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Christmas Series: The Heart of Our Savior
Find Your Meaning in the Mission of Christ; November 30, 2025

I hope you had a joyful Thanksgiving with your family and that you had a special time remembering the ways the Lord blessed you this year. 

I also hope that you enjoyed stewardship month and our celebration. I enjoyed it alI – the messages, the testimonies, the devotional, the celebration … add in the Taste of Christmas and Living Nativity set up and it was a delightful 4 weeks. 
· I hope the devotional guide served you and your family to think about Christ’s Care. Even if you did not do the guide during the last 4 weeks, it is not too late.

Our year has been dedicated to the theme of Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus. 
· We wanted to understand more about him believing that the better we know him, the more joy we would have, and the more commitment we would have to serve him. 

For Christmas we wanted to think for a few Sundays about the Heart of our Savior. We have a devotional guide for all of you this morning. It is just 2 devotionals per week that we hope will allow you to continue your regular study and reading of the Scripture. Please turn with me to Mark 1. 
· As you are getting there, last week we considered Christ’s care for the Lost. We rejoice when the lost has been found whether it was a sheep, a coin, or the prodigal son. I heard that a man at Faith North came forward after the sermon and said to one of our pastors, “I want to come home.”
· Today we see the other side of that equation … his desire for his followers to Find Your Meaning in the Mission of Christ.

My main text is Mark 1:14-20. Please follow along as I read. This is the Word of the Lord. 
· The two sayings of Jesus (in red letters in most Bibles) stand out. Jesus’ message to the world is “Repent and Believe the Gospel” and he calls his disciples through the words, “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men.” But before we talk about them, let’s back up and …

I. Embrace the Identity of Jesus as the Mission Giver.

If I asked, “who is the mission giver?” You would all get it right. It is Jesus. But we have learned this year through our study of Hebrews that “It is Jesus” has tremendous depth. He was the heir of his father’s throne, the one who enacted the new covenant with better blessings, the one who died once for all, and the one who replaces the entirely priestly system. Mark tells us something that Hebrews did not even share.

A. Jesus is Yahweh in the flesh

Mark 1:1-3 – “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, Who will prepare Your way; The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make ready the way of the Lord, Make His paths straight.’”

This quotation from Isaiah and Malachi is a mind blowing statement. In the OT, the way of the Lord is the way of Yahweh – the covenant making and keeping name for God. Mark says, “Yea, that is Jesus.”

This means that (1) the messenger or the voice calling in the wilderness is John the Baptist … (2) “your way” and “the Lord” refer to Jesus in Mark but to YHWH in Isaiah. (3) When the OT says that the messenger was to prepare the way that was a figurative expression for rolling the red carpet out for the Lord.
· We hear of stars walking the red carpet as a symbol of their importance to the event. 
· In Mark, rolling out the red carpet is not a literal spotlight for glory. Instead, it speaks of appropriate spiritual preparation for the coming of Messiah.

This is quite a statement about Jesus’ identity. YHWH was the covenant keeping name for God. It was a description of his kept promises and his enduring love. This was no causal reference.

The one who was prophesied 700 years in advance is none other than the coming of YHWH – the coming of the Lord.

B. Jesus deserves the red-carpet response of humility

Vv. 4-8 explain what this “rolling out the red carpet” or spiritual preparation entailed. It was not about shining your shoes, putting on your best clothes, cleaning the walkway and laying out a beautiful tapestry. That might be the way you prepare for a normal king.
· If you want to properly prepare for Messiah then you humbly repent and submit to the baptism of repentance.

John, the messenger, preparing the way of the Lord is preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

I do not believe that this baptism is the same baptism we practice today. The Bible describes different types of baptism. 
· This one was an act on the part of God’s people to humbly acknowledge their sin before God. It was a preparatory act for the coming of Messiah. 
· It was preparing the soil of one’s heart to be ready to receive the message of Christ – the gospel.

Seeing connections like Isaiah 40, Malachi 3, and Mark 1 build a wonderful picture of Jesus and they he wanted his people to respond to him. Preparation was the humble acknowledgment of sin and neediness. 

C. While lowly, Jesus comes with the approval of the Father
Mark 1:10-11 – “Immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him; and a voice came out of the heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.”

Jesus is not participating in the baptism of John – that is about preparing (rolling out the red carpet of your heart) before the long awaited Messiah and Son of God. 
· Jesus’ baptism is a statement about his identity. 

Mark explains who Jesus is by the OT quotations in vv. 2-3, but also by the baptism.

There are three signs at Jesus’ baptism. (1) Heaven is torn open … this is a violent word rather than a causal “the skies cleared.” It was a moment in which those who saw it, responded. (2) The Spirit descends in the way that a dove descends (it was not a dove). This act included (3) a voice from heaven calls out explaining this is (not becomes) … this is my son.

Amazingly enough, this is exactly what the Jews were expecting. In one of their writings speaking about the coming of Messiah they record, “The Heavens will be opened, and from the temple of glory sanctification will come upon him, with a fatherly voice, as from Abraham to Isaac. The glory of the Most High shall burst forth upon him and the spirit of understanding and sanctification shall rest upon him in the water.”

The baptism of Jesus is further evidence that Jesus is Yahweh … come just as expected and come in power!

I find it amazing that Mark does not tell us about the birth narrative like Matthew and Luke. Yet, he begins 700 years prior to Messiah’s arrival to encourage us to embrace the identity of Jesus as nothing short of the OT covenant keeping name for God.
· Preparing for his arrival was not fanfare, but a tender heart before the Lord.

I believe embracing the identity of Jesus is the starting place for his two sayings in v. 15 and v. 17. Without embracing him, the exhortation has no authority. That is why it is so important to think deeply about Jesus.
· When you ask children, roommates, or a spouse a spiritual question push them beyond the answer “Jesus.” It might be right, but not deep enough.
· We can push to what about Jesus’ identity motivates you to live faithfully, to resist temptation, to put on righteousness, to fight pride, and accomplish his mission.
· Assuming we are reflecting on Jesus … 

II. Remember that Jesus’ Mission was Sharing the Gospel.

Mark 1:14–15 – “Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

Jesus’ mission was to do and speak exactly what the Father had given him. That is a huge idea. Just like “Jesus” can be used to describe different aspects of his identity and ministry, so also is “doing the Father’s will.” Central to doing that will was sharing the good news – the gospel.

A. What is the message?

We see it described with helpful phrases in vv. 14-15.
The Gospel of God.

This is not saying that we would learn the message about God, but rather the good news from God. It would be revealed in the words and actions of Jesus Christ. 
· That is why Hebrews 1 told us that in times past the Lord spoke in various ways, but now, in these last days, he has spoken in his son. Jesus is the message and he delivers it.  
· The “gospel of God” is further described in v. 15.

The time is fulfilled.

We could ask what time? Surely the answer is related to the promised Messiah. All OT prophets speak about 3 different future periods. 
· They speak about the return of the nation to the land of Israel, the reconciliation available through Messiah, and the restoration of all things in the eternal kingdom. 
· If you lived 900 years before Jesus it was not easy to tell which prophecy related to what time.

Now the time had come for Messiah to reconcile people to the Father. This demanded a new way to think. 
· It would require transitioning from the OT system to something new the Lord was doing. 
· It would include setting aside an old covenant to make room for a new one. 
· It required seeing the suffering servant passages of Isaiah not solely through the lens of the nation of Israel, but as referring to a person.
· From this point forward the focus would be on Jesus.

The kingdom of God is at hand.

Mark offers no special explanation for the Kingdom here. He assumes his readers know exactly what he is talking about.
· What kingdom is he talking about? 
· Without explanation the most meaningful and logical choice is the promised OT kingdom. 

It is the kingdom of David for whom Christ will rule forever. That was the offer. Jesus was offering the literal kingdom to the nation long promised in the OT. By the time that Mark takes the pen, Jesus had died and rose, some of the early eyewitnesses to Jesus’ resurrection were dead, the church was struggling, and the kingdom in an earthly sense was not there.

The nation, as a whole, failed to repent and believe. They crucified the Lord of glory.
· What we have instead is access to the spiritual kingdom of Jesus where believers are transferred from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of his dear son. 
· There is citizenship language used where we are citizens of heaven and we are to live as good citizens worthy of the gospel. 
· Thus, Mark’s readers knew that while the OT theocratic kingdom did not arrive, there was a new identity and union with Jesus available to anyone who would repent and believe.

Repent and believe in the Gospel.

This part of Jesus’ message is not new. Repentance is a common theme in the Bible. God’s people needed and now need repentance. 

In fact, true biblical change does not happen apart from repentance. Scripture after Scripture after Scripture explain the importance and characteristics of repentance.

Here is a small sampling:

Matthew 7:3-5 … We are told that we must remove the logs in our eyes before pointing out specs in others’ eyes. It is the only way that we can see clearly. 
· What does it mean to remove a log? Repentance

Logs (sin) hinder our ability to judge rightly and our ability speak truthfully. It is the reason that some seem very double-minded. Their idolatry is battling with the areas of their righteousness so sometimes you get truth and other times error depending on what wins the battle in their heart.

When Jesus offers the kingdom and new life in him, it is only through repentance that this kingdom becomes attractive.

2 Corinthians 7:8-12 … This passage distinguishes between godly and worldly sorrow. Godly sorrow pursues, is zealous, is earnest to make things right. In fact, this earnestness is pursued so aggressively that it is known by others.
· The nation of Israel struggled to do this. That is one reason why John the Baptist refused to baptize them. 
· No earnest contrition… just another item in their self righteousness.

Ephesians 4:22-24
· We have been taught the put off and put on practice. But there remains this notion of being renewed in the spirit of our minds. What does it mean to renew your mind? It’s repentance.
· There is no way to put off or put on anything apart from repentance. 
· To put off means I must believe that something is wrong. 
· To put on means I must believe something else is right.
· Go through v. 28 to make the point.

Daniel 9:1-19
· Daniel confesses his sin and the sin of the nation. In his repentance he explains the sin, the consequences it brought, and he begs the Lord for repentance.

My point is that without repentance biblical change does not occur. The message of Christ was repentance. Belief is the other side of that same coin. Those who initially heard the message needed their hearts softened.

They needed to see Jesus not primarily as a miracle-worker, but as a herald of the God’s good news. That leads some to wonder about the miracles. The Bible describes Jesus caring for the lame, sick, and possessed. But what was the purpose of the miracles? And how was that purpose connected to the purpose of the message?

B. The miracles of Jesus authenticated the truth and authority of Jesus’s message.

Mark 1:21–28 – “21 They went into Capernaum; and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and began to teach. 22 They were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23 Just then there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 24 saying, “What business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!” 25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!” 26 Throwing him into convulsions, the unclean spirit cried out with a loud voice and came out of him. 27 They were all amazed, so that they debated among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him.” 28 Immediately the news about Him spread everywhere into all the surrounding district of Galilee.

Did you see the emphasis on teaching? Yet, Jesus’ words need authenticated. 
· After all, if a person was born and then claimed to the Messiah, the Son of God, you would think the person is insane. 
· Some might be mad at him; others would feel sorry for him. 
· Here is a man who has literally lost his ability to think and speak rationally. 

Therefore, Jesus’ miracles supported his message. They provided the authenticating proof that what he said was not coming from a lunatic, but from the Messiah, the Son of God. 
· He could cast out demons, heal the sick, and give sight to the blind. 
· Jesus felt compassion for the crowds and often healed their diseases. But we should not confuse his primary purpose with the acts that proved his authenticity.
· Mark 1 illustrates it for us…
Mark 1:35–39 – “35 In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went away to a secluded place, and was praying there. 36 Simon and his companions searched for Him; 37 they found Him, and said to Him, “Everyone is looking for You.” 38 He *said to them, “Let us go somewhere else to the towns nearby, so that I may preach there also; for that is what I came for.” 39 And He went into their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching and casting out the demons.”

Have you ever wondered what happened to the “everyone” in v. 37? If Jesus and his companions travel to other towns to preach because that was his mission, then what happened to them?
· Parents with sick children are looking for a miracle.
· Friends, similar to those who would later tear off a roof, are waiting for their lame friend to be healed.

Mark’s gospel clarifies an important fact – Jesus healed many people but he did not come to heal. He came to preach and teach the gospel. He came to announce that he came to give eternal life to his people.
· But since claiming to be God and telling them that by repentance they would have eternal life sounds hard to believe, Jesus did something else. 
· He did signs, wonders, and miracles to prove his message was true.

You and I are dependent today on the work of the Spirit to prove that the gospel is true. We need the Spirit to give a person with a heart of stone, a heart of flesh. Jesus’ message has been authenticated through the Scripture, but we are still dependent on the Spirit to make alive what has been dead in sin.

I think understanding that the miracles were not Jesus’ primary mission gives us an explanation why some of our suffering remains.
· God’s purpose for his glory and our good are not always accomplished through blessing and relief.

We have seen Jesus’ identity as Yahweh incarnate who receives the red carpet treatment through the spiritual preparation of repentance and belief. We see how Jesus’ mission was to preach and teach the gospel. All his miracles were authenticating evidence that he was exactly who he said he was. Now, for our part.

III. Follow Jesus on his mission and become a fisher of men.

Mark 1:16–20 – “16 As He was going along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of Simon, casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 19 Going on a little farther, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who were also in the boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately He called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went away to follow Him.”
By the time that Mark is writing at least 20 and maybe 25 years has passed since the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 
· Thus everyone knows that the kingdom did not come. 
· But the message … the good news about Christ … must still go forward.

That is one reason we find vv. 16-20. The mission that Jesus has is larger than he alone can fulfill alone. 
· His mission will involve giving his life and once that is done certain things are finished and accomplished, but the preaching and teaching of the good news must be carried forward.

Thus, we have his first 4 disciples. James, John, Andrew, and Peter become leaders in this mission. They will be leaders after the ascension of Christ because the mission that Jesus started needs to be carried out. 

I started by emphasizing the two statements Jesus makes. (1) Repent and Believe in the gospel and (2) Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men. Let’s put our focus now on the Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. Please notice …

A. Fishing requires a willingness to follow

Mark 1 tells us about Andrew, Simon, James and John, but Jesus would recruit more. Based on John’s gospel, it is possible that Jesus met all 4 of them prior to the event recorded in Mark 1 and that they accepted he was the Messiah, the Son of God. 

That is a precondition for what occurs in Mark 1. 
· Before one is willing to follow Jesus, one must repent of their sin and believe that he is the only one who can make you right with God.

Friends, if you do not have a saving relationship with Jesus then being a fisher of men is not possible. Some of you have heard the gospel message many times before and you have put it off. Today could be the day you respond. Others might be hearing it for the first time. It is not too early for you.
· The gospel is not just a message to hear, but a command to be obeyed. 
· There is no more important issue to settle than where you will spend eternity.

These men believed who Jesus was but this time, they needed to respond by following Jesus in ways they could not have initially imagined. They were changing purposes. They could not merely be fisherman, they needed to fish for people. I have noticed that …

B. Fishing requires effort and perseverance

I realize that some of your hearts go pitter patter when you read about a day of fishing on the sea. You love it. You love everything about it. Good for you.
I, however, did not grow up as a fisherman. In fact, the few times I went fishing, I talked too much, made too many ripples by skipping rocks, and complained that the fish were not biting. 
· I thought fishing was a punishment. It was borderline cruel. 
· I am supposed to sit there, spend time with people, and not talk to them.

But let’s lay aside my personal feelings about fishing. I have done it enough to know it requires effort. 
· I have gotten up early to go fishing, rode in a boat that made me want to barf, rebaited my hook dozens of times because they kept eating my worm and avoided the hook, took 4 days to recover from the sunburn, and came back with a one nice filet o fish.
· It was like 20 hours of time and 4 days of recovery for one meal. 
· I struggled to enjoy it because I thought I could have accomplished this exact same thing with far less money, time, or effort. 
· It takes effort and perseverance to fish.

The Lord asks us to make the effort – not for a meal, but for people. The question I can ask myself (and which you can join me) is “Do I put much effort into fishing for a person to repent and believe the gospel?” 
· Or am I lazy in my efforts to spread the message of the gospel. Are they required to come to me? Do I wait for the fish to jump in the boat or am I willing to bait a hook, cast a line, and learn the skill of catching?

Jesus said that anyone who wants to follow me must take up their cross and follow him. The Christian life is a risk and rebellion against the evil forces in the world. It is easier to stay quiet, not make waves, and wait for the fish to come to you. 

But I think Jesus’ command is more active than that. He wants us to Follow Him … including all that entails … and he wants us to be fishing for people.

Last week we learned that Jesus cares for the lost and rejoices when the lost are found. Today we learned that the Heart of our Savior also involves caring about whether we are part of sharing the gospel of Jesus. 
· He cares that we follow him and that we would be fishers of people.

Let me close with a few action steps I have not already mentioned:
· Do you have a personal and saving relationship with Jesus?
· His mission was to share the gospel  … Is that the mission you are on?
· We have the Christmas concert at FW next Sunday, FE the Sunday after, and FN the Sunday after that. We have enough seats for anyone who wants to come. But they will not come without invitations. The fish will not jump in the boat.
· The Living Nativity starts in 2 weeks. People need the Lord. We have 6 nights to proclaim Jesus loudly. We need to pray that people would not view it as a cute Christmas display but as a life changing, live giving experience.
· The Christmas season puts us in contact with family and friends who might not know Christ. Will you personally witness to them?
