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· For Eleven weeks now we have been immersing ourselves in first letter to Timothy 
· where Paul has instructed Christian leaders to fight for the faith, pursue spiritual maturity and guide the body of Christ, the church to live in a faithful and orderly way.
· Living as Jesus Intended
· My hope is that this has not only caused you to consider how we are all living together within the church, 
· But that it has also caused you to find joy, purpose and blessing
· 3:15 has anchored our understanding of the letter
1 Tim 3:15 I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
· It has helped me see that the letter was to Timothy most obviously
· In that Paul was providing him the teaching and direction he needed
· It is also for me as a Pastor, as it provides the qualities and characteristics that I am to strive for and the false teaching that I am to protect us from…
· It is for you too
· Men - it shows you what a faithful servant of God should look like so that you can seek to grow
· All of us – We have found truths that help us all to Live as King Jesus intended us to as a part of His church 
· Though we may finish the series today, this is certainly not the end of the work that God is and will be doing through our study of Timothy.
· And it is not the end of our growth
· For He who began a good work in you, will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
· Or in other words – we have an opportunity and responsibility to 
Title: Growing your Faith
· For how long?
· Until King Jesus Returns.
· If that is true – let’s base our growth on the truth of God’s Word
· Please open with me to 1 Timothy Chapter 6.  I will be starting at verse 11
· READ 1 Tim 6:11-21
· 
· To summarize what I am going to cover today. 
Please format this slide similar to this:
Say it in a Sentence:
[bookmark: _Hlk242161456]Growing your faith means fighting for godliness, fixing your hope on Christ your King, and centering your life on the Word so you persevere to the end.
· Our passage has a number of detailed commands and exhortations for Timothy. I see them being pulled together in 3 themes
· The fight for godliness
· The person behind out hope
· And the importance of God’s Word
· With that in mind for the big picture, let’s start by considering what the faithful; Christian life should look like.
I. The Christian life is a fight for your life
· Paul’s opening words
1 Tim 6:11a But flee from these things, you man of God,
· Help us to understand the life Paul is calling Timothy to seek
· In the NT, this is the only use of the description “Man of God”
· However, we can learn a great deal by considering the men who were referred to in this way throughout the OT.
· We see it used to describe Moses – the author of the first 5 books of the Bible
· Multiple prophets were called by this name as they were addressing significant issues in the nation of Israel, to include Samuel, Elijah, Elisha and King David.
· Man of God is used for men who were charged to protect the doctrine and the very Word of God
· And in response to this, he would fight by fleeing the things Paul has been warning him about…
· False doctrines, and false pride that leads to disputes because of our own self-righteous hearts.
· It is even fleeing from the idea that I would seek and appearance of godliness for my own personal gain
· But rather that Timothy would find contentment.
· When I think about a command to flee, the picture I most frequently come back to is that of Joseph when he was a slave in the house of Potipher
· When Potifar’s wife made sexual advances on Joseph – 
· He fled.  Not looking back, not worried about what he left behind, he simply fled
· Unlike Lot’s wife fleeing from Sodom – she looked back and that heart for the past meant she became a pillar of salt.
· We too should flee these things…[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Examples used from Andy Naselli – What God says in 1 Timothy, Chapter 39] 

· If you are tempted to lust after a woman you are not married to, 
· flee the sin of lust.  
· If you are tempted to be unhappy that God has given good looks or possessions or status to someone else, 
· flee your thoughts of envy.  
· If you are tempted to gamble by betting on sports, 
· flee the vice of greed.  
· If you are tempted to entertain rumors about other people, 
· flee the vice of gossip.
· Sometimes fleeing can be your greatest show of strength
· The strength to resist temptation
· Fleeing is simply the first step
· Then when you do flee, 
· Ask – What will you run towards
· You will Grow your Faith… 
a. By pursuing righteous living, godly conduct, perseverance and gentleness
· The call to pursue is not simply passive – it should be an intentional pursuit, 
· Knowing what you are looking for, 
· Knowing what you want
· And then intentionally taking the action to pursue
· What does Paul want us to be pursuing…
1 Tim 6:11b pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.
· It starts with righteousness
· Doing what is right, 
· in God’s eyes
· Living uprightly, 
· Based on God’s commands
· In counseling, I will often refer to 2 Cor 5:9 as we look at what our purpose is regardless of where we are or what we are doing…
· We want to be pleasing to God and the God-pleasing life is a righteous life
· We also should pursue godliness.
· I don’t believe that godliness in parallel with righteousness are two ways of simply saying the same thing.  
· It is a way of living that extends past the worldly or temporal concerns
· Last week David discussed how godliness with contentment brings great gain, rejecting the pursuit of the worlds treasures and wealth
· Godliness is a disciplined pursuit of character and virtue that comes from knowing Jesus Christ and aligning your life with the divine truth.
· Godliness is a devotion to God, to Christ that places them first in all things and shapes our responses while we remain in this world.
· And how would we grow in that type of devotion
· Pursue faith.
· Hebrews 11 describes faith as
Heb 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
· When we look to grow in our faith, it is important that we consider our own hearts
· Through faith we are able to Trust in the Lord with all of our hearts,
· And from that faith we can know that He will make our paths straight.
· But we also need to understand that the path which God will place us on is not necessarily the path that we would choose for ourselves
· When Abraham choose to set out from Haran to go to a place which the Lord had not yet shown him, Abraham had to trust God
· It is described that He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness
· What did he believe?  That God would do exactly as he promised.
· What happened when Abraham chose to do things in his own way instead of continuing to trust God
· This is where we see things break down for Abraham
· Why, because Abraham thought God has promised him a son in Abraham’s timing.  When the promise did not happen that way, he took matters into his own hands…
· The result:  brokenness
· Conflict between Sarah and Hagar
· Conflict that would later come between Isaac and Ismael
· When you consider ho to pursue faith…
· Start by pursuing the true knowledge of God’s promises to you.
· He did not promise a life without problems
· He promised an eternal life free from sin
· When we respond with bitterness or depression because God did not fulfill the promise I wanted now, our faith cannot grow.
· When I trust God even in the hard – then my faith will grow
· Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
· I fear no evil when I trust my good and mighty God
· Still in the valley
· And His rod and staff they comfort me
· We too can Believe God – for the pomises that He has made to us – thye will always be fulfilled.
· We are also to pursue love, in righteousness and goldliness, our mind and our hearts will be turned to the good of others.
· The includes taking others along on your pursuit
· The world wants you to affirm the feelings of another person and leave them right where they are…
· Righteous, godly love, takes them with you to the very foot of the cross to receive the mercy and grace we all need.
· This verse also calls us to pursue steadfastness.
· Life is a marathon, not a sprint, Faith will cause us to endure through the hard times rather than seek to escape them
· and then gentleness…
· To seek gentleness is to choose to humbly and wisely show tender kindness to others.
· It is a sign of strength and humility to seek gentleness.
· Also said that it takes wisdom to extend gentleness in a manner that is firm and even unyielding at the appropriate times
· I am so thankful that in our fight for the Christian life, that the Lord is ready to equip us and grow us in righteousness, godliness, faith love, perseverance and gentleness
· So that through those virtues, our fight will be characterized…
b. By keeping the commandment until the end
· Take a look again at Paul’s charge for the fight here
1 Tim 6:13-14  I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate, that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
· I will spend more time on the middle of these verses next, but regarding this part of the battle cry, we are to keep the command.
· What command you might say…
· As this is Paul’s closing remarks – I read this to speak of all the commands
· So that includes preventing others from teaching false doctrine
· Training himself in godliness and seeking virtuous character
· Overseeing and identifying qualified men to shepherd and serve the church family
· And being an example for others through it all
· But what does it mean to do so without stain or reproach.
· It does not give him a standard of perfection to accomplish
· But rather a standard which itself is perfection under which to teach and present himself as an example
· It is about Timothy’s heart, that he would continue to choose to be pleasing to God in all things
· It means affirming and loving what God says even when it is unpopular, even in the church
· Timothy is being called to a life that is countercultural
· But if our growth is so different from the world
· So different that what we would choose for ourselves…
· Then why would we choose that life?
· What would cause us to want to grow in faith?
II. The Christian life is motivated by our King
· Several times, Paul has called upon God as his witness to explain Paul’s pastoral choices, or to witness to his heart and desires, 
1 Tim 6:13-14  I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate, that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,

· But here, Paul is calling upon God as a witness differently…
· Timothy is being called to actions and reminded that God is the witness for our ministry.
· Thus he wants Tiomothy, and subsequently you and I to consider the beauty and wonder of God’s character, actions and promises as the motivation to fight for our Christian life.
a. God gave us life
· It all begins in the creative order
· God is the one who gives life
· God is the one who literally breathed life into mankind
· And God is the one who sustains life.
Col 1:16-17 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 
· As we consider our charge to follow Timothy’s example to fight for the Christian life, 
· It is an encouraging thought when seeking to obey
· God is described as the one who gives life to all things to encounrage you as you fight the good fight
· Without His sustaining Hand, our efforts would simply fall apart
· Thus, since God is making it possible, I am motivated in how I will live for my King.
· I am also motivated when I consider how
b. Christ made the good confession
· When I look at Jesus’s last 24 hours leading to the cross, Iam simply in awe of how heart for his disciples, his followers, even his enemies and what that means for you and me…
· Multiple times before he was arrested, Jesus shared the truth about what was to come…
· That he would be betrayed, delivered over to the Pharisees and Scribes and condemned to death, 
· He shared compassionately even the truth that his closest friends would desert Him.
· But He always shred the hope that we can have knowing that the Father would raise Him up again on the third day.
· Yet, they did not believe his confession of what would happen.
· Then in the garden, he asked his Father, if here were any other way…
· But knowing that there was not
· He willingly handed himself into the arms of his betrayer to be bound and arrested
· Through the night, in His trials, before the High Priest, before Herod and finally before Pilate
· When changed falsely and his words could have set him free
· He remained silent
· When asked the question – 
· are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One
· he spoke – I am
· knowing the truth would enrage his accusers
· When asked by Pilate
· Are you the King of the Jews? A declaration that would create problems for Rome…
· It is as you say
· Silent when it would have exonerated him.
· Truthful when it would bring him harm
· Jesus Christ, in the face of torture and death made the good confession that we need to hear knowing that his silence…and his words would lead to his death.
· Why?
· Because it is the only way for you and I to be redeemed to our heavenly Father.
· Christ’s willingness to make the good confession before Pontius Pilate is the motivation for me to fight the good fight in my Christian Life
· Why did it matter that it was before Pilate?
· This emphasizes to you and to me
· This happened and this is real history.
· Jesus’s life and death are not just a good story
· There was a time when skeptics tried to say that this was all a fabrication.
· We can find our motivation in knowing that the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus are historical facts
· But it is more than just believing in Jesus, believing that he died and was raised again
· We need to believe Jesus
· When he said that
John 14:6 Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
· We need to believe what Jesus said to Nicodemus
John 3:17-18 For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
· And knowing what Jesus came to do, and understanding that he completed exactly what he said…
· Our Christian life is motived by our King…
c. Christ is worthy of our allegiance
· If you were to look for an ally, 
· What are the qualities that you would be searching for
· Integrity, courage, selflessness
· Reliability, moral; righteousness and an commitment to a cause bigger then themselves
· Allegiance is a moral partnership.
· And in this world, we are looking for allies who match how we would see ourselves in each of these categories
· And in King Jesus, 
· We have an ally who exceeds and perfectly exhibits every one of these characteristics 
· Most importantly, he is the only one who will never disappoint us in any of these areas.
· And the cause which He is committed to.
· The salvation of all who will believe in Him.
· He alone is worthy of our allegiance
· For He is the 
d. Only Sovereign
· He is the blessed and only Sovereign 
· Sovereign in that He is the ruler over all of creation
· That means he is my King and your King too
· With sovereign authority over our lives
· And is sovereignly in control of all things
1 Tim 6:15b He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,
· Blessed in that God is filled with and overflowing with joy
· He is not a cold and grumpy God.
· He is infinitely joyful
· Moses taught the people of Israel, there is no one like the Lord
· This truth is echoed across God’s Word.
e. King of Kings and Lord of Lords
· Imagine the most powerful men or the most influential in all of history
· Alexander the Great, Julius Ceasar, Napolean Bonaparte
· Jesus Christ is their King
· What about Muhammed, the man who founded Islam and claimed divine Revelation
· Or Adolf Hitler, who declared himself the supreme and final authority over the will and destiny of the German people 
· Jesus is their Lord too
· Even if they do not accept Jesus, it does not change that only He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords because
Rom 14:11 For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall give praise to God.”
· God also is alone in possessing
f. Immortality
· Kings and emperors throughout history have claimed immortality
· Yet – death always came…
· As God alone is the one who possesses immortality
1 Tim 6:16 who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light,
· Yes, when we receive our resurrected bodies, we too will live for eternity
· But we can worship God as He is the only one who is inherently immortal
· He needs no one else to give him life?  It is his very nature
· Then when we describe him as dwelling in…
g. Unapproachable light
· I want you to picture Him in the fullness of His blazing Holiness
1 John 1:5 God is light and in Him is no darkness at all
· Now I hope that this would then remind you of his abundant grace
· His underserved kindness that he showers upon us
· Remember, the Israelites were not even able to touch the base of the mountain, or enter into the Most Hopy Place in the temple without dying
· God’s holiness is like a human attempting to approach the sun, you cannot even look directly at it without hurting your eyes
· Yet God has graciously revealed himself to us
· He chose to humble himself taking the form of man to dwell with us
· When He ascended, He sent us His Spirit to dwell with us.
· Our Christian Lives are motivated by our praise of the Father for he deserves 
h. Honor and dominion
The phrase in v 16 completes Paul’s praise
1 Tim 6:16b To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.
· In a similar fashion to how Paul has praised God throughout the NT 
· IN Romans: TO the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ, Amen
· Or in Ephesians: to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout the generations forever, Amen
· Peter and John would follow the same patterns in their letters
· And our Christian lives should echo their praise as the motivation for how we live, for how we fight the fight
· If growing your faith means fighting for godliness,  and fixing your hope on Christ your King, 
· It will also require centering your life on the Word so you persevere to the end.
III. The Christian life is centered on the Word
· Let’s consider the final words of Paul in his letter in verses 20-21
1 Timothy 6:20-21 O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called “knowledge”- which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be with you.
· We can see the personal and emotional way in which Paul speaks.
· O Timothy, like his earlier use of O Man of God
· The O is simply that, but the meaning is intensified
· Showing a sober and serious affection
· While also pointing to a final significant exhortation
a. Guard the deposit
· Guard the deposit entrusted to you
· As this is a closing statement, I believe that the deposit is referring to everything that Paul has commanded Timothy in this letter, 
· Particularly the truth of sound doctrine that he has been sent to protect.
· This will require the wisdom and discernment to
b. Reject the “knowledge” that draws you away
· By avoiding false teaching 
· This includes not giving worldly theories and teaching the weight and authority in our lives which belongs only to Scripture.
· False teaching does not deserve respect and dignity in how we see it…
· It is worldly, 
· It is empty chatter
· It is falsely called “Knowledge” sometimes credited as Common Grace and then used to replace the very Word of God believing that it can add truth, add hope
· We are told not even to tolerate it as the professing of this as knowledge has caused some even to go astray from their faith
· The only weapon that will be effective in our battle to guard the deposit
· The Sword of Truth
· I want to encourage you that everyone of us is responsible for the guarding.
· How will you be able to discern the “knowledge” that is to be rejected
· You must spend time in the Word
· You will not have the sword available to you if you do not strap it on
· And when you ask questions – 
· Do not ask, does this sound like it aligns with scripture, saying, I have never heard this it sounds right, so it must be OK
· Rather search the Scriptures with a belief that God’s Word is 
· Sufficient
· In that it provides everything we need for life and godliness
· And that it is inspired by God, inerrant and authoritative 
· Therefore I will only accept the knowledge 
· That flows out of the Word of God
· And is consistent with the whole of the Word of God
· And thus the Christian life is centered on the Word of God.
· As we close out our time in 1 Timothy today and for the fall
· I pray that our time in the Word has brought you joy
· Joy in the motivation that we serve the one and only sovereign God
· Purpose
· Purpose in that we all have opportunities to grow in our faith, Living as King Jesus intended
· And Blessing.
· Grace be with you.
· May we all receive God’s undeserved favor in His abundant grace overflowing upon those who believe.
· I pray that in it all we will find ourselves growing in the faith…

Growing your faith means fighting for godliness, fixing your hope on Christ your King, and centering your life on the Word so you persevere to the end.

PRAY
