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Introduction

There are rare times in life when you see something and there is a sense in which it changes you forever. Not everyone sees the same things, and not everything has the same effect on everyone, but sometimes you witness something it has an incredible effect on how you view the world or how you view yourself. 

You probably remember well the first time you saw one of your children. You remember the moment when they entered the world, you remember hearing them cry for the first time, and you probably remember the first time you held them in your arms. People say all the time that having kids and seeing your own child gives you a feeling that you cannot explain and that you didn’t even know was real. I thought they watched too many Halmark movies until I had my own child. 

There are other things in life besides the beginning of someone’s life that almost make an imprint within your mind. Sometimes it is when you see the end of someone’s life. You see someone in their last days, you see someone you love suffering, or maybe you even see someone take their last breath here on earth. And now you look at life a little differently and value relationships more than you did before. 

Or maybe you don’t see someone dying, maybe you see someone living, but they are living in such a state that you did not know was even possible on this earth. Perhaps you have gone on missions trips to other countries where you have witnessed disease, poverty, and malnutrition beyond what you thought was possible. Or maybe you’ve helped at the homeless shelter and after seeing people here in our county, you now have a different perspective on your own material possessions and how you use your money. 

Change also happened in the Gospels when people saw Jesus for who He truly was. When they witness the character, the words, and the compassion of Christ, it moved them to live life differently. 

Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector and had accumulated great wealth because of his occupation and when He saw and understood who Jesus was, it caused him to repent, give half of his possessions to the poor, and he said he would give back four times as much to anyone who he had defrauded as a tax collector. 
 
The Samaritan woman at the well in John chapter 4 seemed to find her fulfillment and satisfaction in life in men. Yet, when she saw and understood how Jesus is the Messiah who has come to save, it changed so that she spread the Gospel to others in her town so that they might believe as well. 

The Apostle Paul, prior to his conversion, was a man who despised Christians and sought their imprisonment and death. Yet on the road to Damascus, Paul saw the glory of Jesus Christ and He became a man of God who desired to spread the message of the Gospel as far as he possibly could and see others become the thing that he now was in Christ and the same thing that he once hated. 

Now we do not currently have the privilege of seeing Jesus in the flesh, but we have been able to see him clearly through our study in the book of Hebrews this year. I believe the book of Hebrews is something that when we look at it closely, with spiritual eyes and with a new heart, it changes us.

This morning, we are beginning the 13th chapter, the last chapter, of the book of Hebrews. And by now the author of this letter has seemingly done everything within his ability to show you a picture of Jesus the Son of God that is so beautiful, so grand, so majestic, so holy, and so glorious that you should have no other response but to stand in awe because of the truth that is laid out before you. 

We have seen repeatedly that Jesus is better than everyone and everything that came before Him. The word that we receive from Jesus is a better word than what came before. He is better than the angels because none of the angels ever had the privilege of being God’s own Son, but Jesus has reigned with the Father for eternity. He is a better deliverer than Moses and Savior of the people. He provides a better rest than what the Old Testament saints ever experienced in their time in Israel. 

Jesus is a better high priest because He is not a high priest according to the law but according to the order of Melchizedek which means His priesthood is not bound by the law and it is an eternal priesthood that lasts for forever. He is a better mediator that stands before the people and God and He is the mediator of a better covenant, the new covenant, where the law is not written on tablets by God but written on our own hearts. And to establish that better covenant He became a better sacrifice than anything before because He was able to offer Himself, a holy and blameless substitute. 

Jesus endured the cross so that we would no longer live in slavery to sin, so that we would no longer live in fear, so that we would no longer live under the law, and as the author says here at the end of chapter 12, it is so that we can approach Him Who is a consuming fire and rather than be consumed we stand in reverence and awe of His saving grace. 

And I am sure that seeing Jesus for who He is over this past year has changed you in specific ways. 

Here in chapter 13 of Hebrews, the author begins to wrap up the book with application and what he is doing is helping us understand that, “if you have seen the glory of this Jesus I’m presenting you, here are some specific ways you need to change.” 
And so follow along with me as I read from Hebrews 13:1-6. 

Now you notice that these application points are not long and complex. These are not actions or attitudes that are foreign to our thinking, but these applications points require a heart that has been changed. To implement these actions and attitudes in your life, you have to be a person who has a relationship with the Lord because these are qualities that naturally only our Lord possesses. 

So, let’s take this morning to walk through five points of application we can take from the book of Hebrews. 

I. Love the Saints

This is probably the most basic application point that you should take from the book of Hebrews. If you were to look at the first 12 chapters of the book of Hebrews and ask the question, “Well so what? What should it change in my life?” this is the answer, because what we have seen through this entire letter is the sacrificial love of God. 

God showed intentional effort in sending His own Son, Jesus Christ, to take the form of a man, live a life where He experienced the temptations of the world, and died a sacrificial death where He was a substitute for sins. That is the greatest kind of love that is possible and that kind of love is intentional. 

Our love therefore…
A. This takes intentional effort
B. We can love in this way because we are united in Christ
We read earlier in the book of Hebrews that they had this kind of love because of their union with Christ. 
Hebrews 6:10 - 10 For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.
These Christians here in Hebrews have been modeling this kind of love already in their own church. 

The kind of love that puts others before oneself, the kind of love that meets needs, and the kind of love that loves in the same way that Christ has loved us. 

That is exactly what we studied over the summer where Christ says in…
John 13:34–35 - 34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
This is a new commandment, not because the love of God was never seen in the Old Testament, but because the love of God is seen in its clearest, richest, and costliest sense in the death of God’s own Son. The love of Christ on the cross is a love that is willing to die for the benefit of another. 

We have seen this kind of love a lot recently in our church family. Love that gives for the benefit of another. It has been mentioned before that our Faith Groups here at Faith West and the other fellowship groups at East and North have been going through a book study on the topic of the one anothers this fall. It has been a great book to read together first because it is a reminder of truths that are significant for the Christian life but also because it’s been a great time to just revaluate how we are doing at practicing these commands on a daily basis. 
Members in my faith group have already had ways to put this into practice. Just a few weeks ago I had the privilege of preaching at the funeral service for Kelly Grish’s father up in Chesterton, IN. Chesterton is all the way up in Northern Indiana and as I went up there, I was not really sure how many other familiar faces I would see simply because it was about an hour and a half to and an hour and forty-five-minute drive. But it was quite the blessing to know that four others from the group were able to drive up north for the day to spend time with Kelly who was mourning the loss of her dad. And I recently heard that multiple of them are going to travel back up to Chesterton to help Kelly clean our her dad’s house when that time comes.  

That is what Christlike love looks like because it is the kind of love that is willing to sacrifice in order to give something to someone else. Their presence at the funeral cost them a good portion of their day but God is glorified by that kind of love because it is a love that reflects His love for us, His people. 

Now I have two questions for you as we consider how to love one another. 

1. When you love, is it a sacrificial love? Not all occasions of loving someone are going to hurt. Listen when I take my daughter out for a treat at Mccord’s candies downtown it doesn’t really hurt. You can bet if she is walking out with something sugary that daddy will be too. So, not all love needs to sting, but sometimes, love should have a cost to it. And my question to you is, how often does your love cost you? 
2. My second question is this, have you put yourself in a position to be able to act with this kind of love on a regular basis? I didn’t tell the people in my Faith Group to travel up to Chesterton to be with Kelly for the day, but they chose to do it because they fellowship with Kelly every week on Thursdays at Faith Group. You have to have some degree of close proximity on a regular basis to be knowing people in the church, enough that you can jump on ways to sacrificially love. 

If you are not in a Faith Group or in some form of fellowship group here at the church, I encourage you to join one. As I said before we are currently walking through a study on the one anothers and you are welcome to jump on board with this study at any point. 

If you need more information about joining a fellowship group such as a Faith Group or a college Bible study, come talk to someone after the service and we would love to get you connected. 

Now love is the beginning of where the author of Hebrews stars here but it is not where he ends. He begins to branch off into related subjects and the next being that we as Christians are to…

II.  Show Hospitality

This idea of hospitality is similar to loving the brethren but the recipient is different because this word for hospitality implies that they person whom you are loving is someone who is not very close to you. It is showing compassion and kindness to someone who is a guest or a visitor in some sense. 

This kind of love can be easily neglected in our day. 
A. This can easily be neglected
In part because loving people is hard for everyone but also because our culture here in America does not emphasize hospitality like many other cultures in the world. 

Other cultures in the world have very strong hospitality and people will welcome almost anyone and everyone to come join the family for the day. You can come as you are, eat our food, and stay as long as you would like. Your company here is a blessing to all of us and we want you to feel like you are part of the family. 

America on the other hand typically says come as you are, eat our food, stay as long as you want as long as you give a months’ notice, bring a side dish, and leave by 7:30! 

Now even though we will live in an individualistic culture, we not neglect to show hospitality because…

B. We never know how God is going to use hospitality

Before we go any further, I need to explain something about this text and most of you probably know what I’m referring to. It says here, 

“2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.”

This passage gets quoted all the time because it sounds really good right? It almost sounds like it is saying, you need to show hospitality because you just never know when someday the person you are showing hospitality to is an angel! 

Now I don’t think the point of this passage is to tell us that we should be hospitable because one day we might have an angel sitting at our dining room table. That would kind of defeat the purpose of the passage because then this would not be able actually loving a stranger but about waiting for you chance to “hit the lottery” and have an angel meet you for lunch at Chick Fil A. 

This right here is an Old Testament reference to Abraham in Genesis 18:1-3. 

Genesis 18:1–3 
1 Now the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, while he was sitting at the tent door in the heat of the day. 2 When he lifted up his eyes and looked, behold, three men were standing opposite him; and when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth, 3 and said, “My Lord, if now I have found favor in Your sight, please do not pass Your servant by.

Abraham in this scene ministers to these strangers who ended up being the Lord and His angels. Abraham showed them hospitality not realizing how this fit into the plan of God. He didn’t realize at first how significant this event was and what was going to come out of it. 

And so we like Abraham, are not always certain in the moment how God will use our hospitality for His kingdom. Sometimes you get lunch with someone, or you have them over for dinner, and you never talk to them again. That happens all the time. You tried to make a connection, and it just didn’t work out. But other times, you end up making a friend for life, or more importantly, a brother or sister for eternity. 

If you were to walk around here on a Sunday morning and ask the people of Faith West, “How did you come to be a member here at this church?”, I think you might be shocked by how many of those stories began with an occasion of someone at the church showing them hospitality. 

I hear people all the time tell me, 
· “I came to Faith because someone from work invited me” 
· “So and so sat next to me and then invited me to their small group”
· “This person invited me over for lunch one of the first times I was here and from that moment on I knew this was the church for me”

So, what does it look like for you to show hospitality to someone this fall? 
· Do you need to invite someone over for dinner? 
· What about getting coffee with that one person you have been meaning to talk with? 
· Have you noticed someone new at church that doesn’t have anyone to sit with? 

God can use our hospitality to bring Him glory and sometimes even draw one of His children to Himself. 

The author of Hebrews goes on and says that we are to…

III.  Remember Those Suffering

Hebrews 13:3 
3 Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body.

It can be assumed that the people here are in prison because they have been persecuted for their faith in Jesus Christ. 

This is not saying that Christians need to just go and be with all of the people in prison whether they are there for murder, stealing, or who knows what. Prison ministries are great but I don’t think that’s what this is referring to. This is about showing love to brothers and sisters who have been locked away as a consequence for publicly following Christ. 

We saw this just few chapters ago in chapter 10. 
Hebrews 10:34 - 34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one.
The author here in chapter 13 tells us we are to remember the prisoners. 
A. This “remembering” implies action
B. Our empathy stems from our shared humanity 

The reason why we should be so connected, so involved, and so available for Christians who are suffering and especially those for their faith is because we are all of one body. 

Paul writes in…
1 Corinthians 12:26 - 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
We should have a degree of unity that is so strong that we can’t help ourselves but be there for brothers and sisters who are suffering. 

Love is sacrificial and love is also aware of when it is needed most. Believers should be ready to meet needs in the body whenever the opportunity arises. 

The author of Hebrews now switches gears a little bit from focusing on body life to love within the realm of marriage. 

IV. Honor Marriage

Hebrews 13:4 
4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.

God designed marriage to be a representation of the relationship between His Son Jesus Christ and the church that the Lord Jesus purchased with His blood. The author here goes into two different applications here on the topic of marriage.   

A. The bond of marriage is to remain unbroken

Because this a representation between Christ and the church, it must represent unity. A man and a woman who are married are now considered one flesh and their lives are knit together. 

Now Christ and His bride will never be separated from one another. This is a unity that will never change and will never dissolve. God has intended the church be with Christ forever and to one day reign with Him for eternity. Therefore, since there will be no separation with Christ and His bride, marriage in this world is not intended to end in separation. 

Our Lord says it this way… 
Matthew 19:4–6 - 4 And He answered and said, “Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE, 5 and said, ‘FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH’? 6 “So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”
One of the greatest ways to honor God in this life is by honoring the covenant of marriage. 

We could go into this for weeks but we just don’t have time for that so briefly here are three different ways we can honor and protect this covenant. 

And if you can’t tell at this point, yes, I like lists. 

1. Ask yourself if you are married: What am I actively doing to protect, cultivate, and grow my marriage? 
You should be able to come up with some practical ways you are doing this because this has to be an active endeavor. 
-There is a sense in which marriage is like a garden that needs to be cultivated on a regular basis because without that regular care, it will not bear the fruit desired and will instead reap weeds and all sorts of invasive thistles. 
-It is like a bank vault of gold that has to be protected 24/7 against robbers and thieves who would love to rob you of what is most precious. 
-And it is also a bridge that often needs careful inspection on a regular basis, lest some compromise in its structure grow unknowingly to the point that it becomes catastrophic overnight. 

-Honoring your own marriage before your spouse and God requires intention. When passivity and naivety lead the way in a marriage, they will not lead to blessing but rather to confusion, chaos, and sometimes destruction. 

2. Something else you can ask: Is there someone else in my life that I need to check on regarding their marriage? 
-Now this is a hard one. We can easily say to ourselves, “Other people’s problems are other people’s problems. I don’t want to get involved in their business and they don’t want me to get involved in their business.” 
-That would be like me going around other people’s houses when I’m over visiting, inspecting every nook and cranny to see if they clean their toilets and scrub their showers. Nobody wants me to do that! Those are personal matters! 
-I wouldn’t view it like that. If your neighbor saw smoke rolling out from behind your house, would you like them to come and check to see if your house was on fire? Your answer could be, “Well I’m glad you checked but we are actually just having a cookout today so there is nothing to worry about.” 
-Or it could be, “Thank you for checking because our house was on fire and we didn’t even realize it. I’m so thankful that you would be willing to come over and say something. 
-It can be really hard to ask someone, “Hey, are you guys doing okay? I noticed _______ the other day”, but loving one another as a body means you are willing to help a brother and sister walk in a way that pleases the Lord, even if it sometimes uncomfortable for you. 

3. My last question here: Are you inviting others to speak into your marriage? 
We should be invested in others enough to reach out to them when they have a problem, but are you open to others asking you about how your marriage is doing? 
I encourage you to listen when others come with a possible concern. 

Beyond just the bond of marriage…

B. The bed of marriage is to remain undefiled
2 Timothy 2:22 - 22 Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.
Ephesians 5:3 - 3 But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints;
Adultery is sinful and wicked without question, but let us not forget that this form of sin like all others begins in the heart. Our sin must be killed at it’s heart level and replaced with righteousness if we are to please God with our marriages. 

Now our last stop for the day is about money. And when it comes to topic of money, we need to…

V. Place Your Confidence in the Lord

Hebrews 13:5–6 
5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,” 6 so that we confidently say, “THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?”

First we see that…
A. Money competes with God for your affection 

Our Lord said it Himself that we can either serve God or money, but it is impossible to serve two masters. 

Money competes with our affections not because we all naturally crave green pieces of paper, but because of what money can give us. 

The love of money, like all other sins, is built on a foundation of lies and when we begin to believe those lies, then we become discontent with the amount of money we currently have. 

It is quoted that Rockefeller once said that he would have enough money if he just had a million more. In other words, he admitted that he would never be satisfied with the amount of money he had. 

And…
B. If you’re not content, then you’re not free

If you love money then you do things for money and not for God. You love what money gives you and begin to be dissatisfied with the things God can give. You rely more in life on your physical eyes rather than the spiritual eyes you now have in Christ. And when you look to others, you desire what they have and their riches, rather and the character and reputation they possess. 

The book of Ecclesiastes shows just how futile a life pursuing money really is. 

Ecclesiastes 5:10–20 - 10 He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves abundance with its income. This too is vanity. 11 When good things increase, those who consume them increase. So what is the advantage to their owners except to look on? 12 The sleep of the working man is pleasant, whether he eats little or much; but the full stomach of the rich man does not allow him to sleep. 13 There is a grievous evil which I have seen under the sun: riches being hoarded by their owner to his hurt. 14 When those riches were lost through a bad investment and he had fathered a son, then there was nothing to support him. 15 As he had come naked from his mother’s womb, so will he return as he came. He will take nothing from the fruit of his labor that he can carry in his hand. 16 This also is a grievous evil—exactly as a man is born, thus will he die. So what is the advantage to him who toils for the wind? 17 Throughout his life he also eats in darkness with great vexation, sickness and anger. 18 Here is what I have seen to be good and fitting: to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself in all one’s labor in which he toils under the sun during the few years of his life which God has given him; for this is his reward. 19 Furthermore, as for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth, He has also empowered him to eat from them and to receive his reward and rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God. 20 For he will not often consider the years of his life, because God keeps him occupied with the gladness of his heart.
Our great High Priest is richer than we could ever imagine and we must not put the gifts and the riches we have been graciously given as more significant than the One who gives those gifts. 

Now one of the greatest lies we can easily believe about money is that money provides us with security and protection. 

C. God alone is able to help, secure, and provide



Psalm 121:1–2  - 1 I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; From where shall my help come? 2 My help comes from the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.
