jewish believers, but circumcision for Gentile believers. 

To put it simply: do Gentile believers in Christ need to be circumcised in order to be saved? And the answer was a unanimous no!

So what’s the conclusion: The Jerusalem church came alongside the Apostle Paul and defended the truth of the Gospel

Again, they were all in agreement! That is what living in step with the Gospel looks like, especially over the weightier matters of doctrine and teaching!

Now, as a result of what had transpired in Acts 15, note what Paul said in verse 9: 

Galatians 2:9 “…and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.”
In other words,
· Paul’s Gospel was complete
· Nothing new was added or subtracted
· No defect in Paul’s teaching
And that is why Paul’s rebuke of Peter was so severe. Because after all this time had wherein there was agreement, it was crystal clear when there wasn’t. It was clear when Peter began to vacillate on such a vital cardinal doctrine of the faith.
Christian, you ought to be so in tune with the Gospel, that red flags ought to sound off in your heart when something is out of tune. 
I’ll never forget a discussion I had with a lady and husband about some issues they were having in life. 
And then she said this – I don’t love Jesus, but I have to obey him. Now, much more was said than this. But the central message and behavior was obvious. 
· I am saved, but I don’t love Jesus. 
· I can go to heaven if I simply obey him. 
That is an attack on the Gospel – that is an attack on the Cross! This person thinks that obedience is a requirement for salvation! 
To be fair, I knew something was seriously wrong, I didn’t discern it straightway. 
But once I understood the seriousness of the situation, I prepared myself to address the issue directly when I met with the two of them, but unfortunately I didn’t get the chance to because the couple no longer wished to see me anymore. 
Perhaps a good take away from this is this: Living in step with the truth of the Gospel means that out of all doctrines laid out in Scripture, we ought to be well versed on Justification by Faith alone. 
Because it can be compromised in very subtle ways if we are not living in step with Gospel truth. 
That’s what I think happened with Peter. And his Jewish background was so steeped in his thinking that it was hard to let go. He slowly began a Gospel drift. 
But God was faithful to send Paul to Peter. God always does that to his children. It is one of the many ways our Lord protects us from Gospel drift. 
4. Paul’s rebuke of Peter shows that Paul’s gospel isn’t just endorsed by the Jerusalem apostles, but that it actually stands in authority over them (2:11-14, cf. 1:8-9)
The Apostle Paul made it all too clear that divine authority is higher than any and all who preach a different Jesus!
We surrender our hearts to the authority of Scripture. 
Martin Luther
This queen [the Bible] must rule, and everyone must obey, and be subject to, her. The pope, Luther, Augustine, Paul, and angel from heaven – these should not be masters, judges, or arbiters but only but only witnesses, disciples, and confessors of Scripture. Nor should any doctrine be taught or heard in the church except the pure Word of God. Otherwise, let the teachers and the hearers be accursed along with their doctrine.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  As seen Galatians: Gospel-Rooted Living, 31. ] 

Galatians 1:8-9 “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!”
Paul said to young Timothy that anyone who brings to you a different Jesus from what the Scriptures expressly teach, that such people are “deprived of the truth” (1 Timothy 6:5)
That is why all of us have as our obligation to…
II. Confront Conduct That the Genuine Gospel Condemns
Now, let’s be honest. This can be difficult. It’s difficult because we are dealing with real relationships and real friendship. 
Gospel living could be compromised either by members of your own family. 
It can be easy to compromise the Gospel for the sake of a superficial peace. We ought to way heavily the person’s soul more than our earthly friendships. 
Should the Gospel bid us to confront a matter of compromise at any level, we ought to do because we love our Lord more than family or close personal friends.
It ought to follow that because we love our Lord, we will love his people whom we have deep relationships with. 
There’s no question the Apostles Paul and Peter were fellow compatriots in the Gospel. But when Paul saw Peter compromise the Gospel of our salvation, he was obligated to face the issue head on. 
Note verse 11…	

Galatians 2:11 “But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.” 
Why?
A. Because the authority comes from Jesus Christ
We can affirm something to be true, yet fail to live up to it. Not too long after the Jerusalem council, Paul witnessed Peter not living up to the Gospel. 
In fact, if there was a motivating factor in Peter’s life that the Lord needed to deal with in Peter’s life it was fear. 
Fear led to people please. Peter would act one way with the Gentiles, and an entirely different way with the Jews. 
It was so noticeable that Paul saw what was happening in order to get Peter to live in step with the truth of the Gospel he knew he professed!  
Peter was confusing the Gospel by his actions, which is not much different than what we would do when we are not in step with the truth of the Gospel. 
So what Paul did for people is what the Gospel does for us is to…
III. Avoid Conduct That Confuses the True Gospel
Galatians 2:12-13 “For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision. The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.”
Christian, fear will make us compromise on so many levels. When sin master’s us, it wants all of us. It takes no prisoners! 
But when Christ get’s a hold of us, he takes no prisoners either. Living in step with the Truth of the Gospels follows a life that says “Lord, you are my Master. Do with me what you will.”
There’s a quote that I’ve seen prevalent now on bumper stickers and all over social media. 
It’s this: Christ is King. I agree. But does the world see that in the way you and I live out our life. 
It’s a life of steady persistence and part and parcel of what it looks like is…
A. By guarding against the fear of man 
B. Because it’s hypocritical and can lead others into hypocrisy 
C. Legalism
IV. Compel Conduct That Is Consistent With Freedom We Have In Christ
Galatians 2:14 - But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?”
After I had read this, I asked myself this question: How do we know that Peter received Paul’s rebuke? 
Well, one answer can be found in 2 Peter 3:15-16 where he called the Apostle Paul a “beloved brother”
Additionally, wild horses would not have stopped the Apostle Paul from saying in his letters that Peter had left the faith. 
Instead, what we do see is Peter emphasize that salvation is received through faith in Christ and is a gift from God, rather than earned by works.
 In fact, his emphasize is faith, the atoning work of Christ on the Cross, and hope. 
These things align with the concept of salvation by faith. 
How about you?  Is simply repenting and believing in Christ difficult for you to grasp? If it is, there are pastors and other believers here you can talk you. 
(pray)

