This month we are focused on Celebrating Christ’s Care
And in this sermon specifically we are focusing on Christ’s Care for the Lost
As we think of the topic and our passage today, consider what you find valuable, what you find important…what you get excited about….,what moves you to action….
For example…What is something you would go back for if you left it somewhere?
· If you left your travel coffee mug at a friends house would you go back right away…or say eventually I will see them again and hopefully get it then.
· If you had your baseball mit you had since middle school and you left it at a fellowship picnic….would you go back for it after driving 30minutes…
Sometimes one of our kids will lose a piece to a toy….it could be an action figures weapon….or  we have this train that there are some pieces that make the train make sounds…or recently there was a small toy missing a piece recently….and the reality is this piece is not expensive…but when we find something, it is exciting…it had value…the piece is supposed to be with the set…and we get really excited when we find something…
What we find in scripture is that the Lord has a heart for seeking and saving that which is Lost…those who are lost….and we want to follow Christ and become like our heavenly father and care for the lost as well.
Please follow along as I read Luke 15:1-32
So this morning let’s look at…
3 ways to align our heart with heaven in our care for the lost.
First we must
1. Marvel at God’s pursuit of the Lost
Note that this is in….
a. Contrast to the grumbling of the Pharisees and scribes

Luke 15:1–2 -1 Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him. 2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 

This is Jewish hyperbole…it does not mean that each and every one of the tax collectors and sinners were coming to Him at the same time…but it indicates Jesus is having a huge impact and especially on a part of society that is outcast…

The tax collectors are hated…they assist Rome, and help Rome continue to oppress the Jewish people…and they often defraud their own countrymen to line their pockets…they were hated….sinners is a broad term…but it defines people who are known for breaking the moral law…this would be thieves, prostitutes, those who were dishonest and defrauding people…it also could include those who were unclean and not following the ceremonial purity laws….or just those who did not measure up to the pharisees additional man made laws….

The key point here is that the Pharisees and scribes…those who know the law well…are grumbling,…they are complaining that Jesus is receiving and fellowshipping with sinners….sharing a meal with them.

The next 3 parables follow on the heels of the grumbling of the pharisees and scribes….and directs us to the heart of our God that is in contrast to the religious leaders of the day.

You see we must be amazed that…

b. The Lord actively pursues those who are far from Him
We see this in the….
i. Shepherd who Searches for lost sheep
ii. The Woman who searches for Lost coin
iii. And the Father who runs to a rebellious child and pleads with the self-righteous child.

One of the big take aways is that our God is not passive…he pursues and seeks those who are far from Him….He cares for His people like a shepherd cares for His sheep.

In fact he rebukes the leaders of Israel for not shepherding His people properly, not pursuing and caring for the people…for putting their own desires above caring for people.

Ezekiel 34:6 -6 “My flock wandered through all the mountains and on every high hill; My flock was scattered over all the surface of the earth, and there was no one to search or seek for them.” ’ ” 

Ezekiel 34:11 -11 For thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out. 

Ezekiel 34:16 -16 “I will seek the lost, bring back the scattered, bind up the broken and strengthen the sick; but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with judgment. 

The context here is the leaders who are not feeding the flock, but are feeding themselves….the pharisees seem to follow this trend and are more concerned about separating from sinners, than seeking to introduce sinners to the God who loves them and makes a way to redeem them.

One thing I want you to especially take away today is that…

c. The Lord values people and has great compassion for sinners

When you think about the parable of the sheep….I want to direct your attention to a few details that helps us see How God views people.

In this parable we have 100 sheep…1 goes missing….Jesus says what man among you…the point is…a good shepherd who loves and cares for the sheep would go after the lost sheep….

from just a business standpoint this does not make sense…you can just build loss into the bottom line accounting right…can you imagine if amazon spend a lot of resources on every lost package…they just wright it off and keep moving…it really probably is not worth it to risk the 99 for just 1….but the value system of God is on display…each sheep is valuable, because our God is the good shepherd…

The phrase open pasture can be translated wilderness….and this parable with the focus on God begin a shepherd and the wilderness points us back to Isreal…the ones entrusted with the oracles of God…the ones he rescued from Egypt, the ones he led and provided for in the wildness….the ones he chose to entrust His word to and represent him to the world…

Jesus is telling this parable, but it really is designed to broaden the gaze of the Pharisees…so that they would see their great need for a savior…in other words He came for them…

Matthew 15:24 -24 But He answered and said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

Those who think they are close to God with religion in this case are far off, and they need to see their great need for a shepherd…for a savior.

Luke 5:31–32 -31 And Jesus answered and said to them, “It is not those who are well who need a physician, but those who are sick. 32 “I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” 

The parable of the coin is very similar….here we narrow our gaze a bit…we go from 1 in 100 to 1 in 10….

She loses 1 silver coin…in the text it is a drachmas…which is the Greek word for a silver coin…similar to a Denarius…so this coin was worth about a days wages. It is interesting that we move from a parable that has Jewish overtones, to a parable that uses a Greek word…possibly even setting up the focus on how Jews and Gentiles are both in need of a savior…

The coin gets lost in the house…rather than in the wilderness…it is interesting that the sheep is something that is lost that is far away and the coin is something that is lost right next to your feet….In a house in the ancient near east it is very likely she would have had a dirt floor and probably not with great lighting as she has to light a lamp…so a coin would indeed be hard to find…but instead of saying, well it is not going anywhere…it will turn up…she pursues it, she looks diligently.

Then when she finds it…she throws a party….she invites her friends and neighbors…and throws a party so that they rejoice with her.

I want to know something about this party…how about you…what do we want to know about this party….How much did it cost…did the party itself cost more than the coin that was found….We don’t know but it is a reasonable assumption….but what is the point. The point is that the proper response to the lost begin found is rejoicing…People begin saved is incredibly valuable in God’s eyes…..Our God rejoices over the Lost begin found….….this is about How valuable God views people being saved. It does not make sense to us how important this is…and so we have to calibrate our heart to match heavens value system….The pharisees have written off the tax collectors and sinners…not even recognizing they are in the same boat with them….

It is not simply about the value of the coin…it is about the value of what was lost begin found…it is about valuing God’s plan of rescuing and redeeming people….a found coin has great value…because the one who has looked for it and found it has placed great value on it.

The first two parables are like appetizers, preparing us for the main course that emphasizes the main theme, but not with sheep, not with coins, but with people.

The parable of the prodigal son is one of the most well known parables of Jesus…The 2 sons are very important in the story…but the Father is truly the focus of the Parable…what is our God like…how is He different than the religious leaders…He has a compassion for sinners shown in how He pursues both of His sons…just like the lost sheep and lost coin are pursued….the clear and obvious is the pursuit of the younger son…

Luke 15:20 -20 “So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 

I will speak in a minute a bit more about the parable of the lost sons …but first lets just make sure we see how the text emphasizes something…namely that we are to….

2. Rejoice over Repentance

a. Repentance from Legalism or Lawlessness

We see this right from the beginning…where we see religious leaders and rebellious people are both in focus…and the ones who seems far off morally are coming close to Jesus and those who seem close to God…are actually very far off from viewing things as God sees them.

Luke 15:1–2 -1 Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him. 2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 

If the first two parables elude to Jews and Gentiles, the last one pretty clearly combines these two ideas in the two sons…

Luke 15:13 -13 “And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together and went on a journey into a distant country, and there he squandered his estate with loose living. 

We see here that the young sons actually went to the father and asked for the inheritance…this was normally given to the sons after the father passes away…so it is very much the younger son saying I don’t want to be a part of this family….it is like signing the fathers death certificate in the sons eyes…He did not want to live under His house or be a part of the values associated with His father...in fact he goes and squanders his money on loose or wild living…most likely living for pleasure and comfort, until a famine comes and the money runs out…but then we see a change, not just of circumstances, but of the heart…. we see contrition…we see repentance…no one is saying his motivation is perfect, but He admits He has sinned against heaven and his father….and he humbles himself, he returns and does not make demands, but humbly asks for help, asking for a job.

The father responds with incredible grace and favor…showing Him honor he does not deserve…embraces him, kisses, him, puts a ring on his finger a robe around him and sandals on his feet and they prepare the fatten calf for a feast of celebration…

And then we see the other son, the older brother’s response….

Luke 15:28–29 -28 “But he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his father came out and began pleading with him. 29 “But he answered and said to his father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been serving you and I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I might celebrate with my friends;

Notice how the older son focuses on His keeping of the commands, rather than the graciousness of the Father. 

Notice how the father is the hero of the story…notice how He goes out to the older son…it may be a bit shorter distance than running to see his younger son coming over the horizon, but it outide of the house…the older son will not come in and rejoice…and the father goes to him and pleads with Him in a loving and compassionate way…wanting Himn to come in an celebrate and share the same heart as the father.

This self-righteousness leads to anger rather than rejoicing…and in the text over and over we are directed heavenward…we are to…

b. Rejoice with heaven
i. Joy in heaven over one sinner who repents

Luke 15:7 -7 “I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

Remember there are not 99 righteous people…there is no one righteous, no not one…they rejoicing is when people admit that and turn to the Lord for help….

ii. Angels rejoicing 
Luke 15:10 -10 “In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
There is a focus on repentance…there is a turning around…a change of heart where the focus is on God and not self…heaven rejoices when a person changes their mind about Jesus and recognizes that He is most important….

iii. Father throwing a feast

Luke 15:32 -32 ‘But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.’ ” 

When you saw your sin, and you were convicted that you needed a savior…and you trusted Jesus…I am guessing there was some rejoicing in your heart….and so when you see someone else admit their need….doesn’t it remind you of your need…and what great salvation you have received…how can we not rejoice when someone else gets to share in that…when we remember what we have received when we get to experience it again by hearing someone else get saved….

Every time we hear salvation testimonies at CFN, I think we all need to be reminded of our salvation….and then the prayer is that rejoicing means we participate…we celebrate bc we want to be a part of what God is doing….

That is our last point today…

3. Participate in God’s plan of Redemption

This is what God’s plan is all about…

Luke 19:10 -10 “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

I think there are 3 primary take aways I want us to especially focus on…first

a. Guard your heart from self-righteousness
i. Consider the Grumbling of the Pharisees, Scribes and older brother. If the older brother directs us to think about the pharisees. It is probably one of the most positive texts discussing the Pharisees and for the Lord desire for religious self righteous people to be saved…
ii. Maybe you grew up learning about the things of God at a very early age…maybe you grew up in a slightly legalistic environment or maybe a very legalistic environment….maybe you are just naturally are bent to focus on following all the rules and you get really frustrated with others who don’t follow the rules like you do…..
iii. Be sure to repent quickly and deeply when you see self-righteousness in your heart, in your life…think about how the good news is for sinners not those who are righteous…. Because there is none righteous no not one…not in the wilderness, not lost on the floor…not in a far away country and not in a field right outside the house…
iv. Maybe you don’t struggle with self-righteousness, but you justify and minimize your sinful actions, and you tend to do what you want and you really don’t think it is that bad…maybe you tend to be rebellious and just want to do whatever you want…people with that sort of bent also need to repent and turn back to Christ, not just in word but also with a broken and contrite spirit, with genuine humility rather than demanding whatever they want be viewed as ok… 

Maybe you are here and you have never repented of your sin and turned to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior…I want to encaouge you to do that today…

However maybe you are a believer but you have some lasting sinful tendencies in the way you think…and you need to remember your salvation in a way that leads to humility and holiness….

However the big focus of this text is about rejoicing…

so what ties this whole section together is that we are called as followers of Christ to…

b. Celebrate passionately regarding salvation
i. Ask yourself….What gets you most excited? Football, Hunting, new clothes, time with friends, a new video game, a vacation….what do you get most exited about and does it line up with heaven.
ii. We need to cultivate a heart that celebrates….
iii. A few practical ways to do this…read biographies where people share their salvation testimonies.
iv. When you get to know people, don’t wait too long before you ask them about their salvation testimony so you can get to know them better and rejoice with them that they have been saved.
v. Don’t be afraid to share your salvation testimony….make sure your kids know how important salvation is to you….
vi. When you read the bible take extra care to make note of instances that reveal God’s great love for sinners, and His great plan of redemption all through the bible to seek and save those who are lost through Christ.
vii. Go to church family night, and talk to your kids or to your spouse or to a friend about how special it is when a church received people who testify that they once were lost but the Lord sought them and rescued them….be sure to connect with folks who join the church and let them know you appreciate how they testified to what God the hero of the story has done….
viii. talk about salvation as a family…we talk about what we are excited about.
lastly
c. Participate personally in God’s rescue plan
i. Consider the active pursuit of the Shepherd, the woman, and the father
ii. Consider how active you are in praying for people to be saved and sharing the gospel with people….different people may be more prolific than others, they might be especially gifted in this area…but we are all called to participate in praying for the lost, sharing the gospel with the lost and celebrating when the lost are found.
iii. Lastly, Reflect on the open ending and how you can respond
iv. We don’t know how the Older son responded…we don’t know how the younger son lived a new life in the fathers house….it is open ended…
v. I think the author wants us to think about the Pharisees…are they going to come in…are they going to rejoice in the Messiah who has come to seek and save those who are lost….including them…
vi. Each person reading this section needs to think bout themselves…what is the response of the older son….what is going to be my response….will I rejoice in what the Father rejoices in….
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