The Wisdom of Faith and Foolishness of the Flesh – Folden FE
As we focus on Prioritizing the Gospel this year…one thing I love about the gospel is it is able to make wise the simple…it is able to make people wise who once were foolish. Psalm 19:7 the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. Knowing the God if the universe and how to be in a right relationship with Hin, and how to live by faith and walk with him…that is to impact us so that we are wise and we know what His will is and what is good and right….
· Now the contrast of Foolishness is interesting
· When someone is being foolish, you want to ask…why did you do that…and we question why people make foolish decisions, why we make foolish decisions…and yet people make foolish decisions all the time.
· Foolishness is an interesting word and concept bc there are a great many ways to be foolish…sometimes foolishness is simply having no idea what you are doing, and you just strike out randomly in what feels right, and what might bring you momentary feeling of pleasure or security…but you have no idea the long range consequences of your actions.
· Other times foolishness is changing from something that is good and working well, to something that has no chance of working…and yet someone makes a change thinking this is a good idea and goes off on a hopeless endeavor…that is another kind of foolishness.
There are two sporting events that I think illustrate this kind of foolishness well.
· March madness –Imagine a team built on defense and good post play and that team gets to the final 4 and then they decide…says lets just try to outscore the other team by shooting as many 3s as we possibly can. No, that is foolish… Defense is what got you here…it is wise to keep focusing on defense and good shot selection.

· Winter Olympics – I love skiing…I enjoy riding the ski lift, so relaxing….can you imagine skiing, getting up 2/3 of the way to the top of the mountain, and jumping off and saying, it is better if we walk the rest of the way. 

· That is ridiculous, that is foolish…but that is what the Galatians are seeking to do…and Paul is rebuking their foolishness.
The overall point of this sermon and the point of the passage is the admonition to wisely continue your walk with Christ in the same way you started….by receiving the spirit through faith in Christ, and not faith in your ability to keep the law.
So today lets look at we continue our focus on Prioritizing the gospel….lets consider 

The Wisdom of Faith and Foolishness of the Flesh
Please turn in your bibles to Gal 3:1-5
Last week we walked through the end of chapter 2 and Pastor Aucoin led us to see from the text that everyone needs justification…or righteousness…which Pastor Aucoin defined in a very helpful way….”Righteousness’ is a person’s entire disposition and actions in a relationship that keeps them in right standing in that relationship.” The text also emphasizes that everyone’s problem is a bent toward a self-focused self justification. And everyone’s solution is justification through faith in Christ.
Paul has already expressed his amazement at the Galatians listening to a different gospel, and Paul has defended his ministry and illustrated his calling and also how he had to rebuke Peter in order for the genuine gospel to be clearly communicated.
Now Paul rebukes the Galatians directly….please follow along as I read the word of the Lord.
Galatians 3:1–5 -1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? 2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 4 Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?
As we consider Paul’s rebuke to the Galatians, I want to look at…
4 reminders to focus on the wisdom of faith 
First…
1. Be aware of foolishness and deception that draws one away from Christ

Galatians 3:1 -1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? 

a. Consider the enticement of works

We must admit that most people want to pay their own way, they want to contribute in some way shape or form….they want to be a part of something where they feel they made an important contribution.

Most people when they come into the kitchen and you are making dinner say, how can I help…you come to someone’s house and they are moving the patio furniture around to make more room, you grab a chair…that is the right thing to do…

However we take that good desire to work, to help to serve and we think that is how I maintain my standing with someone, that is how I earn or maintain my standing with God…we have twisted something good to become something self-righteous…

The Galatians have been bewitched…that word means to fascinate or hypnotize…there is something hypnotic about telling someone they can be good enough if they just try a bit harder, obey a bit more, learn a bit more about the law, be a bit more faithful…it draws you in with a sense of accomplishment….we all can get bewitched or drawn in to self accomplishment…we all like to see something we did that was important, well received, appreciated and gives us a standing before others…

The bible constantly warns about adding works to salvation and how wrong it is…

Ephesians 2:8–9 -8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

Galatians 2:15–16 -15 “We are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles; 16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 

Good works reveal the genuineness of your salvation, they do not contribute to your salvation bc there is nothing man can contribute to their own salvation.

To think you can is utter foolishness….this is why Paul rebukes the Galatians so sternly….you see…

b. Foolishness sets aside the purpose and testimony of Christ’s crucifixion

At the end of the passage from last week it said

Galatians 2:21 -21 “I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.”

If man can be saved through the works of the Law, there was no reason for a messiah to come and die…you can’t combine the purpose of Christ’s crucifixion with the works of the law…it is foolish to try to mash them together.

Paul says that Jesus Christ was “publicly portrayed” as crucified before the Galatians…this is a hyperbolic statement by Paul to make a point. It is as if the Galatians had seen Jesus crucified and then are turning away from the importance of the cross.

The word “publicly portrayed” means to describe information in a vivid manner…it is the word we use for placard…IN the ANE you would post a public decree on a placard publicly….remember how people would make placards or signs and wear them around to promote things…it is sort of like a movie poster…you want a dramatic action packed movie poster to draw people in and give them a visual idea of what the movie is about with just a picture.

Paul has vividly laid out the gospel for them like a billboard…like a placard…He did this publicly…he most likely walked them through Jesus’ life, his trial(s), the intense suffering he faced, the flogging…I imaged he described the nails in his hands, the nails in his feet, his crown of thorns and his pierced side…and the Galatians are turning away from that and are bewitched that their own works like circumcision are now more important.

This is why the eyewitness testimony of what happened to Jesus is so important and so critical to explaining the gospel to people… 

Acts 10:39–41 -39 “We are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. 40 “God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 

All those who were with him testified what happened to him…not only at the cross, but also his resurrection…but the cross as Col 2:13-14 says, 

Colossians 2:13–14 “And you, who were dead in your trespasses… God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.”

The law condemns us,….it cannot save us…we needed the cross to cancel out the debt of the law…That is what we are to testify about…we too are to paint a vivid picture of the sufferings of Christ for others as we share the gospel….

The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus is what Paul testified about as most important…

1 Corinthians 15:3–8 -3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 

Foolishness sets aside the purpose and testimony of the cross, and allows works-based merit to bewitch you.

And so we must…

2. Remember that salvation is about receiving the Spirit by faith

Galatians 3:2 -2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? 

Paul says the only think I want to hear about you, like the most important thing we need to focus on in this whole discussion is when you trusted in Christ, lets talk about that to reframe this whole discussion…when you became a Christian, a follower of Christ…was that by the spirit or your own effort…everyone needs to regularly mediate on the reality that…

a. The Holy Spirit had to rescue and regenerate you 

Dead things can’t save themselves, dead things don’t grow…you have to be made alive, you have to be reborn first, you have to be regenerated by the Spirit…and that is a work of God…we receive it by faith, but it is a work of God.

As John says..

John 6:63 -63 “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 

Or Titus…

Titus 3:5–7 -5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

Almost every sport requires you to have a strong base…strong buildings have a strong foundation…so too must believers understand that 

b. Reinforcing the foundation of your salvation testimony helps you move forward wisely

Paul says…

Romans 3:28 -28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law. 

Notice how he says maintain…there is going to be temptation to not focus on justification by faith…to let it get murky or confused…we must maintain and reinforce how we were saved…what salvation is all about…it is about hearing a message about Jesus’ work and responding in faith…

Ephesians 1:13–14 -13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

This foundation that we received by faith means you are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise…so we are to look forward to something….this sealing of the HS is to impact how we live today bc we are to have a view of the full redemption that is to come.

So Paul wants them to remember their salvation testimony…remember how and when they were saved…I want to encourage you to do the same…remember how and when you were saved…and remind yourself it is a gift of God, not of your own works….

If you began thinking about this, and you recognize I have been trying to do religious things my whole life to be a good person in God’s eyes, well today is a really great yet humbling day for you, where you need to recognize that you cant earn your way to heaven…and you need to receive the spirit, to receive the gift of eternal life by faith. I would invite you to do that this morning , even right now…and If you want to talk more about that…please come talk to one of the pastors.

Believers need to consider.…if this is genuine…if I truly have trusted Christ…how does it affect my life each day…

You see…

3. Wisdom calls us to continue and finish how we start

Paul doubles down on the foolishness terminology and he says..

Galatians 3:3 -3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 

a. There is a fundamental difference and opposition between the Spirit and the flesh

John 3:5–6 -5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

Flesh is a biblical word that focused on mans desires and mans effort …your flesh is all about what you want, and how you try to get it…The spirit is all about how God is working in your life to confirm you to His will…what he desires and what He wants…

So the flesh and the spirit are at war…they do not have the same objective…one is about glorifying Christ, and one is about glorifying mankind, or glorifying yourself more specifically.

When you become a Christian you realize you are at war within yourself…and you need to put to death the flesh, your self focused desires…you need to live in a way where it is not all about you…the reality is without the spirit regenerating you…a person cannot just over come their own flesh, their own desires. That is why we need a savior and we need to Holy Spirit to regenerate us.

Romans 8:6–8 -6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

The point is if the spirit worked in your life to bring you into a right relationship with God through Christ…you are not going to grow in maturity by now trying to boast in what you accomplish and focus on yourself.

b. If the Spirit made you alive in Christ, the Spirit empowers you to live for Christ.

Galatians 2:19–20 -19 “For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 20 “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

Paul is saying the life I live on earth, in my fleshly body is not about me…I am to live by faith in the one who loved me and gave himself up for me….

Colossians 2:6–7 -6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 

If you have been saved, and you are thankful for that reality…your life should be one of overflowing with gratitude…that is how even in trials, believers grow deeper in their faith and appreciation for their savior…

Later in Galatians this same theme gets picked up…

Galatians 5:25–26 -25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another. 

One of the characteristics of living for yourself is you boast, you challenge other people and want to put yourself above them morally or though performance…or you just want what other people have because of how you view yourself as deserving it.

All of this goes back to our flesh, to man’s effort…circumcision is one way that man can have  little bit of standing before God…a little bit of ritualistic separation from others…those that are really serious about God now stand above others etc…

This whole process Paul says is foolish and in fact it confuses the gospel…and…

c. Confusing the gospel stunts your growth

There are lost of examples of immature believers in the bible…and at times it is hard to tell if someone is simply immature, or if they have not received the spirit…

But Hebrews and Galatians is not afraid to paint the picture that there are plenty of immature people who struggle with the basics of Christianity 

Hebrews says…

Hebrews 5:12 -12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 

We want to preach the gospel to ourselves. We want to never move on from the Gospel, but there is a difference between referencing the gospel to make sure you are motivated and headed in the right direction…and constantly questioning the gospel at a fundamental level.

Hebrews 6:1 -1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 

It is sort of like a person who is building an ikea cabinet, and they begin to ask…why do screws have to work righty tightly and lefty loosie…like what is that all about…like are screws and Allen wrenches even really, are they even good tools…and you are like…screws are awesome, righty tightly is true and helpful…there are more complicated things we need to focus on…

So too some people struggle with how can salvation be by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone…shouldn’t I have to do something …if you stay in that loop over and over again, you don’t grow…

It is really hard to grow in Christlikeness, when you are constantly wondering if God loves you, if you have to earn his favor by doing a bit more, if Christ’s work on the cross is enough and really applies to you….you will always feel like an uncertain child….like you are in danger, not good enough, like you have to try harder to maintain some standing before God etc….

It is going to be impossible to grow in maturity when you have to keep going back to the elementary teachings about Christ…constantly trying to understand  turn away from dead works that can’t save you, and trust that justification is by faith in what Christ has done.

We want to be patient and help each other grow where ever we are…and our God is good to not want to leave us in an immature state…we have His word, the Holy Spirit, the community of believers to stimulate each other to grow.

God is so good…he builds something in the Christian life that goes even further to help us actually grow…it takes this out of just a thought experiment…and into everyday life where we have to grow to maturity…

God has build suffering into the Christian life for our good. This is one reason suffering is a key part of the Christian life and points us to the genuine gospel where Christ suffered for us...

Suffering reveals what is genuine, it reveals what we really believe…

Paul is saying that the Galatians have suffered for Christ…the genuineness of their faith had been revealed, rather than their ability to keep the law…

Paul uses suffering as well as miraculous signs to draw their attention back to the purpose and power of God working through faith rather than works…

You see…

4. Suffering and miraculous signs point to faith rather than the law

Galatians 3:4–5 -4 Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? 

a. Legalism robs suffering of purpose

Paul says the Galatians have suffered, and if they go back to Judaism and get some protection from suffering…the questions is what was the point of the suffering?

Legalism robs suffering of purpose because it distills things down to obedience to the law brings blessing and disobedience brings trouble…so there is very little place for innocent suffering for the glory of God in legalism.

So to seek refuge in the law to end suffering misses the whole purpose of suffering because of the name of Christ.

One of the most clear and powerful explanation about the purpose of suffering and how it can point to genuine faith in Christ is

1 Peter 1:6–7 -6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

Suffering and clinging to Christ is a powerful sign to others around you that you love and trust in Jesus when you do not get what your flesh wants…and it is a powerful witness that Jesus is worth it bc you believe he suffered in your place.

Another powerful sign that Paul reminds the Galatians of, are the miracles they experienced.

b. The miraculous signs of the early church were evidence of the Spirit and of faith

Paul is saying…did that person get healed because you keep the sabbath? Did your resisting stealing and coveting cast a demon out of someone…

Or did trusting in the Lord who heals and sets captives free was that really what the sign or miracle was all about.

God used signs and wonders working through His servants to authenticate the message of the Gospel…and apparently the Galatians had experienced signs and wonders to authenticate not the law, but the good news of salvation in Christ…

Hebrews makes a similar argument….

Hebrews 2:1–4 -1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, 3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will. 

The Lord used both suffering and miracles in the Galatians life to exalt the message of Christ..and he rebukes them to go back to focusing on the work of Christ and not their own works of the law.
So just to recap… The overall point of this sermon and the point of the passage is the admonition to wisely continue your walk with Christ in the same way you started….by receiving the spirit through faith in Christ, and not faith in your ability to keep the law.

Paul wants them to remember if their initial salvation was through the spirit and by faith or based on their own work in keeping the law.
It is good to ask ourselves…are there any way I am letting a works based approach to God seep into my life…am I overflowing with gratitude bc of how the Spirit is working in my life.
He wants to remind the Galatians, and ultimately all followers of Christ… that as you have received Christ…so walk in Him…you received him by faith…so the righteous will continue to walk by faith and not trusting in human effort in keeping the law.
He reminds them that suffering and miracles really don’t connect to the law, they connect to the spirit working through faith.
He is rebuking them to abandon the foolishness of trusting their own flesh, and seek the wisdom that comes from responding to the spirits work in their lives through faith in the genuine gospel.
May we too guard our hearts to boast in nothing but Christ crucified.
Lets pray.
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