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The book of Hebrews is an absolute treasure. It stretches you, but it beautifully articulates How Jesus is better than everything.
As we conclude this sermon series, I wanted to briefly review the book of Hebrews so that we have a short hand way of remembering Key points…and then as we look at the final part, the benediction as it is often referred to …we can capture the big ideas that are begin summed up at the very end.
Sermon Outline
I. Chapters 1-2 - Jesus is better than the Angels (1-2)
a. Chapter 1 – God has spoken to us in His son. He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of God’s nature bc Jesus is God…and bc He is God…He is better than everything…He is better than the angels even if for a little while he was made low, took on humanity, suffered and died….still better than the angels.
II. Chapters 3-4 - Jesus is better than Moses and Joshua’s Rest (3-4)
a. People struggle understanding the biblical concept of rest. There is a rest from activity or war. In war, rest is helpful. 
b. Jesus provides a rest for our souls better than any other kind of rest. The peace we have with God bc of Jesus is better than any other peace or rest.
III. Chapters 5-7 - Jesus is better than the Priests and the entire priestly system (5-7)
a. Few, if any of us, have sacrificed an animal, confessed to priest, viewed a priest as our access to God, etc. Jesus replaced it all as not only the faithful high priest, but also the replacement to the entire system.
b. The entire priestly system …Christ replaced it all.
IV. Chapters 8-10 Jesus brings a New Covenant which is better than the Old Covenant (8-10)
a. Neither the old or new covenants were bad. They were proper expressions of the moral law of God. But the new covenant is better. It occurs because Messiah came and with him the blessings of the Holy Spirit.
b. So we have the law of Christ, we have the new covenant that is to radically change How we live, bc of the new covenant….
V. Chapters 11-13 - Exercise Active Faith (11-13) [This is the positive exhortation]
a. Because many others have gone before (11)
b. Avoid the obstacles of bitterness, foolishness, or a poor response to discipline
c. Exercising active faith includes love, hospitality, remembering the prisoners, holding marriage in high honor, being content, and submitting to leaders (12-13)

Along with each point has been a series of exhortations. It seems clear that Hebrews was written during a very tense time for God’s people. The readers were not able to take a vacation, regroup, think about things…. They had to do something now. They had to decide in the pressure, in the trial if they were going to hold fast to Jesus.
· Sometimes we take a step back, we think about things…other times we need to act, we need to decide…for the readers of Hebrews, they had to decide how they were going to respond to the persecution…

The author writes with this type of urgency. 
· There are lots of positive commands … love, show hospitality, hold marriage and sexual purity in high honor, being content, etc. show his overall concern for the believers in the church. 

However, there were also … along with these commands a series of warnings that also included exhortations. These are more intense, urgent, and challenging. 
· The Bible consistently calls out people who are not genuine followers of Jesus. It says you can hide in the shadows, deceive many, but Jesus knows…. His word is living and active and it reveals everything….everything will be laid bare before Him.
· So the exhortation is Rather than wait until the final judgment, deal with it right now.

the key exhortations
· 2:1-4
· 3:12-19
· 4:14-16
· 6:1-8
· 10:23-31
· 12:25-29

There are also a series of themes that come from these exhortations.
I. Listen to Jesus’ Word (2:1-4)
a. How do we do this?
b. Immerse yourself in the word, read it, enjoy it, talk to others about the word…ask for prayer, ask for help and accountability to apply the word…take it seriously and be honest when you are drifting from the word of God, and if the gospel does not seem that important to you…and turn back to the word of life.

II. Draw Near to the throne of Grace (4:14-16)/ Draw near to others in the body of Christ….Do not forsake assembling (10:25)
a. How can we do this?
b. It starts with committing to being in church…but not just begin present, being connected…seek to know others and let yourself be known by others…

III. Hold Fast (10:23) / Pay Close attention so you do not drift (2:1) / do not have an evil, unbelieving heart that drifts away (3:12) / press on to maturity (6:1)
a. There is a lot here, but what might this look like?
i. Stand firm on the truth … even when it is hard (like with family)…identify idols in your life…recognize patters that reveal what you heart loves other than Jesus…seek to get to the heart of the matter…
ii. Press on to maturity … look for your next growth opportunity…think about how you can grow the rest of this year….maybe it is stepping out and serving…maybe it is a reading a key book to help you address an area in your life…maybe it is talking to someone to address a conflict….
1. let trials mature you.

IV. Encourage others (10:24) /Encourage one another not to be fooled by sin (3:13)
a. Sin is deceptive…just allowing grumbling to overtake your life is one key example laid out in Hebrews…
i. In order yo pursue encouragement…we all must Understand we can be deceived by our own sin and our own desires…so don’t get scammed by yourself…. recognize you need help from others to not be scammed by your own sinful nature.

I believe the primary warning passages should be understood to mean that the writer believed that some of the churches had genuine followers of Jesus, but also those who were just along for the ride.
· He writes to the former group to encourage them to persevere and live faithfully for Jesus.
· He writes to the latter group to call out their hypocrisy. Church is a comfortable place to be. People are nice. There is support here for various things. But those things are not the same as saving faith.

The big reminder is that Jesus is better than everything…so even in persecution, and even if people around you don’t always seem to live for Jesus…we are to hold fast to our confession…Hold fast to Christ.

In many ways, Hebrews is an easy book to understand. It is very difficult to live it out.

Now, the final section is a bit of a combination of all of this…it has worship, promises, challenges, community, and blessing, in a very succinct package. There’s so much here. And it is a great way to end the sermon, and encourage the readers at the end to respond to the truth of Jesus and Hold fast to Him, because He is better than anything else.
And so even in trials, God’s people can have peace…because they trust the God of peace, and what He has provided through the person and work of Jesus….
So lets end this sermon series today by focusing on….
Embracing our purpose to worship the God of peace
Read Heb 13:20-25
Hebrews 13:20–25 -20 Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 21 equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 22 But I urge you, brethren, bear with this word of exhortation, for I have written to you briefly. 23 Take notice that our brother Timothy has been released, with whom, if he comes soon, I will see you. 24 Greet all of your leaders and all the saints. Those from Italy greet you. 25 Grace be with you all. 
Now he says he has written briefly…13 chapters (5000 words is not that brief) but it is brief in comparison to say Romans and regarding all He could say about Jesus Christ…yeah…this is pretty brief…Why would he say this is brief…he wants to remind them that he has chosen what he thinks is the most important truths to focus on and then apply to their life in this trial… He also says bear with this word of exhortation…bear does not mean count the seconds till the sermon is over…but rather listen to this word…it is relatively short and very focused and rich…so make sure you understand it, remember it and ultimately seek to apply it to your life….
so with that in mind lets look at….
4 key responses to the message of Hebrews
1. Praise the Powerful God of Peace! 
Jesus is better than anything else…and when something is the best, better than anything else…it deserves our praise…
Jesus is better than anything and deserves our praise because…
0. He has power over death 
0. Hebrews 2:9–10 -9 But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone. 10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings. 

He tasted death, he tasted separation from the Father so you and I would never have to.

He showed He has absolute power, over everything, even death…and He can bring many sons to glory….

The end of this sermon is wanting to get one more point in about how wonderful Jesus is and worthy of our praise.
He also deserves praise bc
0. He cares for His flock
In the bible the term shepherd often denotes leadership….and leadership that is going to care for others like a shepherd cares for His sheep…God is often referred to as a shepherd…

1. Psalm 77:20 -20 You led Your people like a flock By the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

In fact Kings in Israel are viewed as shepherds….

1. 2 Samuel 5:1–3 -1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “Behold, we are your bone and your flesh. 2 “Previously, when Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel out and in. And the LORD said to you, ‘You will shepherd My people Israel, and you will be a ruler over Israel.’ ” 3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them before the LORD at Hebron; then they anointed David king over Israel. 

Jesus is our lord, he is our master…He is our king…but the idea of shepherd helps us remember he is not a cruel despotic king…but a king who cares for His people…not just to feed and protect us…but to give himself for us…to give His life for us, so that we can live with Him…

A good leader cares more about the people he is leading than about himself….and Jesus is better than any other leader including Moses, Aaron, David…He is better and worthy of our devotion…Jesus says… 

1. John 10:11 -11 “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 
Furthermore….
0. His covenant is eternal
2. Hebrews 13:20 - Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant
His covenant is not temporary that keep us safe until someone stronger comes along…His covenant is forever, and there is no one stronger to maintain that covenant.
In the ancient near east… groups, tribes and countries would make covenants with people…and the terms of the covenant was that a stronger power would protect a weaker nation…and that weaker nation would pay tribute, or serve the stronger nation….and that worked great unless an even stronger nation came and destroyed everyone….
Jesus’ power is revealed in his resurrection from the dead…and His covenant is a living covenant from the living God that is eternal….
That is why confessing Jesus as your lord, and believing God raised Him from the dead is so important….it has an eternal impact, bc it is an eternal covenant you are making with the very God of heaven, to protect you, to deliver you, to save you….
2. Romans 10:9–10 -9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 
The book of Hebrews spends the majority of the time discussing How Jesus is better than everything…and How we are to be loyal to Him, and draw near to Him…
But this is not just about loyalty, and devotion in word only…it is to actually serve Him, to Do His will…to live in a way that testifies that He is better than everything and His values and better than everything.
So the author wants the readers to respond and to….
1. Live to Do His Will 
This is our responsibility, our response, but we are not alone in this endeavor, bc…..
1. Jesus equips us 
0. Hebrews 13:20b-21 Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to do His will

This word equip is important…it means to make someone fully trained, fully qualified for something….

2 Timothy 3:16–17 -16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 

Luke 6:40 -40 “A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher. 

The more you learn about Jesus, what He has done, who He is, what He says is important…what His mission is…the more you focus on that, the more like Him you become, and even though you did not walk and talk with Jesus…you have been trained and equipped by Him…to do His will.

0. Hebrews 9:11–14 -11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; 12 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

If you have been convicted that you used to live your life for yourself…but now your conscience has been cleansed…and you are thankful for the blood of Christ applied to your account…you are equipped to sacrifice what you want in order to serve other people with good works…you are equipped to focus on loving and caring for other people….showing hospitality, protecting your marriage vows, gathering together to encourage others….

The issue is not that we do not know the will of God…he has laid it out in extreme detail what he values, what is important to Him, what brings Him glory.

The issue is if we will draw near to Him, and give up our own will…and replace it with a focus on His will…that He has revealed in His word.

So one of the big questions everyone must wrestle with is…
1. Whose will are you living to serve?
This is an age old question….remember the rest that Joshua led the people into….well that rest came from loyalty and devotion to the lord…choosing to serve Him, and not other false gods that we have created….
1. Joshua 24:15 -15 “If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 

Jesus is better than everything can’t just be a T-shirt…although that would be a really cool T-shirt…it needs to be displayed by each believers life….where they are constantly thinking about what there Lord wants….

1. Colossians 3:23–24 -23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 

So one of the best ways I can encourage you to apply this whole sermon series…is ask yourself this week, regularly….if Jesus is awesome and wonderful…is anything I am doing today about Him…..at work am I doing this for the Lord, or just bc I have to keep my job.

At home…am I doing this so my spouse will leave me alone, or so I can later do what I want…or am I doing this task or responsibility with Joy because it is really for my Lord who loves me and died for me… 

Genuine believers are going to be integrating the truth about serving Jesus into every aspect of their life…not perfectly…but little by little more and more each day, each month and each year….because they see their whole life is about serving the Lord.
That means we don’t just do things begrudgingly, we ….
1. Work for His Glory
Just like He is with us, and He equips us…in addition…
2. He works in us that which is pleasing to Him
0. Philippians 2:13 -13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 
I want you to considering doing something…I want you to consider writing down a word….I want you to consider writing down a word that personifies Jesus….
It could be humble, patient, kind, gracious, long suffering, courageous, purposeful, steadfast, sacrificial, loving, hospitable, ….
Pick a word that especially reminds you of Jesus…but pick a word that you know you need to work on (anyone need to change?)…pick one that you believe God would want you to grow and change to be more pleasing to Him.
Then this week….Ask God to help you grow in this area…and trust that He is going to work in your life so that you want to be a more humble, gracious, or steadfast person….and then look this week to work on that…to be connecting situations in your life that require you to be humble, pr patient or kind…believe that Jesus is your great shepherd leading you in that moment…and then in that moment recognize God is at work….and what you want to do is work in concert with him and not against Him….You want to work to accomplish His will, and not your own….
To do what you believe pleases Him in that moment…
When you get what you want…you get the glory…when you seek after what the Lord wants…He gets the Glory because you are following Him, you are sending a message to everyone around you…Jesus is better than everything…
I don’t have to have your respect – I can be humble and point to Christ when you treat me poorly
I don’t have to have my way and my preferences – I want people to see that I have a Lord that I serve and I don’t view myself as a king
I don’t have to have the last word, or be right, or have people see things my way…I don’t need to have people like me or agree with me…but I really care if I have represented my God well so people see His character on display in my life.
The question we must ask ourselves regularly is…
2. Who gets the glory in your life? 
1. Ephesians 3:20–21 -20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. 

1. He is working in you to exalt Jesus…so that people see you and they first and foremost see an ambassador of Jesus Christ. No T-shirt necessary.

1. Its obvious because of what you talk about, what you value, how you love and care for people, how you humbly respond to trials, how you have principles that are tied to God’s word and not the changing with ebb and flow of our culture….the way you are gracious and love your enemies, the way you are bold and courageous and not afraid of speaking the truth in love.

1. I just want to challenge you….Do other people know you are an ambassador for Christ…It has been said….if you were on trial for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you…another bit more dramatic way of saying that, perhaps as we think of the Hebrew audience reading this book….if people were persecuting Christians…would you be in danger or would you be safe?

You see…The author of Hebrews wants the readers to….
1. Be Bold for the Gospel
3. Carry out your mission 
This is a word of exhortation the text says…this is a sermon that is exhorting us to draw near to Jesus and allow that to transform everything about us…and if that impacts you…you simply can’t keep it to yourself.
0. 2 Timothy 1:7–8 -7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, 

The writers tells the readers that Timonthy has been released…and that they both hope to see them soon…it is just a subtle reminder of the danger of the gospel message…that is it foolish to people who believe they are morally good, and it is offensive to those who say we have a Lord who has authority over our lives….and we are reminded of this as Timonthy was imprisoned for His gospel ministry.

The scripture says to not just try to avoid trials and suffering, but to see the purpose of trials as something greater that just suffering…but as a platform to proclaim the work of the suffering servant Jesus Christ.

0. Romans 1:16 -16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

I really don’t like it is a person feels like gospel fodder…like you just walk up to them to give them a pamphlet and share the gospel quick and walk away…I much prefer building a relationship with a person and learning what their religious background is, and asking them how that impacts their daily life, and learning about their struggles and praying for them and caring for them, but also shareing the gospel with them in a bold yet loving way…..so I prefer that…

But there are different opportunities and the Lord can use a variety of situations to draw people to saving faith…I think what Hebrews really challenges us to wrestle with is…if we really believe Jesus is better than everything …are we going to tell anyone about it or just keep it to ourselves…

We don’t keep stats…but it is good to ask yourself…when is the last time I shared the gospel….is there anyone in my life I have developed a burden for, a love for…and I am going to take a risk and be bold and talk to them about spiritual things and share  with them my testimony how Jesus saved me and How wonderful He is and how powerful His death on the cross truly is….
I think we share the gospel in part because we are so excited to be in the family of God…we want others to join us…and one of the ways we develop that gospel centered mindset is to 
3. Live in community
He calls for them to Greet all your leaders, and all the saints, and sends greetings from other believers in Italy…He speaks about the body, the church…and how Christ connects us.

It is just a reminder that we are not alone in the body of Christ…we have the local body the church, where we know each other and help each other, and we have the larger body of Christ where there are brothers and sisters in Christ that we at times have opportunities to get to know and partner in the gospel together…

So this closing is a reminder for us…

1. Hebrews 10:23–25 -23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 

I think when we die, we can really boil it down to two things that matter…Did my family and friends know me as someone who loved Jesus more than anything else, was that really clear with how I lived and what I said….and did I tell anyone else about How Jesus loves them….You can boil it down to… was it obvious that I was all about loving God and loving others…for it to be obvious, for that truly to be my life’s focus…I need help from the body of Christ, and I need to look to build up in love others in the body of Christ….and to be built up.

Even with all the turmoil of what was going on with the Hebrews audience…and so also with all the turmoil that is going on in our world….we are reminded to…
3. Rest in God’s grace
2. John 1:16–17 -16 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 17 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 

We can rejoice in trails, not give into grumbling, gossiping, or sexual immorality to try to distract us…but rather allow the Grace of God to be what gives us rest.

We have so much more than we deserve….Let pray and thank the Lord for his grace upon grace made available through Jesus Christ.
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