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Our annual theme is Prioritizing the Gospel, so it is fitting that for stewardship month we are seeking to grow in our Stewardship of the Gospel. 

This month we ask you to commit to doing 3 things:

1) Stewardship Devotional

2) November 22 Stewardship Celebration. 

Please attend the 10:00 am all-church Sunday AM worship service at the Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds and then return that evening at 5pm for our Stewardship Banquet. Please sign up for your free tickets so we can plan for food and seating.

3) Memorize the 4 Principles of Stewardship

Four Principles of Stewardship
1. God owns everything, I own nothing.
2. God entrusts you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given; He wants you to increase it.
4. God can call you into account at any time, and it may be today.

The four messages during stewardship month are:

 (1) Preaching the Gospel to Yourself
 (2) Growing in our Understanding of the Gospel 
 (3) Living Worthy of the Gospel 
 (4) Proclaiming the Excellencies of the Gospel

Please turn in your Bible to Ephesians 4:1-6. Our subject today is Living Worthy of the Gospel. [READ Ephesians 4:1-6]

Ephesians 4:1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called 

The title of the message from the main command in v. 1.

Before we see how we live worthy in verses 2-6. I want to explain a few key parts of verse 1.

1) The “Therefore” in v. 1 gives the reason and motivation for the Christian living worthy…It’s because of our identity in Christ explained in chapters 1-3. 

Paul exemplifies in the first three chapters what our first two themes of Stewardship.
· Preaching the gospel 
· Growing in Understanding of the Gospel

John MacArthur once wrote, “The Christian life is simply the process of becoming what you are.”

2) Paul wrote from jail when he was unjustly imprisoned.

He is a “prisoner of the Lord.” All the Christian life is lived in the realm of Christ’s Lordship, including hard times and sufferings. So, there is a powerful purpose for the way I live even in trials. Even when Paul is chained for obeying his calling in Christ. His identity in Christ does not change nor his calling. Following Christ’s calling involves costly commitment, and…

The command to walk worthy really matters for the Christian in circumstances that could make it seem not worth it.

3) Paul urges us to walk in a way that is worthy.

The Bible uses the word “walk” to describe our behaviors and the way we live. You could use the word “live” as some translations do.

Before God saving us by his grace through faith in Jesus Christ.
How did we walk? Eph 2:1-2 - And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,
2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world…
But now because of the saving grace of God through faith, we are created in Christ Jesus for good works that God prepared for us to walk in that is consistent with his calling.

Eph 2:8-10 “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”

Worthy communicates there is to be consistency between the way we live and the calling of God. 

4). The calling is the required standard

This urging is required. He urges because of what we have received in Christ. There is motivation and purpose for which we received such a great salvation.
· God’s gracious calling gives great responsibilities. 
· The responsibility to walk worthy because of what we have received covers every part of our lives.
· It’s about stewardship, things graciously entrusted to us God expects us to be responsible.

So the main idea this morning is …

Main Idea: We live worthy of the gospel when our behavior is consistent with gospel priorities. 

I would like to discuss 5 ways we walk worthy that is consistent with gospel priorities. 

I. Humility

Ephesians 4:2a with all humility
· Without pride or arrogance.

A proud life is not consistent with the good news about Jesus Christ and our calling.

· The gospel proclaims you cannot save yourself because you are not righteous, but the proud person lives like they are good enough and powerful enough that they don’t need the power of God to save them.
· The gospel reveals you are saved by God’s kindness, but the proud thinks they can do it by their works, instead of receiving salvation by faith through the work of Jesus Christ.
· Walking with humility looks like John the Baptist who says “He [Jesus] must increase and I must decrease.” Pride says I must increase and Jesus must decrease. 

To understand what pride vs humility looks like walked out… I find Stuart Scott’s book on Pride and Humility helpful to consider the contrast:

	Humility
	Pride

	I listen and respond to facts
	I draw conclusions without careful evaluation

	I recognize that I could be wrong
	I am right regardless of the facts

	I am thankful for what I have been given
	I am ungrateful regardless of the efforts of others

	I exercise self-control
	I am moody and whiny

	I am willing to change based on criticism
	I am devastated by criticism

	I know I am dependent and I pray for help
	I don’t need to pray

	I serve others
	I take advantage of others



Example 1: Children arguing. I make assumptions and discipline without listening first to the understand the facts because I draw conclusions based on certain children past behavior and patterns.

Example 2: Marriage: I made a poor decision as a husband without considering God’s Word, but because I am the head of the family, I am right no matter what factual realities are presented to me.

Example 3: Gratitude/thankfulness. What we have comes from the gracious generosity of God and his work through us. You did not choose your parents. Choose certain physical capabilities and capacities etc. But we can boast and be proud. Or think certain gifts are entitlements. Marriage…children…work…

Example 5: Growth requires a humility to acknowledge change is necessary. The proud person thinks they know everything. They function like they are God as if they never need anyone’s counsel, an aspect for which only God is worshipped! To grow and change and mature to be more like Christ and walk worthy I must believe it is necessary to be corrected, instructed, and disciplined by the Lord and the means of change he puts in my life. Criticism often shows change is necessary, but sometimes we reject criticism even such that is for our good and growth.

Example 6: Dependance in Prayer.

Example 7: Jesus came to serve and not be served and to give his life as a ransom for man…we are servants of Jesus Christ who are not greater than our master. 

How is walking worthy with humility connected with stewardship?

A steward recognizes that everything we have we first received as a gift from our gracious God. That should keep us humble. What do we have in Christ that we did not first graciously receive through him!
· So being entrusted with blessings that come from God’s work impacts how we live with humility instead of arrogance.

Paul modeled humility among the Ephesians in his farewell address to them:
Acts 20:18-20 – ““You yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews; how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house, solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Jesus is the perfect example of walking worthy in humility and his humble cross-work motivates us to walk worthy with all humility.
· Cf. Phil 2:6-11

II. Be Gentle

Ephesians 4:2b with all … gentleness

It’s often associated with humility, meekness, kindness. 

Gentleness is contrasted with harshness. 

Scholar and Pastor, Andy Naselli, defines gentleness as “the virtue of humbly and wisely showing tender kindness to someone.”

So, to be gentle does not mean you are weak, or a coward, or a wimp. When to be gentle requires wisdom and humility in walking in obedience to Christ. 

Here are some helpful contrasts adapted from Andy Naselli’s article on this topic, ‘Must We Be Weak to Be Gentle?’ American Reformer, August 7, 2023.

[Insert Chart]
	What Gentleness Is Like
	What Gentleness Is Not Like

	 a slowly flowing stream (Isaiah 8:6)
	dangerously surging rapids

	a soft whisper (1 Kings 19:11–12)
	a great and strong wind or an earthquake or a fire

	soldiers dealing mercifully with an enemy (2 Samuel 18:5)
	violence

	carefully handling a tender twig and nurturing it so that it can flourish (Ezekiel 17:22)
	breaking a twig

	speaking in a peaceful way that reduces the intensity (Proverbs 15:1)
	speaking harshly

	speaking softly and patiently with the result that you disarm and persuade (Proverbs 25:15)
	speaking harshly

	a disposition that is kind, generous, and gracious (Acts 24:4)
	a disposition that is unkind, ungenerous, and ungracious

	a light breeze that is refreshing, desirable, pleasant, and helpful (Acts 27:13–14)
	a hurricane-force wind

	a good and considerate master (1 Peter 2:18)
	an unjustly harsh master

	Jesus (Isaiah 40:10-11; Matthew 11:29)
	people who are arrogant, hardened, and brash



There is both a strong side and soft side to being gentle. 

When people are hurting, we want to show tender kindness in wise ways. What does it look like to show strength and gentleness in the following situations?

· A friend doesn’t invite you to the activity/event but invites others. It can be tempting to treat them harshly when they reach out to you the next time.
· A co-worker does not perform to certain expectations and as a result you have additional work and challenges because of their poor performance. You can be tempted to be harsh toward them.
· A family member who regularly pushes your buttons over the holidays. You can be tempted to be harsh.
· As a parent you instruct and remind your child repeatedly. Then you can be tempted to be harsh.
· Your spouse did not listen well to you so you might be tempted to be harsh.

What does gentleness look like?

· To the friend who didn’t invite me…bringing my hurt and desires to the Lord and then seeking out that friend not being vengeful to specifically exclude them from a hangout that I have because I want to get back at them to make them feel what I felt.
· To the family member….Lovingly talking with that family member in private and expressing the way they seek to incite a response that they may not be aware of and seeking to respond without blowing up in front of the family.
· For the co-worker we are talking about gentle clear loving feedback for what is required and expected in the job and the impact of them not doing their work on others. 
· For the parent, we expect appropriate obedience and submission and reasonable consequences for their actions, but we are open to forgiveness and reconciliation.
· For the spouse, we demonstrate patience and tolerance in repeating with gentleness knowing that sometimes the biggest concerns in their mind, may not be the biggest concerns in our mind and sometimes we all have a challenge transitioning our focus from one thing to the next. 

So being gentle in a manner worthy of our calling may not meet someone’s view of what feels nice, and being gentle doesn’t make you a pushover. These kind of gentle responses require strength.

What does this look in stewardship of the gospel with people who do not know the Lord? How does humility and gentleness go together in the way we share Christ?

John MacArthur helpfully wrote, “the person who is truly meek and gentle according to God’s standards has the right attitude toward the unsaved. He does not look down on them with a feeling of superiority but longs for their salvation, knowing that he himself was once lost—and would still be lost but for God’s grace.” (John F. MacArthur Jr., Ephesians, MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1986), 126)

As we consider this we are reminded how much we need to depend on the Lord, grow in wisdom, and pray for his help.

Praise the Lord we have a Savior who can help us with this because he was both strong and gentle perfectly.

Exemplified perfectly by our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 40:10-11- “Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, with His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His reward is with Him and His recompense before Him. Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, in His arm He will gather the lambs and carry them in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes.”

III. Be Patient

Ephesians 4:2c with patience


IV. Show Tolerance in Love

Ephesians 4:2d - showing tolerance for one another in love


V. Be Diligent to Preserve Unity

Ephesians 4:3 - being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Walking worthy takes some immediate work on our part.

Verse 3 emphasizes the immediate effort that is our responsibility to preserve the unity of the Spirit.
· There is a reality of unity that we are responsible to steward.

The church preserves a unity that has already been purchased by the reconciling work of Jesus Christ (Eph 2:11-22) 	
…a unity of the Holy Spirit which the Holy Spirit creates.

· This unifying achievement was by God’s power!
· Now by God’s power we walk worthy to maintain what we have been given. 

Our unity as a church is to be visible in the way that we relate to each other. 
This is something that takes hard diligent work.
1. Since Satan and spiritual forces of darkness diligently work to divide and destroy the church
2. Believers are tempted by their own deceived desires if not watching over their hearts with all diligence. 

What are some ways we can be diligent to maintain the unity of the Spirit?

1. Preaching and remembering the gospel/foundations we share.

The purpose and goal of unity for walking worthy of the gospel comes in view again in verse 4-6 that emphasize the unity that we share in Christ as the motivation.

Ephesians 4:4-6 – “There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.”

Our common bond as believers is described with a series of ones: One body // One Spirit // One hope // One Lord // One Faith // One Baptism // One God and Father.

The one body is church and there is one universal church united together by the one Holy Spirit. 

There is one hope of our calling remember verses 1…a hope that comes from God that is sure and certain in the summing up of all things in Christ a future expectancy we share.

There is one faith that we trust…delivered once and for all for the saints.

There is one baptism because there is one Lord, Jesus Christ, who baptizes with the Holy Spirit and unites believers together in him as his body the church.

Notice three of the things we share are the persons of the Trinity. 
· One Spirit
· One Lord
· One God and Father

The point is as we look at the common things we share as one in Christ, we value those more than the differences. This comes through preaching the gospel.

2. I value others in the body and their contribution. I believe and maintain a view that you have something to contribute to the body. You are valuable to my growth and maturity in Christ. This strengthens the body in unity.
3. I am diligent to contribute to the body. There are spiritual gifts and purpose I bring for the building up and maturing of the body. This strengthens body in unity.
4. Believe that through maintaining unity the powerful wisdom of God is on display for the world that magnifies the glory of the gospel. So you believe its better that we strive together side by side for the advance of the gospel (Phil 1:27).
5. You are seeking to be a peacemaker and reconciler not a saboteur in relationships with believers. Slanderers separate close friends, lying lips the Lord hates, so Christians speak the truth in love for the edification of the body.
6. Seek to address issues and problems quickly in relationships letting no root of bitterness form, and putting off sinful anger to not give the devil a foothold.

How incredible that we get to follow the footsteps of our Savior! That we can be considered worthy of our calling in how we walk, and if we are walking worthy of the gospel in these ways our gospel witness will be powerful to the world and we are living for the purpose that Jesus saved us!

Let’s pray.
