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Intro
· *transition from O Come O Come Emmanuel 
· In this season where we remember Emmanuel – God WITH us – we’re focusing in on The Heart of Our Savior
· We’re taking one aspect of Jesus from each gospel to investigate
· 2 weeks ago, Aaron started us off in Mark where Jesus gives us our mission: we’re called to be fishers of men
· This morning, our feature of Christ’s heart comes from John’s gospel in chapter 7 (please turn there)
· In this passage, Jesus calls us to Receive Satisfaction from the Fountain of Living Water
· This beckoning of Christ isn’t without competition, however… 
· My four older boys LOVE watching football with me
· We go into our basement and watch while we play football, simultaneously 
· We’ve only broken a couple things – at least, on the record, that mama’s aware of
· Fortunately, no bones on that list of broken items
· But it’s dangerous to watch football in November and December with kids
· And not because of the halftime shows, or the macho guys in the stands without shirts, or even the fact that they can basically pick up every word spoken on the field these days (and not every time they use God’s name is in praise and worship, surprisingly) 
· No—it’s dangerous to watch football in this season because of the COMMERCIALS
· What’s the point of a commercial?
· They’re trying to sell you something—insurance, or drugs, or food, or worst of all: TOYS
· There’s an implicit promise that comes with each advertisement
· If you go with our insurance, we’ll cover everything and you’ll never be in want
· If you take our drug, all your problems will go away and you’ll be able to have fun at the beach every day without any problems EVER
· Our food is better than all other food and you can have it your way; because it’s finger-licking good; so you’ll be able to eat fresh; and when you’re here, you’re family; allowing you to live mas; because we have the meats – in short, you’ll be lovin’ it
· But worst of all, toy commercials promise something that resonates deep into the human soul
· How do I know this to be the case?
· Because of the response that it conjures up in my children 
· But don’t think we’re off the hook – there are “toys” for us as well
· Car commercials, makeup commercials, power tool commercials – commercials for STUFF
· Humanity has caught onto something, and it’s particularly exploited at this time of year
· We WANT
· You and I have a longing – one that Scripture often equates to thirst
· And the fact of the matter is… 
Text
· (*DON’T READ) John 7:37-39 – 37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

I. This World Tries to Satisfy Our Thirst
· The commercialization of Christmas time isn’t an anomaly or unique to our generation
· Religious ceremonies have been overlooking the main point since religious ceremonies have existed
· Our text begins… 
· John 7:37a – Now on the last day, the great day of the feast… 
· Which feast might this be?
· Let’s take a look earlier in the passage to gain that context:
· John 7:1-2 – After these things Jesus was walking in Galilee, for He was unwilling to walk in Judea because the Jews were seeking to kill Him. Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was near.
· *Feast of Booths explanation (without mentioning the need for water just yet) 
· Jesus goes up to the festival and begins to teach publicly:
· John 7:19-20 – “Did not Moses give you the Law, and yet none of you carries out the Law? Why do you seek to kill Me?” The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who seeks to kill You?”
· But then a couple of verses later, listen to what’s recorded… 
· John 7:25-26 – So some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, “Is this not the man whom they are seeking to kill? Look, He is speaking publicly, and they are saying nothing to Him. The rulers do not really know that this is the Christ, do they?...”
· That’s the question
· Is it possible that the religious leaders, carrying out their religious duties, at their religious temple, had missed the point??
· This world tries to satisfy us, and… 
· A. It tries through spiritualism
· What do I mean by spiritualism?
· There is something undeniable about the longing of the soul…
· We perceive it when we’re deprived of something—like community, or love, or purpose
· We see this longing when we get a glimpse of satisfaction as well: like when we see justice carried out, or when we’re in a season of peace, and so forth
· In an attempt to manufacture its own faux satisfaction, different camps of belief present alternative practices, leaders to follow, gods to worship, rituals, or experiences
· Is Christianity the only religion in this world?
· Absolutely not – and all of them have a soteriology (*explain) 
· The spiritualism that the religious leaders of Jesus day were practicing was no different – they sought to present themselves as independently fulfilling through their own piety and rituals
· The Feast of Booths – at least, as THEY were carrying it out – was no exception
· On the seven days of the Feast, a golden flagon was filled with water from the pool of Siloam and was carried in a procession led by the High Priest back to the temple. As the procession approached the water gate on the south side of the inner court three blasts from the šôp̄ār—a trumpet connected with joyful occasions—were sounded. While the pilgrims watched, the priests processed around the altar with the flagon, the temple choir singing the Hallel (Pss. 113–118; cf. Mishnah Sukkah 4:9). When the choir reached Psalm 118, every male pilgrim shook a lûlāḇ (willow and myrtle twigs tied with palm) in his right hand, while his left raised a piece of citrus fruit (a sign of the ingathered harvest), and all cried ‘Give thanks to the LORD!’ three times. The water was offered to God at the time of the morning sacrifice, along with the daily drink-offering (of wine). The wine and the water were poured into their respective silver bowls, and then poured out before the LORD. – D. A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, 321-322. 
· What’s the deal with all the water?
· If you’re wandering around the wilderness for a generation and a half, what do you want or need more than anything? (WATER)
· And God was faithful to provide for the millions of Hebrews that wandered in the wilderness those 40 years
· Water was a central element of the feast because God faithfully provided the most essential element, while in the midst of the hardest place to find it, and did it for a very long time
· But that wasn’t what the religious leaders of the time where pointing the masses to – they were practicing spiritualism 
· How do I know the religious leaders were carrying out the feast in a disordered way?
· Because the One who should have been SOUGHT OUT to be WORSHIPED during the feast was instead HUNTED to be KILLED!
· If you hold a birthday party for a friend and over half the people you invite to the event are trying to kill the man of the hour, is it really a birthday party at that point??
· Spiritualism always promises to satisfy – like carrying around pitchers of water – but their full of holes and empty, because only One can restore and fill
· But not all men and women will acknowledge the spiritual longing that we’ve been talking about
· Others will offer satisfaction… 
· B. It tries through secularism 
· This way of thinking still acknowledges a lack within our person, but denies our spiritual reality
· This denial, paired with an understanding of our innate need, is summed up well by one of secularism’s prominent proponents, Stanley Kubrick:
· “The most terrifying fact about the universe is not that it is hostile but that it is indifferent. … However vast the darkness, we must supply our own light.” - Stanley Kubrick
· *explain further? 
· So how does it seek to satisfy, if not through rituals, practices, or gods?
· What is this “light” that secularism seeks to provide?
· It calls us to find satisfaction in our jobs, in entertainment, in sports, in relationships, in sex, in power, in convenience, in vacations, in status, in STUFF
· And don’t get me wrong, there is a glimmer of light in what the world offers – but it’s all borrowed light from the very Creator it denies!
· Brothers and sisters, the truth is… 
II. There is Only One Answer to Our Thirst
· During this last day of the feast… 
· John 7:37b – …Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me…
· That word for crying out – κράζω – is seen in some very intense moments in Scripture
· It’s used to describe demons shrieking, the disciples when they thought they were going to die, desperate men and women pleading for Jesus’s healing and salvation, and it’s even used to describe the very last utterance of Christ from the cross
· This was not a subtle remark on the final day of the feast, but a piercing appeal 
· And it was the least selfish thing He could have possibly done
· That’s not the case for you or me, correct?
· When we call attention to ourselves – especially in this way – it’s (rightly) seen as self-centered and unloving
· Everybody look at me! Everybody come to me! Everybody believe in me!
· Why is it selfish and unloving for us, and yet selfless and immensely loving for Him?
· Because He’s ACTUALLY the main point…
· And when you and I go to Him, we find total satisfaction for our souls
· But He phrases it in a curious way – He’s almost asking a question of those in attendance… 
· A. Are you thirsty?
· Why “if”? “IF anyone is thirsty…”
· Didn’t we already establish that you and I ARE thirsty, along with everyone else in the world?
· Jesus isn’t questioning whether you and I are thirsty—He’s testing our awareness of this deep longing
· Those who don’t think they’re thirsty will never go to Jesus
· If you’re trying to get your fill of spiritualism, thinking THAT will satisfy, you won’t acknowledge your thirst and run to the only source of fulfillment
· If the trapping of secularism have you distracted from the deepest longings of your soul, you won’t admit that the empty pangs that come in quiet moments point to an existence that was created to find its meaning in something infinite and eternal
· In short, if you don’t admit your thirst, you’ll never do anything to quench it
· Jesus is talking to… 
· Isaiah 55:1-2 – Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourself in abundance.
· What is the invitation? 
· B. Go to Jesus!
· I know the passage we’re using this morning says “if anyone is thirsty, let him come and drink…”
· But in the Greek, COME and DRINK are both imperatives
· Jesus is saying: if you’re thirsty, COME! DRINK!
· Are YOU thirsty? Go to Jesus! (*invitation – there is no cost – He paid it all)  
· Unlike the offering of the world that can never satisfy… 
III. Jesus Invites Us to Drink True Spiritual Water
· John 7:37c-38a - “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me…
· If Jesus just said, “if anyone is thirst, let him come to Me and drink,” and that was all, what’s the question each of us would have?
· What does it mean to “drink” of Jesus?
· By God’s grace, He goes on the explain what it looks like to come and drink… 
· A. Belief in Jesus satisfies our soul
· What does it mean to “drink” of Jesus?
· There was another gal who had a similar question, and it provides us with an example… 
· John 4:7-15 – There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. Therefore the Samaritan woman said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” She said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well is deep; where then do You get that living water?...” Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst…” The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all the way here to draw.”
· Jesus goes on to explain the purpose of worship to this Samaritan woman – and then do you recall how it ends?
· John 4:24-26, 39-42 – God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ); when that One comes, He will declare all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He…” From that city many of the Samaritans believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, “He told me all the things that I have done.” So when the Samaritans came to Jesus, they were asking Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. Many more believed because of His word; and they were saying to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world.”
· The woman and those she told about Jesus had all found the Fountain of living water and were DRINKING
· When we’ve COME to Him (which I take to mean an admission of Lordship – HE is the only One we can go to for life), we are to believe in Him…
· THAT’s what in means to “drink”… 
· Trusting in His promises is water for our soul
· Placing our life and purpose into His Hands is like drinking from a firehose – only it doesn’t kill you
· Enjoying His presence is like diving into a fresh and endless stream in a parched land
· Living for Jesus is like standing under the force of a waterfall 
· Your soul is thirsty, and it’s thirsty for Jesus
· It takes a lifetime to practice believing in Him, and some moments are admittedly harder than others
· It’s hard to “drink” of Jesus when it feels like something else is slaking our thirst 
· It’s also hard to “drink” of Jesus when we feel like our thirst is beyond quenching – like when the dry and weary land feels especially oppressive 
· In times like this, we see that you and I… 
· B. We can wander away from the Fountain
· I wish I could say that each of us who go to Jesus and drink never wander from His side
· But we see from both Scripture and personal experience that unwavering faithfulness to Christ is simply not our tendency 
· Jeremiah 2:11-13 – “Has a nation changed gods when they were not gods? But My people have changed their glory for that which does not profit. Be appalled, O heavens, at this, and shudder, be very desolate,” declares the Lord. For My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, to hew for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no water.
· What’s a cistern? (*explain + the nature of water from a cistern) (3 pictures of cisterns)
· Notice the volition—the intentionality behind these cisterns
· (Victoria – could you add the Jeremiah 2 passage once again so it’s both before and after the 3 pictures of cisterns?)
· The Lord doesn’t say that we go off looking for broken cisterns—He says that you and I are making them! 
· Here’s a hard word, Christian friends: when we wander away from Jesus, we have no one to blame but ourselves
· “I have no time in my schedule for spending time with Jesus!”
· If you and I are hewing out cisterns for ourselves, what’s the more accurate way of phrasing that?
· “I’ve allowed no time in my schedule for Jesus and I’m busy building all sorts of other things that promise to satisfy” 
· The excuses from wandering from Jesus are endless though… 
· “I can’t help that I’m so distracted!”
· Or
· “it’s impossible for me to break this habit!” 
· If you believe you’re passively “falling” into cracked cisterns, and not actively building them yourself, then you’ll find it exceedingly more difficult to go to Jesus and DRINK!
· But even when we wander, God invites us to return… 
· Isaiah 12:1-3 – Then you will say on that day, “I will give thanks to You, O Lord; for although You were angry with me, Your anger is turned away, and You comfort me. Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation.” Therefore you will joyously draw water from the springs of salvation.
· If you’re currently in a cistern of your own making, Jesus has only one thing to say to you: IF, you’re thirsty, come and drink!!
· Like, NOW!
· He doesn’t expect us to get it all together before coming to Him—He knows we’ll be coming thirsty
· And He wants us to simply acknowledge that we’ve wandered to go build our own cisterns, smash the wretched thing, and go to Jesus!
· There’s an amazing promise for all who do: 
IV. Those Who Believe in Jesus will Overflow!
· The passage concludes with an explanation of what will happen to the one who goes to Jesus and believes in Him… 
· John 7:38-39 – He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
· God puts His Fountain right in the center of our soul in the form of His indwelling Spirit
· There is never a single second in a Christian’s life where he or she is incapable of communing with God and drinking deeply of Him (*repeat) 
· *if time, talk about “draw near” from Hebrews
· And because we’re not alone… 
· A. Jesus satisfies us fully 
· Looking back to Jesus’s promise to the woman at the well, He says… 
· John 4:14 – …whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.
· When you get a taste of the water from the cracked cistern, what do you always want? MORE!
· But what happens to water in a cistern, and what happens when that cistern is cracked? (it goes bad, and it runs out)
· When you get a taste of water from the Fountain of Christ, what do you always want? MORE
· Have you thought about that?
· And yet, this desire for MORE of Jesus is diametrically different from what you experience in the cracked cistern
· While you’re wanting more of Him, He’s filling you up to a greater measure
· Our want for Him will never exceed His provision for us
· So let me very briefly explain what I like to call the “disappointment gap” (*explain)
· The Lord, however… 
· Isaiah 58:11 – “And the Lord will continually guide you, and satisfy your desire in scorched places, and give strength to your bones; and you will be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water whose waters do not fail.
· He will always satisfy, and… 
· B. The Spirit’s fullness keeps us from wandering
· The best way to ensure we don’t wander from the Fountain is to keep drinking from it
· In John 15, Jesus calls us to abide in Him, as a branch abides in a vine
· In John 6, Jesus calls Himself the bread of life, providing all we could ever need
· And in John 14, Jesus promises that He will not leave us as orphans, but will come to us and make His home within us
· God in us keeps us from wandering from Him, and it’s only when we break that fellowship and start hewing cisterns that we find ourselves thirsty once more
· Commentator John Calvin summarizes much of what we’ve discussed on this passage in his own work on John 7: 
· “Still he does not say that, on the first day, believers are so fully satisfied with Christ, that ever afterwards they neither hunger nor thirst; but, on the contrary, the enjoyment of Christ kindles a new desire of him. But the meaning is, that the Holy Spirit is like a living and continually flowing fountain in believers; as Paul also declares that he is life in us, (Rom. 8:10,) though we still carry about, in the remains of sin, the cause of death. And, indeed, as every one partakes of the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, according to the measure of his faith, we cannot possess a perfect fulness of them in the present life. But believers, while they make progress in faith, continually aspire to fresh additions of the Spirit, so that the first-fruits which they have tasted carry them forward to perpetuity of life. But we are also reminded by it, how small is the capacity of our faith, since the graces of the Spirit scarcely come into us by drops, which would flow like rivers, if we gave due admission to Christ; that is, if faith made us capable of receiving him.” – John Calvin, Commentary on the Gospel according to John, 308–309.
· Jesus is calling
· Go to Him, and DRINK!
Conclusion
· PRAY
