2

Christ’s Care for Our Families
November 9, 2025

We started Stewardship month last week thinking about how Christ cares for our hearts. We know that he is a gentle and loving Shepherd, a rock and fortress, and near to the brokenhearted. When we define “heart” as our inner man, our control center, and the seat of our emotions, it is not difficult to see his care all over the Bible. 
· We learned about his care for our hearts in offering peace through the gospel, in locating us on Grace street, in using trials, hardship, and suffering to give us godly hope that never disappoints, and his gift of the Holy Spirit. 

I hope the 5-day devotional helped you think about additional ways Christ cares for you.
· Just as God’s disposition toward his people is characterized and dominated by grace, I hope that Faith Church’s disposition toward God is characterized by love and service.

Last week we asked all of you to do 3 things this month.
1. Do the stewardship devotional. It will help you and it will reinforce our theme of Celebrating Christ’s Care that we want to properly steward this year.
2. Attend the stewardship celebration. We want to have a party together and I hope it flows out of a heart for Jesus.
3. Memorize the 4 principles of stewardship. These 4 principles have helped us for 40 years put our priorities in the right place. We did not sign up for an easy life, but for a life that counts.

Four Principles of Stewardship
1. God owns everything, you own nothing.
2. God entrusts you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given; He wants you to increase it.
4. God can call you into account at any time, and it may be today.

After choosing the theme of Fixing our Hearts on Jesus we thought we ought to celebrate the various ways he cares. 
· Hebrews taught us how awesome he is. But we also wanted to stress that this awesome, transcendent Jesus – the one who makes covenants with all his people, the one who mediates our relationship with the father, the one who replaces the entire priestly system as the great and merciful high priest – (as big and awesome as he is) is also immanent (that means with us) and cares for our us.

The last 7 days we have thought about Christ’s care for our hearts. Now we want to spend this week thinking about Christ’s care for our families.

I started preparing this message by asking myself the question, “How has Christ Cared for my family?” What has been my experience of Jesus’ care for our lives, our marriage, our relationship together, and our children. As soon as I started writing about one way, another way came to mind. I want to share a few of them.
· The Lord has faithfully led us. 
· We grew up in Ohio, moved to Pennsylvania for seminary, then to Lafayette and this church, then to Frankfort, and back to Lafayette where we have been ever since. We could not have asked for anything better.
· The Lord put us in a wonderful community to raise a family and in a church where we could grow in our relationship with each other and Jesus.
· The Lord has blessed us with vacations and special trips with our children through ministry opportunities that I could never have imagined. 
· I have taken Joe to Brazil, Stephanie to the Dominican Republic (that is where she wants to work in the kingdom), all of them to Romania, and Mackenzie to Bolivia. Each of those trips has been valuable for their Christian walk and for our relationship. I never imagined travelling outside the US period, let alone being able to impact my children with trips like this.
· Our first trip out west was connected to a ministry opportunity that I could never have imagined.
· The Lord spared my life through Stephanie’s concern. 
· In 2011 Stephanie was concerned about a mole on my skin. It turned out to be melanoma. They cut it out, twice, and sent me on my way. By God’s grace it was caught so early that it was nothing. No chemo, no radiation, no medication … just a scalpel, stiches, and a warning to stay out of the sun. Yet one physician told me that if this had not been caught, I would have been dead in 5 years.
· This allowed us to raise our children to adulthood together. It gave my children their dad during formative years of their growth.
· The Lord gave each of our sons a wonderful wife who loves them and us. 
· The Lord used all sorts of people, places, trials, blessings to make these matches. 
· The Lord did not owe us that and yet his love and care poured out richly over us.
· The Lord has given us people around us to teach, encourage, challenge, and instruct our children along the way. 
· Parents are first responsible, but it is so helpful when others come and reinforce what you are communicating.

I could go on and on and on. 
· Darrell did a wonderful job talking about the Lord’s care for him, Luke, and Emma during the most difficult time of their life. He could have said more about Christ’s care for his family beyond the events of the last year if we had not limited him to 500 words. 

I hope later today you will answer the question for yourself. I hope during the next 5 days as you read the devotionals, you will think about the many ways Christ, our Messiah, has cared for your family.

The sermon is not just a testimony.  That led me to a slightly different question, How has Christ cared for all families? Or what might be some fundamental teaching that, at least in part, led to all those blessings? Or what does the Word say are promises that any family can cling to? The more I thought and wrote, the more ideas I had. But I settled on 4 ways that Christ Cares for Our Families. Unlike my normal where I talk about one passage, I am going to violate my normal preaching rule (1 passage and only one 1 legal flip somewhere else) and highlight truths from several passages.
 
I. By Inventing the family as a safe place to productively fulfill the Lord’s commands (Genesis 2:18-25)

Genesis 2:18-25 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” 19 Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. 22 The Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man. 23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.” 24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

The family was the Lord’s idea. He had already commanded the man to rule their earth and for his creation to be fruitful and multiply. But how were human being supposed to do that? God decided to invent the family.

A. He solved loneliness with companionship

Genesis 2:18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.”

It can be hard to be alone. The Lord acknowledged it before Adam realized it. 
· As an introvert by personality, I typically recharge with a little quiet time. On occasion, being alone is enjoyable. 
· One summer week Stephanie took our children to visit the grandparents in Ohio. I could not go, but I was happy for her to do that. 
· That first night I walked into a quiet house, I made chicken alfredo … 2 lbs of fettuccine noodles, 4 lbs of grilled chicken, and a bucket of alfredo sauce. 
· I made a big plate and enjoyed every bite (not realizing of course that I had a mountain of leftovers…took me the whole week to eat it). 
· Even if the execution was flawed, the concept was enjoyable.

Yet, with each passing day, the house seemed bigger and what was initially energizing and enjoyable started to become life draining. I looked forward to seeing Stephanie and playing with our children. I wanted them home.

The Lord gave you the gift of marriage. 
· If you are married then see your spouse through the lens of God’s care for you. 
· They are a gift to you to solve the loneliness concern and give you the privilege of sharing the joys together and to endure the hard times together.

B. He provided marriage for procreation

Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.

I realize that there are some homes that are so broken that children must be rescued and removed. They experience chaos and are significantly affected by cruel treatment. 
· And some of you could testify how Christ cared for your family in the brokenness. How he protected you, provided for you, or provided a new family for you.

But these exceptions do not replace the reality that God designed one man and one woman to get married, have children, and raise them to live for Jesus.

I don’t know what challenges my parents faced behind closed doors. 
· My experience was that they didn’t have any. 
· I have never been brought into their arguments, disagreements, or struggles. It was none of my business. I did not have to choose sides. 
· I lived securely because my home was safe.

I never had to wrestle with the question should I spend this holiday with mom or dad. 
· Even if I did not recognize it when I was 6 or 10 or 13, Christ’s care for me came in his plan for children to be born in a married couples’ home and raised by their parents.

The mandate to be fruitful and multiply for people occurred in the bonds of a covenant marriage. Not surprisingly, society benefits from strong family units.

C. He provided marriage as a safe place

Genesis 2:25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed

Shame comes in Genesis 3. But for now, marriage was a place where shame and vulnerability were not the same. In fact, it was the opposite. Vulnerability and security dwelled together. They were safe with each other. 

My theology crush is D.A. Carson. He wrote about this section of Scripture, “The sexual arena stands to the fore … yet there is a symbol-laden depth to the pronouncement. It is a way of saying that there was no guilt; there was nothing to be ashamed of. This happy innocence meant openness, utter candor. There was nothing to hide, whether from God or each other.” 
Our Lord’s care for our families involved creating a structure – a covenant marriage – where we could fulfill his mandates of rule and procreation in a safe and protected location. 
· Marriage is the place where you are fully known and loved anyway. 
· It is the place where children can grow up seeing two Jesus-loving adults do life. 
· It gives them a protected space to learn, grow, and mature.

Our Lord Jesus, who created all things, lovingly cares for our family by inventing the family as a safe place to fulfill his commands.

This is as good a place as any to say something to those who are single. 
· We could have written a separate message about Christ’s care for singles because there are many aspects of his care that flow to you such as your own meaningful purpose, his presence against your loneliness, others (could be children and their families for widows or widowers), and I could go on. 
· Jesus cares about families of one as he cares for families of all sizes. 

I hope you grow in your love for Jesus as we study aspects of his care for us. A second way that Christ cares for our families is …

II. By Instructing each member of the family regarding their responsibilities (Colossians 3:18-21)

Colossians 3:18-21 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. 20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.

We have spent months covering roles and responsibilities in the past. Today I am going to hit a few highlights from one passage. 
· Not only did the Lord create a safe space for us to learn, grow, and fulfill his requirements, but he also provided specific instruction for each member of the home to function as God designed.

A. Wives submit appropriate to the Lord

Colossians 3:18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 

While submission is not unqualified it is the normal posture of a wife. 
· There are times when submission to God involves the lack of submission to your husband. 
· But if those moments occur, it shows brokenness that needs resolved quickly. If you are in that state, then you will struggle celebrating the Lord’s care for your family. 
· Please contact one of our pastors or the counseling ministry to start addressing that situation.

But outside of the unusual situations, wives submit to their husbands.

We all need to see that structure and authority are given by God for our betterment. 
· This command is not about finding as many exceptions as possible. 
· Wives who do not learn to submit risk harming every member of their family. I understand that sometimes it is difficult. 
· It is far easier to submit when you and your husband agree. There is very little pain in that submission because you already believe it is the right thing to do. 
· Submission is especially difficult when you must follow your husband to a place you wish you did not have to go.
· It is hard, it has a price.
· But sometimes the Lord, as we learned last week, demonstrates his love in allowing us to exalt in our tribulations. That means he grows us through pains or hurts. 

B. Husbands love and avoid actions empowered by resentment

Colossians 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. 

The Lord instructs husbands positively that you must love your wife. This is a high and holy calling. But the Lord also tells us what love isn’t.
· Sometimes wives do not submit. They are difficult to lead. It is their way or the highway. Either I need to blow the whole place up or give in and that irritates me.
· Why won’t they just follow? 

Husbands, you know what can happen. 
· We can dwell on those moments quietly. We can quickly become resentful. 
· Then, we treat them out of resentment. That is why some translations say “do not be harsh with them.” 

Instead, our wives should not doubt that we love them. 
· They should be treasured and cared for. Even if they do not like every decision we make, they still know that we are for them and helping them be a good steward of the time, gifts and abilities the Lord has given them.

We announced that Rex Shipplett (Sue’s husband and Emily Huckstep’s father) died and I had the privilege of speaking at the memorial service last Monday. 
· Sue gave me 3-4 pages worth of handwritten notes about Rex. But one section caught my attention. She titled it “Great Love for his Wife.” 
· She gave several examples, but the most recent one was powerful. Rex’s health had been affected by numerous strokes. He was becoming more physically needy. 
· Yet, he would sometimes wake up 3-4 times a night to tell Sue that he loved her. It was almost like he couldn’t remember the last time he told her so he had to wake her up to tell her again.
· There was something hard about that for sure, but also something sweet.
Husbands, ask yourself this question, ”If the Lord suddenly and without warning took me home and the pastor doing the memorial service were to ask my wife to write about her experience with me, then would she have a section titled “Great Love for His Wife”?”

C. Children obey your parents

Colossians 3:20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 

Young people, being obedient to your parents and to the Lord does not mean that you agree with everything they say or do. 
· We learn from our parents good and bad decisions. 
· We learn watching them and thinking about why they might do what they do.
· That is true if your parents are godly or not. If they make good decisions or foolish ones.

But creating chaos in your home is sin against God and crushing to you and the rest of your family members. Your disobedience is making it more difficult for others to experience the blessings God designed for your family. 

Unless your parents are so bad that you need protection from them, honoring the Lord requires obedience until you are ready to establish your own home and family. Then, the responsibility shifts to honor.

D. Fathers build up your children preparing them to live for Jesus 

Colossians 3:21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.

The Lord calls out fathers here. He used the word parents in v. 20. 
· Now he singles out dads. He warns fathers that children can lose heart. 
· If we talk about their failures without pouring out our love for them, then it is easy for them to feel like failures.

The Lord wants something very different from you.

I believe these instructions are an example of Christ’s care for our families. 
· He tells us how we can please him, function in our proper lanes, and experience his blessing. 
· His plan always works. It is only when we fail to follow the Lord that the hard realities ensue.

Do you see how each instruction given to each member of the family results in blessings to the other? 
· Everyone blesses everyone! 
· He created the family and he gave us the instruction manual for how to make it work.
So far, we have seen the Lord’s care for our families (1) by inventing the very institution through which we have safety as we fulfill his commands and (2) by providing instructions for each member of the family to result in the greatest blessings. Number 3

III. By Reminding us that marriage is for now (Mark 12:18-27)

Mark 12:18-27 Some Sadducees (who say that there is no resurrection) *came to Jesus, and began questioning Him, saying, 19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves behind a wife and leaves no child, his brother should marry the wife and raise up children to his brother. 20 “There were seven brothers; and the first took a wife, and died leaving no children. 21 “The second one married her, and died leaving behind no children; and the third likewise; 22 and so all seven left no children. Last of all the woman died also. 23 “In the resurrection, when they rise again, which one’s wife will she be? For all seven had married her.” 24 Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are mistaken, that you do not understand the Scriptures or the power of God? 25 “For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 26 “But regarding the fact that the dead rise again, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the burning bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 27 “He is not the God of the dead, but of the living; you are greatly mistaken.” 

My doctoral advisor once told me that this was his favorite passage on marriage. It occurs just prior to Jesus’ crucifixion in Jerusalem. 
· The gloves are off and the religious leaders have turned up the pressure. 
· Shortly, they will get their wish and crucify the Lord Jesus. 

In this exchange, the Sadducees want to discredit Jesus. 
· They want to show that he is ridiculous. So they draw on OT theology regarding the responsibility of a younger unmarried son to marry his brother’s widow and raise the first child in his brother’s place. 
· This would allow property to remain properly in the family. 

They make up a story about 7 brothers who all married her and all who died. They reason that the resurrection is ridiculous. When you’re dead, you’re dead, person. After all, how awkward would it be for the brothers when they see her in heaven!

A. Heaven is not primarily about reunited earthly relationships

Mark 12:25 “For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.

We have a sign in our bedroom that says, “I love you forever.” [Picture] Sometimes I ponder the “forever” part. 
· If forever refers to my life on earth, then yes, I love you forever. When I get to heaven my life will be first about Jesus. If I were to die and Stephanie remarry (let’s call him “Him” for argument’s sake). Its not like I going to see Stephanie and Him in heaven and tell Him to get his grubby hands off my wife because I had her first or longest or its my turn.

The Lord, in his love, helped me in this text understand that my heavenly world will be different. 
· Whatever joyful reunions we will have in heaven remain subordinate to our all consuming passion for our savior Jesus. 
· That also implies …

B. Marriage is for now; so make the most of it

This is why my advisor said it was his favorite. 
· It reminded him to love the fire out of his wife and to wring out every piece of joy together while they had opportunity. 
· Several years after my conversation with him, the Lord took my advisor home using cancer to do it. 

I don’t see this truth that marriage is for now as a bummer or a shock to my world. 
· I don’t exactly know how Stephanie, Him (I speak as if I know it will happen), and I will get along. But I know this … what Stephanie and I have right now is different than what we will have later.

That means for both of us … we either decide that we are going to make the most of it or we will miss the opportunity. 
· I think that is very loving of Jesus to make this point perfectly clear so that our marriages can experience all the blessings God intended and our children, if God allows, can experience the blessing of living in a godly home.

Before I give the final point, I want to say that this passage discusses the resurrection. The Sadducees were wrong. There is a resurrection because God is the God of the living. If some of this seems new or impossible it may be that you do not yet have a saving relationship with Jesus.
· Knowing about Jesus is not enough. You need to know him.
· You need to repent of your sin and trust in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus as your only hope of heaven.
· We encourage you to do that today.

Last point … 

IV. By Warning us against ending marriage relationships (Matt 19:1-10)

Matthew 19:1-10 When Jesus had finished these words, He departed from Galilee and came into the region of Judea beyond the Jordan; 2 and large crowds followed Him, and He healed them there. 3 Some Pharisees came to Jesus, testing Him and asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason at all?” 4 And He answered and said, “Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 “So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.” 7 They *said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?” 8 He *said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way. 9 “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.” 10 The disciples *said to Him, “If the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is better not to marry.” 

Again, the Lord decided to tell us something that we all needed to hear. 
· I am not trying to give a full discussion of divorce or divorce and remarriage. We wrote a statement on divorce several years ago that serves as a guideline for the discussion. 
· My aim today is much smaller.

I think Jesus again demonstrates his care for our families when he warns us against ending God’s plan A … one man one woman for life raising whatever children the Lord provides for Jesus. This is an important discussion because … 

A. Some look to justify their choices

Matthew 19:3 Some Pharisees came to Jesus, testing Him and asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason at all?”

It is not hard to imagine how bitterness or discouragement can occur in a marriage. One person wishes the other person was different and the other decides they want out. I cannot imagine a marriage where there was at least some of that at various points in the relationship.
· We learned earlier that men are warned against being embittered and out of their resentment to treat their wives harshly. 
· It is not surprising that some women want out because the home is anything but peaceful, happy, and seeking Jesus.
· Some men are married to contentious women who, it at least from their perspective, cannot possibly be satisfied. They cannot win for losing. 
· They get discouraged and quit or cling to another woman who respects and values them.

At some point, these folks are wondering if they should get out. They would rather deal with the challenges associated with not being married, then the ones they have in marriage.

Jesus is not quick to provide all they want. Instead, he quotes Genesis 2:24 and then argues…

B. What God puts together, man should not break apart

Matthew 19:6 “So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”

Again, I am not providing a full-length treatment of divorce questions. 
· I am simply saying that the Lord was kind to us by telling us that sometimes we are quick to give up, to fail to see suffering as part of character development (and part of Jesus’ care for our hearts like we studied in Romans 5), and to allow the hardness of heart and sin to win the day.
· When what God wants is staying together, reconciling, and strengthening the union.

Frankly, everyone needs to read a passage like this from time to time. It allows us to think God’s thoughts after him.

I realize that today I touched on 4 passages that all say something about Christ’s care for families. I hope you celebrate them. Embrace them. Give thanks that Jesus cares so much for your family. Take the time to write out ways the Lord has cared for your family. 

I hope you will find yourself with a smile on your face and celebration in your heart that Christ cares for your soul, your inner man, your heart, and he cares for your family.

Pray
