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[Intro] 

Theme: Prioritizing the Gospel
Title: Living In Step with the Truth of the Gospel
4 Ways Paul’s Confrontation with Peter helps us live out the gospel
I. Be confident that the gospel is true and authoritative in all times and all places.
Paul’s confidence to confront Peter comes from his confidence in the authority of the genuine gospel.
This is connected to Paul’s argument that he began in verse 11 of chapter one. 
A. The argument from 1:11-2:14:
Paul began Galatians with a brief introduction and greeting and then issued a confrontational warning about the exclusive genuine gospel. 
Paul preached the genuine gospel to the churches in Galatia. He defended the true gospel using his personal testimony of faith in Christ from Judaism. Paul was commissioned to preach the gospel to the Gentiles that...
i. He received the gospel from Jesus himself and wasn’t taught by any man (1:11-17).
Galatians 1:11–12 – “For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.”
Paul’s testimony powerfully demonstrates the authority of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul was a zealous devout Jew who persecuted Christians from a position of authority given by the Jewish leaders. 
From a human perspective, there was no reason for him to follow Jesus. Paul explains the reason for his belief in the gospel is because the risen, glorified Jesus Christ appeared to him, confronted him, saved him, and commissioned him as an apostle to bring the gospel to the Gentiles.
ii. After 3 years of preaching, Paul and Peter meet and are in agreement about the gospel (1:18-21).
Galatians 1:18–19 – “Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.”
Paul did not go to the other apostles or church leaders in Jerusalem for authority to preach and share the gospel but did it right away because it was Christ himself who commissioned him. There is no further person up the ladder in authority.
The book of Acts says that after Paul’s conversion he was...
Acts 9:22 – “But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ.”
So for three years in Damascus/Arabia Paul then is preaching the gospel. After those three years, he meets Peter for the first time in Jerusalem, and they agree about who Jesus is and what is the genuine gospel.
iii. After 14 years Paul and the Apostles in Jerusalem are still in agreement with the gospel of salvation by grace alone apart from works (2:1-10).
Paul had completed his first missionary journey to the Gentiles and established churches. The gospel that he preached Jesus used to build his church was a message of salvation by grace alone through faith. There was no requirement to obey the Old Covenant Law. 
Paul mentions the controversy in 2:3 of circumcision. He clarifies that circumcision is not required for salvation at all. So, when certain people are trying to force Titus to be circumcised, he does not submit to them.
This is one of the issues being addressed at the Jerusalem counsel. Is the gospel that Paul is preaching to the Gentiles require circumcision or adherence to the Old Covenant? 
What was the answer of the other apostles?
Galatians 2:9 – “and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.”
So, the apostles in Jerusalem, and the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem agreed that Paul’s gospel was genuine. The gospel was from God, and they approved his mission to the Gentiles.
Why does Paul mention this conflict with Peter right after talking about the fellowship that Paul and Peter had with the other apostles in Jerusalem?
iv. Paul’s rebuke of Peter shows that Paul’s gospel isn’t just endorsed by the Jerusalem Apostles but that it actually stands in authority over them (2:11-14, cf. 1:8-9).
Paul’s gospel of salvation by grace alone apart from the Law is the true gospel from God that has ultimate authority.
Paul clarified this point earlier in chapter one.
Galatians 1:8–9 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!
Paul, the apostle, is not in authority over the gospel, but under the authority of the gospel. Just as Peter and the other apostles are under Christ’s authority.
The gospel is the message of God not of man. So, when an apostle lives out of line with the message, they need to be brought back in line with the true gospel.
This section encourages confidence that the gospel is indeed true and authoritative for all people for all time because it is from God! 
The confidence in the authority of the gospel impacts our boldness to share it!
[Illustrate boldness examples]

Second, Paul’s confrontation with Peter encourages us to…
II. Confront conduct that the genuine gospel condemns (v.11). 
Galatians 2:11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.
A. Because the authority comes from Jesus Christ
2 Thessalonians 1:8 [when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with his angels] dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
III. Avoid conduct that confuses the true gospel (vv.12-13)
Galatians 2:12–13 For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision. 13 The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.
A. By guarding against the fear of man 
Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.
B. Because it’s hypocritical and can lead others into hypocrisy.
C. Legalism (2:14)
Galatians 2:14 - ... “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?
IV. Compel conduct that is consistent with freedom we have in Christ (v.14)
Galatians 2:14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?
Titus 2:9–10 Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good faith so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.
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