God Is… 
God Is Independent 
Acts 17:22-34  

You know, we never did complete our series on the attributes of God at Faith North. 

So for today, we will be looking at other attributes on the character of the God that we serve.  

Now, for the sake of refreshing your memories, I want to do a bit of recap on the attributes of God to get us started because I want to make sure that we are all on the same page. 

But when we talk about the attributes of God, we are describing qualities that describe who he is. 

For example, when we try to identify someone, we look at their individual traits. When we combine those traits, they form that person’s unique identity. 

In the same way, we understand who God is by looking at His attributes. We serve a very big God, Amen!

And the only way we can get a small grasp of the God of the Bible is to see him through his attributes. 

There have been (and are today) theologians who have categorized the attributes of God into two categories – some of this may be familiar to you – 

First you have 

A. Communicable Attributes. Those which also are found in humans, but to a lesser degree.

B. Incommunicable Attributes. Those which are found in God alone.

Even though we reflect God’s nature to a lesser degree by way of the first category, we cannot reflect the second category. 

You cannot get these two mixed up or confused. As soon as we do that, we are in serious trouble. 

We would be no different than the cults of our day who attempt to make gods out of us. 

· The Mormons teach that

· Some Word of Faith/Charismatic circles teach that. It’s called “little gods” theology.

· Hinduism teaches that. Their school of thought espouses that the individual soul (Atman) is fundamentally identical to the ultimate supreme reality called the Brahman

· Then there’s New Age Theology. They espouse that there’s a spark of the divine in every person. 

The last category is deceptively dangerous! Because what they do is point to 2 Peter 1:3-4, most notable verse 4 where Peter says – “seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the full knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.” 

They lock onto the last part and say – “you see?” 

But the problem with that is how they categorically redefined what Peter said in order to fit into their theological paradigm! 

Peter is not saying that we are divinity as New Agers would attempt to argue. He is saying that when a person becomes a follower of Christ, that person shares in the character of God because we now have the ability through his Spirit to love God loves – to hate what God hates. 

When we are adopted into God’s family, it is only in that sense we “partake of the divine nature”, but not to the degree that we become little gods. 

Satan is oh so very subtle, isn’t he? 

So again, we cannot mix up or confuse our attributes with God’s attributes. 

And if there is one quality about God that we as human beings do not at all possess, it would be what theologians call the Aseity of God. 

Aseity: Refers to God’s self-existence. 
Latin: “From Oneself”

That is to say, God has the very power of Being in Himself! And that is what separates Him from us. 

Everything God has created is in a state of becoming. 

· You and I are created. 

· We are in a state of becoming! 

· We are derived. 

· We have a beginning. 

Whereas, God does not – He simply…Is! And that ought to not only short circuit our brains, but it ought put us in our place in all humility. 

When Moses penned the very first verse in all of Scripture, he said in Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth”, he deliberately penned his words in such a way to reflect that everything is created, but not him!

· The heavens were created, not him
· The earth was created, not him
· Light was created, not him
· The sun, moon and stars were created, not him
· The plants and animal kingdoms were created, not him
· Humanity was created, not him.

When Jesus said “before Abraham was, I AM”, what do you think he was ascribing to himself? Take a wild guess! 

All-powerful, self-existent God,
Who all creation dost sustain!
Thou wast, and art, and art to come;
And everlasting is Thy reign.

God is…Independent: A Study on the Character of God. 

If we were to break this down more practically for us, we would probably say it this way: 

Independence (Aseity): God is all-sufficient and does not need mankind or anything in creation for anything. 

God’s independence is good news because that’s why he is God.  In fact…

I. God’s Independence Makes Him Worthy of Worship (Acts 17:22-28)
In Acts 17 we read about Paul’s 2nd missionary journey to Athens. He’s waiting for Silas and Timothy to join him in his missionary work. While he’s waiting in Athens, he notices that the city was overrun with idols – and that provokes a response from him.
Note what he said…
Acts 17:22-23 “So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all respects. For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.” 
Our country is overrun with all sorts of religious ideologies. Perhaps we ought pray that what we see in the market place of ideas would provoke a response in us toward evangelism. 
Now, Paul didn’t blow up the place, but he did find some common ground upon which he could launch into the Gospel of our Lord in the marketplace of ideas. 
He saw that the venue was open to say what he wanted and boy did he take it! And my hope and pray is that God would providentially place us in positions in which we can do something similar.
The question is whether we are going to step out in faith and do it, or not? Now, note Paul said to these elite philosophers in verse 24 – 
A. Our Creator needs no one to build His temple 
Acts 17:24 “The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands…” (stop)
I’ve often wondered why Paul said this – well, I came to learn that the pagan temples were the places where the gods lived. Since that were they lived, they relied upon humans to feed them and take care of them. In other words, if you take care of me, I will in turn bless you. 
But Paul turns around and talks about the God of the Bible, most notable the fact that this UNKNOWN GOD has the power of Being in and of himself, which we call what, church? 
Answer: Aseity – This unknown God is absolutely independent and needs absolutely nothing to survive—He is the author of existence itself! 
Well are we to understand that the God of the Bible breaks the boundaries of space and time. 
And it is this same God who is also personal. Who provides salvation to those who believe through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
“He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
he sets the prisoner free;
his blood can make the foulest clean;
his blood availed for me.”
Isaiah 66:1-2 “Thus says the LORD, “Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest? For My hand made all these things, thus all these things came into being,” declares the LORD. “But to this one I will look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.”  
In other words, God is both transcendent and immanent
· Transcendence. He is independent of us
· Immanence. He is very near to us. 
Kind David wanted to build a house for the God of Israel. After all, here he was resting at ease in Jerusalem while he sees that the Ark had no resting place. 
So he takes the initiative to build a home for Yahweh and Nathan the prophet gives hearty approval. 
That is, until the Lord intercepts Nathan the prophet and corrects him – here’s what was said. 
2 Samuel 7:4-7 “But in the same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying, “Go and say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD, are you the one who should build Me a house to dwell in? For I have not dwelt in a house since the day I brought up the sons of Israel from Egypt, even to this day; but I have been moving about in a tent, even in a tabernacle. Wherever I have gone with all the sons of Israel, did I speak a word with one of the tribes of Israel, which I commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying, why have you not built Me a house of cedar?’” 
In other words, he didn’t ask to have this temple built –  
B. Our Creator needs no one to serve and sacrifice for Him (v.25) 
Acts 17:25 “…nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things…”
That is to say, like the gods of these temples you sacrifice to, God does not need human sustenance (service/sacrifices). He upholds all things by the Word of His power. 
The Psalmist Asaph makes a similar point in:
Psalm 50:7-15 “Hear, O My people, and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify against you; I am God, your God. I do not reprove you for your sacrifices, and your burnt offerings are continually before Me. I shall take no young bull out of your house nor male goats out of your folds. For every beast of the forest is Mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. I know every bird of the mountains, and everything that moves in the field is Mine. If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is Mine, and all it contains. Shall I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of male goats? Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving and pay your vows to the Most High; call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me.” 
In other words, "We depend on the Creator for our existence; the Creator depends on nothing." In fact, 
C. Our all-sufficient Creator gives and sustains human life (v.25-28) 
Acts 17:25-28 “…nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, “For we also are His children.” 
That is to say, God does not need us; we need Him. 
Paul directly addresses the flaw in pagan worship. God is the source of all life, not the consumer of it.
He cannot be bribed – he can neither be sustained or improved our human services because everything we have to offer already belongs to Him! 
II. Dependent, Created Idols Cannot Save and Must Be Forsaken (Acts 17:29-30) 
Acts 17:29-30 “Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man. Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent… 
A. God commands the whole world to repent of flagrant idolatry and ignorant idolatry 
B. God commands repentance from self-righteous, religious idolatry 
III. Trust the Only God Who Is an All-Sufficient Savior and Judge (Acts 17:31-34) 
Acts 17:31-34 “…because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.” Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but others said, “We shall hear you again concerning this.” So Paul went out of their midst. But some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with them.”
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