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Attitudes Reflective of the Genuine Gospel
Galatians 2:1-10; February 1, 2026

Good morning church family. I hope you have been challenged and encouraged by our study through Galatians. Our theme this year is Prioritizing the Gospel.
· We want to be an evangelistic church. There are some strategic times of year where we can be evangelistic through an event or service. 
· For example, we are thinking about how to take advantage of the Easter holiday to win our community.
· But this powerpoint graphic highlights the importance of individual conversations that we must have to win the lost. 
· Few of us might be evangelists in the formal sense of the term, but all of us can have an evangelistic mindset. 
· We need to pray for ourselves and for each other that the Lord would give us a heart for our community to hear a specific, one on one explanation of the good news of Jesus Christ because as our memory verse says, we are not ashamed of the gospel. 

Please turn to Galatians 1. I want to begin this message highlighting the practical value of where we have been so far.

I presented that the primary theme of Galatians is Defending the Genuine Gospel. We saw how the introduction (vv. 1-5) emphasized authority (in the written Word), content of the gospel message (substitutionary death of Jesus, rescued from the present evil age, according to God’s plan) , and our overall purpose to glorify the Lord. 

The next week Dustin taught from Galatians 1:6. Rather than find a thanksgiving section or a prayer, we found a warning. We were warned not to depart from this genuine gospel. Verses 6-12 gave us 3 reasons why the Galatians and ultimately you and I needed this warning.
· We are gullible. We think that the person we spoke to last is right. That is why Paul was amazed. 
· We do well to remember that we are also easily swayed by articulate people.
· We struggle to discern problems from big problems. I have Christian friends, people I respect, who think about a passage or a doctrine differently than I do. We both agree that the other person is wrong. 
· But there are others who disagree and what they believe is dangerous to the eternal souls of those who follow them. 
· Sometimes we struggle to discern the difference. 
· We struggle to please people. We pick the group of people that we most want to please.
Galatians 1:6-12 was a powerful warning. 

Last Sunday Greg spoke on vv. 13-24 (I encourage you to listen to it if you did not tune in on Sunday morning) explaining why you and I can trust the gospel message. It is about facts … not speculation or conjecture. Why can you and I trust it and present it as fact to others? 
· Paul’s conversion to the very group he was persecuting despite all the success he was having makes no sense apart from Jesus’ work in his life.
· The gospel message came from the revelation of the Lord directly rather than the teachings of people. 
· Paul’s message matched the other apostles.

Isn’t this awesome? We have the big picture, we have a warning, and evidence for why we can trust the genuine gospel. Now it is time to move to chapter 2. My text this morning is Galatians 2:1-10. Please follow along as I read. This is the Word of the Lord.

The title of this message is Attitudes Reflective of the Genuine Gospel. I said from the beginning that Defending the Genuine Gospel has 3 expressions. [ppt. slide from week 1]. 
· Justification by Faith is a doctrine that Galatians teaches on several occasions. But the other two expressions—freedom in Jesus and character consistent with the gospel—are also taught and important. We see it right here. 

I want to suggest that there are 3 discernable attitudes that should characterize those who trust in the genuine gospel.

I. Humility to be Evaluated (Galatians 2:1-2)

Galatians 2:1-2 Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also. 2 It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain.

At first glance, these verses do not appear to emphasize humility. However, when you dig into the details you find some very interesting realities. Let’s start with a timeline of Paul’s life. 

Timeline of Paul’s Conversion and Early Ministry
Conversion					33			Acts 9:1-19, Gal 1:15-16
Damascus/Arabia				33-36			
15 day visit to Jerusalem			36			Acts 9:26-30, Gal. 1:18
Ministry in Tarsus				36-46			Acts 9:30, Acts 11:25-26
Ministry in Antioch				46-47			Acts 11:25-26
Relief visit to Jerusalem			47			Acts 11:27-30, Gal 2:1 
First Missionary Journey			48-49			Acts 13
Wrote Galatians from Antioch	49 			Acts 14:28

This timeline assumes that the fourteen year period in 2:1 includes the three year period from 1:18 (otherwise it would be 17 years). What has Paul been doing from the time of his conversion in AD 33 after Ananias visits him to AD 47 when Paul, Barnabas and Titus (along with a few others) travel to Jerusalem to the council described in Acts 15?

A. Paul’s Early Ministry Was Characterized by Suffering

Many people call AD 33 – 47 the silent years for Paul. He is in Damascus, Arabia and Tarsus, but what happens there is not fully explained. But that does not mean there is no information. 
· Although God did not choose to tell us everything happening, he does not ignore it. Check this out…

2 Corinthians was written in response to accusations about Paul and his ministry. In chapter 11, Paul speaks vulnerably. It will remind you of Acts 9 where the Lord tells Ananias that the Lord will show Paul all that he must suffer for his sake.

2 Corinthians 11:23-33 Are they servants of Christ?—I speak as if insane—I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of death. 24 Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep. 26 I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; 27 I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 28 Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak without my being weak? Who is led into sin without my intense concern? 

30 If I have to boast, I will boast of what pertains to my weakness. 31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. 32 In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king was guarding the city of the Damascenes in order to seize me, 33 and I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and so escaped his hands. 

If I continued the timeline of Paul’s ministry, he writes 2 Corinthians about AD 56. But Acts does not describe all these beatings, imprisonments, and shipwrecks. There is no way to account for everything he experienced. 

When we link this to Galatians 2:1, we realize that during the previous 14 years Paul has been preaching the gospel, winning people to Jesus, and suffering for it. Aretas was king from AD 37 – 39 (during this 14 years!). 

When you think about Paul’s suffering for the gospel, you must read through Acts and then remember 2 Corinthians explains additional suffering. 
· Paul has been preaching for 14 years, winning people to Jesus, getting the fire beaten out of him, almost dying in shipwrecks, and experiencing various stints in jail.

But he is good with it. He is following his savior. He knows that his job is hazardous to his health and he understands that this is the Lord’s calling on his life. 
· Delivering him from this present evil age did not mean that he gets a life on easy street. It means he is no longer under satan’s control.

I hope all of us would be there too. The Lord is the sovereign creator of the universe. It is our job as a good soldier to be deployed exactly where he wants us. 
· Sometimes he provides unbelievable blessing and other times, we experience life altering hardship.

We are good so far … clear, right? Here is what happens. A debate arises. The question is whether you need to be circumcised and follow the law of Moses before you can follow Jesus. It appears that they were claiming to speak authoritatively even with the authority of the Jerusalem leaders. 
· To say it a different way, is salvation a one-stage process or two? Can I go from being a pagan to a follower of Jesus or do I need to convert to Judaism first and then trust Jesus as Messiah?

The Bible explains the debate as follows: 

Galatians 6:12-13 Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised, simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh. 

Acts 15:1-2 Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue. 

Oh, my, word. Would that be annoying or what? For cryin’ out loud. Here Paul is winning people to Jesus, getting beat up, imprisoned, shipwrecked and someone wants to complain about his theology. The theology he got from Jesus when Jesus appeared to him! What comes next?

B. Paul Obediently follows the Lord’s direction

Galatians 2:2a It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles

Paul is clear. He submits to the Lord and the request to have him share the gospel which he has been preaching and suffering for.

As I meditated on these verses the word humility kept coming to mind because I understood to a small degree.

Years ago I was involved in a difficult situation. There was deception, heartache, loss and suffering essentially everywhere you looked. The circumstances troubled my heart too. 
· My suffering was limited to the accusations made against me and the time I had personally invested rather than the suffering experienced by all those involved which was many times greater. 
· But after investing time, energy, focus, and experiencing a bit of grief from it, there came a moment when my work and recommendation came under scrutiny. 
· A meeting was called and I had no idea of the outcome. It was as if I was the one on trial. I was put in a situation, did my best, made the recommendations I thought consistent with Scripture, suffered grief for it and then got called to the carpet. I would either be vindicated or viewed as a colossal idiot who got the whole thing wrong. 
· It produced a little anxiety as well as a little irritation if I am being transparent.
· My situation did not last 14 years, no one beat me to near death, I was not shipwrecked and it was still easy to have my dander up about the whole thing.

Maybe you have been there too. You have worked hard on something, even suffered grief for it, and then others want to evaluate your work.  
· It is here where the theme of humility comes screaming out. 
· After faithful and sacrificial service, a group presents an accusation claiming to have authority and now his entire ministry is under scrutiny. He submits. Then, we see this humble heart play out in his next comment … 

C. Submitting but hoping that his ministry is not in vain

Galatians 2:2b but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain.

The council of Acts 15 is ultimately public. However, there is clearly a private meeting prior to the formal proceedings. Paul calls them men of reputation. These would be the apostolic leaders of the Jerusalem church.

He expresses fear that they might rule in favor of the accusers. 
· That does not mean that Paul would be wrong. His apostolic authority, the message he received from Jesus himself is authoritative in and of itself. In his first visit to Jerusalem everything seemed good (1:18-24). They recognized Paul as different and glorified God because of him. 
· He has functioned for the last 11 years with a clear understanding that everyone is good.

Now, everything is in question. Even with that history and even being right he understands that his ministry can be undermined in the court of public opinion. 
· If the Jerusalem leaders side with the accusers – that you need circumcised and to obey the law of Moses – then his ministry might be over.
· In that sense, he will have labored in vain.

I don’t have time to trace this theme today, but Paul often expresses concern that he will run in vain. 

As it turns out, the council affirmed Paul, his apostleship, and his message. But I want to illustrate here that gospel living involves humility. You can’t escape it. 
· Even when you pour your heart and soul into a ministry, even when you receive some for it, you must have the humility to allow it to be evaluated.

Since none of us have the same direct revelation from the Lord, we must be open to the possibility that we need to improve or that we might be wrong. We cannot approach our situations with the same level of certainty as Paul.

I have mentioned before that our finance committee expanded its role to ensure that all Faith Ministries finances were being evaluated by a team here and reviewed by an outside accounting firm. 
· The latter to ensure our compliance with accepted accounting principles and the former to ensure that we were pleasing Jesus in how we are using our funds.

I also have a quarterly meeting with the lead pastor accountability committee. All of my ministry is up for evaluation – both praise and critique. Everyone of us, to live gospel lives, must be open to scrutiny.
· Students experience it every test day.
· Our FCS teachers can be evaluated even if they have the single most annoying student of the year.
· Our pastors and other ministry leaders, both staff and volunteer, must have the humility to present their work when requested.

Another genuine gospel attitude is … 

II. Standing Firm against Error (Galatians 2:3-5)

Galatians 2:3-5 But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised. 4 But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage. 5 But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.

This may sound in conflict with what I just said. After all, humility is easy when the decision is ultimately in your favor. That’s what happens here. 
· The Jerusalem apostles agree with Paul that he is faithfully preaching and suffering for the genuine gospel.

The opponents who advocated for circumcision and following the Mosaic law did not win the debate, but it appears they used Titus as a test case (how would you like to be Titus?). Since both of his parents were not Jewish, Titus would not have been circumcised as a child. Yet, Titus repents of his sin and places his faith and trust in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.
· Now these opponents want to say that Titus is not really saved. He is not faithfully living out the gospel because he needs to follow the law of Moses too.

Paul, and ultimately, the council as a whole come to understand that these opponents are advocating for a different gospel.

A. This Error is not just being wrong but being wrong about the gospel

I mentioned this briefly in my summary of 1:6-12. The issue at stake here is not at the level of whether the church should have formal membership, or whether the church is premillennial or amillennial, or whether the polity include lay elders or just staff elders. 
· There are lots of issues that people can disagree about (they each think the other is wrong) and still find enough agreement to work together.
· Our pastoral staff must agree to our statement of faith.
· However, that does not mean we all agree how every single verse in the Bible should be interpreted. That is okay.
· Brent and I sometimes banter a little about different interpretative issues. He teased me one day by saying that at first I make fun of him for being crazy and then after I think about it more, I agree with him.
· Frankly, I find our discussions and even our disagreements to sharpen my own study of Scripture and make me think harder about what the Lord says.
· Our rallying point is our doctrinal statement and our commitment to serving Jesus together.

But in the case presented in Galatians 1-2, the issue was far more serious. We are not talking about a minor point of the faith or the interpretation of a specific verse. We are talking about the integrity of the gospel itself.
· When the opponents said you had to be circumcised and you had to be follow the law of Moses, it was a threat to the integrity of the good news of Jesus Christ.

Friends, this is why the evangelistic resources on our webpage are so important. We are sharing and defending the genuine gospel. 
· That is why it is so important that you have believed the genuine gospel. 

If you have bought into the idea that church attendance, family heritage, good works, being nice is sufficient for salvation then you are like these opponents who said you had to be circumcised and obey the Mosaic law. 
· Friends, that is not the gospel. The gospel is that you were born in sin and chose to live in sin. That deserves God’s wrath. The good news is that God sent his only son – Jesus Christ – to live a sinless life, to die on the cross, to be buried, to rise again on the third day, to ascend to heaven and promises to return. You must repent of your sin and place your trust in the finished work of Jesus.
· We want you to do that today.

B. When someone is wrong about the gospel, You do not yield an inch

We can be peaceable about a great many things. We can agree to disagree. We can be wronged. But Scripture’s view on this instance is very negative.

1. The opponents were trying to enslave them

I shared this slide earlier today (slide from first week) and I mentioned that the defense of the genuine gospel was expressed by justification by Faith, Freedom in Jesus, and Christian Character. I said these themes run together. It is not like chapter 1 is one theme and 2-3 are another theme. They come up throughout the book.

God’s analysis of this situation is that the genuine gospel produces freedom in Jesus and the opponents were trying to take it away and compromised the gospel in the process.

By God’s grace the council was able to see the plot for what it was – an attempt to take away the liberty we have in Jesus and subject us to the law instead. 

2. The truth of the gospel was at stake for many

Galatians 2:5b so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.

One specific way that they held firm was allowing Titus to remain as he was – a minister for the gospel without being circumcised. 
· Some 15-20 years later, Titus would receive a letter in his own right commanding him to appoint elders and clean up various theological messes on the island of Crete. One wonders how much training he received during this period to time to help him for a later mission.

Another way this made a difference is the stability of the Galatian churches. Consider what is at stake for them. They trusted Christ through Paul’s witness. They are organizing churches, exercising freedoms, seeking to live for Jesus and all the sudden a group says that he did not tell you everything you needed to know about salvation and Christian growth.
· Can you imagine how disruptive that would be? 
· Sometimes people struggle to reconcile and they are like the Bible and the Lord don’t work.

Seeing that Paul was motivated for Titus and for the Galatian churches links standing firm with humility. Yes, he did not want his ministry destroyed and 14 years of his life undone, but more importantly he was concerned about the gospel witness to Titus, the Galatian churches, and future believers.

Our willingness to stand firm is not first about us. His firmness came from the defense of the genuine gospel for Titus and the churches.

We have seen the attitude of humility submitting all his work to the Jerusalem apostles (the men of reputation in the text), and his willingness to stand firm when the gospel was at stake. Finally, we see the …

III. Joyfully Moving Forward in Unity

Galatians 2:6-10 But from those who were of high reputation (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—well, those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me. 7 But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised 8 (for He who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me also to the Gentiles), 9 and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10 They only asked us to remember the poor—the very thing I also was eager to do.

There are 3 actions that occur in these verses that help us see how they moved forward productively.

A. They added nothing 

At first that seems harsh. Verse 6 Paul mentions that the people have a good reputation or status, but status among men does not mean much to God. God searches the heart and knows its thoughts and intentions. He shows no partiality.

But it is significant that Paul did not gain anything from the council. 
· It happened, he was vindicated but it did not change his ministry at all. He was still proclaiming the message he received from the risen Christ and he was still on the same mission that Jesus gave him on the road to Damascus. He would have many more sufferings to endure after this council and letter.

His attitude toward the opponents is clear – let them be accursed. They need Jesus to rescue them and until he does no one should listen to them because their message is destructive.

But is Paul bitter at the Jerusalem elders about it? Is he like, “Seriously, you dragged me to Jerusalem to have a dumb debate about something I know to be true already! You called this court and now we have spent the last weeks and months travelling for what you knew when I was in Jerusalem 11 years ago”? 
· Not at all… instead

B. They joined together in the gospel mission

Galatians 2:7-9 But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised 8 (for He who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me also to the Gentiles), 9 and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.

The Jerusalem leaders and Paul agreed that God had called each person to a specific part of his mission field. Both shared the same message, both shared the same right hand of fellowship, and both served in their own respective missions.

This is what true gospel collaboration looks like. There are all kinds of missions that I appreciate but do not believe I am called to serve.
· One of our missionaries serves to rescue women from the sex trade. Some entered by choice, others by coercion, and still others through deception and force. Her ministry is to share Jesus with every one of them and help them get out if they want. That is a great ministry even if none of us are called to do it.
· A couple of our MABC students serve in South Africa caring for abandoned babies and finding them homes in South Africa to adopt them. It was an engaging conversation. These babies would have died without their care. That is super cool but I am not planning on moving to South Africa.
· We support a ministry called Small Church USA. It is about providing encouragement and leadership training to churches and leaders of 100 people. Lots of churches have 80 people in our country. That is a great ministry, but none of us are called to do it.

Galatians 2 describes this joyful moving forward in gospel partnership where each person does exactly the mission and assignment God gave.

I am thankful for the unity we have in our church family. We are unified in our mission and our vision for 2026. We are unified in encouraging each other as we invest in the ways God has called.

Sometimes it is a debate that results in greater unity and resolve for the future. It could have resulted in division, but in God’s kindness is resulted in cooperation and agreement.

C. They agreed to remember the poor

This was not a surprising outcome and it was a concept to which Paul was already committed. Later he would write,

Galatians 6:10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

Church family, I hope you are seeing that there are some amazing truths in this biographical section of Galatians. It includes the gospel message, our motivation for sharing it, the warnings against gullibility, or pleasing men and the instruction regarding our attitude. 
· I hope the Lord is stirring your heart to appreciate the gospel of Jesus more and that appreciation would find its expression in sharing the gospel with individual people this year.

We want all of us equipped through the website, our series, our memory verses, and our prayers to share Jesus. We are asking that the Lord would bring revival to our community and give us the privilege of seeing Jesus rescue sinners from the Father’s wrath. Pray.


