
Good to be with you again on this Lord’s Day. We are still walking through our series of Prioritizing the Gospel because Living a Jesus Intended means to make Jesus great in our lives in both speech and conduct. 
Please turn with my to 1 Timothy 6:1-10, 17-19
We’ve titled this sermon – "Godliness with Contentment is Great Gain." 
In this sermon we want to focus on honoring God through workplace integrity, spiritual contentment, and faithful stewardship of wealth. Let’s look at the first part of our outline
I. Honor the Lord by faithfully working
What is interesting about what we are about to learn is the context for which the Apostle Paul us writing under – and he is writing under a context of slavery. 
Sown into the fabric of the Roman Empire was slavery. Now perhaps no sooner then I said the word slavery, your mind instantly went to the kind of Chatel slavery that many of us here today are familiar with. 
That is, the kind of slavery where a person is taken and forced to perform all sorts of things. They are owned. They had no rights whatsoever. If they wanted to sell you, they could do so for a price. 
Whatever they told you to do you did – or face serious consequences that could actually end in the death of that slave.
But during the Roman Empire, slavery was much broader than that. For instance,
· Debt Slavery. If you could not afford to pay the person you are indebted to back, you could place yourself under that person until your debt was paid. 

· Prisoner of War Slavery. If you were captured in war against, you would become a slave and they would make sport of you. Some would fight in the Roman Colosseums and if you refused, you’d be killed. Others would work in houses or outside working the land.

· Economic Slavery. If the economy was bad and you could not find a job, you could sell yourself into slavery. 

· Forced Slavery. This is the kind of slavery we are mostly familiar with. People are trafficked to and fro, forced to do all sorts of things. You had no rights whatsoever. You were owned. This kind of slavery tended to be absolutely brutal. You are nothing more than an animal. 

· Born into Slavery. Something you were born into. That was your status. 

That is the context in which Paul is writing under. Now, note what he tells Timothy and by extension to all of us believers in Christ. 

He said that we are to honor our Lord not only in our work, but we are to honor the Lord

a. Even under challenging conditions (v. 1)
Note what he said…

1 Timothy 6:1 “All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine will not be spoken against.”

Wait – stop the bus and let’s get out and think about what Paul just said. He is expecting believers under slavery to work hard under the conditions they are? 

Yes, that is exactly what he is saying!

Please understand that we have no idea the kind of conditions those believers in Christ were working under. 

There seemed to be some measure of freedom to assemble as a believing community. 

But the point I am making is that if these believers are able to maintain their Christian witness under such challenging conditions, then what is our excuse? 

In our American society, we have platter of jobs we can choose, depending on our levels of education. 

Regardless of what Job we receive, Paul is setting forth our Christian obligation to glorify God in these ways

· Treat your employer or those in authority over with dignity and respect.
· Protect the reputation of God's name and doctrine from slander. 
If we call ourselves believers, it ought to follow that our conduct reflect in our speech and conduct. 
Now, we are not only told to work under difficult circumstances or if our employer is an unbeliever, but we are also to have an even greater work ethic especially if our employer happens to be believers! 
b. Especially when they are believers (v. 2)
1 Timothy 6:2 “Those who have believers as their masters must not be disrespectful to them because they are brethren, but must serve them all the more, because those who partake of the benefit are believers and beloved. Teach and preach these principles.”
We are not always going to agree on every point with our employer. We may not even like all of the policies. 
In fact, there will be times when it can be difficult to work under a Christian employer for a number of reason. 
But that gives us no right to fly off the handle as believers, setting aside our biblical mandate to give honor to whom honor is due, especially if they are your fellow believer in Christ. 
We need to understand that God has placed that believers in authority over us!  
So…
· Avoid disrespecting fellow believers in authority. 
· Serve them even more diligently because he is a beloved brother or sister in Christ. 
II. Pursue Godliness and Contentment 
a. Because we can be deceived to trust false teaching (vv. 3–5)
1 Timothy 6:3-5 “If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 4 he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.” 
Paul’s warning is generic.
· Reject any false teachings that contradict the words of Jesus Christ.
· False teachers often view religion as a way to get rich. 
The ministry is not a place to accrue wealth, but it is a place in which we learn to trust the Lord with the provisions he provides for us and learn contentment in our journey of faith. 
The false teachers were just that, finding way to make profit, twisting the Scriptures in order to accrue more and more wealth from God’s people.
But far more valuable than money is godliness – 
b. Because godliness is a means of great benefit
Timothy 6:6-8 “ But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. 7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. 8 If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.”
There are some people I know who have very little, yet are so content with that they have. They often are the one to criticize and moan.  
It’s those who have much who tend to be the complainers because they always want more and more and more…
· Remembering we brought nothing into this world and take nothing out.
· Being satisfied with basic necessities like food and clothing. 
III. Reject the belief that money will solve all your problems
Perhaps all the areas where we need to be theologically coached in the most it would be in the area of money and thinking that if we won the lottery or something that it would solve all of our problems when in fact it does not. 
In fact, having more money and more things tend to make our lives more complicated. It’s not that we can’t have things – the problem is when those things we have begin to rule our hearts, the degree to which we need those things or else! 
So we need to guard our hearts, as Proverbs 4:23 puts it. 
a. Because money can create problems (v. 9)
1 Timothy 6:9 “But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.” 
Greedy people always want more. And because they want more, they “fall into temptation and a snare” in the sense that there are so compulsive that their greed will ultimately lead them “into ruin and destruction.” 
Falling into spiritual traps that choke the soul…
     b. Because money can be the object of worship rather than the Lord (v. 10)
1 Timothy 6:10 “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”
c. Seeing how the craving for money pulls people away from the faith.
Did you hear that? Some people will walk actually away from the faith so that they worship the god of money! 
The love of material things has a very real potential of…
d. Inflicting unnecessary grief and pain upon oneself. 
I knew a family that was destroyed by the love of money and greed. In fact, a good many families are torn asunder after the parents have passed away because they end of fighting over the contents of what is passed down to them. 
And if it’s a huge allotment of money – there’s war!
 IV. Trust God, share, and enjoy his blessings 
a. Because money can lead to pride and misplaced hope (v. 17)
Money makes us comfortable – there’s a sense of security that comes with having money. That makes sense, right? 
But we need to exercise caution because it can create in our hearts an inflated sense of self-reliance, rather than give glory to God for enabling us to have wealth. 
Note what Paul says concerning the rich Christians in verse 17 – 
1 Timothy 6:17 “Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.”
To those whom God has given the ability to generate wealth
· Do not to be arrogant or haughty.
· Do not place hope in uncertain riches rather than in God.
The Lord gives and takes away…
b. Because God wants us to share (v. 18)
1 Timothy 6:18 “Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share…”
If the Lord has granted you to ability to generate money, I would hope and pray that what would follow generous wealth is a generous heart to be “rich in good deeds, generosity, and a willingness to share.”
It’s not that you have to give the farm away, but you can be a blessing to others in the church who have needs. 
And perhaps the Lord can use you to teach others about how to generate money or save money, that sort of thing. 
c. Because the Lord Promises True Abundant Life (v. 19)
1 Timothy 6:19 - …storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.


