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We just finished up our series in Hebrews last week, and the next major series in our church’s calendar is Stewardship Month and then the Christmas series. For the next 2 weeks we’re going to be taking a look at Leviticus and considering How Offerings in the Old Covenant Help Our Hearts Love Jesus.

Now my guess, is that Leviticus is probably one of the least visited books for many Christians. Most Christians probably visit Leviticus long enough for the yearly Bible reading plan to truly be sacrificed...which perhaps is somewhat apropos considering one of the major themes of Leviticus is sacrifice. 

But in all seriousness Leviticus was one of the most important books of the Bible to the Israelite people. The first 5 books of the Bible—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy—are the most important books of the OT to the Israelites. These are the books that Moses wrote, and they are often shorthand referred to as “Torah” or “the Law”. The word “Torah” means law. 

Sadly, even though these are the foundational books to understanding the rest of the Old Testament often we avoid these books in our Bible reading.
· Some of the reasons we avoid them are just because we find them confusing. 
· Leviticus especially can be very challenging to understand what is going on because culturally it’s just so foreign to us that we don’t understand it.
· That’s certainly understandable but probably not a great reason to avoid it...
· On that basis I would have avoided more conversations with my wife, since her perspective is often so different from mine.
· And to my harm I ignore her perspective just because it can be initially foreign to mine.
· People also avoid Leviticus because it doesn’t seem immediately practical to my life today. 
· If as we just studied in Hebrews, there remains no more sacrifice for sins...then why do I care about reading about the sacrifices in the OT? They don’t apply to me.
· One problem with that view, is that if we only focus on what we believe is immediately practical, we’re going to miss out on learning things that are so valuable and practical down the road.
· For example...I don’t know many kids that find math “immediately practical” to their life in elementary school? 
· I don’t know how many children find cleaning up their room, making their bed, doing chores, etc. as immediately practical...other than to get their parents off their back. 
· And yet, learning responsibility, consistency, not procrastinating, and yes learning math are very important for later in life.
· Well, the same is true with the material in Leviticus...the more we understand the OT sacrificial system the great appreciation we’ll have for Jesus, God’s plan of redemption, and the forgiveness that has been purchased for us.  
So before we jump into Leviticus we’re going to get a quick overview from just before God saved Israel from slavery in Egypt. 

Exodus 3:10-12 – “Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?” And He said, “Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God at this mountain.”

So, I hope you caught the purpose of God freeing Israel from slavery...the purpose was to bring them out to worship God! 
· Lots of people want to be freed from all sorts of things and they may even turn to Lord to save them...but God never delivers people except with the intent that they are delivered in order to worship him with all of their heart, soul, mind and strength. 
After Israel was saved from slavery and he brought them to the mountain to worship him he then commanded Isael...
Exodus 25:8–9 – Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among them. According to all that I am going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furniture, just so you shall construct it.

So God brings them out to worship him. And at that mountain the Lord commands the people, through Moses to build a sanctuary for him...for what purpose? That God may dwell among his people.

A few chapters later God says...

Exodus 29:45-46 – “I will dwell among the sons of Israel and will be their God. They shall know that I am the LORD their God who brought them out of the land of Egypt, that I might dwell among them; I am the LORD their God.”

Again, God’s goal is very clear. He redeems them from slavery so that he will DWELL WITH his people and that his people will DWELL with him.
· This theme of God wanting to dwell with his people is one of the most dominant and important themes of the whole Bible.
· This is what makes the incarnation of Jesus Christ so significant...what did the angel Gabriel say to Joseph about what this child’s name would be? Quoting from Isaiah 7:14 the angel said, “...they shall call his name Immanuel” which means God WITH US.
At the end Exodus, after they construct the tabernacle as God commands them we read...
Exodus 40:34–35 – “Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.”

Now, the glory of God filling the tabernacle is really good news. But earlier in Exodus there are a number of points where God’s glory and him being with the people causes serious problems...

At the most significant tension point in Exodus 33, after the Israelites built the golden calf and God had the Levites kill 3000 Israelites for their sinful idolatry...the Lord says to Moses in 

Exodus 33:2–5
2 I will send an angel before you and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite. 3 Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in your midst, because you are an obstinate people, and I might destroy you on the way.” 4 When the people heard this sad word, they went into mourning, and none of them put on his ornaments. 5 For the LORD had said to Moses, “Say to the sons of Israel, ‘You are an obstinate people; should I go up in your midst for one moment, I would destroy you... ”
 
So the Lord being in their midst is a bit of good news bad news situation...not having God is disastrous because we were designed and destined to dwell with God. He is the one in who all of our desires find their ultimate satisfaction. So to not have God is indeed disastrous. 
· But as the Lord said...because of the people’s sin if he goes with them, what’s going to happen?! 
· He’s going to destroy them!
Well, obviously God goes with them as we just read at the end of Exodus 40...but how is he going to go with them and not destroy them? 
That’s really what the book of Leviticus answers...how can sinful people dwell with a holy God? The simple answer is, through the gracious provision of sacrifices to atone for sin. The Israelite worshipper who lived by faith would see Leviticus not as boring, but as amazing grace that provides the way for them to approach God and be with him. 
What would be the result of Israel living with their God by faith and having access to him? 
Deut 4:5-7 – “See, I have taught you statutes and judgments just as the Lord my God commanded me, that you should do thus in the land where you are entering to possess it. So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as is the Lord our God whenever we call on Him? 

Leviticus is a key answer to how the holy, perfect God of the universe could be so near to his people! 

We’re going to quickly look at 3 offerings in the Leviticus that should help us love Jesus even more.

The first offering is the...
The burnt offering points to the way of acceptance with God. (Lev. 1)
Leviticus 1:1–4 Then the LORD called to Moses and spoke to him from the tent of meeting, saying, “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When any man of you brings an offering to the LORD, you shall bring your offering of animals from the herd or the flock. If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall offer it, a male without defect; he shall offer it at the doorway of the tent of meeting, that he may be accepted before the LORD. He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, that it may be accepted for him to make atonement on his behalf.
Main Idea of the Burnt Offering – God accepts those who draw near into his presence through substitutionary atonement by the shedding of blood.
The only way to be accepted by God was on the basis of another’s death. 
· This was not man’s idea...this was God’s idea. That’s the significance of the first verse...The Lord called to Moses and spoke to him...
· Shedding of blood to atone for sins was not man’s invention that was God’s.
· And the specificity of the details in the sacrifices indicate that the only way to approach God, is by approaching him in the way that he commands!
After God gives all the instructions for the various offerings to both the people of Israel and to the priests, in chapter 8-9 the priests are officially commissioned and consecrated for service in the tabernacle. And then sadly in chapter 10 we read...
Leviticus 10:1–2 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their respective firepans, and after putting fire in them, placed incense on it and offered strange fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them. 2 And fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.
What’s the point? It’s only through faith in God’s Word that a person will be accepted by the Lord. To approach God any will be rejected.
· The same is true today...the only way to get access to the Father is through Jesus who is THE WAY, THE TRUTH and THE LIFE!
· You either, by faith in Christ gain access to God, or you do not get access to God. 
Well, the burnt offering was...
A regular reminder that access to God only comes through atonement.
The burnt offering was the most common sacrifice made to God. Numbers 28-29 outline the various offerings and when to make them...of the daily burnt offerings it’s commanded that...
Numbers 28:3–4 – “You shall say to them, ‘This is the offering by fire which you shall offer to the Lord: two male lambs one year old without defect as a continual burnt offering every day. You shall offer the one lamb in the morning and the other lamb you shall offer at twilight”
In addition to the daily burnt offerings in the morning and the evening, there were additional burnt offerings for the sabbath, for festivals, at the beginning of the month and if there was sin that the nation incurred. 
The reason that this is the very first sacrifice listed is probably because it is the most regular and basic sacrifice in order to be accepted by God.
In Lev. 1 we saw that this sacrifice is to be brought to the door of the tent of meeting. The point is, that in order to enter into the presence of God, there must be atonement for sins which is the point of the burnt offering. 
· The word “atonement” communicates that God is appeased or pacified. 
· The reason that God must be pacified is because our sin against a holy God incites his just wrath and punishment against us. 
But God in his mercy, provided a substitute such that the worshipper by faith could be accepted and forgiven by God.  
Hebrews 9:22 And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
 In order for an atoning substitute to be accepted by God in the place of the worshipper there were very clear stipulations. 
· It must be 1) a perfect sacrifice and 2) it must be fully surrendered to God.
A perfect sacrifice must be fully surrendered to God.
“he shall offer it, a male without defect.” (Lev 1:3, 10)
The point of the burnt offering being a male, is because males in the herd were more costly than females. A male without blemish would be the prime breeding animal. So the substitute was certainly costly—without blemish and a male. 
· Because the cost of perfect male from the herd or the flock would have prevented many from being able to offer a sacrifice and be accepted by God, he also made a provision for the poor to be able to bring a burnt offering of a bird. 
And then the way the whole burnt offering worked, was that the entirety of the animal would be totally burned up and consumed. Nothing was saved or utilized by the worshipper or the priests. So the entirety of the animal was given to the Lord. Part of the point of this sacrifice was to demonstrate that the entire life of the worshipper was to be wholly given to the Lord because he had made a way for him to have peace with God, rather than justly be punished for his sins against the Lord. 
When these offerings were done by faith in the word and promise of God, then...
A Holy God is pleased to accept such a sacrifice and worshipper. 
 	“an offering by fire of a soothing aroma to the Lord.” (Lev. 1:9, 13, 17)
This phrase communicates that God is pleased to accept such a sacrifice. He desires it. He loves it. He wants worshippers that seek atonement by the means that God provides through faith in him. 
The burnt offering was part of the Law and the Old Covenant that God instituted with his people. In the New Testament, under the New Covenant we are told about such offerings in the Law that...
Romans 10:4 – “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.”
Or...
Galatians 3:24 – “Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.”
That being faith in Jesus Christ! So the point of the 1500 years of law and sacrifices in the Old Testament, was to point people to the ultimate way that God would provide a way to be accepted and have your sins atoned for. 
You can only be accepted by God by coming in faith based on Jesus’s atoning blood.
Like the burnt offering, Jesus offered himself wholly—body and blood completely as a substitutionary, atoning sacrifice for sinners who would place their faith and trust in him.
Romans 3:23-25 (ESV)  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 
Why is Jesus’ blood able to satisfy God’s wrath against us and make us righteous? It’s because...
1 Peter 1:18–19 –“knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.”
Jesus’ blood can completely atone for your sin and make you righteous by faith, because his blood is so infinitely valuable, because he is God! 
It’s like these glorious verses in Hebrews 9 say...
Hebrews 9:12–14 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
Before Christ came, there had to be daily burnt offerings made for you to be accepted by God...2x a day. More on the sabbath. More on festival days. More on days when the community incurred God’s judgment. More on the first day of the month...
What atoning sacrifice do we make each day? Each week? NONE!
· I hope that every single day you wake up and run, boldly into the throne room of God which Christ has given you access to through him and you thank God for Jesus and another day to live to serve the one who for your sake died!
The second offering...
The grain offering reveals that God demands dedication and gratitude. (Lev. 2)
Leviticus 2:1 – “Now when anyone presents a grain offering as an offering to the Lord, his offering shall be of fine flour, and he shall pour oil on it and put frankincense on it.”
Main Idea of the Grain Offering – “The LORD expects his people to offer themselves and the best they have as a token of their dedication and gratitude.” - Allen P. Ross
1. Giving the best to God with gratitude as a memorial. (Lev. 2:2-3, 8-10, 16)
The text emphasizes that fine flour is to be used, along with oil and frankincense. This type of grain was often used in tributes as payments of honor expected of Kings. The point being that this supposed to be a high-quality sacrifice. 
This sacrifice was typically offered right after the burnt offering. So the burnt offering would make atonement for sins so that you could be accepted by God, and then the cereal offering seems to be a kind of response of thanksgiving, gratitude and dedication unto the Lord to be faithful to obey and follow his law. 
· That same pattern is really what we as believers follow today. Because of Christ’s atonement for us, we then dedicate our lives a new each day by joyfully picking up our cross and following him whole heartedly. 
The cereal offering also showed that...
Dedication is desired without corruption or contamination. (Lev. 2:4-7, 11)
The cereal offering is to be without leaven. So 3x it says it is to be unleavened. No one is 100% sure why the prohibition against leaven, but one of the proposals with the most consensus would be that leaven represents corruption or contamination. In Matthew 16...Jesus warns about the leaven of the Pharisees and 1 Cor. 5 Paul tells the church that they are a holy lump that is truly unleavened. Both of those indicating that sin is associated with leaven. 
So care had to be taken not to contaminate the offering to the Lord.
This offering also shows...
An offering showing covenant faithfulness. (Lev. 2:13)
Leviticus 2:13 – “Every grain offering of yours, moreover, you shall season with salt, so that the salt of the covenant of your God shall not be lacking from your grain offering; with all your offerings you shall offer salt.”
Now...because the cereal offerings were primarily eaten by the priests...just a handful of the cereal offering would be burned and the rest would be given to priests...perhaps the emphasis on salt is just for the sake of the priests and having tasty food to eat...even lowly servants of God prefer well seasoned food!
But because of the emphasis on the importance of salt and calling it the “salt of the covenant of your God”, there is probably something more to the inclusion of the salt! So what is it? 
Salt in some way symbolized the covenant that they had with God. And in 2 places in the OT a covenant of salt is mentioned as being an everlasting covenant. 
As one commentator put it: 
Salt was something that could not be destroyed by fire or time or any other means in antiquity. To add salt to the offering was a reminder that the worshipper was in an eternal covenant relationship with his God.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Gordon J. Wenham, The Book of Leviticus (The New International Commentary on the Old Testament; Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1979), 71.] 

Well how does this offering help us on this side of Christ? 
You can only be dedicated and most holy to God because Christ met the demands for devotion to God.
The cereal offering represents our devotion to God...but our devotion to God will never, ever be enough to merit God’s favor! That comes through the devotion and perfection of Jesus Christ.
               	Hebrews 10:5–9 – “Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says,
	“Sacrifice and offering You have not desired,
But a body You have prepared for Me;
In whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You have taken no pleasure.
“Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come
(In the scroll of the book it is written of Me)
To do Your will, O God.’”
After saying above, “Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You have not desired, nor have You taken pleasure in them” (which are offered according to the Law),  then He said, “Behold, I have come to do Your will.” He takes away the first in order to establish the second.”
The peace offering was a community celebration of peaceful relationship with God and his people. (Lev. 3:1-17, 7:11-36)
	Leviticus 3:1 – ‘Now if his offering is a sacrifice of peace offerings, if he is going to offer out of the herd, whether male or female, he shall offer it without defect before the Lord. 
Main Idea of the Peace Offering – The worshippers who come to God in faith enjoy peace and fellowship with God in a community meal on the basis of the shed blood of the sacrifice.
The key similarity that this sacrifice has with the grain and burnt offering is that all three of them are said to produce a “soothing aroma to the Lord” and are a “food offering to the Lord”.
Another key similarity between the burnt offering and the peace offering was they both were to be animals from the herd and the manner in which the sacrifice was done was pretty well the same.
· They would bring the animal to the door of the tabernacle, the worshipper would lay his hand on the head of the animal and then the animal would be killed right there at the entrance.
· So the idea of atonement seems to still be behind this sacrifice...hence the laying on of the hand to the head of the animal when the animal is killed. 
But a really key difference in the peace offering is that not all of the animal is burned up on the altar. On the fat portions of the animal, the kidneys, and the long lobe of the liver. So the majority of the animal is not consumed on the altar.
Rather, a portion of the animal is given to the priests for them to eat—they would get the breast and the right thigh—and then the rest of the animal would be eaten by the worshipper and his friends. 
So the fact that there is a meal being shared and a meal which includes meat is a really big deal.
· In fact, the only way meat could be eaten, if it came from one of their flocks and wasn’t a game animal was if it was brought to the tabernacle as a sacrifice according to Leviticus 17. 
· So this sacrifice is much, much more celebratory and joyous in nature than the other sacrifices.
Leviticus 7 gives 3 reasons for bringing a peace offering...
1. An offering of thanks, in payment of vows, or a freewill offering (Lev 7:11-16).
We don’t have the time to break down each of these occasions, but I think a key point to reiterate is that this sacrifice was optional. 
· And it would come in response to just being very grateful to the Lord for his provision, love, care and so forth...this would seem to be the “free will offering.” 
· It could be a response to fulfilling a vow, with the view being thankfulness to the Lord for helping him carry out the vow and there would be a festive celebration with the peace offering meal. 
· Or in terms of a thank offering, it seems to be in connection to God answering some specific prayer.
· Like we’d see in 1 Samuel 1 with Hannah bringing a peace offering after receiving the answer to her prayer to have a son. 
The best portion was only for God (Lev 3:16-17).
Leviticus 3:16–17 – “The priest shall offer them up in smoke on the altar as food, an offering by fire for a soothing aroma; all fat is the Lord’s. It is a perpetual statute throughout your generations in all your dwellings: you shall not eat any fat or any blood.’”
The emphasis on the fat portions being burned up and always offered to the Lord has to do with God getting the very best. That may seem strange to most of us in the west because we don’t often want to just eat the fat, but in other parts of the word the fat is the best part to them. So that’s the view here.
Probably the most significant place in scripture where we get see peace offerings being made is in Exodus 24 at Mount Sanai when the covenant was being ratified with Isreal. 
· God had just finished giving all the instructions and laws to Moses and had Moses write down all the instructions in the “Book of the Covenant” according to Exodus 24:7. Then Moses read that in the hearing of the people and all the people responded saying, “We will do it and be obedient.” 
Then Moses commanded burnt offerings and peace offerings to be done on the altar that he built at the bottom of Mount Sanai. 
And then we read in Exodus 24:9–11 Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, 10 and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself. 11 Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons of Israel; and they saw God, and they ate and drank.
Fascinating...they get to SEE GOD...God doesn’t kill them! The text emphasizes that point. Why not? 1) God commanded them to come up and 2) because God had accepted the burnt offerings for atonement and now they get to eat and drink before the Lord!
That is quite a picture of the peace offerings. A meal with others, with the Lord! A meal communicates fellowship, friendship, family! That’s one of the key aspects of peace offering that should really help us be so thankful for what we have in Jesus! 
You can only enjoy peace with God in the community of God’s people based on the best peace offering of Jesus Christ.
Jesus death on the cross is really view largely through the lens of the burnt offering. He is completely offered up on the cross and through that...
Colossians 1:20 – and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
Eph. 2:13–14 – “But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace…
The peace that Jesus brings between us and him is really, really significant. But it’s not just the peace of sin being paid for. It goes further...
This is why the NT frequently emphasizes not only that Jesus’ blood is our propitiation but that through faith we are also counted as righteous!
Or as it says in Hebrews 10, Christ has PERFECTED us for all time!
Hebrews 10:12, 14 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD...14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.
The fact that we have been perfected and made righteous means that we can draw near...incredibly near to the Lord! 
The Lord’s table is to be a picture and symbol of the nearness and the fellowship that we have with the Lord. 
· To get to sit at the table and to share the bread and the wine with other believers in the presence of the Lord is amazing! 
The Lord doesn’t just pay for our sins and then say, “I don’t really want to be around you.” He doesn’t just get us out of hell, he redeems us fully from sin and brings us into his very dwelling to be with him forever! 
That’s part of what the peace offering pointed to, that we as New Testament believers get to enjoy more fully in Jesus. And that we’re anticipating...at least I hope we are anticipating and longing for the day that Jesus talked about when he instituted the Lord’s supper...
Matthew 26:27–29 ...“Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”
Application for believers whose hearts are fixed on Jesus.
One of them that I just hinted at would be, rejoice in the opportunity to partake in the Lord’s table. If Faith Church is your home church, then church family nights are where we regularly partake of the Lord’s table. Making those a high priority is a clear indication that you really understand how much Jesus has done for you! 
So if church family is not a priority, I hope you’ll consider if you’re prioritizing the Lord enough in your life...Jesus gave his best...he offered himself wholly up for you so that you could be fully accepted and have access to him. Are you in response, demonstrating that you are really grateful and appreciative for his sacrifice?  
1. Listen carefully to God’s Word and be holy.
This is practically always one of the key applications that certainly we can hear so often that we might just tune it out...but it must be said.
In the OT, the laws, commandments and statutes that God gave Israel were to be according to Deuteronomy 4:6-7...which we read in the introduction...
Deuteronomy 4:6–7 So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 7 For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as is the LORD our God whenever we call on Him?
Well what about today for NT believers? 
· I hope you’re not following the world that sees the word of the cross as folly...I hope rather you see the word of the cross as the power of God for you!
· I hope you’re not seeing the commandments of God as a burden or hinderance...but rather that 1 John 5:3 would be your attitude...
1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.
When you understand what Christ has done for you...that becomes true. His commandments are not burdensome. Every single one of them is evidence of his love for me and by faith in keeping them, there is great reward!
Be devoted to God with gratitude.
Romans 12:1 - Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

Rejoice in the joy of God’s provision through offerings.
Hebrews 13:15–16 – “Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”
Philippians 4:18 – “But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God.”
Give thanks for the fellowship of believers because of peace through Christ. 

Cherish God’s presence to dwell with you through trials and testing. 

