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Living Worthy of the Gospel
Ephesians 4:1-6; November 15, 2026

We are now in week #3 of Stewardship month. In keeping with our annual theme of Prioritizing the Gospel, we are focusing on the Stewardship of the Gospel. 

I hope you have been encouraged by the messages and by the testimonies. I know I have.

We asked you to commit to doing 3 things this month:

Action #1: Please complete the devotional. They go with our yearly memory verses and our 4 messages of Stewardship month. 
· Let the Word impact you during the week and talk about what you learn with others.

Action #2: Make November 22 (next Sunday) a special Church Family day. Please attend the 10:00 am all-church Sunday AM worship service at the Fairgrounds and then return that evening at 5pm for our Stewardship Banquet. We need you to sign up for your free tickets.
· I hope you will invite others to this special AM service for singing, praying, and studying the Word as one church family. I am excited to see what the Lord will do that day.

Action #3: memorize the …
Four Principles of Stewardship
1. God owns everything, I own nothing.
2. God entrusts you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given; He wants you to increase it.
4. God can call you into account at any time, and it may be today.

When Stewardship is viewed from this perspective, stewardship is about everything. 
· It refers to our use of time, abilities, work, money, possessions, rest, health, recreation, singleness, marriage, our view of the Bible, parenting, caring for parents, food, the use of our tongue, entertainment choices, and everything in between.
· Stewardship touches every area of our lives. 

The four messages during stewardship month are (1) Preaching the Gospel to Yourself; (2) Growing in our Understanding of the Gospel; (3) Living Worthy of the Gospel; and (4) Proclaiming the Excellencies of the Gospel.

Please turn to Ephesians 4:1-3. Our subject today is Living Worthy of the Gospel. Please follow along as I read. This is the Word of the Lord.

Ephesians 4:1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called 

We are taking the title of the message from v. 1. Before we see what living worthy involves I would like to make four observations about this verse.
#1. The “Therefore” of v. 1 reminds us of our identity in Christ explained in chapters 1-3

Our identity is found in our adoption as a child of God, in our justification, in the freedom from the penalty and power of sin because Jesus died for us, and in our union with him being now a member of his church. 

The Lord gave us this new identity for a purpose. Sometimes it is easy to forget that purpose. Remember in the movie the Lion King when the spirit of Mufasa tells Simba (who is living a worthless and care free lifestyle accomplishing nothing) to “remember who you are”? That statement in the movie comes from a humanistic worldview, but there is truth to it. 
· The Lord explained all the blessings you have in Christ so now it is time to live like you understand that calling and you appreciate it. [Give the Gospel here]

John MacArthur once wrote, “The Christian life is simply the process of becoming what you are.” 

#2. Paul wrote from jail where he was unjustly imprisoned.

Reading these words sometimes helps me because it reminds me that the Lord’s grace, mercy, and strength are sufficient for whatever I am facing. He has been helping his people face trials for thousands of years. Paul had been in prison for an extended time without immediate prospects of release.
· That allows me to read these words knowing that the Bible is very open about struggles and hardships. 
· If the call to live a worthy life can be true from imprisonment, then it is true for me as well. 
· The same God who helped his people in the past is helping you and me today.

#3. He urges us to walk worthy

The Bible often uses the word “walk” to describe our behavior. We could use the word “live” just as easily. Worthy highlights the consistency between the walk and the talk.
· Most (maybe all of us) would admit to times when our talk about Jesus did not correspond to how we were living. We were hypocrites.
· Just because I can point to moments where I was a hypocrite does not mean that I should remain in that condition. I don’t give up or give in.

This urging is not optional. He urges us to receive these words as commands because it is the logical conclusion of what they have experienced. 
· If your child receives a gift from someone, then many parents would urge their child to say, “thank you.” That is normal and common curtesy.
· Paul believes every person who calls themselves a believer in Jesus should adopt the responsibility to walk worthy because that is normal and common curtesy for what we have received.

It is possible to judge everything you do through the lens of that word “worthy.” [Here is my first application of the message] Any of us can ask …  
· Did I just speak in a worthy manner?
· Did I just respond to the speech of others in a worthy manner?
· Did I just take a course of action that shows I acknowledge my salvation?
· Did I just think about something in a way that is consistent with the gospel?

As soon as you ask questions like this over and over, then you will start to see the many ways that the gospel changes everything.

#4. The calling is the required standard

There are times when certain behaviors make sense and other times they do not. 
· Screaming in celebration is perfectly acceptable at a game watching your favorite team win. 
· However, it is less enjoyable when a student does it in the middle of a class. 
· Ephesians 1-3 describes this wonderful calling.

We were dead in our trespasses and sins. But God who is rich in mercy, made us alive together with Christ. That calling demands a response – a standard of behavior. Thus, our main idea this morning is …

Main Idea: We live worthy of the gospel when our behavior is consistent with gospel priorities. 

I would like to discuss 5 behaviors consistent with gospel priorities. The first is… 

I. Humility

Ephesians 4:2a with all humility

The first way Ephesians 4 describes a worthy life is respond to life circumstances with humility rather than pride. 
· Pride is one currency of the world. From scoring a touchdown, to making a 3 point shot, to gaining a promotion, to getting a better grade, to having more money there is a continual drive for a small piece of the spotlight.

Pride says, this here is me and well that is you. 
· Do you see the difference? It can happen in our marriage, with our children, at our work place, in our neighborhood, and at church.

I thought it might be helpful to consider how humility and pride respond to different circumstances. I believe each of these contrasts comes from Stuart Scott’s book on Pride and Humility. [Please have them come in one at a time]
 
	Humility
	Pride

	I listen and respond to facts
	I draw conclusions without careful evaluation

	I recognize that I could be wrong
	I am right regardless of the facts

	I am thankful for what I have been given
	I am ungrateful regardless of the efforts of others

	I exercise self-control
	I am moody and whiny

	I am willing to change based on criticism
	I am devastated by criticism

	I know I am dependent and I pray for help
	I don’t need to pray

	I serve others
	I take advantage of others



Example 1: Children arguing. I am annoyed so I respond without asking questions.
Example 2: I made a parenting decision and because I am the parent, I am automatically right.
Example 3: What we have often comes from the hard work and key decisions of others. I have a college fund because my parents chose to say no to some things so they could say yes to saving.
Example 5: Growth requires change. In order to change I must believe it is necessary. Criticism says change is necessary, but sometimes we reject the criticism for various reasons. 
Example 7: The Lord Jesus came to seek and save those who were lost. Philippians 2 explains his humility. Service and humility go together.

I find it interesting that although we have the riches associated with a right relationship with God and a promised inheritance reserved where nothing can deplete it, yet, none of that should lead to thinking highly of ourselves. The gospel is designed to humble us.
· The closer we get to Jesus, the more humble we will be. Jesus describes himself in Matt 11:29 as “gentle and lowly of heart.”
· The more we are amazed at the free gift of salvation paid for with the blood of Jesus, the more we will be inclined to humility.

Walking worthy involves humility. It also involves…

II. Gentleness

Ephesians 4:2b with all … gentleness

This word is not equivalent to timid, weak, or cowardice. It is not a wimpy word. 
· Instead, it is similar to humility in that those who are gentle do not believe they are more important than they really are. Most importantly, they do not treat people that way.
· This concept is often communicated with the idea of not being harsh with people or that the person is controlled in their responses.

I think this concept has a soft and strong side. 

The soft side occurs when people are hurting. Being gentle with a person who is physically sick or lame involves caring, serving, helping, and speaking kindly with them. You see their struggle and your actions, tone, and attitude draws them toward you.
· I think “it must be miserable being you” is the opposite of what the Scripture says here.
· Instead, being gentle might sound like, “Thank you for sharing your hurts. I can imagine that you often need the Lord’s strength to endure with such a positive attitude. How can I continue to encourage you?”
· I once asked a friend about a nationally known person in Christian circles. My friend knew him better than I did. I said, “What is he like?” My friend responded, “He is gentle.” This is what he was talking about. 
· He knew how to comfort, serve, and love hurting people. 
· He was a master at the soft side of gentleness.

Gentleness is not being harsh with people or responding in a self focused way. This is especially challenging when you are tempted to respond harshly because of their behavior. 
· Now we need to think of the stronger side of gentleness.

Imagine the following scenarios:
· Your husband does not listen well because he is distracted by something else, you might be tempted to be harsh.
· You instruct your son for what seems like the thousandth time, it is easy to be harsh.
· An employee or co-worker dumps their work on to you, it is easy to be harsh.

What might gentleness look like in situations like that?

Now the stakes are higher. Here is where gentleness is self-controlled. It is true without being harsh. It is strong without being a jerk.
· Now we are talking about confronting but still being open to forgiveness and reconciliation. 
· We expect appropriate change and reasonable consequences for their actions, but we are not functioning with a heart of revenge.
· We confront with the Bible rather than confronting with our own sinful anger.

That is harder isn’t it? 

Now, we might want to ask ourselves how we respond to those who do not yet know Jesus. Sometimes we can respond in a self-righteous way because we expect them to behave like Christians. 
· I do not believe we should expect unbelievers to think and act like we do. 

John MacArthur helps us here. He wrote, “the person who is truly meek and gentle according to God’s standards has the right attitude toward the unsaved. He does not look down on them with a feeling of superiority but longs for their salvation, knowing that he himself was once lost—and would still be lost but for God’s grace.” (John F. MacArthur Jr., Ephesians, MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1986), 126)

Gentleness is a characteristic that impacts many moments. 
· We need to be gentle (that is soft and caring) when people are weak and hurting. 
· We need to be gentle with the lost knowing that they have not yet been released from the power or the penalty of sin by not expecting them to live like believers. 
· We need to be gentle with those who sin against us by staying strong with the truth but self-controlled avoiding revenge.

Walking worthy of the gospel is a tall order that requires help from our Lord Jesus. We have humility, gentleness, and now we add … 

III. Patience

Ephesians 4:2c with patience

I admit that I sometimes struggle with patience. Yet, I have also had to acknowledge that the Lord does not feel as rushed as I do.

When the Lord promised Abraham that he and his people would be given the land, Abraham and Sarah did not have any children. In Genesis 15 Abraham questioned the Lord and the Lord told him that his descendants would be as numerous as the stars. 
· How long from the initial promise did he have to wait for Isaac to be born? 25 years!
· He and Sarah got so tired of waiting that Sarah gives Abraham one of her servants to have a baby. That was at the 11 year mark. They had to wait another 14 years.

Noah had the task of building an ark for 120 years. If you go to the Ark Encounter near Cincinnati, then you can understand why it took so long. The thing is huge. That is a long time to work on a project before you see it completed. 
· What would motivate you to work hard for that long without seeing what it was designed to do?

Moses has quite an interesting life. According to Acts 7:23 Moses spent 40 years in Pharoah’s house enjoying the blessings of wealth and power. As the Lord stirred his heart to care about his people, the nation rejects him. They do not see him as a ruler or benefit to them. He flees. 
· For the next 40 years he spends his life out of the spotlight. He works out his life as a husband, father, and sheepherder. 
· At 80 years old God calls Moses to lead the nation out of Egypt. Moses objects. For the next 40 years Moses will be the leader despite all the grief they give him.
· We read about 1 moment of sin. One moment of losing his patience. One moment where his emotions drive his response rather than the Word of God.

Moses is an amazing picture of patience. Once given the task of leading at the age of 80, he experiences intense pressure and grief. 
· He tells Pharoah to free the people, Pharoah makes their life miserable, and then they complain to Moses! 
· When they leave Egypt, the people complain that Moses is not giving them meat or water or leeks or onions. 
· Though it all, Moses keeps his cool. He is patient with the people and often intercedes for them.

How do we need to exercise patience to live worthy of or consistent with the gospel?
· Patience toward a wayward child. I think wayward children are one of the easiest people to struggle being patient. It is easy to say, “I taught you better than this.” “I sacrificed for you and this is how you repay me?” “You know better.” 
· While we never wish these moments on anyone, if they come they are tests of patience.
· Patience at work. Some work environments are great. Others not so much. It is possible to try and create a positive and healthy work environment and be mistreated for doing it.
· Patience in your marriage. Sometimes you want something to change. 
· You would like more spiritual encouragement, more Jesus talk in your home, more participation from your spouse, more affection, or more teamwork with finances. These are all good things. 
· There are times when you must exercise patience while you pray for the Lord’s work.

We owe the Lord our lives. We would never have the identity, security, or help if the Lord Jesus had not worked in us. The least we can do in return is live worthy of his calling. That involves humility, gentleness, patience, and #4 …

IV. Show Tolerance in Love

Ephesians 4:2d showing tolerance for one another in love

The Bible teaches that the Lord will save people from every tribe, tongue, and nation. We rightly celebrate the diversity of the Lord’s family. We share common ground in Jesus and we are co-heirs of all his promises. 
· We have songs like “Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love. The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.” There is truth to that. 

But so much of the NT is written with the Jew and Gentile problem in mind – even Ephesians. Jewish believers in Jesus were trying to figure out how to go to the same church as Gentile believers. Those challenges are true of us today as well. We are not always one big happy family.
· The church is a community of believers who would not normally find themselves together. 
· We did not choose each other; the Lord chose us. 
· We became part of his body through his work and then he led us through various means to this point where we are together.

We have differences of opinion about a lot of things. Some of them we are more passionate about than others.
· We have our favorite sports teams. We get past that.
· We have our favorite foods. We eat with people who like what we like.
· We have our favorite activities. We do things with people that enjoy what we enjoy.
· We even have individual personalities.
·  While character must always go beyond our personality, there are some ways that people tend to function. We figure out how to serve together.

But those are not the biggies.
· What about church decisions? Sometimes leadership has a very clear-cut decision to make. There is no debate because the facts lead in only one direction. Human life and circumstances are not always so clean. If something does not go your way, what do you do?
· What about worship music? We try to have a varied approach to worship music. We want people to participate and reflect on God’s goodness. But we all have different songs that we like or styles we prefer.
· What about preaching styles? We have a very unique church. All our pastors preach. This is the only church I attended in my life that did that (I am not talking about a vacation … but a regular preaching rotation). 
· There was one 3-4 week period where I had different people from our congregation telling me how amazing so-and-so preached today and how he should preach more. If I took all their advice, I would never speak!
· What about spending time with other families who take a slightly different approach to parenting? Can your children spend time with their children if they do things a little differently?
· What about policies or political candidates you support? Our elections gave some people power who did not have it and took some power away from those who did. 
· Some might be encouraged, others nervous, others worried about the direction of our nation.

In each scenario, is it possible to understand why a person thinks and behaves as they do? Can we learn from each other? 
· I realize that we each can learn from each other and become even more convinced that our opinion is correct. I am not talking about changing our views.

I am asking, can we show tolerance toward others or do we need to treat people who disagree as morons? 
· This test is much harder than rather you root for Purdue, IU, or someone else. 
· This is much harder than whether you enjoy active vacations or those where you sit on a beach.

Living worthy of the gospel in part says we are happy to have whoever the Lord brings to us. 
· We will learn how to tolerate one another. We will learn how to worship together, how to care about each other, about how to help each other grow, and how to accomplish the mission together.

The Bible says that a worthy gospel life is that we can show tolerance for one another. I can know something about you and you can know something about me and we can still be friends.

This takes spiritual maturity. It takes adopting this worthy calling as a life calling. The final way given in this portion of the text is … 

V. Be Diligent to Preserve Unity

Ephesians 4:3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Before I got into ministry I was an average Christian who worked a job and served in one of the ministries of my church. 
· Since I was young and not part of the leadership team. I thought maintaining unity would not be all that hard. I thought the way it worked in the church is that we are all excited about Jesus and we were excited when Jesus won. 
· Whether that victory was his ultimate victory of sin and death, a new convert, or new ways he was working in people’s lives.
· But now that I have seen more and experience more, I have learned that sometimes maintaining unity is hard work. Satan continually words to divide and separate and we work to remain unified. 

Notice that the text says that we must work at it. It is not automatic. It requires effort and diligence on our part.

I want to suggest that there are at least 6 things we must do to maintain unity.
1. Believe that our unity is better than our differences. We are making a value proposition.
2. Believe that you have something to contribute to me. You are important to my growth and encouragement in Jesus (connect to the testimonies).
3. Believe that I have something to contribute to you. You must believe that being with me will be a value to you. You will gain wisdom or care because you are with me.
4. Believe that we are better together. Our unity creates a multiplicative effect. We can do things together that each of us individually could never accomplish.
5. Do not sabotage your relationships. Listening to gossip destroys relationships. Proverbs 16:28 says, a slanderer separates intimate friends. Only hearing one side of a story is never sufficient. It does not mean that side is wrong, but every side needs examined.
6. Confront quickly rather than allow bitterness to do its work. Once bitterness and resentment has set in, only a radical movement of God changes people’s minds. Solve issues fast rather than wait.

Our motivation will be seen more clearly in our sermon next week, but I would like to share the next few verses.

Ephesians 4:4-6 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.

Our common bond as believers is described with a series of ones: One body // One Spirit // One hope // One Lord // One Faith // One Baptism // One God and Father

As we look at the common things we share, it must overcome the things that we do not share.

Why do we need to be so thankful? Why do we need to be so knowledgeable? Why do we need to pray so much?

Because walking worthy is not easy. We see that God expect his children to walk worthy of the gospel calling by exercising … Humility, gentleness, patience, showing tolerance, and protecting unity. 

I have loved the emphasis this year. We Steward the Gospel by (1) preaching the gospel to ourselves in 5 to 10 second increments through the day to be strengthened through the mercy of Jesus and the glorious ministry he gave; by (2) growing in our understanding of the gospel so we see how the Bible fits together; and by (3) living worthy of the gospel.  
· Unless you would confess that you have humility, gentleness, patience, tolerance, and unity down pat, it sounds like we all have some work to do. 



