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The Heart of Our Savior
Pursue True Riches in Christ
Luke 19:1-10

This Christmas season we have been focusing on the heart of our Savior. We see that He gives us a purpose, a mission that gives our lives great meaning. We see that he satisfies us, as the fountain of living water…we enjoyed the Christmas worship concert, and we see how Jesus provides a different hope than every other baby ever born.
And today as we continue to consider the Heart of our savior…we are going to see How the Lord wants us to pursue True riches in Christ, true wealth and that starts with coming into a saving relationship with Him,…you see the heart of our savior is to seek and to save that which is lost…and then we are able to experience what is truly valuable… and after salvation He transforms our life so we have a very different view of wealth and a very different view of what is truly valuable.
I want to start with a little history lesson…a little place with big walls called Jericho…this is the setting for our passage today….our main passage from Luke is about a little man called Zacheeus, with a great savior…now I have no idea why I was chosen to teach on Zaccheus…that is a mystery to me…but before we get to Luke 19…I just want to paint a picture of Jericho.
OT Jericho and NT Jericho were a little bit different….but going back before to OT time …Jericho is believed to be one of the oldest cities in the world…archeologist have uncovered over 20 different layers of settlement…the reason it is so strategic is that it’s location is really important. It is located in the lower Jordan Valley, west of the Jordan river….10 miles north of the dead sea. The city itself is 800 feet below sea level and about 3,500 feet below Jerusalem…which is only 17 miles away…that is why you go up to Jerusalem and down to Jericho…the good Samaritan in Luke 10:30 went down from Jerusalem to Jericho.
Why is this important, well this city in the bible is called the city of Palms…it has an abundance of palm trees…in a fairly baren land, this is lush in comparison as you have underground mountain springs feeding down to Jericho. This is also a strategic city as all the trade routes pass by Jericho both north and south as well as east and west….
After the exodus and wilderness wanderings…This was the first city that Joshua defeated…Many of you remember that the Israelites walked around the city and blew trumpets and the walls fell down…which reminds us that the Lord gives victory to His people through His strength often in contrast to traditional military exploits…. Also this is the city Where Rahab the harlot helped the spies and then later joined the people of God…the city was actually cursed in the bible by Joshua and if anyone rebuild it the curse says they will lose the lives of 2 of their sons, the oldest son for the foundation and the youngest son for the city gates and Jericho remained unoccupied until the time of the prophets Elijah and Elisha about 500 years later…until we read in 1 Kings 16 that Hiel of Bethel rebuilt the city, and in so doing his first born sin died and then His youngest son died in accordance with the curse.
Whether or not Hiel knew of the curse, the point is this was a costly city to rebuild…and moreover… this city is enticing…this city was a hub of wealth, luxury and prosperity.
Herod the great build a winter palace with gardens, baths and everything…. 
Not only were there palm trees there, but there were also balsam trees there
Balsam is a fragrant resin harvested by making small cuts in the bark of a rare plant/tree….this is used in perfumes, ointments, medicines, and temple anointing mixtures and also Egyptian embalming….it would have smelled like pine, cinnamon, and have some sweetness. (Point: it is really Valuable)
So When you think Jericho…think luxury, wealth, comfort and opulence…they have internal valuable resources, they have spring water in a desert region and they have abundant trade flowing through this city in all directions, and wealthy powerful leaders come and vacation here.
· What a great place for Jesus to show what is truly valuable…
So if you would, please follow along as I read Luke 19:1-10

With our time today, lets consider…
3 reminders that Jesus is the greatest treasure
I have already laid the ground work for this, but first off…
I. Consider What the World Views As Treasure
A. Jericho was a wealthy city
Another indicator this city was wealthy was the presence of beggars…there were often people begging on the road to Jerico….

Luke 18:35–43 -35 As Jesus was approaching Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the road begging. 36 Now hearing a crowd going by, he began to inquire what this was. 37 They told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. 38 And he called out, saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39 Those who led the way were sternly telling him to be quiet; but he kept crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 40 And Jesus stopped and commanded that he be brought to Him; and when he came near, He questioned him, 41 “What do you want Me to do for you?” And he said, “Lord, I want to regain my sight!” 42 And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” 43 Immediately he regained his sight and began following Him, glorifying God; and when all the people saw it, they gave praise to God. 

I am constantly amazed at the bibles account of those who are blind see the most clearly…blind people often are the ones who see Jesus most accurately…they see with the eyes of faith, trusting him even though they can’t see him…think about people in a city surrounded by beauty and opulence…and Bartimaeus is the one commended for His faith in Jesus.
Think about Zaccheus who wanted to see Jesus…but we will see that it is Jesus who seeks out Zaccheus and changes His life.

B. Zaccheus was a chief tax collector
Luke 19:2 - There was a man called by the name of Zaccheus, he was a chief tax collector and he was rich.
The name Zaccheus is related to a Hebrew verb Zakah, which means pure, innocent, clean, or righteous…this is a bit of a misnomer as Zaccheus was anything but… 

· Tax Collectors were placed in the same category as murderers and robbers in Hebrew culture. They could overcharge, invent new taxes, seize valuable cargo, accept bribes to minimize taxes on some, etc.…

· Not only this, but Zaccheus was a chief tax collector…he was even more despised as he oversaw other tax collectors etc.….

· Jericho was a wealthy town with trade routes all around…so there were a lot of tax opportunities…hence a chief tax collector with other tax collectors that Zaccheus oversaw.

· A Tax collector had to buy the rights to this position…you had to pay Rome to be able to operate as a tax collector, to procure taxes for Rome….it is kind like how a Franchise model works with a restaurant…if you want to operate a McDonalds you have to pay a franchise fee, you pay rent and then McDonalds gets a cut of the profits…the difference here is that soldiers don’t force you to eat at McDonalds…but Roman soldiers enforced you to pay roman taxes.

· …so being a tax collector it is something he is doing voluntarily because it is so lucrative….there is often a customs tax at the city gates, to cross borders, bridges, etc.…and you can basically tax things in a city in whatever way you want and then give Rome its share and keep the rest. And you usually use roman soldiers to enforce your customs….

· Tax collectors are hated, and they were not to be associated with….even the word used in the text for man in the text is not the normal word for man (Anthropos), but it is word used much less for a man…the word is “aner” possibly even indicating how disreputable this man was.

C. Zaccheus was wealthy, yet seeking
Luke 19:3-4 - Zaccheus was trying to see who Jesus was, and was unable because of the crowd, for he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see Him, for He was about to pass through that way. 

· Zaccheus was a big man behind soldiers, but a small man in stature…He was at the top of the tax trade but he could not see over people he was extorting..…He is small in the crowd and he may even be at a bit of risk to go and try to see Jesus….and we see him high up in a tree, a

· A sycamore tree in the ancient near east is no the same thing as a north American sycamore…an American sycamore can grow to be 75-100 feet tall…whereas a Middle eastern Sycamore tree or fig tree is about 30-40 feet tall, and it is usually planted by roads, and it is a wide spreading tree, providing lots of shade and it is easy to climb.

· The text says Zaccheus was trying to see Jesus for some time…we do not know what his motivation was….

· Some commentators reference earlier in Luke chapter 5 where Jesus calls the tax collector Levi….

· Luke 5:27–32 -27 After that He went out and noticed a tax collector named Levi sitting in the tax booth, and He said to him, “Follow Me.” 28 And he left everything behind, and got up and began to follow Him. 29 And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and there was a great crowd of tax collectors and other people who were reclining at the table with them. 30 The Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with the tax collectors and sinners?” 31 And Jesus answered and said to them, “It is not those who are well who need a physician, but those who are sick. 32 “I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” 

Now when Jesus calls Levi and eats with all these tax collectors it is in a different town than Jericho, but perhaps word has spread that Jesus eats with Tax collectors and sinners…we don’t know why Zaccheus is wanting to see Jesus, but he is curious for sure….

The text says he is wealthy….yet he is braving the crowd, and finds a way to see Jesus from a distance…He has all the comforts a luxury city like Jericho had to offer…why did he want to see Jesus….we don’t know, but I think it is safe to assume that wealth does not quench the deep longing our souls experience…Zaccheus was looking for something more…and he was about to get more than he bargained for.

I think it is good as we have learned about Jericho and Zaccheus to remember that this is primarily about Jesus….Jesus is the hero of this story, He is the Hero of the bible, and as we read this narrative, we must…

II. Remember What Jesus Values
A. Jesus calls sinners

Jesus eats with Tax collectors, talks to women at the well who has had 5 husbands, he eats with sinners…

He finds presumably the most hated person in Jericho and singles Him out…this is Jesus’ heart on display..this is our Lord and savior….Zaccheus is seeking to see Jesus…Jesus is seeking to save Zacchaeus.

Notice how purposeful Jesus is….

B. Jesus sees and calls Zaccheus by name

Luke 19:5–6 -5 When Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, “Zaccheus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” 6 And he hurried and came down and received Him gladly. 

That must have been a shock for Zacheus to be called by name…Jesus the guy I can’t even see, the guy I can’t even get close to the guy I have to climb a tree to get a glimpse of…the guy my wealth can’t get me close to….This guy is calling me by name….

It reminds me when Jesus greets Nathanael and Nathanael is amazed that Jesus knew who he was….Jesus is purposeful...He has a mission…this is also unique because there are no other examples where Jesus invites himself over…it would have been a bit improper to just invite yourself over, but Jesus is on a mission to seek and save that which is lost.

This reminds me of Jesus calling the disiples….it is not normal for a Rabbi to seek out their own students…normally the students seek out the rabbi, but Jesus seeks and calls people…..Zaccheus had wealth, and a position he could leverage for power, but the King of the universe sought Him out personally.

Notice the authority and the sense of urgency…and Zaccheus humble and immediate response…. 

The sentence describing Zaccheus response is only 7 words in the original language...4 of the 7 words are verbs….“hurried,” “came down,” “received,” “rejoiced….there is a lot of action in just a short amount of text….

How this chief tax collector responds to the chief shepherd is striking….So often we see how Jesus calls people and we see them respond immediately…they don’t say let me hang up my jacket, let me go grab a drink of water…most people recorded in the bible respond to his personal invite in a powerful way…

Zaccheus hurried , came down, received Jesus, and rejoiced…..Zaccheus did not run the numbers….He got out of the tree and rejoiced…

That word rejoiced…When we studied Luke 15…the parable of the Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, and Lost brothers we see that same word repeated over and over….Rejoicing when what was lost is found…and here we have Zaccheus rejoicing….he is not concerned about Jesus rebuking Him, he is overjoyed that Jesus wants to be with Him.
Is that your response to Jesus…that You are overwhelmed not by your guilt and shame, but by Jesus love and pursuit of you….

Do you have the proper response each day, that Jesus love for you is more valuable than anything else…and you want to rejoice as you orient your life around Him….Is he most valuable to you….Your joy will often reveal what is most important to you, 
Just as it says in Matthew 6:21 -21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
If you just back up in the book of Luke a few chapters you see a very different response….
B. Contrast the Rich Young Ruler’s Response (Luke 18:18-27)

Another wealthy person had recently come to Jesus…comes right up to Jesus and asks what he must do to inherit eternal life….such a strange question…what must I do to get something I can’t earn…The rich young ruler says he has kept all the commandments, and Jesus says 

Luke 18:22–23 -22 When Jesus heard this, He said to him, “One thing you still lack; sell all that you possess and distribute it to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 23 But when he had heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 

The issue was not simply that he was rich…the issue is that he did not have eyes to see Jesus’ worth being greater than anything else….He did not believe Jesus was worth everything…and Jesus turns to the disciples and explains how hard it is to see true riches in this world….

Luke 18:24-25 - And Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”
It is easy to trust our own resources…it is easy to trust our own goodness…it is hard to adopt Jesus value system where He is the very center and He defines what is valuable….but Jesus is constantly seeking to help us redefine what is truly valuable….
D. Remember the pearl of great price (Matthew 13:44-45)
Matthew 13:44-45 - The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
Is that how you view your salvation…That your relationship with Jesus is so valuable that it overshadows everything else that this world says is valuable…are you willing to prioritize Christ above everything else…and adopt His view of what is important, what is valuable.
All the religious leaders are grumbling…but Zaccheus is rejoicing….we see that Jesus calls Zaccheus and there is clear and obvious change in Zaccheus life…
You see…

III. Jesus Transforms Our Desires and the Direction Of Our Lives
A. Jesus is not corrupted by Zaccheus
Jesus heals lepers, and is not infected by lepers…Jesus easts with sinners, and never sins….Jesus is the one who reveals our great need and addresses our great need…He is not in danger of entering the tax collector business. By calling Zaccheus to Himself He is going to make Zaccheus pure and righteous…not just in name, but in God’s eyes….
1 John 1:7 - …if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
He will no longer be a cast off, but will be called a son of Abraham….someone who is justified by their faith in God’s plan of salvation.
When a person gets saved, there must be a transformation….John MacArthor once said that the only evidence of salvation is a transformed life…We can make a profession of faith…we can say the correct words…but the reality is over time a transformed life reveals if our faith is genuine or if our faith was in vain and disingenuous.
We see that…
C. Zaccheus is transformed

We see a ….
1. Care for the poor rather than defrauding others
Luke 19:8 - Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I will give to the poor…”
This is something the rich young ruler was unwilling to do…it was not worth it to follow Christ….The rich young ruler wanted to follow Christ on his won terms and by his own definition of goodness…Zaccheus followed Christ on the basis of responding to Jesus gracious call to save a sinful tax collector.
This resulted in a changed life….the changed life is revealed in
2. Greater restitution than is required
Luke 19:8 - Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four times as much.”
1. Standard Restitution (Most Common Cases) - Repay what was taken + 20% (one-fifth).
This was the normal requirement when someone voluntarily confessed or was caught but not violently stealing livestock.

· Leviticus 6:1–5 — principal + 20%
· Numbers 5:6–7 — principal + 20%
· Example: If you stole $100 worth of grain, you paid $120 back.

2. Higher Restitution for Livestock Theft - Double (2x) Restitution
· - Required for most cases of property theft that were proven in court.
· - Exodus 22:4, 7, 9 — double restitution
· - Example: Steal a sheep, return two sheep. (like we are playing settlers of Catan)

3. Fourfold or Fivefold Restitution (Severe Cases)

· This was the maximum level—reserved for stealing livestock and killing or selling it.
· Exodus 22:1
· Stealing and killing/selling an ox → 5x restitution
· Stealing and killing/selling a sheep → 4x restitution
· An Ox was more valuable than a sheep so it had higher level of restitution

POINT – Zaccheus would have fit into the normal restitution since it was not livestock…yet he places himself in a higher level of restitution. He must see something extremely valuable of Jesus being willing to dwell with Him and draw near to Him….

Is the Chrsitina life where we only do the very least of what is required, or do we want to live for Jesus in a generous way where we give our very lives for His glory….do we go above and beyond to glorfy His name because He is worth that and more…

also this change comes after Jesus calls him down and goes to his house, not as some grand gesture to entice Jesus to come to be with him…. Like he was try to earn Jesus’ favor….this is in response to Jesus grace and calling.
I think a good passage that personifies this is…

Philippians 3:8 - More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ…
Maybe you were not called out of a sycamore tree…maybe you were not called out of conducting a Ponzi scheme and defrauding 1000s of people...but each of us has significant guilt and shame…each of us has broken the 10 commandments in a variety of ways throughout our life…we all were once far off from God….and many of us were not seeking him out of curiosity and He sought us out…he pursued us and he called us by his grace and mercy….
I just want to encourage you to not lose sight of the value of Jesus calling in your life…make sure you evaluate what you have been finding joy in…what do you think is valuable…is it the comfort and pleasure of this world or is it the valuing of being a part of God seeking to save the lost…
If you have never responded to Jesus call in your life…do not delay…hurry, come down welcome him and rejoice like Zacchareus…
The gospel message is for you personally…he may not be calling your name, but he knows the number of hairs on your head…he knew how you were knit together in your mothers womb…he knows your first day and your last day….and today is the day of salvation….I want to encourage you to respond like Zacheus and not the rich young ruler….if you have questions about the Gospel….about God salvation…please reach out to one of the pastors so you too can receive the gift of eternal life….
This story ends in a way the helps us focus again on the heart of Jesus…
C. Zaccheus received the gift of eternal life
Luke 19:10 - And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
Zaccheus just wanted to see Jesus….Jesus instead saved Zacheeus….You may be here just sort of checking Jesus out….but The Lord may be calling you today, and he does not want to just come eat with you, he wants to take up residence in your heart and be the most valuable treasure in your life.
If you are a follower of Christ….make sure you rejoice in your salvation each day…and be sure to humbly ask yourself and others around you if your life reflects a radical change in direction…has Jesus transformed your life and is it clear to all those around You that Jesus is more valuable than anything else.
May we have eyes to see that Jesus is the true riches we long for….may our lives clearly reflect that.
Lets pray.
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