Intro – 

I. Consider What the World Views as Treasure
we have to put take ourselves back to the time of Christ and Zaccheus 
A. Jericho was a wealthy city
history & culture of Jericho
GEOGRAPHY 
· This is in a slightly different location than the OT Jericho with Joshua, the Israelites, and when God tore down the walls. 
· Jericho was about 15 miles NE of Jerusalem and 5 miles from the Jordan river 
· This was in something called the Jordan rift valley which sat below sea level 
· Highest elevation in Tippecanoe county is around mid 800s above sea level 
· Lowest elevation in Jericho is around mid 800s below sea level
· This change in air pressure along with being in the desert made it much warmer than some of the surrounding cities
· Multiple springs nearby that could provide water via aqueducts 
· Because of the water supply, the vegetation there was able to be lush 
· Also called the City of Palms 
· It is in some sense, an oasis
CULTURE 
· This geography made Jericho a somewhat resort like location for the wealthy 
· Herod built a palace and gardens here and often retreated to this location for the winter time. 
·  – trade center 
· Because of the climate, they could grow many date palm trees for food as well as balsam which was useful for medication. 
· This made Jericho a very wealthy city and also a trade center for the area
· – resort retreat – sanctuary for the rich  
This is where the wealthy and prosperous would often live and do business. 


B. Zaccheus was a chief tax collector
tax system in ancient empires 
· This was extremely ordinary in ancient empires 
· The problem was that the empire wanted taxes, but it didn’t want to be in charge of the bureaucracy to manage it. 
· Rome did not want an IRS that can keep track of everything 
· Rome simply wanted its cut of the profits and it didn’t really care too much about how that happened in the grand scheme of things. 
– tax contracts 
· Rome would farm out tax contracts 
· You would have to buy into a tax contract to be able to collect taxes from that jurisdiction for a certain period
· In some sense like a tollway 
· In other senses, more like a franchise
· The trick was, the tax collectors got to keep what was left over.
· Economics people, what does this incentivize tax collectors to do? 
· Collect more money than Rome required 
· That was one of the number one reasons why the tax collectors were hated. 
· Fraud was not the exception in those days, it was assumed. 
· The tax collecting system looked much more like organized crime than it looked like HR Block 
· And you know what else just made this system the worse, what kind of people did the Romans want to be their tax collectors? 
· The locals
· Speaks the language, knows the city, knows the people
– public shame/betrayal 
· This is why the entire system was one looked down on with disgust
· If you were a tax collector, you were a betrayer and a shameful thief 
· The tax collectors were paired with the prostitutes and the pagans
– the chief 
	- Zaccheus wasn’t your normal tax collector, he was the chief
	- This isn’t the guy who would be sitting at the booth collecting money. 
	- This was the mob boss 
	- This guy was the worst of the worst  
C. Zaccheus was wealthy, yet seeking
net worth 
· The text doesn’t tell us how rich he was but he was likely incredibly rich 
· Afterall, he was the head of the system in that area and he would take percentages off of what the other tax collectors collected. 

– the sycamore tree 
· This isn’t just to add to the story
· Not just for a children’s song 
· This would have been humiliating for someone with the wealth of Zaccheus 
· This shows Zaccheus’s desperation to see Jesus Christ
– riches don’t satisfy 
· Clearly, he came to the point where he realized all of his riches would not satisfy. 

– Jesus could satisfy 

II. Remember What Jesus Values

A. Jesus calls sinners
B. Jesus sees and calls Zaccheus by name (Luke 15:1-32)
He actively seeks 
He rejoices in repentance 
He finds joy in finding the lost
Remember the passage we studied just a month ago at the end of stewardship – Luke 15 
- The parable of the lost sheep and the 99
- The parable of the lost cost 
- The parable of the two sons 
God is a God who wants to save sinners and finds joy in saving sinners. 
This is the very thing that happens with Zaccheus 
The parables have come to life 
Zaccheus isn’t the only rich person in these few chapters of Luke 
C. Contrast the Rich Young Ruler’s Response (Luke 18:18-27)
turn to passage – 
it’s hard for the rich to go to heaven 
– it is possible with God 
You can almost hear the disciples “Well okay, if you say so.” 
D. Remember the pearl of great price (Matthew 13:44-45)
Matthew 13:44-45 - The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
Zaccheus sees the value of the kingdom of heaven over his own kingdom on earth

If you are here today and you’re not sure what it means to find this treasure in a field let me explain it to you here. 

FRAME THIS IN TERMS OF WHAT WE ARE SEEKING 

All of us are seeking satisfaction and fulfillment in something 
· Some in money – measure everything by dollar amount 
· Some in success and achievement – lose sleep and sacrifice family 
· Relationships – willing to do anything to get and keep acceptance 
· Marketing is all about this – if you try our product, you will be satisfied
The truth is, nothing in this world is going to quench the thirst you have because this is a hunger and thirst that only God can fulfill. 
This is something Zaccheus found out firsthand
But the good news of the gospel is that Christ can offer you eternal life, salvation, and a quench to your thirst. 
So much that you say you don’t need anything else in life. 
· Zaccheus didn’t sell everything, but he gave away much of what he had! Not because God commanded him to get rid of half his possessions, but because he no longer had any need for them! 
If you’re here today seeking after something that will satisfy you, can I ask, 
– what have you found better than Christ? 

There is nothing better! Talk to one of us after the service. 


III. Jesus Transforms Our Desires and the Direction of Our Lives
A. Jesus is not corrupted by Zaccheus
there is no clean up act prior to salvation – salvation by grace – all have sinned
B. Zaccheus is transformed
define repentance – a story of repentance (Devin) – a clear representation of repentance 
1. Care for the poor rather than defrauding others
others’ interests before his own – he understands what he has been given
2. Greater restitution than is required
the law required less – judged himself severely – relational reconciliation – where does your repentance need to change?  
C. Zaccheus received the gift of eternal life
salvation came to the most wicked – quality vs quantity – joy for the first time 

What does this have anything to do with Christmas? 
What riches bring you joy during Christmas time? – 
Conclusion – 

Do you know what the word Zaccheus means? It means righteous one. The one who is pure and innocent


The purpose of the incarnation was to seek and save the lost. To make those who are anything but righteous, pure, and clean, and innocent in His sight. 


Polishing to come later…
