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Intro
· *transition from Great is Thy Faithfulness… 
· If you can believe it, we’re finishing up our time working through the Book of Hebrews today (please turn to Heb 13:20-25)
· That certainly doesn’t mean we’re done Fixing Our Hearts on Jesus – obviously that will continue until we see Him
· But in this last portion, we find ourselves in the Benediction of what is believed to be a sermon
· As such, it only makes sense that this final sermon in the series would match how the preacher closes this message
· Thus, we’ll conclude by Embracing Our Purpose to Worship the God of Peace
· *the conventional purpose of a benediction…
· Please listen as I read this final blessing over you all 
Text
· Hebrews 13:20-25 – 20 Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 21 equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 22 But I urge you, brethren, bear with this word of exhortation, for I have written to you briefly. 23 Take notice that our brother Timothy has been released, with whom, if he comes soon, I will see you. 24 Greet all of your leaders and all the saints. Those from Italy greet you. 25 Grace be with you all.
· In this benediction, we see… 4 key responses to the message of Hebrews
· All throughout Hebrews, the preacher has painted quite an awesome picture of God
· The sermon, as a whole, contains 5 “warning passages,” each of them painting a severe picture of what happens to anyone who falls away from God by willfully falling into sin or drifting away from faith in Him
· The early portions of the message spoke of the sacrifice of Jesus as our High Priest
· God is so holy that nothing defiled or covered in sin can come into His presence – that’s why animals needed to be slaughtered under the old covenant
· This comes to a point in chapter 9 when he says…
· Hebrews 9:22 – …under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.
· Jesus Himself needed to become that sacrifice, dying a brutal death of torture, facing the wrath of the Father that should have been ours to bear 
· We look at the cross and understand: This God is more serious about our sin than we can ever imagine (*explain?) 
· But the preacher turns up the heat even more
· Chapter 10 warns us against rejecting this sacrifice Jesus made 
· For anyone who won’t accept the gift of salvation found ONLY on the cross of Christ, that wrath of God for their sins still remains on them, and awaits eternal punishment in hell after death
· Indeed… 
· Hebrews 10:31 – It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
· The hall of faith in chapter 11 then bore testimony of the faithfulness of saints that have gone before us – many of whom faced terrible deaths for taking a stance for God – foreshadowing our passage today 
· After this, Chapter 12 compelled us to run this same race of faith, fixing our eyes on Jesus, who endured the cross for our salvation
· The topic then shifted to divine discipline, followed by a recounting of the Israelite’s encounter with the Lord on Mount Sinai
· Upon God’s arrival, it became an untouchable mountain, with haunting trumpet blasts, blazing fire, dense smoke, and the terrifying voice of God
· It was such a horrifying ordeal for them, that they begged for it to end…
· Hebrews 12:29 – …for our God is a consuming fire.
· The preacher has been elevating our view of God throughout his entire sermon
· We’re left in awe of His undefiled holiness, struck by His unmatched power, trembling from His unraveling voice, and transfixed by His unwavering splendor 
· And yet, after all of this, the Lord is described as the God of peace in the beginning of this benediction 
· Hebrews 13:20 – Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord…
· Therefore, our first response is one of worship… 
I. Praise the Powerful God of Peace!
· If He is so serious about sin, mighty in wrath, and powerful in presence, how can we say He’s a God of peace? 
· For the very same reason we’re able to DRAW NEAR to Him
· Colossians 1:19-20a – …it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in [Jesus], and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross…
· Peace is impossible where sin persists, because sin is the result of evil in the world
·  Evil and peace are utterly incompatible – that’s why the God of peace is so severe when confronted with evil
· The presence of sin requires immediate justice for a holy God – which is one of the reasons why God expelled Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden and set an angelic sentry with a flaming sword as a guard against re-entry
· It was more for their protection than as a strict deterrence – if they were able to somehow get back into the Garden of God’s presence under their state of sinfulness, they’d be immediately destroyed
· And then – boom – no more human race
· But our heavenly Father is a gracious God of peace – one who removed us from His presence with a plan to bring us back in
· What’s been the #1 theme of the Book of Hebrews – what has the preacher been calling us to do since building his argument back in chapter 4?
· DRAW NEAR!
· Come into the Garden of His presence!
· That’s only possible because the God of peace – instead of destroying us right away – tore an opening back into His presence 
· And as you look at verse 20, you see three ways He accomplished this reunification – each of which are worth stopping to worship Him!
· Praise the God of peace because… 
· A. He has power over death 
· Death is the only thing you or I could expect if we wanted to gain access once again into God’s presence
· That’s quite a conundrum, isn’t it?
· The one place every creature longs to be for life and satisfaction is the very place we’d meet our total end
· Who could rescue us from this body of death?
· As a sacrificial lamb would be placed on an altar before God, so Jesus was raised up on a cross to be that offering of death on our behalf
· But because of His sinlessness, death had no claim on Jesus – He could come and go into the presence of His Father at will
· So what did Jesus do when they tried to put Him in a tomb?
· The God of peace has no dealing with death—the ultimate end of wickedness—so He respectfully busted out of that grave!
· THEREFORE, since Jesus paid that penalty of death for sin on the cross, and that payment couldn’t have been made for His sin, it means it must have been for the sins of another
· And if the One who cannot be held down by death cancelled the death-debt of another, that means whoever has their debt covered also cannot be held down by death (am I making sense? (*bank illustration?))
· Now, anyone who runs to the cross and says, to Jesus “Lord, I want my debt cancelled too!...” 
· They will find forgiveness of sins and the cancellation of the death-debt that each of us owe
· (*worship Him because He destroyed the power of death in all who trust in Him!)
· And we see in verse 20 that the God of peace raised Christ up from the dead as the great Shepherd of the sheep, showing that… 
· B. He cares for His flock 
· Jesus didn’t just raise from the dead, ascend to heaven, and leave us to fend for ourselves
· He’s actively caring for us, which has been one of the themes of Hebrews
· He’s a great High Priest, interceding on our behalf
· Through His finished work, we are able to continually DRAW NEAR to the Father
· And as you and I DRAW NEAR, He cares for us as a shepherd tends to His sheep
· Ezekiel 34:12, 15-16 – “As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when he is among his scattered sheep, so I will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the places to which they were scattered on a cloudy and gloomy day... I will feed My flock and I will lead them to rest,” declares the Lord God. “I will seek the lost, bring back the scattered, bind up the broken and strengthen the sick; but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with judgment.”
· Praise God for His gentle care! (*calls us to DRAW NEAR and gives us exactly the care we need)
· The God of peace, who raised Jesus from the dead to be our great Shepherd holds us secure – we know that… 
· C. His covenant is eternal 
· Our benediction then makes mention of the eternal nature of God’s promise, which brings to mind the everlasting nature of the human soul 
· What does that word mean, “eternity?” (*explain briefly in FEFS)
· We know that every human who’s ever existed has an eternal destiny 
· Hebrews has warned us over and over again – anyone who would neglect so great a salvation, or trample underfoot the Son of God, has…
· Hebrews 10:27 – …a terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.
· This means eternal punishment for all who reject Christ (*for FW, consider James Joyce quote from pg. 151 (just like the gospel, it’s hard to share the good news of eternity without understanding the bad news))
· But for those in Jesus, we can look forward to an eternity in His presence 
· The one who formed our soul out of nothing and breathed the breath of life into our nostrils will be the very One we will see face to face once more
· Every Christian knows that the highest delight possible in this vapor of a life is to DRAW NEAR and commune with our creator—even in the partial way possible here on earth
· But because of the blood of the eternal covenant, this DRAWING NEAR will be amplified times eternity – a concept we cannot even begin to comprehend 
· (*praise God that the One who died for us gives us eternal life)
· As it goes with most benedictions, this worship turns into a blessing – one that enables us to live a life of praise before we get to be with Him
· To make it concise, He says…
· Hebrews 13:20a, 21a – Now [may] the God of peace… equip you in every good thing to do His will…
· Thus, we are to… 
II. Live to Do His Will
· The middle section of this passage spells out two promises of the Christian life that fuel us towards godliness
· First, we see that… 
· A. Jesus equips us
· Specifically, He equips us in every good thing in order to do His will
· What “good things” does His give us? (*FEFS – candy? Money? Fun?)
· The preacher does not specifically name what “good things” God will give us, but He does give us the purpose of these “good things”	
· These gifts enable us “to do [God’s] will…”
· So maybe the gift is patience (*hard situation – gifts it to you that you may do His will (Joseph – waiting in prison for cupbearer to remember him))
· Maybe the “good thing” God gives you is hardship (*keep you from falling into pride (Paul in 1 Cor 12))
· Maybe God gifts you with material goods (*stewardship and generosity help you do His will (Lydia from Philippi))
· Regardless of what it is, Jesus equips us so that we would carry out His will
· This is a great time to stop and ask… 
· B. Whose will are you living to serve?
· Whatever it is, I’m sure God has given you “good things…”
· If you’re in Christ, I know that to be the case
· God apportions spiritual gifts to each of His children – and that’s on top of the gift of good things He gives us to carry out His will
· But let me ask you a diagnostic question: taking a survey of some of the good things God has given you, are you using them for HIS will, or for YOUR will?
· And I promise you – this is actually harder than it may seem, but the question is simple
· Take any gift, hold it with an open hand, and ask which of these two phrases serve as a more accurate accounting of how you have been using it:
· God’s will be done
· My will be done
· And let’s take a more intense gift to exemplify the point: With my CHILREN – can I hold them with an open hand and say: “God, YOUR will be done in their life… whatever you would have for them – flourishing and comfort, or suffering and pain – may your will be done…”
· Or am I living in such a way that it’s obvious I’m using them for MY OWN will, MY OWN comfort, MY OWN glorification?
· You can (and I argue we MUST) do this with any of the gifts the Lord has given us – whether it’s our singleness, or marriage, or age, or ability, or gifting, or resources, or time, or intelligence – WHOSE WILL are you living to serve?
· The blessing goes on to say…
· Hebrews 13:20a, 21 – Now [may] the God of peace… equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
· Which is to say: 
III. Work for His Glory
· So not only do we see that we’re to use the gifts He gives us in order to carry out His will, we know that… 
· A. He works in us that which is pleasing to Him
· Though it sounds similar to our last point, it’s a bit different
· I once got in an argument with someone who had rejected God
· When I pressed him on why, he said: “I hate the idea of giving God credit for the things that I have accomplished…”
· I was thankful for his honesty, but also a bit taken aback by it
· I tried to convince him that God really does get credit for the blessings in his life, which led him to press back further: “does that mean God also gets credit for all the bad things in my life?”
· Here’s a hard truth: we’re far worse that we understand, and God is far greater than we can comprehend
· So YES: God gets credit for all the good things in our life (James 1:17): the times we’re generous, or caring, or loving, or any other attribute that’s communicable with the divine
· And YES: we bear all the blame for all the bad things we do (James 1:14): the times we’re stingy, or uncaring, or unloving, or anything else that’s displeasing to Christ
· So when God works in your life things that are pleasing to Him…
· B. Who gets the glory in your life?
· This is similar to the last question, but from a different angle
· Instead of looking at who’s will we’re living to fulfill, now we’re asking who gets the credit for the good stuff
· Are you (functionally) like my friend who hates the idea of giving God glory for things you’re convinced are really your own doing?
· This will be obvious in two ways: internally and externally
· Internally: how often do you thank God?
· Externally: how often do you publicly praise God?
· (*explain each?)
· Our passage says the glory is His – we’re either functioning in that reality by thanking and praising Him through the work He’s doing in our lives, or we’re living a deceived life: one where we find ourselves attempting to rob God of His glory
· Instead… 
IV. Be Bold for the Gospel
· After a brief exhortation to heed the words of the message of Hebrews, the preacher closes with some personal matters
· He starts by mentioning Timothy, which serves as a reminder for us to… 
· A. Carry out your mission
· The passage says:
· Hebrews 13:23 – Take notice that our brother Timothy has been released, with whom, if he comes soon, I will see you.
· What does this have to do with us carrying out our mission?
· Well, we know Timothy from other passages of Scripture
· In Philippians 2, Paul says he has no one like Timothy because of his genuine concern for others and his sacrificial service for the gospel
· Additionally, Paul writes 2 letters to Timothy, addressing him as a son in the faith
· And here in Hebrews we hear that Timothy is “being released”
· If we gave an announcement today that (*FEFS) “Pastor Trey is being released…” what could that mean?
· Hebrews doesn’t let us know, but two possibilities rise to the top: either Trey was incapacitated due to illness, had to go to the hospital, and is now being released, or what’s the alternative? (*prison)
· Looking back to Timothy, the likely case (and what most commentators that I consulted believe) would be that he was incarcerated for the sake of the gospel
· But what’s awesome about this announcement in our passage?
· Timothy is right back at it! There’s no stopping this guy!
· If you throw him in prison for preaching the gospel, he’s going to keep at it the moment you release him!
· Do you and I have this level of resolve?? Are we zealous for the mission God has called us to?
· Are we unashamed about the gospel? If your answer is “yes,” who’s the last person you told about Jesus??
· The news of Timothy’s release would have been a relief to the recipients of this announcement – for us, it’s a reminder that we need to prioritize the mission God has called us to
· What’s going to matter 30,000 years from now, when you’re in the presence of Christ?
· Comfort, approval, notoriety, promotion?
· What’s the mission God has called you to, and are you living to hear “well done, good and faithful servant”?
· The Preacher knows we cannot do this alone
· The benediction moves on to compel us to… 
· B. Live in community
· Hebrews 13:24 – Greet all of your leaders and all the saints. Those from Italy greet you.
· To greet one another, we must interact with one another
· This requires an attention towards the needs of others, which is how the chapter began:
· Hebrews 13:1 – Let love of the brethren continue.
· Though just 2 words and a single-letter article in the Greek, this imperative contains the key to living in Christian community
· Jesus mentioned that all the law and prophets are summed up in the second greatest commandment: to love our neighbor as ourselves
· You and I can’t live in community if we make a habit of receding into selfish isolation
· And by the way, we can even do this when we’re around others! (*explain?)
· And finally, as so many other benedictions close, we’re called to… 
· C. Rest in God’s grace
· The final word of this sermon is simultaneously stand-alone as well as encompassing:
· Hebrews 13:25 – Grace be with you all.
· And that’s how I intend on closing our time together too – after a brief reminder
Conclusion
· This benediction has been worshipful, reassuring, challenging, and anchoring
· I hope that’s been the case for the whole Book of Hebrews
· DRAW NEAR to God, running the race of faith, with eyes and heart fixed on Jesus
· Through this closing blessing, we’ve spent some time worshipping God for only a few of His limitless attributes and works – I hope you have a habit of worshiping Him throughout your days
· We’ve also been challenged to live to do God’s will, understanding that He gifts us will everything necessary to carry it out
· The next challenge was to work for His glory, living to please Him and not ourselves
· And lastly, we must be bold and missional with the gospel of Christ – unafraid of what will happen to us when we live for Jesus
· Brothers and sisters – through all of this, rest in the amazing grace of the God of peace…
· …grace be with you all
· **PRAY**
