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This Christmas season we’ve chosen to focus in on the heart of our Savior. Last week we looked at the mission of Jesus and his command to people to repent and believe in the gospel, and then to follow after him on that same mission in being fishers of men...seeking to win people to the kingdom through repentance and belief in Jesus. 
This morning we are looking at our Savior’s desire to satisfy and quench the thirst of people who are empty and discontent. Our main text this morning will be from John 7:37-39. 
The title of the message this morning is Receive Satisfaction from the Fountain of Living Water
Restoration is almost 10 years old. I had the privilege of being charged with starting the program back in 2016. One of the things that became very, very clear to me early on in working with people in addictions and crisis situations is that every single person that was in a position of crisis never, ever made decisions IN ORDER to end up there.
Here’s what I mean, I used to do this more but years ago I would ask guys, “Did you make decisions and choices in life because you were hoping that someday you’d be, depressed enough, discontent enough, and in such a difficult position that you’d end up in a residential program?” In other words, have you set out to end up where you are today? 
· The answer of course is always, “no.” 
· They made choices and decisions in life because they wanted to be satisfied and happy, and hopeful, and rested and at peace! That’s what they were aiming for!
So the question becomes, “How is it that so many people end up in the exact opposite place that they intended to be?” And I’m not just talking about men or women that end up in a residential program. I’m talking about millions and millions of people who make choices every single day because they want to be satisfied and yet all their decisions to seek fulfillment end up producing deep emptiness and disappointment. 
Some people show their disappointment and discontent more openly and obviously, while others where excellent masks that portray joy and satisfaction but underneath they are empty. 
The season we are in is dubbed, “The most wonderful time of the year.” It’s the time of the year when people’s expectations for joy and satisfaction are through the roof! That’s probably also one of the reasons why lots of people find the holidays so incredibly difficult. Because all the lights, and festivities and gifts and parties and so forth cannot satisfy what our souls are craving. 
With that in mind please follow along in John 7:37-39. 
[Pray]
This World Tries to Satisfy Our Thirst (v.37a)
John 7:37a – Now on the last day, the great day of the feast… 
The mention of the timing of when Jesus says these words is no mere chronological marker. It is very significant. 
We see at the beginning of John 7:1-10 what the context is.
John 7:1–10 After these things Jesus was walking in Galilee, for He was unwilling to walk in Judea because the Jews were seeking to kill Him. 2 Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was near. 3 Therefore His brothers said to Him, “Leave here and go into Judea, so that Your disciples also may see Your works which You are doing. 4 For no one does anything in secret when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the world.” 5 For not even His brothers were believing in Him. 6 So Jesus said to them, “My time is not yet here, but your time is always opportune. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil. 8 Go up to the feast yourselves; I do not go up to this feast because My time has not yet fully come.” 9 Having said these things to them, He stayed in Galilee. 10 But when His brothers had gone up to the feast, then He Himself also went up, not publicly, but as if, in secret.
So it’s dangerous for Jesus to go to Jerusalem because the authorities are actively seeking to find a way to kill him. 
Jesus does go up to the feast but he makes a point not to do it publicly. Which is a real challenge considering Jesus is probably the most famous person in Israel at this time. 
In v.14 we are told John 7:14 But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and began to teach.
In v.32 we read John 7:32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about Him, and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers to seize Him.
Then when we hit v.37, we get another time marker. The way John organizes this story, especially with the suspense of the officers being sent to arrest Jesus and us knowing that they do want to put Jesus death is very purposeful. 
It’s not until v.45 that we learn that the officers choose not to arrest him. The Feast of Booths was a 7- or 8-day festival. I say 7 or 8 because the OT prescribes 7 days. But we believe that at this point, the “clean up” day of the festival, if you will, became another day of the festival.  Either way, it’s not like officers were sent to arrest Jesus on day 4 and then were still trying to arrest him on the last day and just couldn’t do it. The point of ordering the chapter this way is for suspense. But the climactic words of the chapter in vv.37-38 are the focus of this morning.
But a question I hope you are asking yourself is, “why is your first point from v.37 the world tries to satisfy our thirst?” Because it’s probably not clear at all simply from that text unless you know the background of the Feast of Booths...  
Here’s key background that one commentator gives...
Because the narrative immediately follows this important contextual detail with Jesus’s invitation to drink, a connection between the two must be exegetically significant. It is not just chronology being presented to the reader but deep symbolism, rooted in the symbol-laden Feast of Tabernacles. The connection is likely to be rooted in the critical ritual of the water-drawing ceremony, including the procession from the pool of Siloam to the temple in which both people and priests marched, after which the priests would pour out water and wine at the base of the altar. The water-drawing ceremony was not only part of the celebration of the Feast but was also connected to the provision (and securing) of rain. Since the Feast directly precedes the rainy season, this concluding ceremony was an expression of dependence on the divine miracle of rain—an essential component of life itself. Interestingly, like the confused superstition surrounding the healing pools of 5:1–18, numerous Jewish teachers and traditions made rain dependent upon the Feast and its festivities, possibly even primarily by means of the water-drawing ceremony.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Edward W. Klink III, John (ed. Clinton E. Arnold; Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament; Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2016), 374.] 


Hopefully you can see the point, but let me summarize. The Feast of Booths is a very significant feast for the Jews that looked back to God’s provision for them through the wilderness after being delivered from slavery in Egypt. One each day of the feast there was a special water drawing/pouring ceremony that was a feature of this feast...and sadly, the symbol of water pouring that should have been a reminder of their dependence on God for rain and provision had become a ritualistic, pagan kind ceremony where they could control and secure future blessings like rain through the ceremony. 
So this festival in many ways becomes an example of how the word tries to satisfy us through...

It tries through spiritualism
Spiritualism can have a lot meanings and definitions. But what I mean by spiritualism, is the belief that through rituals, spiritual experiences I can control the future and secure blessings.
There are plenty of bizarre and strange forms of spiritualism that are growing in popularity today. But for those in this room, I don’t think we need to be as concerned about those forms...I think we are more in danger of being like the Jews of Jesus day...we run the danger of taking things God has commanded or said in Scripture and doing them, but in a way that puts us in the drivers seat and our desires as front and center rather than God’s. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]A great book if you’ve never read it is With: Reimaging the Way we Relate to God (include picture) 
In the book he explains various ways that we wrongly relate to God and then tries unpack the correct way to relate to God.
One of the wrong postures or ways of relating to God that he describes, he calls “Life from God.” In that chapter he writes...
...the contemporary Western world is not primarily driven by ancient superstition or natural science. We live in an age driven by the economics of conspicuous consumption. To paraphrase Madonna, we live in a material world, and we are material girls. So when we look at the God inkblot, most contemporary people project their own consumer values and identities onto the divine. Christian Smith, a sociologist from the University of North Carolina, spent years studying the religious lives of teenagers. He concluded that most view God as a “combination divine butler and cosmic therapist.” God exists to help them through their problems and achieve what they desire. Smith said that those holding this view of God are “primarily concerned with one’s own happiness in contrast to focusing on glorifying God, learning obedience, or serving others.” When asked why most teens view God as a butler or therapist, Smith concluded it was because most of their parents hold the same understanding of God. (Jethani, With, pg. 62-63)
He goes on to say...
This is the essence of the LIFE FROM GOD posture—God exists to supply what we need or desire... The LIFE FROM GOD posture is so appealing because it doesn’t ask us to change. What we desire, what we seek, what we do, and how we live—all shaped by consumerism—are not disrupted. Our values and way of life are simply projected onto God and incorporated into a religious system in which we receive divine assistance to meet our desires. In this way LIFE FROM GOD is nothing more than consumerism with a Jesus sticker slapped on the bumper. (Jethani, With, pg. 64-65)
Now, when he says we don’t really have to change how we live, his point isn’t that we think we don’t have to go to church or tithe or read our Bible. We know we should do those things. But for the most part, if God interferes with our goals, our schedule our prosperity? Then we trump God.
Now in a lot of ways that’s not all that different from the secularisms promises...
It tries through secularism 
Secularism may try and remove God from the equation, but outcome is still very similar. We are looking for our satisfaction in things, and stuff and experiences of this world. 
The amount of things that our culture and this world offers to satisfy us is enormous...
· You can search for satisfaction in career success...
· You can search for satisfaction in entertainment, and sports and vacations...
· You can search for satisfaction in family relationships...
· You can search for satisfaction in the next gadget that promises to make your life easier and save you time...
· You can search for satisfaction in being financially secure and set for retirement...
· You can search for it in your health and your looks...
The list is endless...the only problem none of those things can satisfy...
There is Only One Answer to Our Thirst
John 7:37b – …Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me…
Now for most of us hearing that Jesus is the answer to our thirst and our satisfaction isn’t surprising. And hopefully it’s not surprising in a good way meaning you believe in Jesus, and you are finding your satisfaction in Jesus!
But perhaps it’s not surprising in a bad way...it might not be surprising to you because you don’t really have the foggiest idea what Jesus is really offering!
It’s like the famous CS Lewis quote,
“It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.” (CS. Lewis, Weight of Glory).
We are far too easily pleased...to put that in question form we could ask, “Are you thirsty?”
Are you thirsty?
The child making mudpies isn’t thirsty...he’s not interested in a holiday at the sea because he is content enough with the mud and doesn’t understand what is being offered to him. 
The offer that Jesus makes here goes out to a particular group of people...do you see it? 
· The offer is for anyone who...thirsts.
The offer is for anyone who is dry, who is unfulfilled, who is unsatisfied! If that’s you Jesus invites you to come and be filled, quenched and satisfied!
This is reminiscent of the great invitation in Isaiah...
Isaiah 55:1-2 – Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourself in abundance.
I mean who would refuse that offer!? Come buy wine and milk without money and without cost! Who would say no to that?...
· The majority of the world will say no to that! 
· Jesus said, “narrow is the way that leads to eternal life and few find it, but wide and broad is the way that lead to destruction and many are those who enter it!”
If we look carefully we can see why people refuse such a gracious, glorious offer to be satisfied and filled... 
One reason that people will refuse the offer to come and drink, is because people believe they know what it takes to be satisfied. In Isaiah there you see part of the problem in terms of money and bread...
· The invite is for those who have no money...
· But v.2 says, “Why do you spend your money...”
So that’s problem 1. People think they have the means, the money, the resources, in order to get what will satisfy them. They may be hungry, they may be thirsty, but they believe they know how to get satisfaction on their own.
· They may think they can do it through spiritualism or through secularism, but in the end they are trusting in themselves. 
Problem #2 though is also in v.2...”Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread?”
· So problem #1 is they think they have resources to get what will satisfy. 
· Problem #2 though is they think they know what will satisfy. They are buying what they think is bread...although the question reveals they aren’t buying bread!
· Or as the second question in v.2 puts it...”why do you labor for that which does not satisfy?” 
· They are deceived. Doubly deceived. And both of those lies will keep someone from taking Jesus up on the invite to drink and be satisfied.
So ask yourself those two questions:
1) Do you believe you have the means, the power, the skills, the knowledge, the money to get satisfaction? 
· If you’re answer is yes...then I hope what you’ll hear is that you need to repent of the self-sufficient pride that fuels that thinking.
· This is why salvation comes through faith alone, in Christ alone, by GRACE ALONE!
2) Do you believe you know what will satisfy you? And if you’re answer is Jesus AND...then there is a problem.
· I will be satisfied with Jesus AND a clean scan from the Dr...
· I will be satisfied with Jesus AND a promotion at work...
· I will be satisfied with Jesus AND getting married...
· I will be satisfied with Jesus AND a new job, or a new car, or you fill in the blank.
· I hope you’ll really examine yourself to see if you are asking for satisfaction in Jesus AND something...
If there is an AND, then if you’re a genuine believer you’re missing out on satisfaction that the Lord is offering to you! The heart of your Savior is to fill you up to overflowing with satisfaction in him! So confess, repent and find satisfaction in Christ alone...
If perhaps through those questions you recognize, I’ve never really trusted in Jesus. I’ve never relied on faith alone and grace alone. I’ve never genuinely believed that Christ is where my souls satisfaction is really found and it’s clear that my soul is trying to find satisfaction in this world then the answer is....
Go to Jesus!
The question is how? V.38 you see equates coming to Jesus and drinking with “believing.” 
· You see going to Jesus isn’t about a physical, geographical location. There is nothing magical about this building we are in...
· The way you go to Jesus is through faith, through belief in his Words! 
You will go to Jesus if two conditions are met: 1) you know and understand that you are unsatisfied and thirsty, AND 2) that you believe that Jesus is the only one that can give your soul the drink that will quench the desperate thirst you have! 
And the only reason you’d believe those 2 things is if you’ve heard the call and the words of Jesus that speak to your soul and your heart and reveal I am empty and Jesus has the answer and the power and the desire to fill my empty soul! 
I have always loved this passage and this promise of Jesus inviting us to be fully satisfied in him. I have loved it! But I have learned more about this passage that makes me love it even more!
Remember, Jesus is getting up and inviting them to come to him on the last and the great day of the feast...he does this intentionally because they’ve been celebrating and watching this water drawing ceremony take place for the last 7 days. Everyone would have been watching this happen...everyone would have been participating in this water pouring ceremony through singing, and responding to what was happening with liturgical responses. DA Carson explains what would be happening in his commentary...
On the seven days of the Feast, a golden flagon was filled with water from the pool of Siloam and was carried in a procession led by the High Priest back to the temple. As the procession approached the water gate   p 322  on the south side of the inner court three blasts from the šôp̄ār—a trumpet connected with joyful occasions—were sounded. While the pilgrims watched, the priests processed around the altar with the flagon, the temple choir singing the Hallel (Pss. 113–118; cf. Mishnah Sukkah 4:9). When the choir reached Psalm 118, every male pilgrim shook a lûlāḇ (willow and myrtle twigs tied with palm) in his right hand, while his left raised a piece of citrus fruit (a sign of the ingathered harvest), and all cried ‘Give thanks to the LORD!’ three times. The water was offered to God at the time of the morning sacrifice, along with the daily drink-offering (of wine). The wine and the water were poured into their respective silver bowls, and then poured out before the LORD.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  D. A. Carson, The Gospel according to John (The Pillar New Testament Commentary; Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; W.B. Eerdmans, 1991), 321–322.] 

Jesus on the last day...perhaps right after the spectacle of this ceremony gets up and addresses everyone in the temple...this would have been an enormous mass of people! Jesus is not the high priest running the ceremony...he’s not a priest or Levite who is working at the temple...and yet he gets up and “cries out.”
· The word for “cried out” there is used all over the NT talking about shouting out with a loud voice. It’s used when Jesus cries out with a loud voice and then offers up his Spirit to the Lord on the cross.
· So Jesus is making a real spectacle...and keep in mind the authorities were wanting to kill him!
· In that context, Jesus gets up an cries out to everyone and invites them...one commentator puts it this way...
In a moment hard to fathom in the presence of such a sacred feast and ceremony, God himself stood to address his people. Such a statement is not mere speech but can only be described in the language used of the prophets of God (see comments on v. 28). For the first time a prophet did not preface his address with, “Thus says the Lord,” for this prophet was the Prophet, the Word-of-God-become-flesh. And “this Feast” (see 7:8) and water-drawing ceremony belonged in their entirety to him.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Edward W. Klink III, John (ed. Clinton E. Arnold; Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament; Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2016), 374.] 

Oh I hope we grasp the significance of this...Jesus is not like other prophets, or messengers of God. He is God in the flesh and so whenever he speaks, it is the LORD speaking and he isn’t pointing the way to God, he is God and he invites people to come directly to him! 
In other places it’s not simply an invite...it’s a command. You only find salvation, life, and satisfaction in Christ alone or you don’t find it. Oh how I pray you are hearing the Savior call to you! Go to him!
Jesus Invites Us to Drink True Spiritual Water
John 7:37c-38a - “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me…
Belief in Jesus satisfies our soul
As we just have talked about going to Jesus, drinking from Jesus means believing in Jesus. 
But I want to pause and just consider the audacity of the claim that Jesus is making here...
· This is just like the claim that he makes in John 6...
John 6:48, 55 I am the bread of life...55 For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink.
Jesus is not claiming simply to have bread and drink that he can give...he claims he is the bread and the drink! 
Same thing here in v.38...Jesus isn’t offering to give a drink...he is offering himself as the drink! So to believe in Jesus is to drink Jesus himself!
· This claim is crazy and unless Jesus is God!
· His claim is I can satisfy every desire, every pleasure, every joy to the fullest!
If someone makes that kind of an offer...come to me and I will give you life. Believe in me and you’ll live forever...listen and believe in my words and every longing of your soul will be satisfied...you’d think they were insane!
· You wouldn’t consider that promise for a moment.
What Jesus is promising is that he is what will satisfy your soul completely and fully forever...Jesus never runs out...the satisfaction and pleasure in Jesus never dries up!
· There is nothing in this life that can deliver on a promise like that...
· Your favorite food would grow old and wearisome if that’s the only thing you had to eat the rest of your life.
· Your favorite book, your favorite game, your favorite song, your favorite pair of pants, your favorite anything grows old...it fades it wears out...the joy in it doesn’t last over time. Sometimes you find a renewed joy in those things after a time away from it...
Jesus is different! There is deep full satisfaction in Christ that doesn’t wear out, that doesn’t grow old and that fills people in places and circumstances that just confound the world! 
Philippians 4:10–13 for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. 12 I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. 13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
Have you experienced the satisfaction of Jesus when circumstances are hard? When there is suffering that lasts and lasts? Do you know the contentment and joy of being in Christ that goes beyond mere fleeting circumstances? 
That’s what Jesus is offering. Jesus is offering himself and you can have him through faith and belief in him. 
Now a word of warning to believers...
We can wander away from the Fountain
As believers we must daily fight against the flesh through power of Christ and his promises to not be lured and enticed away to find satisfaction in places other than Jesus. Heaven will be so, so, so incredibly sweet.
· The fight against sin will be done. The fight against wandering away from our Lord and Savior will be done. The temptation to fleeting pleasures will be dead forever! We will see with unveiled face and with absolute clarity that every pleasure and satisfaction is in the Lord and we will enjoy pleasure in him forever. 
· But in this life we must be on guard...
Jeremiah 2:11-13 – “Has a nation changed gods when they were not gods? But My people have changed their glory for that which does not profit. Be appalled, O heavens, at this, and shudder, be very desolate,” declares the Lord. For My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, to hew for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no water.
Backsliding from the fountain of living waters is a reality for genuine believers. If you have fallen into idolatry and have been looking for water and sustenance in things other than Jesus, do not believe the lies that your flesh and Satan are whispering!
· It’s not too late to turn back to the Jesus.
· Jesus delights in the repentance and turning of his people back to him. 
· Jesus doesn’t want you to wallow in your sin.
· Jesus doesn’t ask you to fix or clean yourself up at all first.
The heart of your Savior is gracious. He desires to give freely! 
Turn away from the cisterns you’ve built and that are broken and the pursuit of satisfaction in things that are not true spiritual drink. Turn back to Christ...but to turn back in repentance means 2 things...1) you forsake the structures you’ve built that are broken AND 2) the pursuit of things that cannot satisfy.
Repentance is not mere words...repentance recognizes, things like, “I’ve built a schedule that has no time for the Lord...I wake up and rush to get kids ready, then I rush off to work, then I come home and rush off to the next activity, and then I when kids are in bed I numb my mind with TV, or phone scrolling and then I do it again the next day.” 
· Repentance recognizes that to turn back to the Lord means turning back to him building my schedule in such a way that I am listening to and following Jesus. 
· It recognizes that pushing out any time for daily personal time with the Lord in His Word and prayer is seeking satisfaction in things that will never satisfy! 
So do not try and turn back to the Lord saying, “I’m unsatisfied would you please fulfill my life without me having to change anything.” That’s not repentance, and it doesn’t acknowledge that to truly see Jesus as satisfying, you must follow him in his way of life, which is characterized by 100% loyalty and devotion to do the will of his father.  
If you turn back to him in that way...the promise for you is...
Those Who Believe in Jesus will Overflow!
John 7:38-39 – He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
We’ve already hit on this, but the text emphasizes that from your innermost being rivers of living water will flow. It’s not from your circumstances that satisfaction and water will flow. It’s from within and that comes from belief in Jesus.
Jesus satisfies us fully 
Jesus said to the woman at the well in John 4...
John 4:14 – …whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.
That promise recalls promises in the OT that were looking forward and anticipating the blessings of the New Covenant that Jesus inaugurated with his death and resurrection.
Isaiah 58:11 – “And the Lord will continually guide you, and satisfy your desire in scorched places, and give strength to your bones; and you will be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water whose waters do not fail.
The Spirit’s fullness keeps us from wandering
Still he does not say that, on the first day, believers are so fully satisfied with Christ, that ever afterwards they neither hunger nor thirst; but, on the contrary, the enjoyment of Christ kindles a new desire of him. But the meaning is, that the Holy Spirit is like a living and continually flowing fountain in believers; as Paul also declares that he is life in us, (Rom. 8:10,) though we still carry about, in the remains of sin, the cause of death. And, indeed, as every one partakes of the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, according to the measure of his faith, we cannot possess a perfect fulness of them in the present life. But believers, while they make progress in faith, continually aspire to fresh additions of the Spirit, so that the first-fruits which they have tasted carry them forward to perpetuity of life. But we are also reminded by it, how small is the capacity of our faith, since the graces of the Spirit scarcely come into us by drops, which would flow like rivers, if we gave due admission to Christ; that is, if faith made us capable of receiving him. – John Calvin, Commentary on the Gospel according to John, 308–309.

Conclusion
· Those who recognize their thirst must go to Jesus. Those drinking out of cracked cisterns (Jer 2) must go back to the fountain – there they will find both forgiveness and fulfillment.
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