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When we talk about priorities, its not long before we talk about it in terms of what we have to guard and protect.

For example:
· If I say that I want to prioritize my family, it’s not long before we are talking about guarding the time with them.
· If I say that I want to prioritize my marriage this involves protecting your marriage from temptations that threaten it.

Pastor Green began our first message last week in the book of Galatians as we focus this year on our church’s annual theme of Prioritizing the Gospel.
Today, we will see that Prioritizing the Gospel involves protecting the message because in the gospel the power of God is revealed. So we see the letter of Galatians begins with a sharp warning regarding Guarding the Genuine Gospel. Turn in your Bibles to Galatians 1:6-12.
That’s on page 1164 in the NT in the back of the bible under the chair in front of you.
· Last week Pastor Rob taught us that Galatians is about the defense of the genuine gospel. He mentioned three main expressions of the defense of the genuine gospel.

[INSERT SLIDE From Rob’s Message]
1) justification by faith
2) freedom in Christ
3) gospel-centered character that is consistent with the message

As we work through the letter together, mark and note some of these themes Galatians. READ GALATIANS 1:6-12.
So, with our time this morning lets consider 3 ways to guard the genuine gospel and not be deceived by those who distort the gospel.
Sometimes when people are amazed, it’s not because you are doing an amazing job. They are surprised in a bad way.
He is shockingly surprised at the church of Galatia. 
So, unlike his typical introductions to his letter, he does not include a thanksgiving opening, but instead a confrontational warning with a curse.
Later in the letter Paul mentions how he wishes he could be there in person, to convey his affection and tone toward them, even though he is confronting them. 
Galatians 4:19-20 - “My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you— but I could wish to be present with you now and to change my tone, for I am perplexed about you.”
So, God wants us believers to…
1. Be warned to not desert the exclusive genuine Gospel v.6-9
The genuine good news about Jesus Christ proclaims that Christians are…
a. Called by the grace of Christ

Galatians 1:6 -6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 
Paul describes that their desertion is personal. 
They are deserting “Him.” God the Father. 
To turn away from the gospel is to turn away from God himself because the gospel reveals the grace of God!
In verses 3-5, we saw God the Father’s authority and will to send God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Son’s will to obey the God the Father and give himself as a substitutionary sacrifice on the cross in our place for the forgiveness of our sins. This undeserved kindness from God, “grace,” is to be received by faith so that we can have peace with God.
So Paul contrasts between the genuine gospel and “a different gospel,” which in verse 7 he says really is no another gospel. It’s fake good news.
The genuine gospel proclaims God’s grace. God the Father calls us to him from sin and this present evil age by the undeserved grace of Jesus Christ.
Paul uses the term “called” to describe someone that God has saved and rescued. This salvation is by the grace of God revealed in the person and work of Jesus Christ, who must be believed!
Paul emphasizes this same gracious call of God in the gospel to Timothy as well.
2 Timothy 1:8–9 -8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, 
What’s amazing is that Paul is not surprised there are false teachers, he is shocked that those who had responded to the genuine gospel are so soon swayed by false teachers.
Guarding the gospel involves prioritizing the gospel first in our hearts and lives. It’s not just the external threats, but the internal temptations.
What other so called “good news” distracts us from the genuine gospel and seeks to draw us away from the Living God?
· Often these other ways are calling out to us that “by this way” you experience blessing in life, and this way “you deserve it,” “you earned it”
Applications to prioritizing the gospel in your life:
· But for the believer, who called me?
· What was my condition when called by grace?
· What is my condition after being called?
· What is my future condition clinging to the genuine gospel?
We are to be growing in the grace in which we now stand through our Lord Jesus Christ that by the power of God guards us for salvation.
The genuine gospel gets distorted all the time so we must.
b. Guard against distortions of the gospel.

Galatians 1:7 - which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 
Distortions of the gospel are disturbing, but distortions are not new.
· Irenaeus for example in Against Heresies 
· Beautiful mosaic of precious gems that are brought together to depict a majestic king. 
· Imagine those stones are taken and scrambled together and new stones are brought in and then seek to form a picture of an ugly dog or fox.
· Then to teach that this reality of dog/fox is what is intended.
· He argues that this is what the false teaching gnostics of his time were doing to the Scriptures to manipulate and distort the message about the gospel.

· Tertullian for example in Against Marcion
· Rejected the Old Testament
· Distinguished between the God of the Old Testament and the God of the New Testament.
· Dualistic nature of God contra unity of God

· Prescriptions Against Heretics 
· Addressed Valentinus
· “adapted his matter to the Scriptures; and yet he took away more, and added more, by removing the proper meaning of every particular word, and adding fantastic arrangements of things which have no real existence.” (ANF 3:262)
Using the analogy of jigsaw puzzle, God has revealed and assembled the beautiful storyline of the Bible in the Scriptures that reveal the genuine gospel about Jesus Christ, so that even without access to “the pattern on the box” so to speak, by faith you should clearly see the good news revealed as you start to study the preassembled pieces in the Scriptures.
Some worldviews are obvious:
· about how they believe mankind is intrinsically good and they do good works to get to heaven. 
· Some worldviews clearly deny Jesus is the Son of God. 
· Or clearly teach polytheism that there are many gods. 
Sometimes it is more difficult to discern distortions of the genuine gospel when they use language from the bible or intentionally use similar words but are describing an entirely different message. 
The terminology is similar or the same, but the reality has been redefined. 
· Mormonism
· Jehovah’s witnesses
· Social Gospel Movement
This is what was happening here in Galatians, the opposing teachers were adding additional requirements to the gospel to be in a right relationship with God, but they are appealing to the Old Testament Scriptures as their basis.
In Chapter 2, we will see the opposing teachers were saying that a Greek person had to be circumcised to truly be in the covenant community of God. Titus was a Greek and they said to truly be a follower of Christ you had to be circumcised, and Paul said they did not yield to these teachers for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would be clear.
So, the distortion of the gospel of Christ crucified is made through the presenting issue of circumcision. 
If you are newer to reading the bible, you might be wondering why so much conversation about circumcision. It’s not really the typical conversation that comes up in letters between Christians and churches today.
In Genesis 15:6, Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness. 
From faith to faith, those declared righteous by God are those who live by faith in God like Abraham.
Then after Abraham believed God, later in Genesis 17, God commands Abraham and the male descendants after him of the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. Verse 11 he says “You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you.” It’s very important that the covenant is initiated by God and Abraham believes God and is credited as righteous and then circumcision is the sign of the covenant that is already made between God and Abraham, circumcision is not what causes the covenant nor was it “necessary” in order to believe and be justified.
At other times, Paul is more neutral saying “circumcision is nothing” (6:15, cf. 1 Cor. 7:19). Believers have the freedom to choose to be circumcised, but circumcision does not save us, for example he circumcised Timothy (Acts 16).
Paul by the authority of Christ will emphasize the cross. The “other gospel” or teaching that Paul is concerned about in Galatians is one that emphasizes circumcision. 
So its clear that they are teaching about circumcision in a way that is contrary to the Scriptures and what Paul understands as a Jewish Christian undercut the gospel. 
Rather than teaching that the righteous live by faith in Christ like Abraham, they did not teach the justification comes by faith but instead by works of the law (circumcision). 
Paul makes the point that the messenger needs to first and foremost carry the right message. The message itself is more important than the messenger…
We must…
c. Discern the messengers by the message

Galatians 1:8–9 - But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed! 
Paul has apostolic authority, but he says the message is more important than himself. 
The message is more important than even an angel. An angel is a spiritual being of immense power that strikes fear when most humans behold them, but these messengers are not more authoritative than the revelation of God in the good news about Jesus Christ.
The Galatians heard about Jesus’s death, burial, and resurrection according to the Bible for the forgiveness of sins for all who believe. Paul is saying this good news is of first importance.  
Even if Paul changed his mind and started saying something different. Don’t listen even to him if the message is not the genuine gospel.
Paul uses some of the strongest language in the bible.
Such teachers of a different gospel were to be accursed.…to be cursed.
John MacAurhtor talks about the situation like this…
It was such accursed false teachers, specifically the Judaizers, who were plaguing the Galatian churches. The book of Galatians is Paul’s only epistle in which he has no word of commendation for those to whom he writes. After his brief salutation he immediately launches into the reason for his writing: his extreme concern and perplexity about the false teachers who were undercutting the gospel of grace he had so carefully preached and expounded while he ministered in Galatia. He was deeply grieved that the truth of God’s sovereign and gracious offer of redemption through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ alone was being corrupted by the teachings of salvation by works, namely, that a Gentile had to become a Jew surgically and ceremonially before he could become a Christian and that all Christians had to obey and honor the Jewish law and traditions in order to obtain and maintain righteousness from the Lord.  MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (1983). Galatians (p. 12). Moody Press.
The danger to the Galatians was coming from within their community. When they had some teachers, likely Jewish Christians from Jerusalem (Judaizers) correcting and challenging the genuine gospel.
Other places in the bible clearly teach that you can discern genuine Christians by their fruits. The fruit of people’s lives should correspond to the truth of the message. 
Again the genuine gospel is defended and identified by…
1) justification by faith
2) freedom in Christ
3) gospel-centered character that is consistent with the message

The gospel message itself with a focus on the grace of God is the power of God for salvation. Christ changes lives. The defense of the gospel later in the letter will emphasize how the genuine gospel results in character that only God’s grace and power can produce. 
God’s kindness changes us even at the heart level of our desires. Our motivation…what is really driving us. 
2. Consider the Motivation for the Gospel v.10

a. Recognize the temptation to please man

Galatians 1:10a -10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? …
At the very end of Galatians, Paul reiterates the main message and the main challenge the Galatians are facing.
People pleasing is a real temptation.
But living to please man makes you very susceptible to false teaching. Paul gives a similar warning at the end that matches with what we see at the beginning.
Galatians 6:12–15 - 12 Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised, simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh. 14 But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 
The opposing teachers desire the church to follow them so that they are not persecuted. Yet, the Mosaic Law they are wanting to follow they can’t keep themselves.  They boast in how many they are able to get under the Mosaic Law and be circumcised, but the real important question is if a person is circumcised in their heart like Abraham having faith in Christ and the New Covenant he has inaugurated through his death, burial, and resurrection.
We may not have people compelling us to be circumcised, but there are temptations all around to undercut the genuine Gospel. 
· If you just had [x]… or also did [x] then you will have everything you need so you don’t need to live by faith in the Son of God crucified for you.
If time allows applications
· Boasting in the flesh of those with most followers/influencers.
What helps guard against boasting in our works or the works of the flesh and instead to focus our boasting on Christ Crucified…
b. Remember you are a bond servant of Christ
Gal 1:10b - …If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.
You cannot live to please people and please God. There are times those are opposed. [If time allows examples]. 
Early on the church had to learn to at times obey God rather than men when the religious authorities in Jerusalem were seeking to stop the spreading of the good news about Jesus Christ. Peter and the other apostles were not ashamed of Christ and continued to fulfill their mission as bond-servants of King Jesus.
As our memory verse reminds us:
Romans 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.”

Application of the power of God for us today as Gentiles who have believed the gospel of grace in Christ.

3. Remember the origin of the Gospel v. 11-12
Last week Pastor Green mentioned the authority of Christ is what Paul goes back to speak to why he has authority…why the message itself is authoritative…and it does not come from man’s authority….
a. The authority of God’s revelation

Galatians 1:11–12 -11 For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
This message is not like the authority he had when he got the letters from the high priest to persecute the church. This is a message from the revelation of Christ Jesus.
Like what Peter appeals to when he addresses false teaching as well…
2 Peter 1:20–21 -20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
Let’s pray.

2

