Introduction
· Greeting
· Having just returned from tow Biblical counseling conferences, it reminded me over and over again about the first time I was exposed to Biblical Counseling and how it changed me 
· But even since the first time I heard about BC, I have grown to understand what I needed to learn, in that none of it depends upon me, or upon my counselor, but it all centers around how I have come to know and see the beauty and wonder of the one who saves. 
· In my own story of Jesus in my life, though it was not like Paul being blinded on the road to Damscus.
· I will never forget the day I felt he was poking me in the chest saying
· You know me, you know the facts, you know that I died on the cross
· But He was saying to me…When will you allow me to be the Lord of your life.  When will you live by faith and be changed by knowing me 
· He changed me that day
· But there was still more change and growth needed.
· I am not perfected, I am not righteous, I still fall short…
· The question I have needed to continue asking, when my pride did not get in the way of asking…
· How do I continue to grow and change?
· What is it that is most important so that I might live by Faith…
· My story is nothing special – God has told us many stories of amazing transformations…
· Think about Zaccheus
· Tax Collector and betrayer of his own people…taking from others for his own profit, his own comfort
· Then we see that he changed – giving back 4-fold and making things right.
· Or the Samaritan woman at the well
· She was alone, ostracized and living with her 5th husband 
· Next thing we see, she is running into town to gather the crowds because she could no longer stand to be alone.
· Or, I mentioned Paul, then called Saul
· The defender of all things Jewish
· A persecutor of the Way,
· He believed he needed to defend God’s way by arresting, imprisoning and even killing these Christians…
· But the rest of the story shows Saul, now called Paul, sharing the good news with those he previously saw as the enemy.
· What is the common thread through all of these stories?
· They all had an encounter with Jesus
· Jesus called Zaccheus down from the tree to have dinner together.
· Jesus saw the Samaritan woman and caring for her, showing her that she is known…known by Him
· Jesus first blinded Paul, so that he could open his eyes to see the truth
· They all had an encounter with Jesus…
FIXING OUR HEARTS ON JESUS
· As we have studied together this year, through the book of Hebrews, we have had the opportunity to have an encounter with Jesus, to see Him and know Him in the same way
· Such that He would want our encounter with him to change us as well…
· We don’t have the joy of Seeing Jesus in the flesh…yet…
· But for today, we have the picture we have found through Hebrews
· For 12 chapters the author of this letter has seemingly done everything within his ability to show you a picture of Jesus the Son of God that is so beautiful, so grand, so majestic, so holy, and so glorious that you should have no other response but to stand in awe because of the truth that is laid out before you. 
· We have seen repeatedly that Jesus is better than everyone and everything that came before Him. 
· The word that we receive from Jesus is a better word than what came before. 
· He is better than the angels because none of the angels ever had the privilege of being God’s own Son, but Jesus has reigned with the Father for eternity. 
· He is a better deliverer than Moses and Savior of the people. 
· He provides a better rest than what the Old Testament saints ever experienced in their time in Israel. 
· Jesus is a better high priest because He is not a high priest according to the law but according to the order of Melchizedek which means His priesthood is not bound by the law and it is an eternal priesthood that lasts for forever. 
· He is a better mediator that stands before the people and God and 
· He is the mediator of a better covenant, the new covenant, where the law is not written on tablets by God but written on our own hearts. 
· And to establish that better covenant He became a better sacrifice than anything before because He was able to offer Himself, a holy and blameless substitute. 
· Jesus endured the cross so that we would no longer live in slavery to sin, so that we would no longer live in fear, so that we would no longer live under the law, and as the author says here at the end of chapter 12, it is so that we can approach Him Who is a consuming fire and rather than be consumed we stand in reverence and awe of His saving grace. 
· My prayer is that through our study this year
· That you would have a new and greater picture of Jesus that would bring change in our hearts and in our lives
· Here in Chapter 13, the author begins his wrap up of the book with the application of what he is helping us to do and to desire
· The statement may be something like
· If you see Jesus in the way that I see Jesus…
· If you rejoice in the glory that stands before you…
· Here are the ways that we all need to grow and change…
· And let me give you some specific ways 
· And we can answer together
HOW NOW SHALL WE LIVE
· If you will open with me to Hebrews 13 – I hope that you will see what I see.
· If you are using the Bible in the chairs, you will be opening to page ___
· Please read along with me…
READ HEBREWS 13:1-6
· You may have noticed that what we read was not long nor was it complex.
· I expect that these would be things that you would want
· But to put them into our lives, 
· Our hearts need to be changed based on our picture of Jesus Christ. 
· You need to have a relationship with Jesus Christ
· [Gospel Presentation]

· With all of that in view, let’s look at How then shall we live…

· It begins as we

I. Love the Saints
· This is probably the most basic application point that you should take from the book of Hebrews. 
· If you were to look at the first 12 chapters of the book of Hebrews and ask the question, “Well so what? What should it change in my life?” 
· this is the answer, because what we have seen through this entire letter is the sacrificial love of God. 
· God showed intentional effort in sending His own Son, Jesus Christ, to take the form of a man, live a life where He experienced the temptations of the world, and died a sacrificial death where He was a substitute for sins. 
· That is the greatest kind of love that is possible and that kind of love is intentional
· That means
a. This takes intentional effort
· You may hear someone say that love is not a feeling…it is a choice…
· There is a lot of truth to that statement, but there is more nuance that we need to understand
· Because our love is displayed by our choices and actions towards others…
· Our intentional outward displays of love are the what Jesus was speaking of when He said
· They will know that you are my disciples because of how you love one another…
· But the intentionality of our love is only love when it comes from a heart that is choosing to love Christ first…
· When we act, even in kind ways, because of the benefit to me
· I will get something in return
· My reputation grows
· Acting because of my benefit
· Those are selfish acts, prideful acts
· Not loving acts
· The difference is loving because of how we have been loved first by Christ
· Because we have a relationship with Christ.
· It means that we enabled by Him to love 
· All that to say…
b. We can love in this way because we are united in Christ
· We saw this earlier in Hebrews
· We have this kind of love because of our union with Christ.
Hebrews 6:10 - 10 For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.
· These Christians here in Hebrews have been modeling this kind of love already in their own church. 
· The kind of love that puts others before oneself, 
· the kind of love that meets needs, 
· and the kind of love that loves in the same way that Christ has loved us. 
· And it is not just THAT we love. but HOW we love 
· as Christ loved us
John 13:34–35 - 34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
· This is a new commandment, not because the love of God was never seen in the Old Testament, 
· but because the love of God is seen in its clearest, richest, and costliest sense in the death of God’s own Son. 
· The love of Christ on the cross is a love that is willing to die for the benefit of another. 
· We have seen this kind of love a lot recently in our church family. 
· Love that gives for the benefit of another. 
· Our Faith Groups here and the other fellowship groups at East and West have been going through a book study on the topic of the one anothers this fall. 
· It has been a great book to read together first because it is a reminder of truths that are significant for the Christian life but also because it’s been a great time to just revaluate how we are doing at practicing these commands on a daily basis.
· It has been my joy to watch how one church member has gone out of their way to give of themselves and to help a sister or brother in our church family.
· Recently, one church member said, we need to help people who are having to move etc.
· And I have seen them, on almost no notice drop everything to get a truck, get the men and move furniture etc. at a cost of their time and strength
· It is a beautiful way of loving one another.

· Before I move on…I want to ask two questions…
· When you love, is it a sacrificial love? 
· Not all occasions of loving someone are going to hurt. 
· Listen when I take my girls out for a Chick-fil-A for Shakes and waffle fries…it doesn’t really hurt. 
· You can bet I am probably getting fries and a Diet Coke
· So, not all love needs to sting, 
· but sometimes, love should have a cost to it. 
· And my question to you is, how often does your love cost you? 
· My second question is this, have you put yourself in a position to be able to act with this kind of love on a regular basis? 
· I did not ask these men to do these things.
· They chose intentionally, because Christ loved them first
· But they also had to be in a position to love others
· You have to have some degree of close proximity on a regular basis to be knowing people in the church, enough that you can jump on ways to sacrificially love. 

-	So that’s one verse…Let’s try for 2 
-	With a truth that w sometimes misunderstand
-	Out text is calling us to grow by:

II. Show Hospitality 
· This idea of hospitality is similar to loving the brethren 
· but the recipient is different 
· because this word for hospitality implies that they person whom you are loving is someone who is not very close to you. 
· It is showing compassion and kindness to someone who is a guest or a visitor in some sense. 
· This kind of love can be easily neglected in our day.
a. This can be easily neglected
· In part because loving people is hard for everyone 
· but also because our culture here in America does not emphasize hospitality like many other cultures in the world. 
· Other cultures in the world have very strong hospitality 
· and people will welcome almost anyone and everyone to come join the family for the day. 
· You can come as you are, eat our food, and stay as long as you would like. 
· Your company here is a blessing to all of us and we want you to feel like you are part of the family. 
· America on the other hand typically says 
· come as you are, eat our food, stay as long as you want as long as you give a months’ notice, bring a side dish, and leave by 7:30! 
· Now even though we will live in an individualistic culture, we not neglect to show hospitality because…
b. We never know how God is going to use hospitality\
· As I said, sometimes we don’t think of this verse for ourselves and our circumstance because we don’t know what we think about the verse when it says
“2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.”
· We might quote the passage – because it sounds really good…
· Be hospitable – you never know – they might be angels…
· I would encourage us not to locked up on that point…
· Not that it is not true, buit moreso that it is not the main point of the passage.
· To show hospitality for the purpose would be like doping so to play the lottery…
· Give me a #35, and a 27 and a hospitality scratch off
· They just might be angels
· Rather let’s consider the context of what it points to
· The story is that
Genesis 18:1–3 
1 Now the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, while he was sitting at the tent door in the heat of the day. 2 When he lifted up his eyes and looked, behold, three men were standing opposite him; and when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth, 3 and said, “My Lord, if now I have found favor in Your sight, please do not pass Your servant by.
· Abraham in this scene ministers to these strangers who ended up being the Lord and His angels. 
· Abraham showed them hospitality not realizing how this fit into the plan of God. 
· He didn’t realize at first how significant this event was and what was going to come out of it. 
· And so we like Abraham, 
· are not always certain in the moment how God will use our hospitality for His kingdom. 
· Our hospitality should be with a heart that says
· I just want what God’s wants to do for his kingdom 
· Sometimes you get lunch with someone, or you have them over for dinner, and you never talk to them again. 
· That happens all the time. You tried to make a connection, and it just didn’t work out. 
· But other times, you end up making a friend for life, or more importantly, a brother or sister for eternity.
· It is not who will you entertain – rather, how will God use you!
· I love when I talk to people who are new to FN and they7 say
· I am hear because _____ invited me….
· Though they are not using the words – it is because they were shown hospitality
· So, what does it look like for you to show hospitality to someone this fall? 
· Do you need to invite someone over for dinner? 
· What about getting coffee with that one person you have been meaning to talk with? 
· Have you noticed someone new at church that doesn’t have anyone to sit with? 
· God can use our hospitality to bring Him glory and sometimes even draw one of His children to Himself. 
· The author of Hebrews goes on and says that we are to…



III. Remember those Suffering
Hebrews 13:3  Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body.
· Now I love our prison ministry.
· And I believe that there is a great need to take the gospel to those in prison…
· We see the fruit of that ministry in Abel’s testimony
· But v2 is referring to something specific. 
· Remembering those imprisoned because of their faith in Christ
· This has a similar echo with what we saw in chapter 10
Hebrews 10:34 - 34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one.

· But like we said about loving intentionally…
a. This “remembering” implies action
· When we choose to remember them, 
· We must also choose to love them
· It does not mean you are going to help with a jail break…
· But rather that you can support and encourage in any ways possible
· Where possible we should visit and or maintain a level of communications so that they might be encouraged in and through the word
· But maybe we don’t have the personal relationship that would love in those ways…
· But we can still intentionally pray.
· Knowing that as we share in Christ
· We share in a small way in their suffering
· Because 
b. Our empathy stems from our shared humanity
· The reason why we should be so connected, so involved, and so available for Christians who are suffering 
· and especially those for their faith 
· is because we are all of one body. \
· Paul writes in…
1 Corinthians 12:26 - 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
· Our unity, because it is held together by Christ
· Should be so strong that we cannot help ourselves but to be there for our brothers and sisters who are suffering for their faith.
· And it all comes with loving the brethren
· Because love is sacrificial
· And is aware of where it is needed most.
· We all need to be ready to meet the needs of others at the times that the Lord makes us aware of the need
· 
· So as we seek to care for the body of Christ, the church
· we love the brethren
· We intentionally show hospitality
· And remember the suffering
· And then we see that the author brought in an added focus with a specific focus on marriage…calling us to 
IV. Honor Marriage
Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.
· God is the one who designed marriage
· And God is the one who gets to define the meaning of marriage
· And the beauty of it is that he is wanting to give us a picture of his love for us, 
· To show the relationship between Christ and the church which He purchased through His blood
· The author points to two applications of how we must honor marriage…
· First… 
a. The bond of marriage is to remain unbroken
· Because this a representation between Christ and the church, 
· it must represent unity. 
· A man and a woman who are married are now considered one flesh and their lives are knit together. 

· In the promise of eternity, Christ and His bride will never be separated from one another. 
· This is a unity that will never change and will never dissolve. 
· God has intended the church be with Christ forever and to one day reign with Him for eternity. 
· Therefore, since there will be no separation with Christ and His bride, marriage in this world is not intended to end in separation.
· This is why Jesus said: 
Matthew 19:4–6 - 4 And He answered and said, “Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE, 5 and said, ‘FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH’? 6 “So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”
· To honor marriage is to honor and uphold the covenant
· Parents – one of the greatest gifts you can give your kids
· Honor and uphold the covenant
· One of the greatest ways to honor God
· Honor and uphold the covenant
· This is a topic I could go one much longer that we have time today for
· So briefly – let me give you three applications to honoring marriage by asking yourself these three questions
· Ask yourself if you are married: What am I actively doing to protect, cultivate, and grow my marriage? 
· You should be able to come up with some practical ways you are doing this because this has to be an active endeavor. 
· There is a sense in which marriage is like a garden that needs to be cultivated on a regular basis because without that regular care, it will not bear the fruit desired and will instead reap weeds and all sorts of invasive thistles. 
· It is like a bank vault of gold that has to be protected 24/7 against robbers and thieves who would love to rob you of what is most precious. 
· And it is also a bridge that often needs careful inspection on a regular basis, lest some compromise in its structure grow unknowingly to the point that it becomes catastrophic overnight. 
· Honoring your own marriage before your spouse and God requires intention. 
· When passivity and naivety lead the way in a marriage, they will not lead to blessing but rather to confusion, chaos, and sometimes destruction. 
· Something else you can ask: Is there someone else in my life that I need to check on regarding their marriage? 
· Now this is a hard one. We can easily say to ourselves, “Other people’s problems are other people’s problems. I don’t want to get involved in their business and they don’t want me to get involved in their business.” 
· That would be like me going around other people’s houses when I’m over visiting, inspecting every nook and cranny to see if they clean their toilets and scrub their showers. Nobody wants me to do that! Those are personal matters! 
· I wouldn’t view it like that. If your neighbor saw smoke rolling out from behind your house, would you like them to come and check to see if your house was on fire? Your answer could be, “Well I’m glad you checked but we are actually just having a cookout today so there is nothing to worry about.” 
· Or it could be, “Thank you for checking because our house was on fire and we didn’t even realize it. I’m so thankful that you would be willing to come over and say something. 
· It can be really hard to ask someone, “Hey, are you guys doing okay? I noticed _______ the other day”, but loving one another as a body means you are willing to help a brother and sister walk in a way that pleases the Lord, even if it sometimes uncomfortable for you. 
· My last question here: Are you inviting others to speak into your marriage? 
· We should be invested in others enough to reach out to them when they have a problem, but are you open to others asking you about how your marriage is doing? 
· I encourage you to listen when others come with a possible concern. 
· Beyond just the bond of marriage…

b. The bed of marriage is to remain undefiled
· This is such a serious issue, it is repeated many times such as
2 Timothy 2:22 - 22 Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.
or
Ephesians 5:3 - 3 But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints;
· Adultery is sinful and wicked without question, 
· but let us not forget that this form of sin like all others begins in the heart. 
· When we are loving something more than we choose to love Jesus, in this case it comes out in selfish, prideful acts that seek to satisfy a lust.
· There is no love involved in adultery
· As such
· Our sin must be killed at it’s heart level and replaced with righteousness if we are to please God with our marriages. 
· Along with loving the brethren…
· We Honor marriage
· By holding fastr to the covenant
· And not defiling the marriage bed.
· Now our last stop for the day is about money. And when it comes to topic of money, we need to…
V. Place Your Confidence in the Lord
· It could be easy to focus just on the command about money…
· But take alook again at verses 5-6

Hebrews 13:5–6 
5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,” 6 so that we confidently say, “THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?”

· What are seeing here is that
a. Money competes with God for your affection 
· It was Jesus who said to us – we can either serve God or money…
· It is impossible to serve two masters
· Our character should be free from money
· Because money competes with our affections
· Not because it is beautiful
· Not because we would hang it on the wall or put it on display
· But because of what we believe we can get from it…
· The love of money
· Like all other sins
· Is built on a foundation of lies
· Money can buy you security?
· Money can buy ease and comfort?
· But a question that would help us see if you are loving money?
· How much is enough?
· Rockefeller, a multi-millionaire, was quoted to say that he would have enough, if he just had a million more
· In other words, it would never be enough
· He would never be satisfied
· Or in other words, he would never be content…
· Just a million more…
b. If your not content, then you are not free
· If you love money
· Your motivation is for money
· You do what you do based on money
· Not based on God and his grace
· If you love what money gives you
· And begin to be dissatisfied with God’s good gifts
· You will rely on yourself and not depend on God
· Your eyes look at the worldly and not on the things of above
· Your heart is fixed on the world and not on Christ
· And then when you look at others
· Comparison comes
· Coveting
· And you measure them by their riches
· And faqil to see them based on godly character and being made in the image of God
· The book of Ecclesiastes describes just how futile a life pursuing money can be…
Ecclesiastes 5:10–20 - 10 He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves abundance with its income. This too is vanity. 11 When good things increase, those who consume them increase. So what is the advantage to their owners except to look on? 12 The sleep of the working man is pleasant, whether he eats little or much; but the full stomach of the rich man does not allow him to sleep. 13 There is a grievous evil which I have seen under the sun: riches being hoarded by their owner to his hurt. 14 When those riches were lost through a bad investment and he had fathered a son, then there was nothing to support him. 15 As he had come naked from his mother’s womb, so will he return as he came. He will take nothing from the fruit of his labor that he can carry in his hand. 16 This also is a grievous evil—exactly as a man is born, thus will he die. So what is the advantage to him who toils for the wind? 17 Throughout his life he also eats in darkness with great vexation, sickness and anger. 18 Here is what I have seen to be good and fitting: to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself in all one’s labor in which he toils under the sun during the few years of his life which God has given him; for this is his reward. 19 Furthermore, as for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth, He has also empowered him to eat from them and to receive his reward and rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God. 20 For he will not often consider the years of his life, because God keeps him occupied with the gladness of his heart.
· Instead when we look upon Christ
· We see that our great High Priest is richer than we could ever imagine
· And his heart is to share an inheritance with us
· In fact the gifts that we do have are ALL good gifts with him
· Ask yourself – do you value the gift more than the giver?
· To believe that money is the source or security and protection is one of the most significant lies we can believe
· Because it causes us to deny the gift giver…
· Instead, we must see the truth…that
C. God alone is able to help, secure and provide.

· We would never teach that if you simply pray tto God, he will provide for you with finances…
· It is not that he cannot
· And I have seen the times when he has graciously given through finances
· But this question is one of security…
· And when we ask that question, our first focus is often on the now
· We are looking at today…
· But by looking at today as our greatest need is to ignore our greatest danger to our security.
· Our greatest problem is with eternal security
· No money can buy your way to heaven – few would argue that…
· But many would live as though it is true
· Or that it is more important.
· When we speak of security
· Are you secure in your eternal home
· There are only two options…heaven and hell
· One is free to enter
· The other has a cost beyond our ability to pay and we all need help

Psalm 121:1–2  - 1 I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; From where shall my help come? 2 My help comes from the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.
· 
The wages of sin is death, 
· But the free gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ 
· If it is security you want…
· Lift your eyes
· My help comes from the Lord 
· Our security, Our assurance comes when we rejoice in the true picture of Jesus Christ, our Savior and King who has been revealed to us through the book of Hebrews
· How then shall we live
· Love the Brethren
· Practice Hospitality and all God to do kingdom work through you
· Remember the suffering as we suffer with them, we are all one body
· Honor marriage to honor Christ and the church
· And place your confidence in the Lord alone.
Pray with me…
