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Christ’s Care for Our Hearts
Romans 5:1-11; November 2, 2025

Psalm 23:1-6	The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. 3 He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness For His name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever

Psalm 34:4 I sought the Lord, and He answered me, And delivered me from all my fears. 8	O taste and see that the Lord is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 

Psalm 34:17 The righteous cry, and the Lord hears And delivers them out of all their troubles. 
18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted And saves those who are crushed in spirit. 19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the Lord delivers him out of them all.

Psalm 103:2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget none of His benefits; 3 Who pardons all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases; 4 Who redeems your life from the pit, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion

Psalm 112:1, 4-8 Praise the Lord! How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, Who greatly delights in His commandments. … 4 Light arises in the darkness for the upright; He is gracious and compassionate and righteous. 5 It is well with the man who is gracious and lends; … His heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 8 His heart is upheld, he will not fear.

The Bible teaches that the Lord cares for our hearts. Michelle testified to the tangible and meaningful ways the Lord has and continues to care for her heart. I am using the word heart to signify our inner person. The Lord cares for and is gentle with our inner person. 
· I suspect that you could put yourself somewhere in that testimony. 
· I chose to read several Psalms after Psalm the Lord’s care because it is real, significant, and motivating.

Why might celebrating the Lord’s care be important? This year our annual theme has been Fixing Our Hearts on Jesus. We chose this theme because we believed this is what our church family needed. 
· We needed to work through Hebrews verse by verse to show the greatness of Jesus. 
· I hope you have a much larger view of Jesus than you did in January because if someone asked you why Jesus is awesome, you would have a robust answer.
· He fulfilled the Day of Atonement making a once for all sacrifice eliminating the need for the day of atonement. 
· He satisfied every sacrifice on the cross once for all.
· He replaced the entire priestly system being now the one mediator between God and man.
· He established a new covenant with better blessings than the old covenant.
· As cool as angels are, Jesus is better for they worship him!
· He provides an eternal rest in heaven for his people while Joshua provided a temporary rest from war.
· Jesus is a son over his house where Moses was a servant in it.

You get done with Hebrews and the only conclusion you can make is that Jesus is better than everything so hang on to him and never, ever, ever, ever, ever let go.

Now we move into stewardship month, a hallmark of Faith’s ministry for decades. 

We believe that an emphasis on stewardship helps us live faithfully for Jesus and prepares us to give a good account at the judgment seat of Christ. We ask that you do 3 things this month:

First, you received a stewardship devotional when you entered. It has 5 daily devotionals associated with each of our 4 messages. Each one is short enough that they can be done in 10-15 minutes.
· Action #1: We encourage you to do the devotional this month. Allow the truths we talk about on Sunday to reinforce or change your thinking.
· If you are married, this is a great way to talk about spiritual things. This is especially true if you do not have a regular devotional or if you struggle to have spiritual conversations.
· If you have children in the home, then you might want to use it as a dinner devotional to help you bring them up the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Second, we culminate stewardship month with a stewardship celebration. This year we will meet at the fairgrounds (as we did last year) to rejoice in the Lord care this year and to look to our future.
· While we do not know what the future holds, we know who holds the future. 
· We believe it is right and just to give the Lord credit for the great things he has done.
· Action #2: Please get your tickets for stewardship celebration and attend that evening.

Third, Action #3: memorize, if you have not done so, the…
  
Four Principles of Stewardship
1. God owns everything, you own nothing.
2. God entrusts you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given; He wants you to increase it.
4. God can call you into account at any time, and it may be today.

When Stewardship is viewed from this perspective, stewardship is about everything. 
· It refers to our use of time, abilities, work, money, rest, health, recreation, singleness, marriage, our view of the Bible, parenting, caring for parents, food, the use of our tongue, entertainment choices, and everything in between. 

What we are doing this year is thinking about Celebrating Christ’s Care. 
· There is such a thing as the stewardship of celebration or maybe giving thanks. 
· We want everyone in our church family celebrating the way Christ cares because the more you recognize, acknowledge, and celebrate Christ’s care the more you will love him and the more motivated you will be to serve him.

What motivates us to sign up to invite the unsaved to the Taste of Christmas or to serve in Living Nativity? Are we motivated by guilt? I guess that is better than nothing, but it is still lame. 
· Much better is that I love Jesus because he has cared for me so well that I want others to experience that same care.

What motivates us to buy Christmas presents for needy children? 
· So that we can feel good about the money we spend on ourselves? That is lame. 
· Much better is that I love Jesus because he has cared for me so that that I want to share some of that care with others.

By celebrating Christ’s care, we are inclining our hearts to the Lord and that will not only produce more joy as we properly love him, but it will provide the right motivation to make a difference for him.

I wrestled with what text to choose this morning. I had about 4 solid options, but I ultimately chose one from the devotional. Romans 5:1-11. Please turn in your Bibles to Romans 5. 

We are calling this message Christ’s Care for Our Hearts. Michelle testified and so did the Psalms that our Lord cares for our inner person. Please follow along as I read the Word of the Lord. Read Romans 5:1-11. 

I would like to point out 4 expressions of the Lord’s Care for our hearts.

I. Jesus made Peace with God Possible (5:1)

Rom. 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

The Bible speaks about peace regularly. There are several different kinds of peace.
· There is an inner peace that God gives amid an experience. Philippians 4 reminds that when we are anxious the peace of God which surpasses all understand will guard our hearts and minds. 
· There is peace that exists between people – to not be in conflict. As much as depends on you be at peace with all men. 
· Peace is the state of a calm heart where conflict results in unsettedness.

Then, there is a peace with God. That peace refers to being in a right standing or a right relationship with God. To see the significance of this peace we need to see how we can have it and what our condition is if we do not have it.

We have peace having been justified by faith. Justified or justification is a very important word …

A. Justification = Declared Righteous (5:1)

To define it, I would like to tell a story. 

Years ago … 
· I heard a story about a lawyer from Texas … Racehorse Haines. Is that an awesome name for a defense attorney in Texas or what? He was being interviewed because at that point in his history he had never lost a case. He has since lost several.
· The reporter asked him if he ever asked his clients whether they actually committed the crime. He said, “No, my job is to present the facts of the case in the best possible light for my client.”
· Undaunted by his answer the reporter asked, “Is there ever a time you found out?” He said that there was.
· In a prior case the jury had returned and read their verdict, “Not guilty” and the judge asked my client if he had anything he would like to say to the court. 
· The man said that he did and explained, “Ladies and gentlemen of the jury. I would like to thank you for declaring me not guilty and I promise I will never do it again.”

Justification is the judicial act of God whereby he declares the sinner innocent and imputes the righteousness of Christ to his account. 

It is not that we are innocent … we are guilty but when God justified us he declares us righteous and then imputes the righteousness of Christ to our account. It results in peace in our hearts with God. This peace was not due to our goodness. In fact, …

1. Even when we were sinners (5:8)

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

We have peace with God even though we were sinners. Sin is anything we think, say, or do that would displease God. Who could honestly meet that standard? God did not make peace with people who were already good. 
· It wasn’t like we are climbing our way to heaven and all we needed was a little helping hand. 

He made peace with people who were helpless, ungodly, and sinners. If God was not interested in bringing us peace imagine what would happen next.
· You are getting exactly what you deserve.
· Your helpless, ungodly, and sinning condition results in an eternity away from God.

If God had created a world with no interest in peace then there would be no rescue from this condition. 
· Men and women would be forever trying to earn their way to God. 
· They would be trying in whatever way they could to appease their guilt. 
· They would search for hope in something and they would always come up short. 

The passage explains an even more significant reason for rejoicing and appreciation … we have peace with God

2. Even when we were under the wrath of God (5:9)

Romans 5:9 Much more then, having now been justified aby His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 

Jesus Christ gave his life, shed his blood, so that you could be saved from the wrath of God. Ponder these words for a moment. 
· There are only two paths. 
· There is either the path that goes through the cross or the one that goes around it. One is a path of peace and the other is a path of wrath.

I read a book about a holocaust survivor. 
· Amazingly, he lived in 10 different concentration camps and managed to survive over 3 years. 
· He recounts a time when they were marched in front of a German evaluator. 
· To the left was death and to the right was survival. There were no other choices.

Yet as horrible and as awful as that was there is something worse. There is the choice between peace with God and the wrath of God. There are only two possible conditions. 

A famous preacher long ago named Jonathan Edwards preached a sermon called “Sinners in the hands of an angry God” to remind his church that the unbelieving man walks across rotten boards that lead to hell. 
· He reminds them that the eternal fires of hell surround them and it is only God’s hand that protects them at this very moment. 
· He explains that Satan is calling out for them to own them, torment them, and destroy them forever.
· Edwards wanted to make it clear that the wrath of God was no small matter. Eternity is at stake. 

Friends, It is far more important to have peace with God than for people to believe you have your act together, look perfect on the outside, have amazing children, or your dream job, or the perfect marriage. 
· Those things, while nice, will never result in you being at peace with God.

We are justified by faith. But it is not faith that your favorite team will win the Superbowl or the world series, or that the economy will continue to boom. 
· It is the belief and trust that when Christ died, was buried, and rose again that he satisfied God’s wrath and that he made a way for you and me to be at peace with God. Peace comes…

B. Through our Lord Jesus Christ (5:1)

As we think about Romans 5:1 again. Look at the text … this only comes through Jesus Christ. There simply is no other way. Biblical Christianity is exclusive. There are not many paths to heaven, just one. Only through Jesus Christ.

He cares so much that he would be willing to die so that our hearts might be at peace with God. 
· If you are here this morning and you know Christ, then I hope a message like this is very encouraging. It is grounding for you. 
· It gives you reason to rejoice and to keep fighting to live faithful to Jesus.
· I hope you resist temptation, that you steward your life to bring Jesus glory, that you serve joyfully and willingly because you want others to experience the same blessings you enjoy.

If you do not have peace with God … today is that day. There are only two possible relationships with God … peace or wrath. I am encouraging you to trust Christ today. [To pray in your heart that you want peace with God and that you know you are sinner, deserving of wrath but that you will trust in the finished work of Jesus on the cross for your salvation]

The Lord cares for our hearts by making peace with God. Here is number 2.

II. Jesus’ relationship with your heart is characterized by Grace (5:2)

Rom. 5:2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.

When people ask me where I live, I normally respond Lafayette, IN. Sometimes I also provide my street number and address. 
· But the argument of Romans 5 locates me in the space of grace. The text says it this way, “into this grace in which we stand.” Grace is the place where my feet reside.

I love this imagery. Doug Moo writes, “Paul, along with the rest of the NT so focuses on God’s work in Christ as that act in which God’s grace was decisively and finally realized that he can picture the new status of the believer as one in which grace is characteristic and dominant.” (Doug Moo, Romans, NICNT [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996], 301). 
 
Here is how we get there … 

A. We enjoy ongoing access to grace (5:2)

The NASB uses the phrase “introduction by faith into this grace.” This gives the idea that of the initial entry. However, all the other versions of the Bible I checked, KJV, NKJV, NIV, ESV, NET, and HSCB used the phrase, “obtained access into this grace.” 
· The noun, used here and in Ephesians 2:18 and 3:12, emphasizes the ongoing access whereas the verbal form such as in 1 Peter 3:18 emphasizes the introduction. While it is hard to be dogmatic, I think access is the proper emphasis in this text.

Christ is providing this ongoing access to grace so that the location I live my life is now grace. As Moo says, grace is characteristic and dominant.

Where sin abounds … grace abounds all the more. When failure comes … grace abounds. When people in your life are not gracious to you … God’s disposition to you is one of grace.

When you are tempted to focus on your failures … you can instead focus on asking the Lord for forgiveness for your part of the struggle, you can correct your children for their part, and you ask the Lord for grace to live the rest of the day for Christ.

Friends… We do not get kicked out of grace. It remains our address. It is the place where I stand and live my life. 
· There might be all kinds of difficulties from within and without
· You know you are not perfect on the inside
· Others close to you see the imperfections on the outside.
· Yet, you still live in the location of grace.

God tells you that not only is that your address, but he wants you to come boldly before the throne to find mercy and grace to help in time of need.

As if that news was not good enough, this blessing has another component … 
B. With confidence regarding the end result (5:2)

The grace in which you stand also results in the rejoicing, the confidence of the end result – “we exult in hope of the glory of God.” The argument is very similar to what we find in Romans 8:17

Rom. 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

Because of the grace in which we stand every day, we also have the joy of confidence regarding the future glorification with him. One day everything will be made right. One day the challenges of the world disappear. 
· Until then our address remains grace.
· In fact … this week I have been pondering making 1 Grace Street my new mental address. I want it as famous, in my mind, as 1600 Pennsylvania Ave or 10 Downing Street.

The message of the D/B/R of Jesus along with the implications of that gospel are incredibly profound and not only make a difference in the big picture, but also in the daily moments of our lives.

The point for all of us is that this is one of the grounding features of our Christian faith. We know that we have peace with God and we know that our address is grace. Since these ideas are focused on our inner man, it shows Christ care for our hearts – our inner being. Blessing #3…

III. Jesus cares for your heart by helping you mature through your Challenges (5:3-4)

Rom. 5:3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; Rom. 5:4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;

Challenges lead to discouragement. They affect our heart. Sometimes they lead to feelings of failure, guilt, or shame. 
· Sometimes these challenges lead us to isolate ourselves, to assume the worst, and to quit fighting. 

Not long ago Stephanie and I talked about some specific ways that I needed to do a better job loving her. One of her answers was regular dates. So, I have started putting the date on my calendar and I even list what we are doing (because I know that if I don’t think ahead it will be lame). But another answer is that she wanted me to use my vacation.
· I have been notoriously bad about that over the years especially the last couple.
· So two weeks ago I took 5 days off. 
· But there were a couple of heavy things that happened right before we left. At times, I struggled being present because my heart and mind was wrapped around the burden.

You all know exactly what I mean because we all experience tribulations. Yet, we also know that Christ cares about our hearts.
· We know that we have peace with God and we live at 1 Grace Street. But also because we know he will care for our hearts amid challenges. Let’s trace the argument.

A. Challenges  Perseverance/Endurance

Endurance comes through a proper understanding of the challenges. Yes, things might not be perfect … they might not be what you were hoping for … but they were designed for your endurance.

The Christian life is not a sprint, it is a marathon. Sometimes the Lord allows us to experience difficulty to test the genuineness of our faith to exercise muscles that only get stronger through endurance.

B. Endurance  Character

In turn, endurance produces character. We often want character to come the easy way. We want it to come alongside blessing. God does not always choose the path of blessing. He grows your character though the rigors of endurance.

The Lord is making us like Jesus. We can be sure that the Lord allows the trials to give us the opportunity for endurance (he does not put us on a timeline) so that it produces godly character.

You do not learn dependence by having everything go your way. 
· It is in your failures that you realize you cannot do this on your own. 
· You do not have the strength to accomplish the tasks set before you or to endure the ways that others are pressing you.
· That lesson is a hard one to learn without things blowing up in your face. When you learn it, it builds character.
 
C. Character  Hope

The progression ends with character produces hope. Here is what happens. If you have not gone through this training process, if things have been easy … then you will not have hope when the wheels fall off.

I, like all of you, have faced trials you did not ask for or want. There is a temptation in that to say that God does not care about me or my heart. He is raking me over the coals. Then I want to withdrawal and run away.

One night I was attending a late meeting. When I got home my family was watching the Lord of the Rings. I sat down to join them and Frodo says to Gandolf, “I wish the ring had never come to me. I wish none of this had happened.” Gandolf responds, “So do all who live to see such times. But it is not for them to decide. All we must decide is what to do with the time given to us.”

That is exactly right. No one wants to experience trials or tribulations. No one wants to endure unexpected or painful events. But it is not for us to decide.

Our decision is whether or not we will believe that the Lord cares so much for our inner man that he will produce this hope in us.
While things are initially hard, perspective changes over time. You see him moving in your life. You begin to have confidence that God does build hope in you. 
· You live a life of hope. 
· Even if you are going through a difficult chapter of your life, you remind yourself that of the powerful God who made peace with you … of the powerful God who made your address 1 Grace Street … of the powerful God who can change others too.

Christ’s care for our inner man (our control center, our heart) is seen in the gospel message where you and I can have genuine peace with God, we find this care powerful as our address is permanently fixed 1 Grace Street (by that I mean the Lord does not want us overwhelmed … he treats us with grace all the time … his posture toward us is grace… thus my heart is always safe knowing that he treats me with grace), and we find that challenges are reasons to rejoice because of what they produce. Again, he does not let a difficult go to waste. He cares that we live with hope. In order to do that we need godly character that has endured the storms. 

I hope this is causing you to say, “Thank you Jesus!” Thank you for caring for my weak and sensitive inner man. Thank you for being gentle with my heart. There is one more blessing we need to discuss this morning.

IV. The father’s love has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit (5:5)

Rom. 5:5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

The fourth blessing explains why this hope found through Christ is so secure. It is because of the love of God.

Even though God designed us to love, there is a pull both from our own hearts and from the world itself for us to be wrapped up in self love. Then we deceive ourselves into thinking that our self love is love for God and others.

Thankfully, it is not this way with God. God loves us with his great love and he demonstrates that great love by giving us his Spirit. 

Whenever I think about the indwelling Spirit I am reminded of several ways that the Spirit works in the life of a believer. For example, … 
· The Spirit is the seal of our redemption. The Spirit guarantees our new life.
· The Spirit brings conviction in my life. That is a picture of a loving God who wants me to get on the right track as soon as possible.
· The Spirit gives me a function to fulfill in the body of Christ. I have something to do in Christ’s church that will result in the growth of the body.

Every time the Spirit works this way in your life it is a reminder that God loves you. It is a reminder that you are precious in his sight. It is a reminder of his care for your heart.
