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Think about Wealth Biblically
1 Timothy 6:1-10, 17-19; October 18, 2026

Living as Jesus Intended has been a helpful title for me. It has challenged me to consider what our Lord said about several subjects and then allowed me to ask whether I am living his instructions faithfully. 1 Timothy has included some sobering topics such as: 
· Will men and women in the church take their proper role, or will some clamor for positions they should not have or abdicate positions they should? 
· Will we, as a body, elect qualified leaders or will we put up friends who lack spiritual wisdom? 
· Will elders be qualified and properly protect and discipline? 
· Will we teach the truth straight from Scripture or try to make it say what we want?
· Will we be examples of godliness to our family, friends, church, and community so that they want what we have? 
· I hope the Lord through his Spirit has challenged your walk with Jesus too. 

Our text this morning instructs about 4 items all connected to the concept of wealth. That is why I have titled this message Think about Wealth Biblically.

Main idea: The Lord wants us to work faithfully, pursue godliness, depend on him fully, and share generously.

Our whole passage today explains how you and I should think about wealth.

I. Honor the Lord by faithfully working

I want to start this point by making 2 comments.

First, pay close attention to what the Bible says; not what it does not say.
· Sometimes the Bible instructs servants or slaves and other times the Bible instructs masters. There is a propensity in us all to want to discuss the subject NOT included in the passage. 
· Today, masters receive no instruction. It does not mean there isn’t any instruction in Scripture. It means that the Lord decided not to provide it here.

It is wise for us to let God’s Word stand and let it drive deep into our hearts knowing that we are not talking about every possible scenario.

Second, when we find slavery in the Bible, we tend to blush. We don’t want to be insensitive; and we do not want to condone slavery, so we just don’t know what to do with the topic. We could spend a long time on this subject by itself. Again, let me make 2 comments.

#1. The Bible’s commanded behavior would result in the abolition of slavery through revival, but it does not call Christians to violently rebel against the cultural norm. 

Slavery has been common in many, if not most, world cultures. It took various forms. Some of them were worse than slavery in the US in the 1700-1800s. Others were more favorable. Regardless, the Bible taught both slaves and masters how they were supposed to behave within the structure. 

#2. You don’t have to apologize for what we find in the Bible. God’s plan is the right plan. Once we start going down the road of apologizing for what the Bible says, where does it stop? It will not be long before we will be apologizing for Christ.

In God’s kindness, our country experienced partial cultural reformation and we abolished slavery and we made laws protecting child labor. 
· We needed some of these laws to protect workers from greedy companies.

But our task this morning is to understand and apply what our King says. He wrote first to the slaves and told them that they honor the Lord by faithfully working. They do so … 

1. Even under challenging conditions (v. 1)

1 Timothy 6:1 “All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine will not be spoken against.”

It is likely, if not certain, that v. 1 addresses slaves who worked for unbelieving masters while v. 2 then speaks to those who work for followers of Jesus. 
· While there were many forms of slavery in NT times and some of them were not bad deals for the person, there were other forms that were awful. 
· Prisoners of war were slaves. Conquered people were slaves. Girls were taken to be part of a king’s harem without consent and thus slaves. 
· We should grant that some ancient slaves were well educated, paid, cared for, and respected. They were much better off as a slave than as a free person. 
· But let’s not glorify ancient slavery to the point that it was never like America. Sometimes it was worse. In light of that reality, 

The Lord states in v. 1 that your masters are worthy of your quality work (your honor).
· Those would be very difficult conditions. It is hard to imagine them after living my life in the freedoms found here. But that is what the Lord says --- even if you are a slave to a horrible master do quality work.

Then he tells us why. Because you have no desire for God or his truth to be spoken against.
· Lazy, unproductive, and unmotivated workers testify that there is no higher motivation. There is no God or truth from God moving that person forward.
· A materialistic worldview makes work all transactional or probably more accurately power based.
· When I first started working, at 17, I learned about this concept experientially. I worked with guys who complained, wasted time, were unmotivated to learn anything, and blamed the employer for their situation.
· It was annoying. As a teen trying to learn how to be a man, I was watching older men function like children. I concluded (1) I could not learn from them and (2) I did not want to be like them.

That pushed me to return to look at the example I had my whole life – my dad. I would have been better off learning the easy way – through his instruction. 
· But when I got a job at 17, I suddenly saw what was in plain sight the entire time. 
· My dad knew how to work, how to learn new things, to take initiative, and how to sacrifice his own personal wants to improve.
· In his career, there were times he was paid well, but most of childhood, that was not the case. He was undervalued. 
· Rather than whine about it, he made himself valuable through hard work, personal sacrifice, and gaining new skills.
· He did things to make our lives more pleasant … like built an addition to our 900 square foot house, and built a garage at two different properties.

We need the attitude of v. 1 because we do not want people saying bad things against God or his Word.

As we move this back out to all of us. This command for the slave does not mean that the master was wonderful or biblically obeying the commands that God gave him. 
· It says nothing about how well your employer pays.

Our job is to work faithfully trusting God because you do not want to give God or his Word a bad reputation.

Beloved, if you work for a secular company, they might not always treat you right. 
· Your boss may not be a nice person. 
· Thankfully our work arrangements are less restrictive than slavery. You are free to leave. You are free to solve problems. 
· But while you are there, you owe it faithful work and loyalty.

Sadly, sometimes believers focus on the failures of the business. In doing so, they lose their testimony and they do not advance their family forward. 
· You have the freedom to find other work. 
· You have the freedom to attempt to solve problems.
· You have the freedom to learn new skills. 
· You do not have freedom to trash the place or be lazy or unproductive.

1. Especially when they are believers (v. 2)

1 Timothy 6:2 “Those who have believers as their masters must not be disrespectful to them because they are brethren, but must serve them all the more, because those who partake of the benefit are believers and beloved. Teach and preach these principles.”

This is a very interesting verse. 
· This time, faithful work is not only quality and productive work which would have been required in v. 1. He goes a step further – they must not be disrespectful.

Being disrespectful could be quite risky to the unbelieving master. He might bring severe consequences to his slave for such thinking and insubordination. 
· But those who work for believers might approach the matter differently. 
· They might believe that they can disobey, work lazily, be unproductive, or speak unkindly to and it will not matter that much.
· Somewhat ironically, it is the people with bad attitudes that can make a Christian business seem just like a secular one.

Christian businesses, ministries, and bosses can experience difficult times too. 
· They can experience decline, conflict, loss of reputation, and have economic pressures. Bosses can have personal or spiritual struggles. The boss and servant might be friends. 
· Friendships or Christian attitude can be used against the boss. The Bible says that we should want to bless our boss – not take advantage of their common commitment to Jesus.

Our Lord tells us that such attitudes and actions are wrong. In this case, the motivation is slightly different. The unbelieving boss needs evangelized. The believing boss should be blessed.

Regardless of our specific situation, whether we work for an unbeliever or a believer, the Lord requires faithful work. He motivates us through our testimony and through loving our Christian family. 
· Work is 25-30% of the time you invest every week. Two verses explain how you are supposed to use one quarter of your life.

Work is not just about the transaction of work for money. There are significant spiritual issues related to our work – especially given the freedoms we have today. That brings us to issue #2.

II. Pursue Godliness and Contentment

This section is also connected to wealth because some people make a living with their voice for good or for ill. At first, we will see the warning against false teaching, but that teaching still has a connection to wealth. Just as we must faithfully work, we must also pursue godliness and contentment.

1. Because we can be deceived to trust false teaching (vv. 3–5)

1 Timothy 6:3-5 “If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 4 he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.”

False teaching, just like Satan’s, normally includes enough of the truth to make it sound reasonable. 
· Scammers have been successful because they pull at heart strings. 
· One time my parents received a call telling them that one of my children was oversees and desperately needed money to care for a problem. Thankfully my dad called me. Our son was not overseas. 
· But the scammer had enough truth to make that scam seem reasonable. He had enough facts to seem truthful.

It is not unlike Christian teaching. It is not that false teachers avoid the Bible, it is that they use the Bible for their own purposes. 
· Rather than teach the words of Jesus, their doctrine does not conform itself to godliness. Instead, it conforms the person(s) deceived into the image of the false teacher.

Sadly, the text explains that false teachers are full of pride and they have interests that produce certain results: envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, and constant friction.
· This is why I have said several times that Timothy had an enormous task going to the church at Ephesus.
· At least one, if not more than one, elder was already in position teaching falsely. Timothy had to silence him, teach the church about the Lord’s qualifications, and then command them not to elect unqualified elders. 
· Meanwhile, you have envy happening (someone thinks some has something better than them), which results in strife, leading to abusive language (like slander), slander leads to evil suspicions (that is the person’s reputation gets trashed), then constant friction as people take sides.
· What a mess.

Then on top of it, these false teachers want to make money on their teaching. 

We know that their version of godliness is fake because (1) they have corrupt minds; (2) they don’t have the truth; and (3) they love money.

The most egregious examples of this are those who preach and teach a prosperity gospel. They find Bible verses that they use to say that if you sow $1,000 (aka, give it to me), then God will give you $10,000 in return. 
· Examples include preachers raising money for a jet so they can go evangelize, or living lavishly off of other people.

Church family, there can be smaller versions of this too. I wrote a short article years ago on the Faith blog about bullying with the Bible. I address how some people are not instructing and helping people move toward Christlikeness, but they use the Bible to manipulate.
· Every husband or wife is in danger of that.
· Every parent is in danger of that.
· Every pastor or ABF teacher is in danger of that.
· Every counselor is in danger of that.

I want to suggest to you that any of us are capable of deceiving and being deceived. These false teachers will normally be articulate, put together, and say enough true things to make it believable. They will draw us in through their gifts and skills.

Our protection against both errors is godliness with contentment.

1. Because godliness is a means of great benefit

1 Timothy 6:6-8 “ But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. 7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. 8 If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.”

Here the Lord reminds us again of what he taught in 4:7-10. He acknowledges that bodily discipline has some value. 
· When we are disciplined physically that often positively contributes to our ability to work, sleep, play with our children or grandchildren, and enjoy certain activities. 
· It tends to keep us from certain physical conditions. 
· It might result in an overall more productive and longer life.

But at this end of the day the Lord’s third trustworthy statement (along with Christ died to save sinners and he who desires the office of an overseer desires a good thing) is that godliness is valuable for the present life and the one to come.

Godliness is valuable because it protects you from being a deceiver and it also helps you spot deception so that you can avoid it. 
· Godliness is valuable for the present life because it produces eternal rewards. We cannot exchange earthly money for heavenly rewards. Godliness produces heavenly rewards.

The Lord reminds us that contentment with food and clothing is sufficient. 
· When our heart is content, then godliness and all its benefits take center stage. How quick we are to think of contentment after we have achieved a certain lifestyle.

That is why wealth is a common element in each item in this passage. 
· We work faithfully without money taking the most prominent place. 
· We know that godliness with contentment is the path to great gain now and in the future. 

The Lord’s expectation is contentment with food and clothing.

Let’s be honest about this level of contentment. Many, if not most of us, are beyond food and clothing. 
· I went through my dresser drawers a couple weeks ago and got rid of 25 or so garments that I have not worn in a long time. 5 went to the trash and 20 were donated to Trinity Mission through our community center. 
· All that did was ensure my drawers would not break because too many clothes were in them. They are all still full. 
· Many of us also are not faced with the pressure of wondering if today is an eating day or a hunger day. Our questions more commonly revolve around what food we will eat.

Friends, we are all prone to want more – to be envious of others because they have more. 
· Who are they to have more than me? This can lead you down a very dark path. Not all of us earn or will earn the same amount. 
· Part of loving our church family well is not looking at each other through the grid of wealth but of love because we are content.

We can also be covetous where we cling to get what we think will make us happy. We will be happy when we drive a new car, have a membership somewhere, can take a trip to _____, can have __________.

God gives wealth as a good gift. He does not distribute it equally. He says to enjoy what he has given and be content with what you have. When you are chasing godliness with contentment you will not be a deceiver or be deceived. A third aspect of wealth is … 

III. Reject the belief that money will solve all your problems

I agree that money solves some problems. Even credit cards can solve some problems – Dave Ramsey would not like to hear me say that. Let me tell you a story for your enjoyment with a point.
· Stephanie’s parents were kind to pay for our wedding. My parents paid for a trip to Florida for our honeymoon which included flights, a nice hotel, and a rental car. 
· I had never been on an airplane before nor rented a car before. So I was a typical 22 year old who just got married and had no idea what he was doing about anything. No internet, no GPS. Just physical maps for directions. Travellers checks to pay for stuff and excitement and nervousness that I was leading my first trip with my new wife.

On top of all the new travel responsibilities, we arrive at our hotel and I had never seen anything like it. There was a gate to get in the complex. Red roof inn did not have those.
· Then we pulled to the front and men started descending on my car like a swat team wanting to take my luggage, open doors, and park my car. I was a bit on edge about the whole thing.
· I walked into the lobby which looked like what I imagined the garden of Eden would look like and go to check in. Everything seemed to be okay (except I was wondering what the swat team was doing with my new wife and our stuff) and the person serving me asked me how I will guarantee the incidentals. 
· At first I panicked. I stated that I thought the room was paid for. He confirmed that. 
· Then, I froze. I did not know what an incidental was let alone how I was going to guarantee them.

I wondered whether talking to him was an incidental. I gave the only answer I had – Visa. I had just gotten my first Visa card. I may have pulled the card off the sticky paper a few days before. My answer satisfied him, but for our entire trip I wondered about incidentals. What charges would appear on my bill a month from now that I had no idea were incidentals? 
· We got to our room and I was like, don’t touch anything. It might be an incidental.
· A cabinet in our room had candy bars, chips, and other assorted items. We never loosened the locking device. I was sure there were incidentals in there. The paper did not say they were incidentals, but I was pretty sure they were.
· One day I went to the concierge to get some directions, but I had a plan. I would not tell them my name or my room number. I would ask the questions and they would give the answers not the other way around. After all that desk might be an incidental. 
· In fact, one night we went to Burger King for Whoppers and then drove to the 7-11 to buy 2 liters because they were cheaper than 1 can of coke in what looked like the incidental cart. I was okay with the ice machine because it did not require room numbers. I figured that was part of the room cost.
· I was a complete piece of work. 

Stephanie must have thought, what have I done?  I just married a man who does not know the difference between a normal charge and an incidental. We are in serious trouble. 

Sometimes I look back on our honeymoon and I laugh and thank the Lord for my innocence. Who knows what would have happened if I did not have a credit card at that moment. 
· I would have been on a pay phone calling my dad asking him to guarantee the incidentals.

Moments like that teach that money solves problems. Credit cards temporarily solve problems. But Scripture does not teach about money in only one way. It has a remarkable and lovely balance. The first reason that we cannot believe that money solves our problems is …  
  
1. Because money can create problems (v. 9)

1 Timothy 6:9 “But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.”

Just as money can solve some sticky situations, it can create problems of its own. 
· It becomes a temptation. It is easy to want more. Once you get a taste for the finer things in life, you are no longer satisfied with lesser things. The temptation is the continual drive for better or more.

This drive for better or more becomes a snare. Godliness with contentment takes a back seat to better and more. Once godliness with contentment is in the back, it does not get the time and attention needed. 
· Church attendance, serving others, personal Bible reading, personal spiritual growth take a back seat to making money.

Once you have money, you have options. A world of possibility opens before your eyes. Some of those options will be foolish and harmful desires. 
· You will want the very things that will harm you and possibly all those around you.

Money opens you to a world of both good and blessing as well as evil and harm.

     b. Because money can be the object of worship rather than the Lord (v.10)

1 Timothy 6:10 “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”

This is such a powerful verse. Money becomes the source of worship and with it many griefs. We might ask how is the love of money a root of evil?
· Slavery is a root of evil motivated by money. Instead of paying wages, masters exploited people for their personal gain.
· False teaching can be motivated by money. Sometimes teaching falsely results in popularity, book sales, and various deals (apparently that was a thing in the 1st century too).
· Ignoring your family can be motivated by money. You spend so much time with work that you do not disciple your children. This can take another deceptive form where I am providing for my children. That might not be true in all cases, but your children need to see and hear from you.
· Gambling or sports betting can be motivated by money. I occasionally will see a commercial during a football game about a site that will give you $150 or $200 in bonus bets if you bet $5 of your own money. These companies pay to make the commercial and then broadcast the commercial and then they give you money to bet. If you win your bet, you can keep the money. There is a lot of expense here. What justifies it? People are continuing to gamble and lose. The bets are designed for the house to win.
· Not teaching the truth can be motivated by money. 1 Timothy has some hard stuff in it. Do we talk about it or do we gloss over it hoping not to convict anyone or to threaten anyone’s participation?

I could go on, but I think the point is made. Money solves some problems, but the Lord gave us warnings about the problems it creates. 

He said work faithfully without money as the driving force, pursue godliness with contentment because it protects you from deceiving and being deceived, and do not believe that money solves all problems because it also creates them. Finally … 

 IV. Trust God, share, and enjoy his blessings

These verses provide insight into the positive side of life and wealth.

1. Because money can lead to pride and Misplaced Hope (v. 17)

1 Timothy 6:17 “Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.”

Why is a position worth a certain income? Why is a professional athlete getting a contract for hundreds of millions of dollars? Because he is bringing that kind of revenue to his team. 
· Why is a physician paid what they are paid? They offer a specialized service. 
· Why is any job paid a certain amount?

When I was in Cuba I met an eye surgeon who not only barely made enough money to put food on the table but he also was not allowed to leave the country without special government permission (which was basically never). Why were his specialized skills not rewarded?

We are paid what we are paid because certain things are valued and there are certain opportunities in a society. 
· Thus, there is no reason for pride. 
· The Bible says that we should not boast in our wealth or ability to accumulate wealth, but on God who gives us what we have to enjoy.

While we can always find someone who makes more than us or who has more than us, but historically and globally, we enjoy far more finer things than most in human history or currently living. Let’s not pull ourselves out of this passage just because we don’t have the money of a major business owner or professional athlete.

In God’s sovereignty we come from families of certain wealth. Some got a head start. Some have special skills that the society values. Some comes from the abilities the Lord gives. Much of this was outside our control. 
· Thus, since it is within God’s sovereign control, we are able to enjoy his blessings as gifts rather than something we earned. 
· We enjoy them in part by taking advantage of what they are able to buy.

We also trust God, share, and enjoy his blessings
1. Because God wants us to share (v. 18)

1 Timothy 6:18 “Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share…”

Wealth is not to be horded, but to be shared and to do good. 
· Money is designed by God, in part, to help us make a difference for Christ. 
· It is designed to help us move the needle forward in doing good and sharing.

Sometimes you are the recipient of the good or generosity of others. Sometimes the Lord provides for us during challenging times through special gifts. We rejoice in those and see his goodness. 
· But other times, we are the givers of good and generosity. This is a way to enjoy his blessings too.

The Bible says that it is more blessed to give than to receive.

1. Because the Lord Promises True Abundant Life (v. 19)

1 Timothy 6:19 “storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.”

When you approach wealth properly. Then you will be rewarded in the life to come and you will be able to embrace the abundant life now that Jesus promises.

Here again was another challenge for Timothy – teach how people should think about and use whatever the wealth the sovereign God provides.






