[image: ]

[bookmark: _Hlk211933128][bookmark: _Hlk211933176]Fixing Our Hearts on Jesus
Embracing Our Purpose to Worship the God of Peace
Hebrews 13:20-25

Fixing our hearts on Jesus is seen in a believer’s life in so far as embracing our purpose to worship the God of peace. 
In fact, I just had a discussion with a person who said to me – “I don’t know what my purpose in life is.” This person has made a profession of faith in Christ. So I am walking this person through what his purpose in life is. 

I sometimes wonder why professing believers in Christ have lost their compass, so to speak. Some have lost a sense of direction. And I have to wonder: is it because we haven’t fixed our hearts on Jesus with a steady persistence?  

If anyone who ought to have a good sense of spiritual direction it’s believers in Christ! In fact, that was Paul’s prayer for God’s people at Ephesus. If memory serves me correctly, we talked about this last year. 

In chapter 1, Paul said that he was thankful for these believers. Here’s what he said – “having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.” 

In other words, knowing your purpose is in proportion to your understanding of God and his Word. The more you and I understand His Word, the greater our spiritual disposition will be. 

And others will see that! After giving 5 warnings to the believers in the book of Hebrews 13:20-25, the author gives to them some closing remarks by way of doxology of embracing what we do know and living out our purpose in Christ. 

1. Warning 1 (Hebrews 2:1–4): Do not neglect the salvation that has been spoken. 
2. Warning 2 (Hebrews 3:7–4:13): Do not show unbelief or disobedience, which can lead to a hardening of the heart. 
3. Warning 3 (Hebrews 5:11–6:12): Do not be "dull of hearing" but grow in maturity and faith. 
4. Warning 4 (Hebrews 10:19–39): Do not shrink back from commitment to Christ, and be aware of the danger of deliberate sin. 
5. Warning 5 (Hebrews 12:14–29): Do not reject or disregard the warning of God, which can lead to eternal judgment.
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Hebrews 13:20-25 “Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. But I urge you, brethren, bear with this word of exhortation, for I have written to you briefly. Take notice that our brother Timothy has been released, with whom, if he comes soon, I will see you. Greet all of your leaders and all the saints. Those from Italy greet you. Grace be with you all.”

From this passage I want us to draw out…

4 key responses to the message of Hebrews
I. Praise the Powerful God of Peace! 
A. He has power over death 
Hebrews 2:9-10 “But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone. For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.”
Understand who this God of peace is. This God of peace…
· Verse 9. Christ, humbled himself by becoming human, thus, leaving his exalted position and making himself lower the angelic hosts he created. (incarnation) 
Not only did this Prince of Peace lower himself on humanity’s level, he was born into this world to die. By becoming human, he “tasted death for everyone” (v.9) Christ had to die so that you wouldn’t have to pay the wage that your sins deserve. 

· Christ had to die as a man in order to regain a paradise lost.
· Christ had to taste death for everyone who believes so that he could attain what we never could. 
· Christ had to taste death for his people so that we could be what we were meant to be and that without him, we could never be. 

Verse 10. God the Father used suffering to “perfect the author of [our]salvation.” Here’s what that doesn’t mean: it doesn’t mean our Lord had any moral imperfect. 

What the author had in mind was that God The Father used suffering in Christ life in order for him to be the pioneer/leader of our faith who understands our weaknesses as human beings. 

And when Christ did that, he accomplished would none of us could! 

· Christ lived a life we could not live
· Christ died a death we should have died

Christ is the author of our salvation because he is the pioneer of our faith. Christ is the creator of our faith.   

B. He cares for His flock
Psalm 77:20 “You led Your people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron.” 
All of us who bear the name Christian can look back to their life and see the goodness of God and the grace of God in drawing us to himself. Some of us can perhaps think through a good many a circumstance in which we should be dead had it not been for the good Shepherd protecting those who would later become followers of Christ. 
He granting to us salvation, he likewise granted to us a life with him forever. 
C. His covenant is eternal
Hebrews 13:20 “Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant…”
Therefore, we…
II. Live to Do His Will 
A. Jesus equips us 
Hebrews 13:20-21 “…Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to do His will…”
When Jesus ascended on high, he gave gifts to us to accomplish what it is he wants us to accomplish. So then, if he has given to us a spiritual gift, then we ought use for the local body of believers our Lord has placed us with. 
Not what he said – 
“As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. “ – 1 Peter 4:10
Hebrews 9:11-14 “But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” 
B. Whose will are you living to serve?
Colossians 3:23-24 “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 
III. Work for His Glory
A. He works in us that which is pleasing to Him
Philippians 2:13 “…for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 
B. Who gets the glory in your life? 
Ephesians 3:20-21 “Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.”
IV. Be Bold for the Gospel
A. Carry out your mission 
2 Timothy 1:7-8 “For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God…
B. Live in community
Hebrews 10:23-25 - Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 
C. Rest in God’s grace
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