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READ Hebrews 13:7-19
“7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. 

8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

9 Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those who were so occupied were not benefited. 10 We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the camp. 12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 13 So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 14 For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come.

15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 

16 And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not [f]with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.

18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a good conscience, desiring to conduct ourselves honorably in all things. 19 And I urge you all the more to do this, so that I may be restored to you the sooner.”

Find Your Strength in the Grace of Jesus.

Hebrews 13:9 – “for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace”
4 commands because of Christ’s unchanging character

Hebrews 13:8 – “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

I.	Remember past heroes of the faith who have died (Heb. 13:7)

Hebrews 13:7 – “Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.”

A.	Consider the result of their life.
Hebrews 12:1 – “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us”

B.	Imitate their faith which persevered to the end.
Hebrews 3:14 – “For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end”

Hebrews 6:11 – “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end”

Hebrews 11:36 – “For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.”
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Eric Mataxes in his introduction to Seven Men and Seven Women: And the Secret of their Greatness said...
Having role models and heroes was historically a vital way of helping a new generation know what it should be aiming at. This is one of the main reasons I wrote biographies...So the idea of having heroes and role models has historically been very important; but as I say, somehow this has changed in recent years. What happened? 
Part of what happened is that—since roughly the late 1960s—we’ve adopted the idea that no one is really in a position to say what’s right or wrong. So we’re loath to point to anyone as a good role model.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Eric Metaxas, Seven Men and Seven Women: And the Secret of Their Greatness (Nashville, Tennessee: Zondervan, 2018), 8-9.] 
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C.	Be cautious of living leaders and heroes.
2 Timothy 4:7 – “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.”

II.	Follow your current leaders/pastors willingly (Heb. 13:17)
Hebrews 13:17 – “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.”

A.     Because they watch over your soul for your benefit.
Hebrews 10:39 – “But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.”

B.      This verse demands meaningful church membership.


C.      What is the extent of obedience and submission?

a. Obedience/submission to pastors never supersedes obedience and submission to God. 

b. Obedience/submission to pastors does not remove an individual’s responsibility or conscience. 

c. Obedience/submission to pastors does not mean there is always agreement.

III.	Do not be led astray by false teaching. (Hebrews 13:9-16)
Hebrews 13:9–16 – “Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those who were so occupied were not benefited. We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach. For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come. Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”

A. Don’t find strength in “foods” rather than grace (Heb. 13:9-12).

B. Bear the suffering and reproach of following Christ outside the camp (Heb. 13:12-13).

C. Seek the lasting, unshakeable city (Heb. 13:14, cf. 12:28). 

D. Offer worship pleasing to God (Heb. 13:15-16).
a. Praising God with your lips (Heb. 13:15)
b. Generous acts of compassion (Heb 13:16, cf. 13:1-6) 

IV.	Earnestly pray for your pastors and brothers and sisters (Heb. 13:18-19). 
Hebrews 13:18–19 – “Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a good conscience, desiring to conduct ourselves honorably in all things. And I urge you all the more to do this, so that I may be restored to you the sooner.”
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