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Laying Our Deadly Doing Down
Prioritizing the Gospel
Gal 2:15-17

“Yellow Highlights” Essential to handout/ppt
“Aqua highlights” P. Aucoin’s ppt. 

In 2001, the McCain-Feingold Campaign Finance Reform Act limiting campaign party contributions became law.

I’m sure that is a significant fact you were thinking about this morning.

Well at least now you are. 

Prior to 2001 various congressmen opposed to the bill and would try to change the substance of the bill so that the bill would be unpalatable to everyone.

Senator Orin Hatch offered a Poison pill to the bill in the form of an amendment. 

Specifcially, he added a amendment that required labor unions to obtain written permission from their members before using any of their dues for political purposes.

If that amendment had been successful, the b-partisan reform act would have gone down in flames. 

The concept of “Poison pill” may be totally foreign to you but not to politicians

What would be amiliar to you is if you were in a desert and I offered you a glass of cool-refreshing water to save your life, but on one condition, I add a drop of Cyanide to it. 

You understand that completely! 

I have just rendered what was life-saving, pure water, to be undrinkable

I totally  turned the nature of that substance from life-giving to death dealing.

Faith friends, this is what so easily happens to the Gospel.

And it is not because of any fault of the Gospel—but because of the heart we bring to the Gospel

I’m about to give an analogy that could be miles apart from reality but let’s go with it anyway.

Who likes automatic updates for your computer or phone? Let’s assume for the moment the automatic updates are error free (I know a big assumption).

· Automatic updates are free
· Automatic updates improve features
· Automatic updates improve security

Yet we resist. We want to maintain control of our work flow. 
We fear that something will be different,
We preserve what is comfortable for us.

Preserving what is comfortable for us ultimately results in a lack of functionality—like my iphone SE that I just had to finally turn it. 

Our natural bent is so opposed to the Gospel that we struggle to accept and live in accordance with it because

· It indicts us as sinners
· It shows we could do nothing to earn or maintain our standing
· It demonstrates that we contribute nothing
· And thereby removes the desired identity marker in our life that w I’m better than someone else
· If I have a hint of something that I contributed then there in is the boasting to make me better than you.


The Gospel is not rejected or lost sight of because it asks too much. 

The Gospel is rejected or lost sight of because it necessitates us to cease asking what we can add to it!


Let me say that again….

The Gospel is not rejected or lost sight of because it asks too much. 

The Gospel is rejected or lost sight of because it necessitates us to cease asking what we can add to it!

Turn in your Bibles to Galatians chapter 2

Our church theme is Prioritizing the Gospel

We are studying through the book of Galatians which is the apostle Paul’s defense of the Gospel to a group of churches that were beginning to add poison pills or cyanide to a life-giving truth.

The temptation is so great that the first leader of the church—Peter was conducting himself in a manner that was permitting the poison pill or the cyanide to the congregations. 

The apostle Paul comes out strong against that. 

Let’s start reading in Galatians 2:11 which we have covered before.

	11But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 
	12For prior to the coming of certain men from James. he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision. (Pause: these men “from James” were most likely claiming that they were from the leader in the Jerusalem church, James, but they really were not.  They were Jewish men who said of course Jesus is the Messiah for salvation, but also you must become a Jew. For males that meant circumcision. And that was the sign of officially coming underneath the Mosaic Covenant and becoming a Jewish proselyte)

	13The rest of the Jews (Jewish Christians at the church) joined him (Peter) in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas (good ol’ Barnabas, the son of encouragement) was carried away by their hypocrisy. 

How is this possible that Peter and Barnabas were leading others astray?

Folks, this is because our proud nature is so opposed to the true Gospel that we hardly can bear not adding anything to it to show us and the world that we earned God’s grace.

God in his grace raised up men like Paul, who Himself had been a zealous jew to help brother Peter who struggled with fear of man. 

And this was crucial for the early church and the defense of the pure Gospel. We need one another in this regard!!!

Dietrich Bonfoffer who was executed in WW2 by the Nazi regime makes a comment about needing one another…


God has willed that we should seek and find His living Word in the witness of a brother, in the mouth of a man. Therefore, the Christian needs another Christian who speaks God’s Word to him. He needs him again and again when he becomes uncertain and discouraged, for by himself he cannot help himself without belying the truth. He needs his brother man as a bearer and proclaimer of the divine word of salvation. He needs his brother solely because of Jesus Christ. The Christ in his own heart is weaker than the Christ in the word of his brother; his own heart is uncertain; his brother’s is sure. (Bonhoffer, Life Together, 11–12)

In this case the Christ in Paul was stronger than the Christ in Peter and Barnabas….

Paul continues…

	14But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, 

“Straight forward” the Gospel has a trajectory, it has a benchmark, and we are able to ask the question, is this claim, behavior, motivation, in line with the true Gospel.  

Peter and Barnabas’ actions were not in line with the gospel

Paul then confronts peter publicly….

I said to Cephas in the presence of all, “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews? 

Verse 15 is the new part of our focus today.

	15“We (Peter/Barnabas/Paul) are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles; 16nevertheless (we) knowing that a man is not justified. by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 



	17“But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be! 
	18“For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 
	19“For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 



	20“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 
	21“I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.” 

Today we are talking about

Laying Our Deadly Doing Down

The true Gospel shows three realities we must embrace to avoid deadly error
· Everyone’s need
· Everyone’s problem
· Everyone’s solution

1) Everyone’s need —justification (vv. 15–16)

Paul introduces a term here called “justification”

Here in Galatians 2 is the first time in his writings that he uses it.

I know in our Christian circles the word is commonly used and we kind of all assume that we know what we mean by it. 

“justify” is the verbal form of the Greek adjective “righteous”

How would I use the adjective “righteous” in a verb form?

Verse 16 could look like this…

16nevertheless knowing that a man is not “righteoused” by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be “righteoused” by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be “righteoused”. 

And then you say, “Pastor Brent, okay that’s clever but now I have to know what “‘righteous’” is then.  You have not really helped me. 

Fair enough!

What do you think of when you here that person is “righteous”?

We think of “righteous” as someone who is morally good.

We think of “righteous” as virtue.

And “righteous” is moral goodness and virtue but it is more than that. 

“Righteousness” is a person’s entire disposition and actions in a relationship that keeps them in right standing in that relationship.”—P. B. Aucoin 

	A person can be “justified,” or  “validated” in individual relationships, communal relationships.

When breaches of relationships occur, we need someone or ourselves to justify our actions, or validate them or else the opposite of justification or validation can happen.  That is “condemnation”. 

But the larger point I want to make is the term “righteousness” or “justification” only make sense in terms of relationships…maintaining or seeking right standing in relationships. 

One commentator put it this way….

… in Hebrew thought ‘righteousness’ was more a concept of relation. People were ‘righteous’ when they met the claims which others had on them by virtue of their relationship (see e.g. TDNT ii.195–6; IDB iv.80–5). For Israel that meant pre-eminently the relationship with Yahweh, that is the covenant he had made with Israel when he chose Israel to be his people: to be righteous was to live within the covenant and within the terms it laid down (the law); to be acquitted, recognized as righteous, was to be counted as one of God’s own people who had proved faithful to the covenant.  James D. G. Dunn, The Epistle to the Galatians, Black’s New Testament Commentary (London: Continuum, 1993), 134–135

This all may be a little abstract but let’s bring it down to where we can all understand.

What keeps me in right relationship with my electric company so that my heat stays on?

What is the covenantal relatoinship between me and the electric company?

They provide the electricity to run my heater…what do I provide?  --faithful payment of my bill

What gets me out of right standing with the electric company? Well, if they don’t provide electricity, I may seek an alternative source of power.

 Or, if I don’t pay, they cut me off.

But in terms of “righteousness/right standing in relationship” I am “righteous” if I faithfully pay and the electric company is “righteous” if it faithfully delivers.

If there is a breach, in the relationship that we can not resolve, then one or both of us need to seek outside “validation”/”Justification”

This is a very simple illustration but it make the point …

“Righteousness” is a person’s entire disposition and actions in a relationship that keeps them in right standing and included in that relationship.”—P. B. Aucoin 

There are so many more important relationships to us than the electric company perhaps not in the last two weeks however with the cold temps.

· We have friends…..with whom we want/need right relationships

· We have family, and church family with whom need/want right relationships

· We have co-workers, bosses, peers…with whom we want right relationships

And ultimately Who….?

God!!—God is the most important being in whom to be in “right relationship” 

And that is the “justification” “right relationship” being discussed here in Gal 2.

Now all of all the people who might be in right relationship with God, it most certainly would be the “jews” who were chosen as a nation of God, who were given his law, and they sought in many ways to follow it…so of course they were in “right relationship” or “Justified” before God right? 

Listen to the apostle Paul again

15“We (Paul, Peter, Barnabas) are Jews by nature (meaning they were born into national/ethic Israel and the religious air they breathed was the Mosaic covenant, the law, which essentially forbade typical scandalous behavior—adultery, stealing, deception, along with additional requirements like dietary and religious ceremonial laws) and not sinners from among the Gentiles; (The gentiles were not breathing the same religious air, they were participating in all kinds of scandalous behavior from a morality standard—So right now how many categories of people do we have?  - 2 )16nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we (Paul, Peter, Barnabus) have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 

What is the surprising element here in Paul’s argument?

What does the gospel show not just to the “sinners”— the gentiles out there

The moment, that a Jew says, “ok, Christ died for me”…(seeking to be justified in Christi) what does that mean??!!!

He has to admit that his natural Jewish identity and under the covenant and his seeking to do the law….was not the means to righteous himself….he need something else…in seeking to be righteous by faith in Christ showed He was a sinner…and that his right standing could not come by doing the law…..

It has to mean this….

a. The “moral/religious” (Jews)

…folks need justification, they need something to get them in “right relationship” with God.

What is not surprising to anybody would be that the “sinner”

b. The “immoral/sinner” (Gentiles)

…needs a right relationship to God…..

Here is my point, the true Gospel of Jesus Christ shows the realty that the two types of people in this world….

1. The religious and 
2. the irreligious or what is viewed as “sinners” or the “immoral” folks….

need a “right relationship” with God

EVERY ONE NEEDS—TO BE RIGHTEOUSED

If this is not the case….WHY JESUS CHRIST!!!!!

Secondly, the true Gospel shows the reality of everyone’s problem….

2) Everyone’s problem—bent toward a self-focused self-justification (v. 17-19)

Before I get into the argument of this text, if “justification” can be seen as my entire attitude and actions to maintain a right standing in relationships….how do we often do that?

What do the non-religious people do?

	They seek after the accolades of the masses

	They seek a form of “right relationships” through the accumulation of wealth, popularity, sexuality, 

They can maintain a certain right relationship with those who want or emphasizes those values….

Now, what do the religious do? ….seek to focus on morality, always having to be looked at as following the rules and that brings a level of “right standing” among religious peers….

In each of these cases, the focus of justification or validation is where?  On my self—look at me and whom I am

	Either a sex idol, a pop stop, a tycoon, a sports star, or an upstanding good boy or girl…..

We seek to justify, validate our acceptances in relationships in these ways….

Now the specific problem Paul was dealing with was the religious justification….


17“But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be! 18“For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 19“For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 

Friends the false teachers adding the poison pill or the cyanide to the Gospel were convoluted in their thinking. 

Paul engages in some very tight and concise reasoning here.

Here is the bottom line, if I believe that my adherence to a set of legal codes makes me “righteous” and in “right standing” compared to all the “sinners” who do not follow that code, what happens if something or some one comes along and says, “no the code, the standard did not make you righteous and he takes that validating, justifying code away from you?” 

You become just like the “sinners” without a validating code

And the person who undermined that code for you, that validating standard for you, made you a “sinner”

Thus, Paul, if you say, “no law,” then Paul you are saying that Christ made you religious folks, the jews, just like the Gentiles

And Christ is thus a minister of sin….

If me seeking to be justified in Christ and not the law, taking the law/the covenant away from me is true, that makes me just like the sinners, and that makes Christ an agent of sin….

That was the claim of these folks who were saying you must become Jewish in addition to what Christ did.

What is Paul response? NO WAY…..

In Gal 1—LET THEM BE ACCURSED….THIS IS THE POISON PILL
Paul has a strong answer to that—“It cannot be” and it never will be!

You do not understand, the law, sin, or Christ….!!!!

And his response is….do you want to know what make you a real sinner?

Here is what makes you a real sinner---rebuilding your trust in something other than Christ.

18“For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 19“For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 

What make yourself a real sinner worse than the gentiles who do not have the law…is you making the law/rule you are following what you think makes you right with God

—You trusting in your own following of morality is what proves you are a transgressor!

--you trusting in yourself as Savior—IS THIS NOT THIS THE HEIGHT OF SIN? !!!

	Which is worse, more serious, more deadly, more insidious?!!!

		Committing adultery?
		Or believing I can save myself after I have committed adultery?

Which is worse

		Stealing?
		Or, acting like I can make myself righteous after having done so?


The transgression against God is to presume that you can climb your way up a ladder of morality into his favor. If you must die to the law in order to live to God, then clearly it is a transgression to try to build the law again. That's the connection between verses 18 and 19. Verse 19 makes the amazing point that as long as you are trying to earn your way to God by works of law, you cannot have a close relation to God. The closer you try to get to God by works, the farther you drive him from you. There are two possibilities in religion: you can think of your ability, God's demand, and the ladder of law; or you can think of your inability, God's demand, and the free gift of justification by faith. Paul had learned through his own long experience with the law that in order to live in close communion with God and have his power, he had to simply give up on legalism and die. The old self that loves to boast in its ability to climb ladders must die.-John Piper


When everything is stripped away, why do we have a severe aversion to the Gospel of Grace?

When everything is laid bare, why even after we come to Christ is there a temptation to again add the poison pill or cyanide to the Gospel?

In John Piper’s words…we love “to boast in our ability to climb ladders”

      If we do, we can always be a bit higher than someone else, those “sinners”

This is everyone’s problem….bent toward a self-focused self-justification (v. 17-19)

So ultimately you are living for self and not your God given purpose of living for him….

And the world has codified this in all of its religions….

While you boil it down…..all of the worlds religions are this…..

“I obey in order to be accepted, right standing, justified…”

So, I gather up my moral accomplishments and present them to God and say, here they are God…now you owe me because of what I have done….

Where is the emphasis??? On self!

You will always be living for self

You will always be ultimately unsure, anxiety filled, because how will you know if it is enough

You will forever be introspective looking at self and be miserable….

When Paul says… I have died to the selfish way of justification the law….so that I might live for God.

He is showing what the true Gospel does….free you to live for God and not self….

In contrast to all the world’s religions….

“I’m given a right standing, accepted, justified and as a result of this grace, I obey…..for whose sake?  God’s “

The focus is on God, free to live for him because you do not have to work and impress Him anymore….

We all need justification, we need to be “righteoused” we need to be in right relationship with God…

We so easily seek to be self-justified even after we come to Christ 

And now, we see thirdly….The True Gospel shows the real solution….

So here is the final solution…..once and for all settled at the cross….


3) Everyone’s solution—justification through faith in Christ (vv. 20-21)

	20“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 21“I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.” 

Gal 2:20 is not one of our memory verses this year, but I would encourage you to add it…if you do not already know it.

Justification by faith,
 obtaining a right relationship with God,
 	finally being validated  
the opposite….not being condemned

The true Gospel changes everything….
The Gospel,  justification by faith changes….

a. God’s perspective toward the believer—by faith the believer is viewed in all ways as the Father views the Son

When Paul say’s, I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live by Christ lives in me….

What is that saying?

In every way that God the Father views the Son who undoubtedly is
 in right relationship with the Father….in every way….the father views those who place their faith in Christ

Christ lived the perfect life to be in right standing with the Father
Christ was crucified and took the penalty of our sin for us

So…Christ penalty for sin was that which paid the price for my sin that got me out of right standing with the father

Christ life which maintained His right standing with the Father, becomes my right standing….

I have been crucified with Christ….Christ lives in me…

Thus, the penalty for failing to be in right standing and the righteousness need for right standing are mine in Christ…justified.

And this changes everything about the way I live now…..

Reformer Richard Hooker in defending Justification by faith from Catholic Criticism states, 

[bookmark: _2Cor_5_21_0_0]Then, although in ourselves we be altogether sinful and unrighteous, yet even the man who in himself is impious, full of iniquity, full of sin, him being found in Christ through faith, and having his sin in hatred through repentance, him God beholdeth with a gracious eye, putteth away his sin by not imputing it, taketh quite away the punishment due thereunto, by pardoning it, and accepteth him in Jesus Christ as perfectly righteous, as if he had fulfilled all that is commanded him in the law: shall I say more perfectly righteous than if himself had fulfilled the whole law? I must take heed what I say; but the Apostle saith, "God made him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.[2 Cor 5:21] Such we are in the sight of God the Father as is the very Son of God himself. Let it be counted folly, or phrensy, or fury, or whatsoever. It is our wisdom and our comfort; we care for no knowledge in the world but this: that man hath sinned and God hath suffered; that God hath made himself the sin of men, and that men are made the righteousness of God. Richard Hooker, Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity,Book V, Appendix I, §3

This changes everything….


b. The believer’s perspective for living life

1. God Loved me first, has accepted me in Christ, given me the “right standing” so that I can be in relationship with Him.

2. I love and live for Him in return

[Develop what this means practically]

The Gospel changes everything.

That is why Paul was so zealous for Peter, Barnabas and the church at Antioch to get it right…

Adding anything to it is poison…Luther says…

“Therefore whoever teaches that works must be added to faith for justification denies Christ and has fallen from grace.” Lectures on Galatians (1535), Luther’s Works, vol. 26, 234.


Listen to the hymn authored by Scottish Minister James Proctor called “It is finished” 


But I’m not going to sing it…

 Nothing, either great or small—
Nothing, sinner, no;
Jesus died and paid it all,
Long, long ago.

Refrain:
“It is finish’d!” yes, indeed,
Finished, every jot;
Sinner, this is all you need,
Tell me, is it not?
2 When He, from His lofty throne,
Stoop’d to do and die,
Ev’rything was fully done;
Hearken to His cry! [Refrain]
3 Weary, working, burden’d one,
Wherefore toil you so?
Cease your doing; all was done
Long, long ago. [Refrain]
4. Till to Jesus’ work you cling
By a simple faith,
“Doing is a deadly thing—
“Doing ends in death.”
5. Cast your deadly “doing” down—
Down at Jesus’ feet;
Stand in Him, in Him alone,
Gloriously complete. [Refrain]

