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INTRO...
7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. 
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
9 Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those who were so occupied were not benefited. 
10 We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. 
11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the camp. 
12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 
13 So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 
14 For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come.
15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 
16 And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.
18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a good conscience, desiring to conduct ourselves honorably in all things. 
19 And I urge you all the more to do this, so that I may be restored to you the sooner.

We are just about at the end of our study of the book of Hebrews.
My hope is that you have been truly blessed by this study especially amidst a hard year. 
Yes, we’ve had many blessings to be thankful for, but that doesn’t change the fact that it has been a tough year for all of us. 
Some in different ways than others, but overall we hope that Hebrews has taught us to Fixing our Hearts on Jesus.
After our study today I hope that our response is to Find Your Strength in the Grace of Jesus.
We will find the strength that we need to fix our hearts on Jesus even in hard times, even in times of suffering because of the grace that Jesus has bestowed upon us. 
And this strength will also allow us to obey  4 Commands that are possible because of Christ’s unchanging character. 
This strength will help us not only through times of suffering, but even to grow in obedience as we seek our Lord daily. For we know that...

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

I. Remember past heroes of the faith who have died (Heb. 13:7)

Hebrews 13:7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.
When the text says, “considering the result of their conduct”, the point is you are to look at the result of their entire life.
A. Consider the result of their life.
If you were to think back to folks that have influenced your walk with Christ, who comes to mind? 
Maybe it’s a mom, dad, uncle, pastor, best friend that has been such a great example of Christ-likeness that you have been able to see what a faithful walk with Christ is supposed to look like. 
That’s the whole point of the Hall of Faith, right? 
The author of Hebrews gives us a list of believers that have run the race faithfully and that should cause in us a passion to endure this race faithfully as well! 
What does... say?
Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
Their faithfulness should lead us to...
B. Imitate their faith which persevered to the end.
You know, we typically refer to these saints as heroes of the faith. 
And this is not meant to raise them on a pedestal or say that they had any special abilities. Rather, we call them heroes because they faithfully followed Christ until the end, and that should cause in us a desire to imitate them. 
Remember what... says
Hebrews 3:14 For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end
We want to be like these men and women because we want to become partakers of Christ as well. 
We’re told in... that each of our desire should be that our brothers and sisters do the same...
Hebrews 6:11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end
When I think of men like RC Sproul, Voddie Bauchum, John MacArthur I think of heroes of the faith. Men who lived faithfully preaching God’s word and honoring Christ with all that they did. 
I should want to be like them!
I hope that this command is not a strange idea for you...Do you ever consider who your heroes of the faith are? Can you only come up with names of fictional characters, or do you consider historical figures of the faith? 
Carl Trueman commented in his book The Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self: Cultural Amnesia, Expressive Individualism and the Road to Sexual Revolution
That our culture has become antihistorical...he captures this idea in the subtitle with the words, “Cultural Amnesia.” 
His point is that we are rewriting history to suit our own personal agenda typically in the terms of oppressors and victims. And in so doing, there is a real suspicion of the past and at it’s extreme a hatred of the past. 
Consider this idea and reflect on it... is this where your thinking has landed you? 
Have you spent time contemplating on those who have come before us or have you chosen to forget? Have you found yourself even discouraged to consider historical figures as heroes? 
I’ll be honest, this is an area that I need to grow in. And it is important to grow in this because 
1.We want to heed the command that we are given, but also 2.we don’t want to lose sight of what is right and wrong. 
Eric Mataxes in his introduction to Seven Men and Seven Women: And the Secret of their Greatness said...
Having role models and heroes was historically a vital way of helping a new generation know what it should be aiming at. This is one of the main reasons I wrote biographies...So the idea of having heroes and role models has historically been very important; but as I say, somehow this has changed in recent years. What happened? 
Part of what happened is that—since roughly the late 1960s—we’ve adopted the idea that no one is really in a position to say what’s right or wrong. So we’re loath to point to anyone as a good role model.[1]
If you are having trouble following, let me put it to you this way...
Judges 2:7-11
The people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who survived Joshua, who had seen all the great work of the LORD which He had done for Israel. Then Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of one hundred and ten. And they buried him in the territory of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. All that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel. Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD
If we fail to imitate those who have been faithful before us, we run the risk of abandoning the true standard to what makes a good role model...that’s the model of Jesus Christ who is the same, yesterday today and forever. 
Don’t run the risk of doing evil in the sight of the Lord! 

If you find yourself relating to any of this and you don’t know where to start...Here is a book I would recommend you start at...

John Piper – 27 servants of Sovereign Joy

The best part is, that you can get this for free in PDF form from desiringgod.org!! 
My hope is that after you have seen what a hero of the faith truly is, then you will...
C. Be cautious of living leaders and heroes.
Why? Well, the verse tells us to consider the result of their way of life...that’s referring to their conduct...and if their conduct demonstrated real faith that persevered to the end, then we want to imitate that faith.
People who are still alive...like me...like your current pastors...like your favorite pastors that you stream and listen to, the majority, are all still alive. 
We need to be cautious about living heroes, because the end of their story isn’t complete...
I think in the last 5 years, I have heard of more pastors and church leaders that have given in to some sort of sin than I have in my life...at least that I can remember. 
It is hard to tell how someone will finish the race from the beginning or even towards the end. How many times have you seen where the leader in a race trips, or a football player drops the ball right before breaking the threshold of the goal line, or a basketball player missing the easy dunk or lay-up.   
We just don’t know how someone will finish...and the point isn’t to be skeptical of everyone who is alive...but those who are dead, like Paul said...
2 Timothy 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.
The completion of their life and their faith to the end is something you can grab tightly to. If you grab too tightly to living people, their sin and failure might shipwreck your faith. 
Some here may know that far too well...

We must grasp on to our leaders who are living with an open hand rather than a closed fist. 

In order to do that, we need help and grace from our Lord. Knowing that He is unchanging should lead us to...
 
II. Follow your current leaders/pastors willingly (Heb. 13:17)

Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.
We look to past believers in order to stay the course and we follow our current leaders because they desire to see us finish well. They are both important in that role only if they are pointing to the same person...the One who is the same yesterday, today, and forever! 


Our pastors and church leaders that we currently follow should be those that can see the struggles in our hearts and can help us apply the Word of God to our souls. They walk alongside us in our deepest of valleys...
A. Because they watch over your soul.

The word for “keep watch” literally means ‘always awake.’ The idea has to do with alertness. A pastors job, is aptly described as being “a shepherd of the flock” (1 Peter 5:2). They are to watch out for the welfare of the flock.
The job of a pastor is to help the members under their care persevere in faith all the way to the end of their life at all times, and in all circumstances. 
That means that if you are going through a time of suffering, if you are struggling with relationships, or if there is a sin that has got a hold of you, we, your pastors are here to help!
We will walk alongside you looking to God’s Word to help us through in order to help you persevere until the end.  
Hebrews 10:39 But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.
I hope you know that your pastors recognize this as an immense responsibility not to be taken lightly. 
The consequences of not persevering in faith to the end are severe...perseverance to the end is a mark of genuine salvation. 
This verse makes it plain that we as pastors will have to give an account to God for how we kept watch over the souls of those under our care.
How do we define those who are under our care, though? 
Well, this is another implication of our text...
B. This verse demands meaningful church membership.
I appreciate the way pastor Greg Wetterlin put this when we describe what church membership means. 
1)A formal membership process.
2)The pastors and leaders know who the members are, and the members know who the pastors and leaders are that are keeping watch over them. 
3)If members just stop attending church, or they are walking away from the Lord into sin, then there is a process for seeking to rescue them and restore them to pursing the Lord.  

This is why church membership is so important...we want you to keep us accountable of keeping watch over you and the rest of the flock...You must also be willing of being held accountable of where we may see a need for caution in the way you are walking. 

The point is that we are all in this race together, and we are here to help each other succeed, to persevere until the end. 
Now if you are someone who does not believe in formal church membership, or would rather not join a church...ask yourself this... who is caring for your soul? 

It may be difficult to want to submit to the authority of a pastor, maybe you’ve been hurt by people in the church, or maybe you just have a hard time trusting people. 

I would just say to that...we all need to be cared for...I encourage you to trust the Lord and ask Him to help you get over any fears, anxiety, worry...and trust that the pastors here are ready and willing to help you run this race.

If you have not become a member, yet, I encourage you to join one of our Intro to Faith classes... That would be a great first step in understanding how we can all persevere together. 

Now, all of this brings up a good point that is worth touching on briefly... Joining a church means that you are willingly obeying and submitting to the church leadership. 

So...

C. What is the extent of obey and submit? 
I think it would be helpful if I clarify a few points. 
a. Obedience/submission to pastors should never supersedes God’s obedience and submission to God. 
If your pastor is asking you to do something that is against what the word of God says, then run away...The word of God has ultimate authority over everyone including your pastor... He should be following it as well. 
b. Obedience/submission to pastors does not remove an individual’s responsibility or conscience. 
You are still responsible for the decisions you have made. Be sure that what you are doing is biblical and pleasing Jesus. Pastors are not here to tell you what clothing brand to shop for, how to budget your finances, or what to name your kids! 
c. Obedience/submission to pastors does not mean there is always agreement.
I promise that there will be times where you will not agree with pastors. We are all different. We must be of the same faith, and mind, but that does not mean we will all like the same foods, clothes, or sport teams. If we did, we may look more like a cult than a church. 
Ultimately, as pastors, our job is to teach you the word of God, so that you may follow it, grow, and mature to be more like Christ who is the same yesterday, today, and forever! 
We want to lead you to Him and only Him so that you find strength in His grace to persevere. 
Please trust, that as we seek to exhort you and counsel you, we want to be sure that you are not...
III. Do not be led astray by false teaching (Hebrews 13:9-16)

Hebrews 13:9–16 Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those who were so occupied were not benefited. 10 We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the camp. 12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 13 So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 14 For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come. 15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 16 And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
We must be wary of false teaching! In this section we find that the kind of false teaching that is adding something else to Christ... in this case...oddly enough, it is food that people are being enticed by. 
So we are warned not to....
A. Don’t find strength in “foods” rather than grace (Heb. 13:9-12)
Why would the author warn against finding strength in food? 
Well, there’s the fact that physically our bodies need food and its nutrients to be strengthened and have energy. We would die without food, right? 
The problem here is that there was more faith placed on the food rather than the sacrifice that has already been made complete in Christ. 
The author is arguing against Judaic rituals that followers of Christ have no reason to be taking part of. 
We have an altar...
We know that... our...
2 Corinthians 4:16–18 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. 17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
Therefore, His grace is much more of a benefit than any food! For by His grace we find the strength to persevere! 
We look to the things that are unseen in order to grow in faith...
Hebrews 11:1
Do we look to the things of this world in order to find our strength, or do we look to Christ? 
Do we look to the One who made all things or do we look for a cup of coffee to give us strength? 
Do we look for the creature or do we seek the Creator and His face daily? 
How often do we find ourselves trying to explain our sins away, hide our sin, rid ourselves from sin by our own strength and fail? 
Colossians 2:20–23 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, 21 “Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!” 22 (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)—in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men? 23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.
There is nothing outside of Christ that can free us from our sins! We desperately need our Savior! 
We should be so grateful that Christ willingly gave His life as the perfect sacrifice so that we may find strength to strengthen our inner man. We find the grace that frees us from our sin! 
If we are grateful for that, why shouldn’t we...
B. Bear the suffering and reproach of following Christ outside the camp (Heb. 13:12-13)
False teaching will lead you away from wanting to bear the suffering and reproach that is involved in following Christ. 
The false teaching that is confronted here is saying that there is a way to have Christ, and adds worldly comforts and pleasures... in other words, it says you can have Christ and everything that this world has to offer. 
We are called to forsake those things in order to live entirely for Christ! 
Believe me when I say that this was enticing for believers back then as much as it is for believers today because as you live a life that goes against the world’s current, you will find suffering and you will find reproach. 
1 Peter 4:3-4
Do not fall for the false promise of a way out of this suffering and reproach. 
Yes, following Christ means to pick up your cross, but it also means that He will give you the strength needed to do so! 
We must also remember that we have been called to...
C. Seek the lasting unshakeable city (Heb. 13:14, cf. 12:28) 
False teaching will seek to lead us away from this. 
It will seek to lead us to seek treasures on earth that will not last. 
We must seek His kingdom, His city that is everlasting!
We have read that both Abraham and Moses did precisely that! 
Hebrews 11:8, 10
Hebrews 11:24-26
Do we consider the reproach of Christ greater riches than any treasure here on earth? 
Do we look to the reward which is Christ, or do we seek the riches of this world?
If we seek Christ, then we should also seek to...
D. Offer worship pleasing to God (Heb. 13:15-16)
a. Praising God with your lips (Heb. 13:15)
We must offer continual praise and thanksgiving to God. 
How do we combat, anxiety, grumbling, discontentment? We continually praise and give thanks to our Savior! 
This should lead to...
b. Generous acts of compassion (Heb 13:16, cf. 13:1-6) 
This can only come from a heart that is strengthened by grace. 
A heart that is motivated to love and care for one another. This is one of the major reasons we began the series of Caring for one another in our small groups. To begin cultivating that in our own hearts. 
This should also lead us to... 
IV. Earnestly pray for your pastors and brothers and sisters (Heb. 13:18-19)

Hebrews 13:18–19 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a good conscience, desiring to conduct ourselves honorably in all things. 19 And I urge you all the more to do this, so that I may be restored to you the sooner.
 
 
	
	
	



	
	
	



