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Intro
· Acts 2:17 – And in the last days it shall be, God declares that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.
· *transition from Your Will Be Done
· What scares you?
· I’m not talking about anything morbid, like being tortured 
· Nor am I talking about anything existential, like “I’m afraid of dying without being remembered”
· And I’m not talking about an experience, like the drop zone at King’s Island
· I’m talking about, what creates fear in you when you see it?
· The spider that catches the corner of your eye when you’re watching television?
· The clown walking around the state fair?
· Some of you will get me on this one: Chuck-E-Cheese animatronic characters? (by the way, why was it always his birthday?)
· Snakes in crawl spaces, shark fins while swimming, bear tracks while hiking, whale silhouettes underneath kayaks—there are a lot of things that cause us great fear and awe—sometimes because of the threat it poses, or the power it possesses, or even for completely irrational reasons
· What causes fear in your heart when you see it?
· Now that I’m on-edge thinking about birthday parties during my elementary years…
· We’re continuing our annual series, walking through the Book of Hebrews, Fixing Our Hearts on Jesus
· Our passage this morning is covering verses 5-14 of chapter 1 (please turn there – pg. ///)
· This morning, we’ll hear an argument from the author of Hebrews that explains how Jesus is Better than Angels
· You might say, “I could have told you that!”
· And you’d be totally right! 
· But regardless, we’re going to see how the author of Hebrews—or this preacher—uses the example of angels to help us fix our hearts on Jesus 
· In order to gain better context into the passage, I’m going to borrow a little bit of Pastor Rob’s passage from last week (v. 4) and a little bit of Pastor Aaron’s passage for next week (2:1-3a)… 
Text
· Hebrews 1:5-14 – 5 For to which of the angels did He ever say, “You are My Son, today I have begotten You”? And again, “I will be a Father to Him and He shall be a Son to Me”? 6 And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, “and let all the angels of God worship Him.” 7 And of the angels He says, “who makes His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of fire.” 8 But of the Son He says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of His kingdom. 9 “You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness above Your companions.” 10 And, “You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of Your hands; 11 they will perish, but You remain; and they all will become old like a garment, 12 and like a mantle You will roll them up; like a garment they will also be changed. But You are the same, and Your years will not come to an end.” 13 But to which of the angels has He ever said, “Sit at My right hand, until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet”? 14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?
· So let me ask the question I have asked when reading this passage, and I’m sure many of you may have on your mind as well: why dedicate 13 verses or so talking about how Jesus is better than angels? Isn’t that obvious?
· Let me try to put this into perspective
· Imagine you’ve lived in West Lafayette your entire life, and you’ve never even traveled an hour in any direction and your knowledge of the world outside of this circle is quite limited
· In terms of architecture, you’re pretty impressed by what Purdue has built
· The math building is about 10 stories tall, and the bell tower is massive!
· But then, you hear about a new building that is going to be built—the Rise on Chauncy
· It’s supposed to be 16 story-tall – 60% higher than what you’ve seen before!
· You find it hard to believe that a building could be that tall 
· When it’s finally completed [Rise1], you are absolutely blown away – you get a tour and they take you to the top story
· Previously, you couldn’t have fathomed a structure that big that you could literally walk into… [Rise2]
· That is, until you meet someone from New York city
· He describes rows of skyscrapers that blot out the sun at midday!
· He even tells you about the new One World Trade Center that is, not 16 stories tall, but 104 stories tall! [One World Trade Center]
· The idea of any building bigger than the Rise on Chauncy is unfathomable to you—almost unbelievable 
· The thought that you could stack 6.5 Rise building on top of one another and make your way to the top floor is beyond your capacity to imagine
· [back to Jesus is Better than Angels slide]
· Here’s the problem we, in our day-and-age, have with angels: we’re basically unimpressed with them
· We’ve been to Indianapolis, Chicago, New York, and Dubai—we’ve seen skyscrapers before
· When we hear that the Empire State building is taller than Faith West, we say: no duh…
· But that’s because we’re not impressed with the height of Faith West
· But here’s the thing: we think angels are like The Rise on Chauncy, when they’re really like the One World Trade Center
· And what the author of Hebrews is telling us is that there’s a building exponentially taller than the One World Trade Center…
· From our passage, we see 2 truths about angels to help us listen carefully to Jesus.
· Angels were a really big deal to the original recipients of this message
· But instead of trying to convince his listeners that angels aren’t really as great as they believed them to be, he uses their knowledge of angels to show them how awesome Jesus really is 
· First, we see that… 
I. Angels Occupy a Highly Exalted Position 
· In order to get a better picture of Jesus, we need to have a more accurate understanding of angels
· As such, we need to dig into a theological topic called angelology (*repeat)
· A. Angels are non-human, created beings that dwell in the fullness of the presence of God worshipping him
· Angles aren’t divine, but they’re also not human
· They were created in the beginning…
· Genesis 1:31-2:1 – God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts
· We’re not sure when the angels were created, but it seemed to be before us
· For instance, when Job is getting reprimanded by the Lord (ch 38), God mentions that the angels were singing together and shouting for joy when He was establishing the foundation of the earth
· And that’s another distinct difference—angels are able to be in the direct presence of the Lord because they are totally without sin—at least, those who are remaining 
· I’m sure most of you are aware – at some point after their creation, there was a rebellion that took place in heaven
· One of the high angels rebelled against God, seeking to take His throne – we read about this in passages like Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28
· He was able to recruit a third of the heavenly host to his cause, but he and the rest were summarily cast out of heaven
· This always reminds me of Gustave Doré’s vivid interpretation of this event in his painting entitled “Satan Descends Upon Earth” [picture]
· Obviously, this head angel was the devil, and those who aligned with him are now referred to as demons
· But those who remained faithful to the Lord are serve in His presence in different capacities
· We read of different sorts of angels in a variety of passages 
· Isaiah 6:1-7 – In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.” And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.” Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven.”
· These angels are known as seraphim
· But before talking more about angelic rank, notice the difference between how angels respond to the Lord’s presence versus how we, as sinful mankind, respond to His presence
· All created beings are perpetually astounded in His presence—which is to say, no being, angelic or otherwise, seems to grow accustomed to the experience
· But because of our sin, we are utterly undone and incapable of dwelling with a holy God
· Our sin needs to be removed for us to approach this holy God—more on that later
· But here we have the Seraphim worshipping in the presence of the Lord – an observation that’s made in the New Testament as well… 
· Revelation 4:8 – And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and who is and who is to come.”
· Seraphim have a direct ministry to the Lord in His temple
· Additionally there are cherubim which can be read about in places like Genesis 3 (guarding the entrance to the Garden) and were featured throughout the tabernacle, temple, and ark of the covenant 
· Rank and order appear to be present among the angelic realm, with angels and archangels over them—categories distinct from the cherubs and seraphs 
· We know of only two named angels: Gabriel and Michael
· They are messengers that have communicated with people such as Daniel, Zechariah, and Mary 
· But one defining feature about these two—as well as the other angels—is that they are… 
· B. Angels are powerful warriors for God
· What do you picture when you think about an angel?
· If you’re in my generation, perhaps you think of [Tess Monica & Andrew] from touched by an angel
· Or maybe you’re a bit more old school than that and you think of [cupid]
· Some of you may even have [Willow Tree] angel figurines in your house
· But do you remember the question I asked to start our time?
· What scares you?
· In addition to shark fins and animatronics, what should be on that list?
· When angels encounter mankind, what do they often need to say?
· “Don’t be afraid!”
· Why?
· Because the people who saw them were… AFRAID!
· Take one instance in the OT – the king of Assyria sent a messenger—the Rabshakeh—to tell the Judeans that they were about to be utterly wiped out
· The king at that time, Hezekiah, prays to the Lord and He answers his prayer for deliverance in an unexpected way… 
· 2 Kings 19:35 – Then it happened that night that the angel of the Lord went out and struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men rose early in the morning, behold, all of them were dead.
· When you think of an angel going through the camp of the Assyrians, striking dead thousands upon thousands, do you picture Tess, or cupid or Willow Tree?
· For his part, the prophet Elisha was able to see these mighty warriors fighting on Israel’s behalf… 
· 2 Kings 6:15-17 – Now when the attendant of the man of God had risen early and gone out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was circling the city. And his servant said to him, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” So he answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” And the LORD opened the servant’s eyes and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.
· Additionally, they are often used as agents of God’s wrath
· We see this in the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah… 
· Genesis 19:10-13 – But the men [angels] reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with them, and shut the door. They [the angels] struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, both small and great, so that they wearied themselves trying to find the doorway. Then the two men said to Lot, “Whom else have you here? A son-in-law, and your sons, and your daughters, and whomever you have in the city, bring them out of the place; for we are about to destroy this place, because their outcry has become so great before the LORD that the LORD has sent us to destroy it.”
· They are able to blind humanity, kill hundreds of thousands in a night, and destroy whole cities
· Humanity doesn’t hold a candle to the power of angels
· Revelation even tells of their awesome power against the forces of darkness… 
· Revelation 12:7-8 – And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven.
· Are you starting to get a better picture of what the original audience to the Book of Hebrews saw in angels?
· They’re absolutely amazing!!
· But let’s talk about one more feature of angelology before moving to our text… 
· C. Angels are awesome, glorious messengers of God
· We know this to be the case with a lot of men and women throughout Scripture
· Hagar in Gen 21, Daniel in Daniel 10, Zechariah in Luke 1, the shepherds in Luke 2, and Paul in Acts 27 to give a few examples
· In each of these occasions, they needed to tell the recipient of the message: “don’t be afraid!”
· Also, in Matt 28, we read of another terrifying encounter with an angel…
· Matthew 28:1-6a – Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave. And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. And his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men. The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said…
· The angel appears and doesn’t warn these battle-hardened Roman soldiers, so they take a quick unsolicited nap
· After providing assurance to the gals, they are able to deliver the message of Christ’s resurrection from the dead
· But FEAR is not the only response that angels elicit by their appearance: we read of another occasion in Revelation… 
· Revelation 22:8-9 – I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things. But he said to me, “Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God.”
· The appearance of the angel was so awe-inspiring that John—the best friend of Jesus who had just passed out seeing the glorified Christ—was tempted to worship one
· Brothers and sisters—angels are awesome—and far more amazing than we can begin to imagine
· And there is so much more to say about them!
· Time fails us to talk about their active work in our live right here and now
· We can’t get into debunking myths like “guardian angels” or the totally false and bizarre lie that we ourselves become angels in heaven
· And we can’t spend the necessary time stressing how we should think about the spiritual realm far more often than you and I likely do
· Instead, we need to take what we know about angels, turn to our passage, and see that… 
II. Jesus’ Position is Far Superior to All the Angels
· To prove this, Hebrew’s author goes to 7 different Old Testament passages, each hitting a different angle of the argument
· [CHART]
	Hebrews Verse
	Quoted OT Verse
	OT Reference
	Context/Meaning

	Hebrews 1:5a
	"You are My Son; today I have begotten You."
	Psalm 2:7
	Demonstrates Christ's divine sonship and unique relationship with God the Father.

	Hebrews 1:5b
	"I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a Son."
	2 Samuel 7:14; 1 Chronicles 17:13
	Refers to the promise to David, fulfilled ultimately in Jesus as the eternal King.

	Hebrews 1:6
	"Let all God’s angels worship Him."
	Psalm 97:7 (LXX); Deuteronomy 32:43 (LXX)
	Shows the superiority of Christ as the object of angelic worship.

	Hebrews 1:7
	"He makes His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of fire."
	Psalm 104:4
	Highlights the nature of angels as created beings who serve God.

	Hebrews 1:8-9
	"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever...Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You."
	Psalm 45:6-7
	Affirms Christ’s eternal kingship and His anointing as the Messiah.

	Hebrews 1:10-12
	"You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning..."
	Psalm 102:25-27
	Emphasizes Christ’s role as Creator and His eternal, unchanging nature.

	Hebrews 1:13
	"Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet."
	Psalm 110:1
	Declares Christ’s exaltation, authority, and victory over His enemies.

	Hebrews 1:14
	No OT quote, but describes angels as ministering spirits.
	-
	Contrasts angels’ role as servants with Christ’s exalted position as Son.


· If you’re looking at your Bible right now, you can probably visually see that there is more OT quotation in our passage than words from the author himself
· Allow me a quick aside to ask: what is this serving as the basis of ultimate authority in the life of this writer? God’s Word!!
· What is your ultimate authority?
· It’s one thing to build an argument on the Word of God—it’s another thing to build a life upon God’s Word as your authority
· With this new year—how are you going to build?
· In order to live by it, you must know it—so I hope your resolutions include God’s Word every day
· So from the opening of the passage, we see that… 
· A. Jesus is the unique Son of God
· Two OT passages are used to prove this point…
· Hebrews 1:5 – For to which of the angels did He ever say, “You are My Son, today I have begotten You”? And again, “I will be a Father to Him and He shall be a Son to Me”?
· The first passage is taken out of Psalm 2
· If you want to read a shockingly prophetic Psalm, that would be a good place to start
· It’s centered on the sovereign reign of Christ above the supposed rule of the nations
· This is a role He enjoys due to His divine Sonship—a position that no angel in heaven can lay claim to
· The second passage is in the context of the promise that God makes to David, that He will have someone to reign on the throne for all generations… 
· 2 Samuel 7:12-14 – When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me...
· Here again: Jesus is better than the angels due to His position as the Son of God
· To which you might reply: “hey, aren’t I a son or daughter of God if I’m in Christ?”
· The answer is “yes,” but certainly not in the same way implied in these passages
· Believers are sons and daughters of God in the sense that we have been adopted into His family
· As we see in this next passage, Jesus is the “firstborn,” leading Him to be… 
· B. Jesus is worshipped by all the angels
· Hebrews 1:6 – And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, “and let all the angels of God worship Him.”
· Let me pause for a bit of doctrinal clarification: as we’ll talk about in just a bit, Jesus has no beginning and end
· Most theologians understand His title of “firstborn” to refer (throughout Scripture) to a number of things
· First, He is “author and perfector of faith,” as Hebrews 12 will mention—He is the One each Christian is following in this life leading to eternity
· Second, He took on flesh to dwell among us, making Him the better Adam and the first of His own kind
· Next, He was the first to raise Himself from the dead and is the cause of all those who have been and will be raised from the dead
· There are several more reasons, but “firstborn” is a theologically rich term with a lot of implications that should lead us to worship Christ more passionately, and certain agree that Jesus is superior to the angels in this sense
· In Romans 8:29 Jesus is called “the firstborn of many brothers.”
· In Colossians 1:15 he is called “the firstborn of all creation.”
· In Colossians 1:18 and Revelation 1:5 he is called “the firstborn from the dead”
· And here in Hebrews 1:6 he is simply called “the firstborn”.
· 
· Hebrews 2:5 – For He did not subject to angels the world to come, concerning which we are speaking.
· 
· Philippians 2:8-10 – Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
· Next, we see that… 
· C. Jesus is served by all the angels
· Verse 7 points to Psalm 104 which highlights the fact that… 
· i. angels serve at His command
· Let me remind you of how awesome angels are: they level cities, decimate armies, fight the forces of Satan, cause earthquakes and make people pass out
· And yet, who do they worship and serve??
· Psalm 104:1-4 – Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, You are very great; You are clothed with splendor and majesty, covering Yourself with light as with a cloak, stretching out heaven like a tent curtain. He lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters; He makes the clouds His chariot; He walks upon the wings of the wind; He makes the winds His messengers, flaming fire His ministers.
· Once again, the author is trying to show you how much better Jesus is!
· What impresses you? What captures your attention?
· For the Hebrew audience, it was angels
· For you, it might be something entirely different (we have to admit, few if any of us would have said, walking into the room this morning, that angels are what fascinate you most in all of creation) 
· Perhaps landscape leaves you in awe—coming upon the precipice of the Grand Canyon, or hiking the foothills of the Himalayas takes your breath away
· For you, it might even be what mankind it capable of achieving—nothing impresses you more than watching the Olympics or opening up the Guiness book of world records and searching the limits of human capacity
· Or maybe it’s ingenuity that captivates you—when an F-22 screams across the sky or you walk the Great Wall of China, you’re totally throttled 
· Take a moment and consider—what captures your highest intrigue? Angels are to the Hebrews, as WHAT is to you?
· And whatever you put in its place, what’s the take-away?
· Jesus is better than that thing
· And that HAS to be the case, because whatever you find to be captivating in creation is far inferior to the place that angels hold!
· In fact, that is the very thing that should lead you to worship such a marvelous Creator
· We also see that… 
· ii. angels serve Jesus by helping us inherit salvation
· Similar to verse 7, verse 14 shows angels as ministers
· Additionally, this verse is the only time you or I are mentioned in the whole passage!
· Hebrews 1:14 – Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?
· Though we do not command the angels, God commands the angels on our behalf
· Isn’t that incredible??
· Who knows how many times His servants have intervened on your behalf
· Some of you may have stories where you’re convinced this is the case
· And I wonder if the Lord will allow us to look back over our lives while in eternity to see all the ways that He deployed angels to fight, protect, or defend on our behalf
· But this isn’t the case for every human being—what’s the clause?
· “those who will inherit salvation”
· It is only those who embrace Christ as better than everything who will inherit salvation
· Remember Isaiah 6, when the prophet Isaiah was taken up to see the Lord—He could not be in the Lord’s presence due to His sin that caused Him to be unclean before a holy God
· It required a cleansing—one that Isaiah could not accomplish on His own
· Our “once for all” cleansing came through the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross: the firstborn Son sent to earth, the firstborn sacrifice put to death, and the firstborn King raised from the dead
· All those who profess this Jesus to be Lord will be cleansed of their sins and inherit eternal life, lead them to one day dwell in His presence along with the holy angels for all eternity
· And remember—we’ll never get used to that experience—it will forever be fully enthralling 
· But let’s finish up our passage with our final two points… 
· D. Jesus is the eternally existent Creator and prophesied Anointed/Messiah King
· It’s important to note that this firstborn Son had no beginning… 
· Hebrews 1:8 – Your throne, O God, is forever and ever...
· Jesus, who is God, will reign eternally on His throne—He is in control right now, and He will be forever and ever
· And looking to verses 10, 11, and 12 of our passage, Psalm 102 looks at how this eternal God brought into existence all things created 
· Psalm 102:25-27 – Of old You founded the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands. Even they will perish, but You endure; And all of them will wear out like a garment; Like clothing You will change them and they will be changed. But You are the same, And Your years will not come to an end.
· The “stuff” that you and I are comprised of—none of it will last
· All things created are subject to this end: the mighty angels are included
· But God alone stands above it all—He is not made of anything, but is the Maker of all things
· And because of this… 
· Psalm 45:1 – My heart overflows with a good theme; I address my verses to the King; My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.
· 
· Psalm 45:6-7 – Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of joy above Your fellows.
· 
· E. Jesus is seated in the highest position of honor in the universe
· One of the most frequently quoted OT passages is also one of the more confusing verses in all of Scripture, but it’s vital for our understanding of Christ’s superiority… 
· Hebrews 1:13 – But to which of the angels has He ever said, “Sit at My right hand, until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet”?
· Here, it’s made quite clear, but in its original context, there is a lot of confusion surrounding it
· King David writes…
· Psalm 110:1 – The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”
· “The Lord says to my Lord…”
· In the Gospels, Jesus uses this passage to silence His critics
· In that culture, you wouldn’t call a descendant of yours “my Lord…” 
· So Jesus makes it quite clear: the descendant of David—Jesus Christ—would be the Lord
· And His Father—also the Lord—would say to Lord Jesus: sit at my right hand and I’ll put your enemies at your feet
· Not only does this make Jesus greater than the angels; it makes Him God almighty!
· So what are we to do with this?
· If you’re not quite sure about Jesus, you need to take time to weigh the evidence you’ve been presented (*greater than all created things and worthy of worship)
· Reach out to one of us—we’d love to field your questions
· If you’ve been living with something else higher than Christ in your life, evidenced by ///complete///
· Those who understand that Jesus is better than the angels and are living in this reality, prepare your hearts for the message to come
· This book has a lot of hard truths that will probably feel like surgery to most of us
· The difference is: do you trust the Great Physician?
· If you don’t, you’ll probably squirm a lot, and though I’m not a surgeon and don’t know much about medicine, I can guess that squirming makes the surgical process a lot less pleasant
· But if you trust Christ and His Word, if you know and live with Him as the highest of all, He’ll do His healing and refining work in your life in a way that He alone can accomplish
· Let’s pray towards that end… 
· Hebrews 1:5 – For to which of the angels did He ever say...
· 
· Hebrews 1:3 – ...He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
· 
· 
