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Stewardship #2 – Growing our Understanding of the Gospel
Luke 24:13-53

Our annual theme is Prioritizing the Gospel, and so we are connecting our stewardship month focus with that them by thinking about our Stewardship of the Gospel. 

Four Principles of Stewardship
1. God owns everything, I own nothing.
2. God entrusts you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given; He wants you to increase it.
4. God can call you into account at any time, and it may be today.

When Stewardship is viewed from this perspective, stewardship is about everything. 
· It refers to our use of time, abilities, work, money, possessions, rest, health, recreation, singleness, marriage, our view of the Bible, parenting, caring for parents, food, the use of our tongue, entertainment choices, and everything in between.
· Stewardship touches every area of our lives. 

The four messages during stewardship month are (1) Preaching the Gospel to Yourself; (2) Growing in our Understanding of the Gospel; (3) Living Worthy of the Gospel; and (4) Proclaiming the Excellencies of the Gospel.

To preach the gospel to yourself effectively, we need to grow in our understanding of the gospel. Otherwise, we’ll stay at the very shallow and basic level of the gospel is the message I believed that saved me. But since I’m already saved, the gospel often just becomes “old news” that I did believe and it’s not very relevant to my everyday life. 
· But that is far from how Jesus, or the NT authors talk about the gospel. 
· Jesus and the NT authors, believe that the gospel literally applies to everything! 

So again, if we’re going to preach the gospel effectively to ourselves…and to others, then we need to grow in understanding the gospel and how it applies to every area of life. 

We’ll be in Luke 24:13-49 as we consider Growing our understanding of the gospel.

Main Idea: We grow in our understanding of the gospel as we learn how Scripture points to Jesus.

Now…how many of you upon hearing that main point are thinking, “Wow. That sentence just rocked my world. I had no idea that growing in understanding the gospel had to do with learning about how Scripture points to Jesus?” 
· I’m guessing most people aren’t surprised by that at all. 

So I want to change main idea to something that I’m hoping might surprise you…that I’m hoping you’ll see in the text…

So here’s the main idea: We grow in our understanding of the gospel when we realize how little we truly understand of the depth of Jesus in the Scriptures.
· I’m hoping that catches you off guard a little…because what I’m arguing is that the more you recognize how little you know of Christ, the more you’ll be motivated to grow in your knowledge of Jesus.  
You will not grow in your understanding of the gospel and the knowledge of Jesus, if one or both of the following are true of you:
1- You believe you already understand the gospel and don’t have much more to learn.
2- You believe that Jesus and the gospel are not very interesting, or not true, or not relevant or valuable to your life.
And by the way, it’s important be honest about the fact that even for believers—the baptized members of the church—there are times and seasons where we have to confess and admit that I had got to a place where I was stagnant in my stewardship of the gospel because I believed I had learned pretty much everything there was to learn…
· Certainly I wouldn’t say that “I knew everything,” but my dwindling focus and excitement in sermons, ABFs, my own personal devotions would betray the truth that I actually did think I had pretty much learned everything there was to learn…
· Or I had gotten to the point where the gospel just was old hat and boring…or the gospel seemed to just be about getting saved, and really wasn’t very relevant to everyday life…and again as a result focus, attention and effort in to growing in understanding the gospel is nonexistent and replaced with pursuits of other things. 

So one of my main hopes in this message is to hopefully help you feel the massive gap between what we do understand of the gospel and what the Lord has for us in the gospel. 
· So if you’ve been a Christian for a very short while…maybe you feel like you don’t understand much. Praise God! That’s fertile ground for pursuing growth!
· Maybe you’ve been a Christian for a long time…I’m hoping that you’ll be excited to know that you’ll never even get close to exhausting the depth of the good news of Jesus Christ! The Lord has more and more and more for you in the good news of Jesus Christ! 
· Maybe you’re here and you’re not a believer. Your parents make you come, or your coming with your spouse but you really don’t care or believe the gospel yourself…I’m hoping this might help you see how you’ve misjudged the gospel and peak your interest in what the genuine gospel actually is. 

So let’s jump in Luke 24 in v.13…and the context of this passage is that it takes place on the Sunday of Jesus’ resurrection…follow along…

Luke 24:18 One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, “Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?”


Luke 24:19b-24  “The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people, 20 and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him. 21 “But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things happened. 22 “But also some women among us amazed us. When they were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said that He was alive. 24 “Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.” 

Luke 24:27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.


Luke 24:44 Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 

Now full disclosure…I feel woefully inadequate to try and explain even the slightest bit of what Jesus might have said on this miles long walk with 2 of his disciples…or what he opened up to his disciples when he showed up in the house.

Part of the inadequacy is that we aren’t sure exactly specifically in the OT he pointed to. Was it things that he had already taught on early in the gospels before his crucifixion? Was a new things and different things than what he had taught earlier? 
· What we do know is that apparently he connected A LOT of dots beginning with Moses and then the Prophets and Psalms.
· And that designation of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms follows the Jewish breakdown of the OT…that there were 3 sections of the OT. 
· So those 3 categories included the entire 39 books of the OT.

So with the time remaining we’ll look at each of those and just consider briefly pointers in those that help us connect who Jesus is to the expectation of the OT…which is hopefully something that will wet your appetite to want to see more, and study and understand more of Jesus as you read not just the NT but the OT as well.

Learn How the Writings of Moses Point to Jesus
One of our memory verses earlier this year is a significant promise and point to Christ…
Genesis 3:15 – Promised Redeemer
Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.”

In Luke 24:46 Jesus said
Luke 24:46–47 and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.

Well where was it written that the Christ—the Messiah would suffer and die? 
Genesis 3:15 is one such place…it didn’t become crystal clear until the coming of Christ…but the promised offspring from the woman would bruise the head of the serpent…that serpent is the Devil. So this promised offspring would kill the Devil and his decedents.
· That is Christ who crushes and defeats Satan, but that’s not before the serpent also bruises Jesus’ heel.
The way snakes can harm is by biting…so the serpent bites the heel of the promised offspring and especially for snakes that are venomous, a bit to the heel can be deadly…which it proves to be for Jesus. 
So at the outset of sin entering the world, God promises through the writings of Moses a suffering, and dying promised offspring…and as the OT progresses it becomes more clear that this promised offspring is the Messiah, or as NT calls the Messiah…the Christ. 
So perhaps Jesus began with Genesis 3 in explaining how Moses wrote about the suffering of Christ.
Another place Jesus might have pointed to in the Law is…
Genesis 22:18 – Promise to Bless the Nations through Abraham

Genesis 22:18 “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” 

God had promised multiple times that ALL NATIONS would be blessed in Abraham…but a massive question throughout the whole OT was, how? 
· Honestly, it barely looked like Abraham’s own decedents—the Jews would even get blessed…because of their disobedience the kingdom of Israel was split, because of continued disobedience the northern half of Israel was wiped out and went into exile…and the southern half of Israel followed suit into exile 136 years later. 
· So by 586 BC, the nation of Israel had been removed from the land, the kingship was gone, the temple was destroyed and the people were very few in number…
So how would anyone be blessed in Abraham? 

Jesus is the answer…

Galatians 3:6-9 Even so Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. 7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. 8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.” 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.

So the promise of blessing through Abraham to ALL NATIONS, including the nation of Israel ultimately comes through Jesus. 

Even today, we are waiting for ethnic Israel’s hardened minds and veiled faces to the truth of the good news of Jesus Christ to be softened and lifted so that Israel will receive the blessing that was originally promised to them! 

Another pointer to Christ that Jesus may have expounded on was…
Deuteronomy 18:15 – Promise of a Prophet Like Moses

Deuteronomy 18:15 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him. 

Moses told the Israelites that God would raise a prophet like Moses.
· This is one of the reasons why there was such significant expectations of Jesus as the Messiah when he fed the 5000…
· Moses was the prophet who “provided bread, miraculously in the wilderness for Israel.”
· Jesus essentially does the same thing…
· Moses was the prophet who God said he spoke face to face with…
· Jesus doesn’t just speak face to face with God, but he is God! 
· Moses was the prophet that brought the law of God down to the people on tablets of stone…
· Jesus doesn’t just bring the law of God down to the people, he is God who came down and the very embodiment and fulfillment of the law of God
· Moses was the prophet who led the nation out of slavery and through the wilderness and the edge of the inheritance of the promised land…
· Jesus doesn’t just lead his people out of physical slavery, but out of the slavery of their sin and leads them through the wilderness of this life and safely and fully brings them into the eternal inheritance that awaits them in the New Heavens and the New Earth!
· Moses was the prophet who interceded for the Israelites when God threatened to wipe them out with his wrath…
· Jesus doesn’t just pray for God to be gracious, but he intercedes for people by bearing the just and full wrath of God for our sins!

Jesus is the long-promised prophet like Moses!
There is loads and loads more simply in the Law that we could talk about!
· The tabernacle, the priesthood, the sacrifices, the blessings and curses of the law, Isaac, Joseph, and so forth! 
The depths of who Christ is, that is found in the OT is vast. I hope you feel how little you might know of the good news of Jesus Christ!
Learn How the Prophets Point to Jesus 
As I said, we don’t know what specifically Jesus pointed out in the OT. Maybe it was things that aren’t even recorded in the gospels…maybe they are things that were already taught…so I’ll mention 2 that Luke records about Jesus’ teaching in his gospel from the prophets…
1. Isaiah 61:1-2: A Ministry of Good News (Luke 4:18-19)

Isaiah 61:1-2 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, Because the Lord has anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners; 2 To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn

In Luke 4 Jesus enters the synagogue and opens the OT to Isaiah 61 and reads verse 1 and the first part of verse 2…and then the text says, “Jesus rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and went and sat down.” 
· And then the next verse says… “AND THE EYES OF ALL IN THE SYNAGOGUE WERE FIXED ON HIM.” 

I mean people are so riveted by him reading two verses that they cannot stop staring at him…and then Jesus says… “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
· He came the first time to seek and save the lost. 
· He came to heal and restore. 
· He came to bring the blessings of the Lord to his people. 
· He would free them of their sins and put them in right relationship with the Father.

Now when you read what Jesus read from Isaiah 61…he stopped right before he got to “And the day of vengeance of our God.” 
· Why? 
· Because as Jesus says in Luke 24:46-47… “Thus it is written that the Christ should suffer and rise from the dead…”

Jesus didn’t come to bring the vengeance of God, he came to take the vengeance of God on himself for the sins of his people. But Jesus will return again, and when he returns in the future he will be bring the vengeance of God on all who have not repented of their sins and turned in trust to Jesus Christ. 
A second spot in the prophets that Luke records is…

Isaiah 35:5-6: Authenticating his Ministry through Miracles (Luke 7:22)

Isaiah 35:5-6 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 6 Then the lame will leap like a deer, And the tongue of the mute will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the wilderness And streams in the Arabah.

In Luke 7 John the Baptist sends two of his disciples to go asked Jesus if he truly is “THE ONE WHO IS TO COME or if they are to look for another?” 
· John the Baptist is the one who baptizes Jesus which is the start of his public mission. 
· John testified that Jesus is the Lamb of God, because God had told him whoever you see the Spirit descend on, is the Messiah. 
· But even John was beginning to have doubts…not because Jesus wasn’t doing incredible miracles or the Spirit didn’t descend on him…but because the expectation for the Messiah was that he was going to come and wipe out God’s enemies and usher in the promised Kingdom…
And that’s not exactly what is happening…
So Jesus quotes Isaiah 35:5-6 to answer the question…essentially, he says, “I am doing what the prophets said the Messiah was going to do,” which means, “Yes, I am the ONE WHO IS TO COME…look no further!” 

Jeremiah 29:10-14 with Daniel 9:2, 20-27: Coming of Messiah and his Death

Jeremiah 29:10-14 “For thus says the Lord, ‘When seventy years have been completed for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill My good word to you, to bring you back to this place. 11 ‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. 12 ‘Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13 ‘You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. 14 ‘I will be found by you,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will restore your fortunes and will gather you from all the nations and from all the places where I have driven you,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will bring you back to the place from where I sent you into exile.’

Daniel 9:21-26 while I was still speaking in prayer, then the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision previously, came to me in my extreme weariness about the time of the evening offering. 22 He gave me instruction and talked with me and said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you insight with understanding. 23 “At the beginning of your supplications the command was issued, and I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed; so give heed to the message and gain understanding of the vision. 
	24 “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place. 25 “So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress. 26 “Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined.

There is more here than I have time to unpack. But I want to make a couple of comments. Jeremiah says that God knows the plans he has for his people. Part of those plans involved returning them to the land after 70 years of exile in Babylon.
· Daniel who is in the exile is meditating on Jeremiah 29 in Daniel 9. While he is praying (vv. 12-14), Gabriel comes to deliver more of God’s plan. 
· One part of the God’s plan that seems quite clear in the 70 weeks prophecy is that 1) the Messiah is coming and 2) the Messiah will be cut off.

The prophets are filled with pointers to Jesus. Some very obvious, some less obvious. But the prophets are gold mine filled with vast treasures of the good news of Jesus Christ. 

The Lord tells us in that his word is “more to be desired than gold, even much fine gold!” (Ps. 19:10)
Col. 2:3 says, “that in Christ are hidden all treasures of wisdom and knowledge!” 
· The OT is filled with treasures and wisdom about the good news of Jesus Christ! 
· I hope your spirit is being stirred for a lifetime of digging! 
Then there is the…
Learn How the Psalms & Writings Point to Jesus

When Jesus says, “The Psalms”…that involves more than just the book of Psalms. It includes what the Jews sometimes called the Psalms or the Writings. But Psalms was the first book in the line of the books that are called the writings. I’ll just mention a few that comes from the book of Psalms that also are referenced in the gospel of Luke.

1. Psalm 110:1: Messiah would be the son of David & his Lord (20:42)

Psalm 110:1 The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”

This is the most often quoted verse of the OT in the NT. Matthew, Mark and Luke all record Jesus using this verse to conclude the Pharisees, Herodians and Sadducees entrapping questions of Jesus in the final week before his crucifixion. 
· Jesus answers all their questions and they are silenced…and then Jesus asks one of his own questions of them using this verse and totally shuts them up.
The point of the verse is that the Messiah, who is going to sit at the right hand of God, is both the physical descendant and son of David, but also the Lord!” 
Part of the constant struggle that the religious leaders had with Jesus was, “How can you be greater than Abraham, or Moses, or David if they are your elders and before you?” 
· The idea that a child would be lord over his parents or ancestors was highly unusual. But the point is clear, even David prophesied that one of his descendants would be the far superior anointed Messiah and King!
Then you have Psalm 118…
Psalm 118:22: The Psalms Predicted the Rejection of Messiah (Luke 20:17) 	

Psalm 118:22-23 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner stone. 23 This is the Lord’s doing; It is marvelous in our eyes.

Jesus is the cornerstone…he is the choice, precious, most important stone for building the people of God. And the religious leaders are the chief builders…the expert builders…and they examine Jesus carefully for 3 years and completely reject him. 
· It’s an absolutely stunning, shocking reality.
· Why did this happen? 
· This was God’s plan, that the Messiah would be rejected and crucified. 
· And it was God’s plan that the VERY ONE that the religious leaders were constantly anticipating, praying for and desiring to come, is the very one that when he arrives they violently and vehemently reject him. 
A couple verses later in Psalm 118…
Psalm 118:26: Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem is picture of the Messiah coming (Luke 19:38)
	
Psalm 118:26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; We have blessed you from the house of the Lord. 

Jesus disciples quote this as Jesus enters Jerusalem. The religious leaders are angry and tell Jesus to rebuke his disciples, but Jesus responds by saying, “I tell you if they were silent, then the very stones would cry out.” 
· The point is, Jesus, the Messiah must be worshipped and hailed as King…especially for the prophesied entry into Jerusalem on the Sunday before he would be crucified. 
 There is a lot more in Psalm 118 that points to Jesus, but those are a couple verses that Luke recounts Jesus using to demonstrate how the Psalms point to him. 

One final and very significant verse in Psalms is Psalm 16:10
Psalm 16:10: Jesus will be buried and risen

Psalm 16:10 For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.

This is one of the critical proof texts that Peter uses in his sermon at Pentecost after the Holy Spirit is poured out. And he uses this to say, “David’s tomb is with us today and we could go there and find his bones. But we can’t do that for Jesus, because he’s not in the tomb. He’s not decaying. He’s resurrected.” 
· And David through the Holy Spirit prophesied of the Messiah’s resurrection all the way back in Psalm 16:10.
And Peter uses this to explain why is the Holy Spirit being poured out now? It’s because the age of the New Covenant has been ushered in by the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus who is the mediator of the New Covenant. And the New Covenant age was going to be marked by the Holy Spirit being poured out on everyone who believes! No longer just prophets, judges, kings or leaders. But everyone who believes will receive the complete forgiveness of sins and the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
Jesus is the prophesied fulfillment of that good news!  
Now one final point…we’ve talked briefly about specific passages in the Law, the prophets and the psalms that point more directly to Jesus. But the OT also has…
Learn How Themes Point to Jesus
I don’t have time to unpack themes this morning. There is simply too much material. But I wanted to at least say that they exist. There are themes that run through Scripture that find either a full completion or partial completion in Jesus.
Themes like…
1. The Passover: Christ as the ultimate sacrifice
The Passover was instituted in Exodus on the night when Israel was freed from their slavery in Egypt. That whole meal, in stunningly specific and detailed ways was a foreshadowing and pointer to Jesus who is the true Passover lamb who completely takes away the sins of his people. 

Another theme is…
The Temple: Christ as the ultimate place of worship
The temple throughout the OT is the place where God dwells in a special way. So to commune with God and worship God, people had to go to the temple.
· When Jesus arrives…the gospel of John said he came and “dwelt” among us…the Greek word is “tabernacled” among us. The tabernacle was the moveable tent, temple that God commanded Moses to build, which housed the ark of the covenant and so forth all the way until Solomon built the temple in Jerusalem. 
Jesus—who is God—that Colossians 2:9 says, “in [Christ] the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily”—he shows up to the temple in Jerusalem…and the religious leaders and Israelites decided they like the building, rather than very presence and person of God in Jesus Christ. 
· But now for those who have trusted in Jesus Christ is presence dwells in us through the Holy Spirit as we await the day when we’ll be with him in the heavenly temple where we will see him with unveiled face in all his glory!

As I stated in the introduction, my hope is that this illuminates to you how little you know of Jesus…And friends I’m saying that of myself!
· I believe that every single believer, and honestly the more mature they are should be recognizing that they are just scratching the surface of the depths of the gospel and who Jesus is. 
That should absolutely excite you! Because if you have tasted the goodness, and beauty and glory of Jesus, then if it’s only the tip of the iceberg, you should be energized to seek more of him! 
But before we close I want help you draw your attention a couple key phrases one more time…
Luke 24:31–32 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight. 32 They said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?”
· Why did they not recognize him when he first showed up?
· Why did they not recognize him when he was explaining the Scriptures? 
· Why did they not recognize him until after he broke the bread? 
One significant answer is because God chooses when to reveal himself to people. 
But I want you to consider who these two disciples would be…
· They probably walked with Jesus for most of the 3 years of Jesus’ earthly ministry.
· They probably knew their OT better than most…if not all the people in this room.
· They lived and breathed Judaism and the OT and were with Jesus for 3 years and heard his teaching and his explicit predictions of being betrayed, and killed by the chief priests but then raising from the dead 3 days later.
Was all of their knowledge of the OT and time with Jesus wasted because they didn’t really get it until Jesus revealed it to them on the day of his resurrection? 
· NO! 
· It wasn’t a waste!
Consider how sad the walk would have been with Jesus being like, “Guys let me explain to you how Moses and the prophets and Psalms point to me!” And their response was, “Who was Moses? Who were the prophets?” 
· Do you think they’d have their eyes opened to the degree that they do, such that they run back to Jerusalem at night to tell the disciples if they didn’t have all of that knowledge of the OT and time with Jesus? 
I don’t think so…
Similarly Jesus does the same thing with the 11 disciples…
Luke 24:44–45 Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
One of the things that I’m concerned about in Christian culture is that people expect big epiphanies early in their Christian experience and then things tend to get less exciting and they get bored and usually fizzle out pretty fast…
· But I think if you’re letting Luke 24 really sink in…Jesus is opening the minds to understand the Scriptures in ways that are forever changing their lives…and it happens years of investing in knowing the Scriptures.
I’m fairly convinced that some of the most significant things the Lord wants to open my mind to are in the years to come…I think there are great insights and treasures to be had the longer you invest in knowing Jesus. 
This is also why Psalm 119:18 is one of the most often prayed prayers for me… “Open my eyes, that I may behold Wonderful things from Your law.”

God must open my eyes…yes I believe I need to invest and invest and invest, but God must open my eyes. And when he does…

#1. Their hearts were on fire

Luke 24:30-32 When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight. 32 They said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?”

I fear that many people’s hearts are on fire when they watch sports, or Netflix, or hunt, or go shopping or eat out, or scroll social media, 3D print, play video games, etc…
· My point is not that those things are really great…but that those things will more consistently and on demand deliver excitement, pleasure and comfort…
· Reading your Bible doesn’t deliver comfort, pleasure and excitement as easily or on demand…but if you stop choosing the cheaper things of this world, you might find that when God opens your eyes it cannot compare to anything this world has to offer! 

#2. They went back to confirm that they had seen Jesus

Luke 24:33-35 And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them, 34 saying, “The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 They began to relate their experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread.

The point is, they don’t keep the revelation of who Jesus is to themselves…they are excited to tell others.

#3. They fulfilled their mission to be his witnesses

Luke 24:48-49, 52-53 “You are witnesses of these things. 49 “And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” …. 52 And they, after worshiping Him, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple praising God. 

· This isn’t the last time the disciples minds are opened. So they don’t just live on the resurrection day talk with Jesus for the next 30-50 years. 
· They continue to pursue growing in their knowledge of Jesus, and the Lord would continue to give them understanding, and with that new fresh understanding that would encourage them to continue and persevere all the way to the end. 
Brothers and sisters, God has called us to be on mission as well. Has the Lord opened your mind to understand the gospel, such that you’re really filled with joy about bearing witness to the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ? 
I hope so. But I’m also praying for myself and our whole church that we’d desperately want to understand the depths of the gospel and Jesus more.
Let’s pray. 
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