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Christ’s Care for The Church
Nov 16, 2025

Good Lord’s Day Morning to You Faith Church!

Since the beginning of time in which kings, presidents, or rulers ruled over their people, a common complaint from those being ruled is that the rulers have lost touched with the plight of the people.

In the French revolution, the commoners fed up with the aristocratic tyrants revolted.

But the commoners began literally a reign of terror and became tyrannical themselves—the guillotine became the symbol of this era…

In George Orwell’s classic satire of human society distilled in Animal Farm, the farm pigs run off their human master and seek to rule the farm themselves. They proclaim the first commandment of their rule—“all animals are created equal.” Eventually the ruling pigs end up walking on two legs and consorting with humans. The other farm animals can no longer distinguish between humans and the pigs.  And the commandment for ruling the farm was adjusted “All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others.”

This is the story of humans attempting to govern themselves.

And it would seem that after millennia of governments that rise and fall, we are still no closer to having righteous, loving, caring rulership of the people.

To solve this problem, it would seemingly take someone 

· who understood what it would be like to be weak and dependent like all of us
· who had been through the worst of human suffering from his peers to know what humanity is capable of 

· Who knows what it is like to live under laws because he lived under them himself

· Yet who would not, if ever receiving power and authority, rule like his peers

· And, who after receiving power and authority, who never forget what it is like to be weak and dependent

In the book of Revelation, that describes the end of the ages, the apostle John has a vision and he says 

5:6 Then I saw standing in the middle of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the middle of the elders, a Lamb that appeared to have been killed.

And then, in Rev 5:13, the apostle John says, 
5:13 Then I heard every creature—in heaven, on earth, under the earth, in the sea, and all that is in them—singing: 
“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be praise, honor, glory, and ruling power forever and ever!” 

And in Revelation 13:8, the scriptures record, the phrase, “The lamb who was slain from the creation of the world. 

A majestic glorious ruling throne….and on it a lamb….???!!!! 

We sing songs about this….but are we jarred by the incongruous picture of what is on the throne--- a lamb????!!!!….and not just a lamb, but a lamb killed, as if having been led to the slaughter…..????!!!!

What is this incomprehensible imagery? 

In what reality does a throne and a lamb go together?????!!!!

It would seem to me that the moment that God envisioned a plan to create humans, He also from that moment, envisioned a species of animals—sheep—to compare them to. 

To serve as a divine parable for 
week, needy creatures
	in need of constant care and watching

And, it would be in God’s plan that this creature also would be the imagery for His Son --  a lamb

God Himself coming in the form of a week creature, led to a slaughter….

Why???!!!!

Perhaps so that His Son when His lamb work was finished…

· Would know experientially what is was like to be a sheep
· Would know what it was like to be lead to the slaughter
· And He would never forget the experience, so that He forever would Be “The Good Shepherd of His People” and not like all the worldly rules evil shepherd.

The Lamb Slaughtered from the foundation of the world knows how to be a Good Shepherd for His people…..

If you have not yet turned to Psalm 23, please do so. 

Thank you for being here on this 3rd week of our Stewardship Month

This month we are focusing on Celebrating Christ’s Care

After studying the theme of Fixing our Hearts on Jesus this year, we thought we ought to celebrate the various ways he cares.

Hebrews taught us how Jesus is unlike anything else. 

He is the awesome, transcendent one that we must pay close attention to and not depart from but He is also immanent (that means with us) and cares for our us.

Two weeks ago, we focused on Christ’s care for our hearts

Last week, we focused on Christ care for our families

And today we want to focus on Christ’s Care for the Church

Pastor Green has been asking us to do three things this month….

1. Do the stewardship devotional. It will help you and it will reinforce our theme of Celebrating Christ’s Care that we want to properly steward this year.

2. Attend the stewardship celebration. We want to have a celebration together and I hope it flows out of a heart that has been fixed on Jesus this year

3. Memorize the 4 principles of stewardship. 

Four Principles of Stewardship

1. God owns everything, you own nothing.

2. God entrusts you with everything you have.

3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given; He wants you to increase it.

4. God can call you into account at any time, and it may be today.

These 4 principles have helped us for 40 years put our priorities in the right place. 

Today we want to focus on 

God’s Care for The Church

The Church is His People and there is probably no better summary passage of How God cares for His people than Psalm 23. 

Jerry and Rita Jamison read Psalm 23 for us today in their very helpful testimony.

I will not read it again just now, but let me set up a bit of its context.

Psalm 23 has been a favorite of God’s people most likely since King David wrote it.

This Psalm tends to be read at funerals frequently because of the phrase, “though I walk through the valley of the Shadow of Death.”

The sentiment expressed at funerals is understandable of God’s care through loss…

However, far from being relegated to funerals, the Psalm speaks about abundant life now for God’s people.

Also, King David’s Psalm did not originate with Him in a theological vacuum.

The shepherd imagery goes back to the beginning of the Bible in the book of Genesis

David’s distillation of God as Shepherd is simply the latest in a long line of shepherds and shepherding experiences of God’s people as they journey through life. 

In Gen 14:5 the scriptures says…

	5	Now Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. 6	And the land could not sustain them while dwelling together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to remain together. 7And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. Now the Canaanite and the Perizzite were dwelling then in the land. 

Can we not read this and determine that Abraham’s cup was overflowing…and that God had given the patriarch a feast in the midst of their enemies…..and was leading them to dwell in the promised land…

In Gen 48:15	Jacob the shepherd of flocks says…..“The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, The God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, 

Moses, raised as a prince in Egypt, had to become like one of his people—shepherds, Moses spent 40 years in the wilderness learning about the weak and dependent creatures with His father-in-law Jethro …because He would need to shepherd God’s people another 40 years in the wilderness and toward their home….

The same Hebrew word used in Psalm 23:3 that the Lord guides His People, is used consistently throughout Exodus the Lord guiding His people through the wilderness…..

And Psalm 78:19 summarizes the complaining sheep…
	19	Then they spoke against God; they said, “Can God prepare a table in the wilderness? 
	20	“Behold, He struck the rock so that waters gushed out, And streams were overflowing;  Can He give bread also? Will He provide meat for His people?” 

The answer is “yes”

And then another dimension of shepherding is David, who was raised as a shepherd. 

This young lad, himself a little lamb, learned how in dependence upon the Lord to protect the flock by killing the bears and the lions wanting to consume the flock….which led him to be the champion of Israel in defeating the serpent Goliath who would have enslaved God’s people

David, himself had his wilderness experience as well, fleeing from King Saul, and there He had to rely on the Lord guiding Him through the wilderness, until he would become the anointed, shepherd king to lead God’s people

The common themes of these narratives are

· God’s people are like sheep in the wilderness needing to be led home
· God’s people are like sheep going through many dangers, toils and snares
· God’s people like sheep are in constant need of care, protection and feeding
· God’s people like sheep are prone to wander.
· God’s people like sheep often end up in the fold of evil shepherds
· God’s people under a good shepherd are safe and secure

God raised up men like Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David who were literally all shepherds (imperfect ones) who would lead God’s people

They were imperfect reflections of the one true Shepherd, the Lord…..

And David, reflecting upon His experiences with God and His people’s experiences with God declares in Psalm 23:1

“THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD, I SHALL NOT WANT”

This rich first line of the poem is a summary of all that follows:

Therefore, I’m going to come back to it as the conclusion of the matter after all is said and done today. 

Today we will consider 

Four Comforting Characteristics of The Good Shepherds’ Care for His People

The first comforting characteristic of the Good Shepherd’s Care for His people is that 


1) He Provides What is Needed for God’s People’s Sustenance

{Please have the verse below come in with the point above}

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. 3 He restores my soul; 

In these three phrases, lying down in green pastures, leading beside quiet waters and restoring His people’s soul, you have a wholistic view of The Good Shepherd’s care for His people

In the beginning God made mankind in his image…man is and always be a physical and spiritual being. 

There is only one point in time when your spirit will be separated from your body and that is upon physical death where your immaterial part waits to be reunited to your body. 

Everybody who has ever been born will spend eternity as an embodied soul—physical and spiritual.

The Good shepherd cares for the entirety of the individual sheep.

After Jezebel’s murderous threat, what was it that God did for fleeing, depressed, exhausted and disillusioned Elijah? 

· God, gave Elijah rest and fed him

What was it that God did for the multitudes amazed at Jesus, following him until they were exhausted.
	
· He fed them
 
What was it that Jesus did for the disciples after they were disillusioned, exhausted, and giving up because their hopes had been dashed by the crucifixion of Jesus.  Jesus came to them and cooked fish on the shore and fed them. 

Here is the point, the Good Shepherd knows what you need.

Throughout Scripture, the Good Shepherd meets His sheep’s….

A. Physical Needs (rest/food/drink—"green pastures, still waters”)

I think this is the point of “making me lie down, in green pastures/still waters

However, in our western minds, we often envision green pastures and still waters as endless fields of grain with a never ending supply of spring water.

And some think, if I become a Christian, I will always have an abundance and I will not have any problems….  

And while God certainly can provide an abundance, the imagery of green pastures as we typically envision is not the reality of Shepherds.

· Green level fertile fields were used for mass agriculture.  And these truly were rare in Israel.  

· Shepherds did not have access to green level fields. 

David was a Shepherd in Bethlehem…Bethlehem was in the Judean wilderness.  

And the wilderness was wholly different than the kinds of fertile, level fields you see here in the USA.

I would like you to see what green pastures and still waters really are in this video by Ray Vanderlaan.

Green Pastures on Vimeo  (this is 3.5 minutes)

Going to Israel and seeing the so called “green pastures,” the still, or safe waters….changed my view of this psalm.
“Worry is to deal with tomorrow’s problems without tomorrow’s green pastures.” 

The Good shepherd gives us what we need today and not tomorrow.

This is the entire point of God feeding the children of Israel mana in the wilderness. 

They were to gather enough for the day.

This is the point of the Lord’s prayer, give us this day our daily bread

This is the point of the worry passage in Matthew six…the heavenly father knows you need these things.

He takes care of the whole of His people.

He then also has to meet their…

B. Spiritual Needs (“restores the soul”)

Literally, God “returns” your soul…the animating life spirit to you so that you may truly live….

It is one thing to have physical needs, but it is entirely a different matter to have deep-seeded spiritual needs that break your will to live

· Circumstances that come upon you like crashing waves…one after another…

· Sin that engulfs you like quick sand….

Proverbs 18:14 states, The spirit of a man can endure his sickness, But as for a broken spirit who can bear it? 

Throughout Scripture you see God’s people having broken spirits

· Jacob—when he believed His son Joseph was killed. He said, I’m going down to sheol, and He was inconsolable. 

· Naomi—when all her means of provision for herself through her husband and sons were gone…they all died…Her spirit was so broken she said

· David, in his guilt, when he was pleading, “restore to me the joy of your salvation…

In each of these cases…you see a moment when God acts to “return” their soul or animating life to them….
Whether your spirit is broken because of guilt or broken because of difficult life circumstances, the good shepherd cares for the whole of the person…and restores His people’s soul.


The second comforting characteristic of the Good Shepherd’s Care for His people is that 

2) He Leads Through Difficulty for God’s People’s Growth

{Please have the verse below come in with the point above}

3 … He guides me in the paths of righteousness 
For His name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 

Often the second part of verse 3, “He guides me in the paths of righteousness” is disconnected in our minds from the walking through the valley of the shadow of death.”

I do not think it should be…..

The path of righteousness has to go through the valley of the shadow of death…..

If you find yourself in the darkest circumstances, upon this earth, The Good Shepherd did not depart from the leading in the paths of righteousness!!!

The good shepherd did not miss the exit to the paths of pleasures… !!!!

If you find yourself as God’s people dark circumstances, what is the only reason you are there? 

The good shepherd led the sheep there.

In fact again, the context of Shepherding is that 
· the provision that the Shepherd gives is in the dangerous wilderness.
· The green pastures that he feeds us in are found by the Shepherd in the treacherous valleys
· The safe waters that he provides is in the predator filled crevices.
· The restoring of the soul has go through these death valleys

And I want you to see something amazing in the grammar of this passage that shows us the reason..that the paths of righteousness go through these death valleys

Notice in verses 1-3, that the Psalmist is speaking in the third person…..The Lord is my shepherd…he makes, he leads, He guides…

When we come to the valley of the shadow of death….what happens to the Psalmist’s closeness to the Good shepherd?

It is not the distance impersonal “he” but it is the close 2nd person “You”

Do you see that….?!

You are with me—the reality of the presence of the Sheperd becomes more experienced

Your rod and your staff….comfort me……

Its precisely in these death valleys that we come to depend more on the Shepherd..

The paths of righteousness, leading the sheep home, must go through the death valleys so that the sheep experience what is necessary to trust the Shepherd… 

A) The Shepherd’s Presence (“You are with me”)

Is this not the entire refrain of scripture for God’s people….?

After each command in Scripture where God says, “Do not be afraid,” God’s next assurance is “I am with you”…”I am with you.”

Additional, the Psalm 23 mentions “Your Rod and staff” which are the shepherds’ tools of protection. 

B) The Shepherd’s Protection (“Your Rod” and “Your Staff”)

Your Rod—is that which fends off predators, an extension of the Shepherd’s right arm itself…
· The shepherd knows how to protect the sheep from being eaten.
· The shepherd is not some kind of helpless individual.
· David the boy shepherd, killed lions and bears without guns….
· Let our mirror looking muscle bound men of this age face a lion and a bear and see how they fair.  
	
Your Staff—the shepherds crook provides guidance, rescuing, support for an animal.  

The functions of the Shepherds staff signify the shepherd’s compassionate care for His sheep.  


During, my extended PhD process, I remember at one point, I said to the Lord, if you get me through this, I will never worry again. 

Up to that time, that was one of the hardest times of my life…well until last year….

Where my worry and fear enslaved me and often I was a shaking mess of a person….

With each valley that has deeper crevices, darker shadows, the Good shepherd is teaching us He is with us, he cares for us, 

And with each more difficult valley, our souls may become more and more trusting and dependent upon the shepherd so that we simply eat and drink the nourishment he has for us that day…because we know He cares….

In fact,  Phillip Keller says in his book, A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23…

“It is impossible for sheep to be made to lie down unless four requirements are met: freedom from fear, tension, aggravations, and hunger. Only the shepherd can provide these.” -Phillip Keller, A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23

Are you learning to lie down in your dark valley in rest and peace, because you know you have a good shepherd…??

And please notice that the Psalmist says, that His people are walking (not running), walking through the valley of the shadow of death…..

The Good shepherd knows the way through. 

And we do not have to rush the walk through the valley…

All we do is take the next step and follow the shepherd….

This threatening valley produces in God’s people that which fits us for dining with the Good Shepherd and being with Him forever…

The third comforting characteristic of the Good Shepherd’s Care for His people is that 

3) He Exalts Amidst Adversaries for God’s People’s Honor
{Please have the verse below come in with the point above}
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows. 

C. S. Lewis had a difficult time with this particular verse.

Feasting before one’s enemies seemed to him to give off the aroma of arrogant boasting.

However, the point is that there is serious and deadly spiritual warfare that is happening. 

God’s people from Genesis 3 until revelation 19 are under attack and are seeking to be devoured by God’s enemy.

Thus at strategic moments God exalts His people…God vindicates His people…This is just and righteous.  

· God saving Jacob’s family from famine through Joseph was God providing a feast for the chosen seed family which Satan was seeking to destroy from the face of the earth

· God rescuing baby Moses to have him be raised by Pharoah himself was God providing a feast in front of the enemy that was seeking to destroy God’s people….

· God providing Ruth to Naomi was God providing a feast for the lineage of Judah to save it from being cut off from the earth.

· God rescuing David from King Saul, was God providing a feast in front of the enemy…

· God raising Christ, the Son of David, from the dead and sitting him at his right hand was Him providing a feast in front of the enemy who thought Jesus was dead.

God can provide the feast for you at the right time as well, Humble yourself under the mighty hand of the Lord and He will exalt you at the right time….casting all your anxieties on him because He cares for you….

The fourth and final comforting characteristic of the Good Shepherd’s Care for His people is that 

4) He Secures His People Home for His Glory (His name sake v. 3) and His People’s Good (v. 6)

{Please have the verse below come in with the point above}

6 Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

The imagery here is one of a constant movement (i.e. follow/pursue) in which goodness and lovingkindness are God’s people rear-guard with the Shepherd leading the way home….

Shepherds in the ancient near east did not have permanent locations.

They were always a wandering nomadic people, seemingly homeless…

This is why God promising Abraham, a landless nomadic shepherd a permanent home was so gracious—He promised him the promised land…..

The Good Shepherd is leading the sheep through the wilderness ultimately to the place of permanent safety and security forever….

The sheep learn on the journey through the wilderness that all they need is the Good Shepherd and that to dwell with Him forever is their ultimate delight.

The Lord functioning as the Good Shepherd and leading his people home will testify to the Lord glory of being a caring, loving, Shepherd King that has His flocks best interest at heart.

Throughout eternity….God will be exalted for the praise of the glory of His grace…..and His people will be the beneficiaries of that….


Folks let me pause here and come back to where I started.

There is no religion that has their god or lord as a “Good Shepherd” and can substantiate how is it that their “god” even knows what it means to be a good shepherd.

The problem of every other god is, “how can a religions’ so-called god know what it means to be a sheep so that the god would also know how to function then as a good shepherd…?!!!

What was Christ called again??!!!…..what did he come as….the lamb of God….

And not just any lamb….but a lamb destined to be ravaged by the enemy…..

Isaiah 53:7 
7He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 
Yet He did not open His mouth; 
Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, 
And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, 
So He did not open His mouth. 
Jesus Christ was the lamb of God, who the Father purposely allowed the enemy to devour….so that you would not be eaten by the predators, but instead dine at a table.

Jesus Christ was the lamb of God who did not have his daily portion of green pastures and still waters on the cross but said, I thirst….

Jesus Christ knows what it is like to be a weak, dependent sheep carted off to the slaughter….and that is why He is fit to now be your Good Shepherd.

Psalm 23, is a Psalm now about How Jesus cares for His people….

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want, or have a lack…..

Jesus lacked so that you would not have to eternally…..

John Newton “Begone unbelief”

Begone, unbelief,
My Saviour is near,
And for my relief
Will surely appear:
By prayer let me wrestle,
And he will perform;
With Christ in the vessel,
I smile at the storm.


Though dark be my way,
Since he is my guide,
'Tis mine to obey,
'Tis his to provide;
Though cisterns be broken,
And creatures all fail,
The word he has spoken
Shall surely prevail.

His love in time past
Forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last
In trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer
I have in review,
Confirms his good pleasure
To help me quite through.

Why should I complain
Of want or distress,
Temptation or pain?
He told me no less:
The heirs of salvation,
I know from his word,
Through much tribulation
Must follow their Lord. 

How bitter that cup,
No heart can conceive,
Which he drank quite up,
That sinners might live!
His way was much rougher
And darker than mine;
Did Jesus thus suffer,
And shall I repine?

Since all that I meet
Shall work for my good,
The bitter is sweet,
The medicine is food;
Though painful at present,
'Twill cease before long,
And then, oh! how pleasant
The conqueror's song! 

Indeed, the Good Shepherd lays down His life for the Sheep….
· Gospel appeal
· Believer appeal
· Pray

